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Environmental impacts of mining 
in eastern Washington
Background

Metal contamination of water supplies following mining operations

Biological hazards of mine waste contamination
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s An abandoned mine site near a headwater 

tributary of the Methow River in Okanogan 
County, Washington

A mine portal discharging acidic heavy 
metal-laden water that contaminates a 
stream near Twisp, Washington
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Trout

Lactating mammals

Plants

Cadmium levels in tissue from trout in streamwater contaminated by heavy 
metal-laden acid mine drainage.

Arsenic levels in milk from range cows that drank streamwater contaminated 
by acid mine drainage.
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Trout from Reference Stream Trout From Contaminated Pond
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