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~Al-as~L!-7,

1967

Meeting with the Coates t
Today we paid a call on the Coates (Don and Pat) who are the
resident Baptist missionaries working with the Karens.

They strike

us as tUlusual in relation to our usual stereotypes about missionaries.

They were extremely infonned and not at all overly ab-

sorbed with religious matters.

She in particular seems like a

popular Mid-western co-ed of ten years before.
He is rather cynical about the Thai and obviously feels that

Thai officials are unhelpful in his work with the Karens.

In

particular he believes the district education officer thwarts
much of the work the Coates do with the education of the Karen
children living in the hostel.

This official, in contrast to

many in the district, has been here for a long time (over 20
years) and is entrenched in the system.

The co'ites believe the

only way the Karens could get the favors usually accorded the Thai
(job offers, opportunit!1es to take exams,etc.) is through bribes.
They also believe that since the educational officer is such a
good Buddhist, he is not willing to go out of his way to help
Christian Karens.

ForI example, one of the school masters re-

quired all school children to attend a merit-making ceremony
at the time of khao phansa. The Coates~,and the local Thai Chtistian leader went to see the educational supervisor.

The latter

said that he could not incerfere.
I asked what happens to Karens who finish mae thayan 6.

The answer is they don t know yet as the first graduates are just
I

caning up.

They said that

~~V"\.

'hoPed

"

the Karen would return to their
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villages as school teachers or join the Public welfare Department
tribal developnent program.
by Thai officials.

But both types of jobs are handed out

Moreover, the Coates are afraid that once

Karen have been educated, they will leave Karen life altogether
and enter Thai life.

One example is a young man who dropped out

of the school here after about ma.tha.yom 4 and is now working as

a mechanic under a Thai in Chiang Mai.
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IJ..ke. Performance
There has been a li.ke. performance in the neighborhood ever
since we returned fran Chiang Mai.
formance and we decided to go.

Last night was the last per-

We noticed that the audience was

made up primarily of married wOOlen, old women, and children, with
another large group of teen-age girls and a lesser number of teenage boys.

There were very few adult men.

The setting was

ob-

viously an opportunity of courting and we noticed a number of
couples sitting together, however they didn' t arrive together.
The li.ke. troupe was from Chiang Mal.
their performance with a
girl acts.

They started out

fan_tic parody of vaudeville and chorus

All of them were amaturish and totally out of place

in the presence of such an audience.

The actual performance it-

self, about twins who were kidnapPed fran a queen and raised by
fishermen, made use of both simple Thai and kammvalJ.
Al though the performance was nothing sPeCtacular, it nevertheless represents one dimensicn of lowland Thai civilization.
The story itself, the travelling troupe, the language used, all
bring the audience into contact with the larger world.

I f any

hill tribes (or lowland living Karen or Lua·) cane to the perfonnance, they must be fairly well acculturated.
Mark Anderson, Peace Corps Volunteer

At the lLke. performance we met Mark Anderson, the Peace
here.
Corps volunteer teaching at the high school ~ we discussed several
topics about the school.

It seems that his room mate, A Central
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Thai fran Ayuthaya, not only was the 15irst Central Thai at this
school, but also the first teacher of physical education.

There

are now several Central Thai teaching at the school, all of whan
have cane in the last year or so.
allover the tambon,

Studentsat the school cane from

One even the amphe., and include Karen (mainly

fran the hostel), but very 'i few Lua· •
Mark himself has been here about a year and a half, 10119

enough to be here during the last rainy season,

When the road

between Kilaaeter 60 and Mae sariang was not good enough to be kept
opened for the entire rainy season.
keepers and business men in town.

He knows a number of the shop
One of the biggest Chinese mer-

chants is Na.i Tha.n who owns a general merchandise shop and the
ice factory, among others.

An

even bigger merchant, albhough not

so well known to MarJe, is the owner of the hotel (which bears his
name, sQubat) a wolfram processing plant, a shop, and other enterprises.

Mark came to lunch today.

went 4lowntown.

Among the miscellaneous information we observed

or learned were the following:
(

After lunch the three of us

the wanan-owner-manager

....:>.m .a.ri.

) the new concrete general store, her!·' large collection

of Bumese jewelry and jewels, most of the "Indian lt merchants

are Moslems from the Chittagang area of Burma and East Pakistan.
They have their own Mosque near the market and have all their shops
together.

These shops deal in almost the same aerchandise, 1.e.,

cloth (including some things fran Burma), a few tools, etc.

As

milk drinkers they apparently have got some arrangement to obtain
fresh milk.

The slaughter house near the river is the residence
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of relatively outcaste people.
iOOical distribution

Na.i Tha.n handles all the per-

from Mae sarlang.

The shop where I OO1ght

s/t.#f-#c;.,.f5

the Burmese ceroots is owned by a Burmese (he speaks Northern Thai
all right which makes me wonder if he really isn't Shan).

This

shop attracts a large number of Karens who come to buy things
from it.

It carries such goods as Karen betel boxes, cloth,

pipes, elephant "shackles", etc.
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This moming I went to the ampha. office to obtain various
statistics.
Ntkh~.n

After working on these for a couple of hours, Palat

invited me to go with him on a visit to a village across

the Na.m Yuam where he has sane business.

We went to the shore

near the Burmese wat and took the "ferry" a:::ross.

The ferry was

a large dugout canoe (carved from a sin;}le teak tree) manned by
two men with poles.
of the rainy season.

The river is not very deep even at the height
The boat carried people and bicycle and goods.

The fare per person one way was 25 sataJJ.
Fran the landing on the opposite side we walked about 2 or 3
kilaneters to the village of sa.n Na.m Dip which is tambon center

,

for tambon Mi. Yuam (tJh'\}~~\).\e~\!').The path there was very muddy
and we had to ford a Ii ttle stream on the way.

We passed several

people planting peanuts which I later discovered is one of the
biggest crops of the village and the area.
On arriving in the village we first stopped at a house where

two Customs officials from Mae Sariang were
I never did understand why they

weft

enjoyi~

themselves.

in this partiOJlar house

or who paid for the beer and nuts and fruit we ate.
about 2 1/2 hours in this house drinking beer.

We spent

Partially the

reason we spent so long was that it was raining so hard that
Palat didn t t want to leave.

A daughter of the household, who

I would guess was about 17, stayed wi th the group.

There was

much repartee and teasingg of her by Palat and the. young unmarried
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Finally the rains let up and we went across the road to another
house where we drank

Me.

kho.lJ and had lunch.

As the Pa1at and the

young Customs official monopolized most of the conversation, I did
not get a chance to learn much about the village.
get a few questions in.
200) households.

However, I did

The village has over 100 ( probably near

It is a khonJllValJ village (although there seem

to be some Shan overtones).

The older Customs official, who has

been in ~:9ngrai, and who is, I believe, Northern Thai himself,
told me a little bit about northern marriage customs.

The,s couple

lives initially with the parents of the bride however, there is no
bride price.

'they have a form of the ba.is!.su.khwan ceremony.

I was struck greatly by the physical characteristics of the
people in Ha.m DIp.

They are much taller and fair-skinned than

other Thai and have quite a different physiogamy.

The man in whose

house we ate lunch (which included an omelette, a ke.lJ c~.t, ne.m
and kh4.o oao) speaks northern Thai, Central Thai, Shan and Karen.
He apparently has worked near the Salwin.

After lunch we wandered on toward the Kamnan f s house (which
was our destination).

A path led us by a beautiful welt which

showed Burmese features (the lion statues on the wall), Shan
features ( the 00. t), and Thai features (the khut!).
over a covered bridge and passed the school.

We passed

This is really one

of the most beautiful Villages I have seen, the mountains in the

background, the streams running through the village.
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The essentia 1 purpose of our visi t was for the Palat to talk
wi th the Kamnan about improving (making query) the road to the

village.

I

didn It grasp the whole story, but apparently the Na.i

amphe. has not authorized as much money as had been hoPed for
and now the villagers would have to contribute as well.
The Kamnan was a very friendly man who took us to the school
whe re the l i .ke.

troupe, which I had seen before a few nights ago,

setting up for a performance here (in order to raise money for
the school).

He also took us to look at an old ce.di. near the

school grounds which is interesting in that it attests to a looger
history in Mae sarlang than exists in the written records and in
that it does not appear (to my untrained eye) to be Bunnese in
style.

The Kamnan also pointed out another Ce.di. on the hill
•

t,V

above the Village which is defJ.nJ!'t;;Ly of Bw:mese

s~le.

On the return back we wandered through the wat where we saw

a large group of older men and wanen who were spending wan phra
in meditation.
By the time we reached the amphe. office it was nearly 5:00 pm.
In other words it had taken the Pillat

apprOx1ma~y six hours to

transact a relatively simple bit of business.

He justified his

actions by saying that it is only proper to accept the hospitality
of the villagers.
The District Officers of Mae sariang
At the district office I made a copy of the district officers
of Mae Sariang since the beginning of the district.

In a table I

have summarized the information on each of these officers.
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TiI1\e Of
No.

Rank of District Officer

Years of service

service

18.

Na.i (

"

5/6/2502-30/4/2506
5/6/1959-30/4/1963

3 yrs. 11 mos.

19.

Na.i (

,~

1/10/2506-1/1212506

o yrs.

2 mos.

)

1/10/1963-~112/1963

20.

Na.i (

)

1/1/2507-31/2/2508
1/1/1964-31/211965

1 yr.

3 mos.

21-

Police 2nd Lt. (1.f'\.ll'\.)

1/4/2508-30/9/2508
1/4/1965-30/9/1965

o yrs.

6 mos.

22.

Na.i ('W\C)

30/9/2508-6/2/2510
30/9/1965-6/2/1967

1 yrs

4 mos.

23.

captain

•

"

(~. ~ .)

6/2/25106/2/1967-

.

'amma.€ C~'0~i'1 ).(I~<i
",,'4., W~ ~f\)
, )
ro.!J/(tri. , tho., e.k
were the old bureaucratic ranks •

Summary:

=4

Average duration of service for first 8 District Officers
Average duration of service for 2nd 14 district officers

=1

3/8 yrs.

yr. 10

5/14 mos.
Average duration of service for 22 district officers

=2

years 4 mos.

Of the first 12 district officers, 0 had military ranks, 4 had
I

royal' ranks, 7 had old bureaucratic ranks, and 1 had no rank.

Of the 2nd 13 district officers, 2 had military ranks, none had
'royal' or old bureaucratic ranks and 11 had no ranks.
Of the total (22), nine had military ranks, 4 had civilian ranks,
and 12 had no ranks.
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Misce11anec>ussInfonnation on Mae sariang
N.B.:

The following informatic. was obtained fran records

kept at the amphe. office.

The statistics need sane explanation

a change in the boundaries of the district this year.
la.no.i (~'\)a~\"~~~'t)v ),
ampha.
including 16 villages was taken fran/Mae Sariang and joined with
Early !in 1967 one tambon,

Tambon

another tambon fran Amphe.

Khan

la.n5.i.

Me.

Yuam to make a KiJ3 amphe. of Me.

Most statistics apply unless otherwise noted to the

amphe. as it was before Tambon Mi. la.n5.i was removed from the

inu. ba • n

dis trict.

The amphe. includes 8 tambon, wi th 85

villages.

Total land area of the amphe. is 5,278.601 square

kilaneters.

or

The total land area pJ)mted in peddy was 9,941 rai,

with a harvest of 3,987 kwian.

[This contrasted another figure

that the Na.i Amphe. read me, that
planted as paddy.]

i~)there

were 15,430 rai

The total land area planted in shifting cul-

tivation was':'933 rai, with a harvest of 157,500 kilograms.
Population
According to the records at the amphe. office the amphfj.
has a total population of 39,614 people.
19,387 males and 19,227 females.

This is divided into

Ethnically the population of

the amphe. includes 19,860 Karen and 2,464

r..ua ••• [These are the

same figures given to me by the chief abbott of the amph'.]
Climate and Natural Resources
\

:;'

The ampha. has two rivers--the Mi. Na.m Ms. sarlaJ3 (I.>\"~~'
\

d

~~g'~1o-a'tJ4

,'J/

), and the Mi. Na.m Yuam (H'~%l'tJ~~

).

The average
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rainfall per year is 1,213.6 millimeters.

The main natural resources

-II'"

~v

.,,£

of the amph•• include two--mai takhian ("1-'8"\'" '.f\t}~ ), m4i pradu. (\,~

~~ ~

), shorea obtusa or (mai teJ;)
...jq,,01

(mai ralJ - .lI"''';}-s

..:-\,~ loA' ~

).J shorea

siamensis or

.,....'"

), mll yom ho.m (\.~~~'\.t"~) and wolfram.

J

Animals
The animal population of Mae 5ariang includes 436 elephants,
197 horses, 1,977 cattle, and 3,314 buffalo.
OCcupations and Industry

Ei~-four per
farming or gardening.

cent of the population are engaged in paddy
The annual agricultural income of the popu-

lation is something between 1000 and 1500 baht.

The ampha. includes

24 small rice mills, 2 saw mills, 1 liquor factory, 1 ice factory,
and 1 electricity generating plant.
Canmuni ty Development
In 1957
~

1

a development village was set up at Bi.n ThUIJ

IV

15.1J ("IJ'1'\.o'1~~~t\~ ), village No.1, Tambon

Me.

khOIJ (

as an improvement district and is still being carried out accODding
to the orders of the Ministry of the Interior.

The ampha. has one

sanitation district with an incane of !92,385.5l and expenditures
of

a~n,074.49.

Fire Arms
In the ampha. there are 360 rifles (literally, back-end
loading guns), 749 muzzle !loaders (literally, mouth-loading
185 revolvers, 68 lu.k krot

(t(lf\f\~()\
"J

)

and 10 air rifles.

guns~
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Distances
The distance between Mae Sariang and
kilometers.

Mi.

H~.1'Js~.n is 178

The distance between Mae 5ariang and Chiang Mai is 191

kilometers.
Schools
There are 32 local or village elementary schools (ro.JJrian
pracha.ba.n
students.

lh~~~<)bcJ'lt~~'U'\'6\]).

These schools have a total of 2,723

In additilon there are 2 government schools (ro.JJrian

15'1;.

[-r.t'. '*3"1.1'\6\]) with a total ,ll"-585 students.

rath8.ba.n

Religion
There are a total of 7 wats which have 61 monks and 117
novices,

In addition there are 22 clerical residences (samnaso1'J

Ij(- ('/
~
tn~n'E( ~<t-l

) with 51 monks and

1lT~novices.

List of Villages and Names of Kamnan and/or Headman in Ampha. Mae sariang
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List of Villages and Names of Karnnan and Village Headmen in Amphoe
Mae. sariang

N.B.:

This list was made from

OIle

kept in the ampha. office.

Palat NaJcho.n, who provided me with this list said:
names are correct and 2.

1.

The

Not all the

not all the villages are included.

In

addition 16 villages of what was formerly Tambon Mi. la.n5.i now
part of sub-district

Ms.

la.no.i are not here listed.

Name Of Kamnaii or
Name of Tambon/Village

Headman or other Official

Explanation

Kamnan
tf

It

.

l

H

"

<-

1')

Asst. Kamnan(~~"),

)

Asst. Kamnan (

~".x"" )

Headman

"

rt

tt

tf

Mae. T5.p<.~IoIo~9'\O'U)
~

tf

It

tf

'2J

Tha. Pha. PUmCJ,,"e.;y0~)" • ong"in Ka.w!("t\,l~~J;'\..b ®
.2.>
\ 1; '\
C~\'O'4~~~, 1~~~'~~{)

Tha.

A

Kha.m

l 'U"l'tb'VYl'\}\.)J)

..

..

·in Khamcai <''''1~~ ~~~)

Bunya. Supha. ra •t

)

II

Tambon Dr.

(. \>~'W"n~"Ikt4,~ua )

1\

)
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Name of Kamnan or
Headman or other Official

Name of Tambon/Vi1lage

(~1\ll1lj~~\,,,~~ )

(C\l,r\~~,,~i;\ tsi11o\5\'~)

Na.i ~u.n Khams~e.n
('Yl,\~.co;{f1..r ~'lt'~~ &-\ )
" ~that~SUksOmcit

Bci.n C:>.m Cae.ng

"

"

"

"

l

PI

"

"

(

l'

"

"

)

)

l"

)

(,J'\%"'\,~01-\f\a3'\(£\d~ ')

" Mae. "I"um1:>.ng luang
(~'YW~I.~O~G\~~<,)~)

Mae.' "uml:>.ng N5.i

tt

tt

v

Pa. pae. (. ~'\.\~h\7\~
'U

)

_

(CW\t,..>tiM ~"'6)

"
"

Sa .ng

Mo.

IV

'II

.,.

Hiiai

~ ('01'\.l,~')\)\,"w)

Mie.

rat

"....

, t>t

t'\l'\\4"b~"l~)

Kamnan

Ph~.ng

Tambon Dr.

"

Y'I.n SUthinna.

Asst. Kamnan

"a.ylit
(. 'Wl~~'\h ~~'"'"'\)

c. ~'0 ~'\l ~~~1)1\)
" SUk Khayanld t
c·w,~ i'\~Zi€>n:S1)

T~.k~::'

"

Asst. Kamnan

I.Qt'>

~

)

Loe.db"

Headman

("l'o.~ ty.I"', ::\io"'(e )

" Pha" NUchoe.

It

('\.i>l~~\tt'\

...~~~aw)

"

~ga.m

Ta1kham

l

LUang

Headman

«

('U~~t~\(~~'\(~l\ J

"

Explanation

'\.1,.... '0 '\\ '\.b

\,A,6\~ tQII)

" Pan Oae.ngto.
c'W\,~~~!l: I,,~J~t'\'\~)
" C:>.tu Khvakha.ng
l

tt

",,,tJ'i'f .n'~~)

" W!r! B\I.thu.

~\~1 ~'\.\"\ ~v..;)
Khamma. Phina. sIn

"

"
"

C '\.4'l'U

"

e\ ~)

(%,\{l\>l.-U\Y&
tt

Bae.b\I. Oi.ee.

('\{)'\ V

"
It

nI.. 8' ')

Klhae.

K'oe. H"
e.ng:>.

"

A

(~~ \o\~:)~«')
"

N01

Dae.ngsai
~J~ §\~

"
"

("W\ \H.r:'f> \M ~~)

('AA'U~)

"

J

" Phlw Pae:ngdong
l %i~ ~"'eu "ii i\ 't>'t.l )
tt
Di1:>.i Thongchai
(CWl<)1"" ",q Io~')l, ~ )
" Kho.ce. Ngoe.ndi.

"
"
It

"

(~'l:U~ Io\o~)

"

HU"

Hae.
\

C%~ ove~~:)

"

\

\Jl~)

M:).ng ~ae.

l %'\'<.l'Y-l"G if "'~ ~ \'1,.0')

" Pha" Mi. Ta"mU."hae.

"
If

tt
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Name of Kamnan or
Headman or other Official

Explanation

c

<:/

C'W\~~'YU~ \.b3f'1f\~)

Na.i Khampan Puangkhamkhong
('\obIt! ~ t\Sio\f\'})

"

,.

Tambon Dr.

" Fu. Khongkae. 0
""
~ 101\<';\
0.
)
c.. ~"'.l'Y'\'W\.l
~af\a

"

"
,.

It

It

~

KOetmongkhon

C~'\0:;) ~ 'o\, €\,Ilj )

"

"

,. pI. Khongdae.ng
("\.11'\~fi~ 'o\' t1)

"

L~1"IAl·II\"'Vt"~'\ )

"

NokJcaba.

t~'\'\.\\:\~~tio.f\'\.l )
" Mae.
'koep

sa

""

,,...,

('u 0,"11\) I.J\. '6-l \:1\ '" '!: '\-(. ~~ ,'} )

"

Mae. Tae'lUang

'V

'

('U'\~ ',;",'.}.!
It
r,/

" sa'm\1.hae. )
L %')'f.j'\,(.~ t;"I:J~ \,~ e>'Wc\('Ih )
ft
M~. hae. khv.ank:hM
C~"\t>'W~ ~\,Io~)

" Pha' Su'tae.

'V\ ~ 0)

'i.tha:lu.

"

Pha" Yo.hV.

(ti'\'\Al\,G'<',)~>ll )

(~,)'\-J<Wt~ )

v saothin.

It

,.

KhUn Mae. LOe.

(-tr'\'\A itil ~ ~'E>~ )
ft

Mae. S;.ng

<.. .J'\\b f\'f)~ ~~
tt

'\I

)

K:> .ng Sun
\

I

( 'IJ Y\olI ~ 'td~'v )
It

)

'u.lu.

"

Pha'

"

"

"

SUe

("vlI')'V"1e'\~\"I,U~~ )

,.

Headman

It

(~') t;,.;\.J~ 1'0ltn)
" Po.s:>. Po.ya.

('\.l"l'\.o\l'1J.'I.I. Iob'd-i ~~ ~-a

Asst. Kamnan

fI

<.. .J'')~ \J \? ~ \.Io~~ 1

,. Mae. Ngae'

Asst. Kamnan

"

('Vo'\."U~~ ~

)
" Co.mi ~\
( 'Wi 'U <W ~ ~~ f)''V )

Mae., Ko.n

('\)')'\.1)

"

.4,,'tl"\-\
)

Kamnan

NU'u'plae'

It

(~,,~c.w~,~ltf\ )

"

Ph!~

('V.'\'iJ
It
.,,:! "'"
oX1

W!'kho.

"'~ )

.nge •

\

If

CI

l·H(\~"'N~1'ji.n ...~&\~~ )

"

Pha' Wa.ko.

LOe.li.

ff

,.
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Name of Tambon/Vi11age

G'

('WI~~~~«"\'\"\f'UtO'"'tY )

'V
A
('W1W~'\~'\))

Na.i Ko.ngkh~ Chaiyachan'"
("W\U~'\-l '\.lW~'& ')

Bi.n Na.m Dip
(. 0',\'I'\)f\'tV'd~ )
It

'"

Kha·puang

<.'\,)',\\)"I)., h~'W

~

It

It
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Tribal Goods in the Market
Today Jane and I visited town and stopped at the
that is the big new store.

9

an 9 a • r i. store,

The store c.rr1les a number of pieces of

Karen cloth and Burmese cloth.

I asked the manageress (the middle-

aged wanan, not the old woman) whether Karens bring their goods to
sell to her or she goes out to buy Karen cloth from Karens.
answered that Karen bring things to her to sell.
had no Lua 9 things.

She said,

tt

I noted that she

the Lua· live too faraway," a

rather strange response considering the Lua· live in town.
see a few Lua 9 bags.

we

She

CIle does

bought one at the Burmese shop and saw

othersat a shop at the entrance to the market, but they are much
rougher than Karen work.
Thai Status of Tribal People,;
The brother of the Karen pastor of the Baptist church in Mae
Sariang is a manager of the Siam Canmerd:d:al Bank in Cli~g Mal.

He

has the highest status defined in Thai terms, Karen or other tribal
I have heard about.

I

\,
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Pat Coates
Pat

Coates~,

the wife of the Baptist missionary to the Karen,

stopped by for tea this afternoon.

We discussed, among other things,

the canmercial cloth weaving of the Karen.

She noted that Lua· do

not seem to weave for canmercial purposes.

In their own sphere of

influence the Coates have encouraged several Karen (Christian) women.
one, Mali, frail whom we have bought things, started weaving ta):)le mats
at the suggestion of the Coates when they first came here.

She has

sent a number of things to Bangkok to be sold canmercially, but no
success has come as yet.

Another woman whose daughter has brought

us things which we have bought, is the wife of a Karen pastor.
Na.i Tha.n and George Po
The visit of newspaper delivery boy from Na. i Tha.n' s shop
remindt'ld me that Na.i Tha.n has the periodicals concession for
almost all newspapers, magazines, etc., sold in the amphe.

Also

seeing George Po at the Post Office yester day reminded me that
Mark had said that Na.i Tha.n sendshis children to George for
additional study of English.
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Merit-Making at wat Kltt.!wong
This morning Jane, Nicholas, ~fJa and myself went to Wat
Klttlwong to make merit (it being wan phra)., '1'0 fe(the m'*lks
( W\~~wu'\1\
v )
we took three containers: a silver pha.n (
) [i.e. a tray with
a pedestal] containing the traditional khrVaJJ bu.cha., that is
flowers, candles, and inC89~e; a Burmese-made silver khan or bowl
C. ~'\J~'S)
filled with raw rice (kha.o sa.n), a tin of sardines, a sack of
sugar, a vegetable marrow, and a package of candles; and a basket
containing two tins fran a pinto., one filled with a phSt and
the other with cooked whi te rice, sppons for dishing out the:fOod,
and a bottle of water for the troatna.m part of the ceremony.

we

arrived at the wat between 7: 30 and 8:00 andcreturned

before 10:00.

This wat was selected by

sa.J;Ja

because it is the

only one in town where seanons are given in Thai.
were held in the khut.!, not in the bO.t.

The services

The majority of the con-

gregation were old people ( with a few grandchildren) and then
mainly women.

To present food 1<'Olle did not go up to the front

where the monks were seated, but to the side wheee two tables were
arranged, one with the b8.t of the priests and the novices and
the other the place where one put the kap kha.o and other gifts.
As

one entered one made the proper three times bow and then took

the khrVaJJ bu.cha. and presented them in front of the altar and
priests and then stuck them in a receptacle in front of the altar.,
This receptacle was situated in the midst of the cmgregation however.

The service was the usual "morning worship" followed by

subci.t.

In this case the donors went up to the table with the

bci.t and placed some rice in each.
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Following this came a sermon by an older priest, not the chltef
abbotf:. of the ampha.

After his sermon, which we couldn't follow

even though it was in Central Thai, he used too many big words,
the chief abbotl of the ampha. made a series of announcements and
led a discussion about two forthcoming events: one known as sala.k,
literally, lottery, and the other tho.t katrUn (which will be spon./

sored by some relatives of ~.JJa. from Bangkok).

After the an-

nouncernents came the troat na.m and the service was over.

The

chief monk of the ampha. was very friendly and insisted that I
,.. i

sit towards the front.

He passed a few

during the ser-

vice.~ Afterwards we had a short talk about studying Buddhism
and northern writing.

He gave me a book concerning Nirvana

written by a Westerner in the World Fellowship of Buddhists
series.
Wat Se.n tho. JJ
After taking the women home Cit an:i I went to wat Se.n tho.JJ.
This wat is the oldest one in Mae Sariang, but the abbott, a rather
young man, did not know much about it.
it originally

All he could say was that

embraced a larger area (including land now on the

opposite side of the road) and was originally outside the city
walls.

The bo. t, he claims~ is the original, although wood or

earth~fri roof has been replaced
few years.

by corrigated iron in the last

It has a very old image in the ChiaJJss.n style.

The wPt, like the neig~rhood in which it is located, is
exclusively

khonm~aJJ.

There have never, to the knowledge of the
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abbot/, been Lua" or Karen novices or monks in this wat.

At the

present time there are but one novice and two monks.
At noon the monks fran this wat were going to wat co.m tho.JJ
where there was to be a sala.k ceremony today.

That wat has one

Lua" novice at the present time and a good part of the congregation
is Lua" ( although khgnmyaJJ and Karen also attend this wat).
After talking with the monk we went to what r think is the
oo.t for the morning services.

Here all of the congregation

were elderly people, no more than 20, with a preponderance of
wanen.

The service (without the feeding of the monks) was much

the same as the one previous, although chanting style was slightly
different and the sermons considerably so since they-were in kamm~JJ rather than in Thai.

its entirety.]

[r

have recorded the service almost in

There were two sermons, one by a priest who was

only to give a sermon and then promptly retire, and the other by
the abbotf of the wat.
Some differences from the first service, as

r

noticed, included

the fact that wanen all wore white blouses with sab~.i (mainly
white) over their shoulder.
of them.

All people lighted candles in front

Sane of these were collected and placed on the altar.

All of the offering trays were of the red lacquer variety •

....

Interview with Na.i NU. Ma.lai ('\.\:"~~ 1Jl,,~U ), an Old Policeman
This afte~n Mo. thawo.n took me to talk with Na.i NU.
Ma.lai, a man of 86 who has been a policeman in Mae Sariang.
O/1€-

lives in a house on a little side road just before we

eS

He

reach~the
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landing where one takes boats across the river.
Mr.

NU. was born in Ubon but has lived here for 57 years, i.e.,

since 1910.

I asked him mainly of his remembrances of the government

of Mae sariang.
He said that prior to its incorPOration into the Bangkok
administrative system Mae sariang was a mvaJ;] under Chiang Mai
\

and had a ruler known as phS. lUaIJ (~t)~@~~
cao mvaJ;] of the northeast.
a Shan.

)

equivalent to the

This ph5. luaJ;] was a khonmvaJ;] and not

sa.l.-

The name of the last ph3. luaJ;] was Phaya. (Phya.)
..

dI

s3.nmv.aJ;] ('W~\-i'\6\ ~~io'a\~

?sp.).

There are apparently des-

cendants of this person still liVing here.
Mae Sariang was divided from Chiang Mai.

In R.S. 119 (A.D. 1900)

The rulers were refered

to as Na.i Khwc.n (~11J ~~'\l"d-3 ?sp.) which was equivalent to Na.i
C>

'V

Ampha. and Kha.1UaJ;] oodwe.n Cf\~'d~'\T.}~,:\'t\I>
to governor.

) who was equivalent

The ruler of Mae Hong Son at the time was a Shan

prince known as caofa. Me. H5.J;]

S~.n (~1~1blo~~~'t'o'UI

).

In

R.S. 121 (A.D. 1902) Ms. H3.J;] S5.n was made into West Chiang Mal
Province with a Dane, Thoransen, as the Kha.1UaJ;] oor!we.n.

This

Thoransen was in the police force and later moved to Chiangrai.
[He must have been Dana Thorangka1 , s father or grandfatiler.]
In B.E. 2453 (A.D. 1910)

Me.

H3.!J S5.n stopped being a bori-

we.n and became a province.
The name of Mae sariang was changed from MvaJ;] Yuam about this
time.

Because of the confusion between it and KhUn Yuam the name

Mae Sariang comes from the smaller river, that is smaller than the
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(

Yuam river, which also flows through here.
I asked what was the attitude of the government (in particular
district officers) in the earlier days

t~fd

tribal people.

He

said that the district officer wanted the Karens to become Thai.
He helped to implement this policy by moving ( or encouraging the
moving of) Karen down to live in the Plain rather than have them
remain swidden agriculturalists.

Also schools were opened to bring

Karens into the Thai way.
He has known Karens who have become policemen, teachers, clerks,
etc. and have fully assimilated to Thai ways.
He says that there were more Burmese living here when t he
first arrived than there are now.
He says there used to be a hlJon\JalJ but there is not now.
However, Mo. thaw9.n says that there still is a m\JaJ,) shrine known
'l/

011

as the hOe caom\JalJ (~e>~'.'l,~~
place and it is run down.

).

This is not a very important

There is no one to look after it.

However, before ordination, the person to be ordained is supposed
to go wi! at

~e

shrine.

Visit to town Shrine
After leaving Na.i NU.)MO. thawo.n took me to see the ho.t
A...

It is in a small alley-way, fairly close to the Phansit
1\

company and off Mae sariang road.
grounds are ill-kept.
build a better shrine.

Indeed, it is run down and the

He said that the district officer plans to
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The Phanasit Company
Afterwards I spent an hOUr or so sitting on the front porch of
the Phanasi t Company talking with

C:t t

and several others.

The

Phanasit Company employs about 300 Karens who work primarily as
tree cutters and caretakers for the elephants.
30 to 40 elephants.

The Company has

Karen also work in the mines in the area.

Apparently no Lua· are employed in these things.
While we were sitting there a gi:Oup of Karen came up to get
rice from the Company.

I asked i f the Ccmpany paid its workers

in rice rather than money.

The answer was no, but since rice was

so expensive in Mae sariang, the Company buys rice from Chiang Mai
and provides it for its employees.

In buying it in Chiang Mai it

is stored in empty trucks which take lumber to Chiang Mai and have
nothing otherwise to bring back.
Interview with Benny
This evening Benny, the Karen man in charge of the Christian
hostel, came over.

His ostensible reason was to discover what

Pete's plans are.

It seems that Pete has suggested thatQBEnny

might work as his assistant for

~

a while.

like this, he is at present committed to
lating the Bible into S'kaw Karen,

tt~

Although Benny would
a program of trans-

(He has already translated the

Book of Mark.) and fears he may run into a conflict of interest.
He is not all that keen on the translation job.
length about a variety of subjects.

We talked at
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The Christian Hostel
He says that the hostel charges the students 10 thang of
rice per year for their rent.

Some can't afford this and provide

only 4 thang and others none at all (for this latter type special
arrangements have to be made).

Some students bring such other food

stuffs as peppers and garlic to the hostel.
At least 6 different Karen villages from throughout the
district are represented at the hostel.
Thus far there have been three students fran the hostel who
have graduated from M.S. 3 (ma.th8.yom 6):

one girl and two boys.

One boy finished M.S. 5 (M. 8) at Prince Royal College in Chiang
Mai and is now studying at Chiang Mai Teachers' Training eollege.
The girl, graduated from M.S. 3, first went to Dara Academy and
then couldn't pass the entrance examinations to study for M. 7-8
at Prince Royal.

Then she went to another school in C~~g Mai
,~

and lived at the Baptist hostel there while attending school.
She didn't like school and returned to Mae 5ariang.
know what she wants to do.

She doesn't

The last boy who gzraduated from M.S. 3

did not continue his education.

He would have liked to become a

teacher in one of the tribal schools (under the auspices of the
Border Police) but didn't pass the examinations. He worked for
a while at the hospital and is now working for his brother in
a lumber firm at Taks.o (?sp.) on the other side of the air strip.
Benny went on to say tha t Karens are given Thai names when they
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go to school.

This causes problems because they originally were

registered (census, registration card, etc.) with Karen names.
There are always difficulties when they change sebOOls.
lots of Karen in
Karens.

Chiang

There are

Mai who are not easily identifiable as

The children at the hostel like to rush back home if

they have a few days holiday.
is simply to earn a salary.

The;i.bl aim of most the students
Consequently, it is very disappointing

I suppose on the part of Benny and the people in the mission when
a student.$ fails examinations.

One boy who was studying M. 2 left

school and is now working at a Honda workshop in Chiang Mal.
Another boy who left while studying M. 5 is now working at the
Experimental
Baptist Agricul tl:lIral/ ,sUtX9Sri/ Farm in Chiang Mal. General!y
speaking, Karen have lots of problems in finding jobs.
Karen Shopkeepers and Wealthy People

[As

a general answer to the questionS if there were any

Karen shopkeepers in Mae Sariang Benny answered the following:]
Karen shopkeepers who exist in Mae 5ariang have us#ally married
into Thai families.

The ~ biggest landholder (according to Benny)

in Mae sariang is a Karen who married a Thai wife.

The daughter

of this man married Wichian who owns the big modern shop, the
one that we know as • ~.m • a. ri • •

Beany

thinks that Wichian

himself is Lua· or maybe his father was half Chinese, but his
mother was Lua·.

The shop employs only Lua ~ Benny says.

Benny

thinks that Wichian' s father was involved in selling "country
licquor."

He said a story was told of Wichian, although he
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doesn't know if it is true.
(I(\;\)'\

),

There used to be a famous khrU. ba.

in other words, a Buddhist monk living in the temple

across from the hotel; that is wat sI.bunXVat;l.

This monk accumulated

a large amount of wealth, how Benny doesn't know.

Wlchian's father

repeatedly borrowed 400,000 baht [probably an inflated figure] from
this monk.

Shortly thereafter the monk died and the papers regarding

the loan were very Unclear.

Consequently, the loan was never repaid

and, it is Said, that the capital for building the store, that is
the big new store, was obtained in this way.

Interestingly, La.,

our second servant, had originally told Jane that ~cMan and his
wife were ttChinese ff and was decrying the deceitfUl ways of the
Chinese.

In any event the store
•

-~

its owners has

't--

a reputation for being scheisters.

La. says that they charge

exorbitant interest on the credit they extend to people.

It is

also apparent to us the shop deals in Karen and Burmese cloth,
but La. says they also deal in opium.

Benny thinks that the Karen

man who owns all the lril'd land got his start wi th elephants.

The

Karen man who is running the lumber business (mentioned about his
brother earlier) was originally an elephant owner.

He now also

owns a truck. I remarked that elephants obviously represent sane
source
$¢tt. of ca~~jJal for Karens. Benny doesn't think that there are
''';
any wild elePhants in this area.

The Karens breed elephants.

Jane asked about Karen cloth in the market.

Benny said that there

'"

are a1i nunber of weavers who cater to Thai taste and color, i.e.
they change the basic S 'kaw colors which are white, black, red
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with an occasional tough of green in order to pltease the Thai taste.
Jane asked if hhe Karen are sharp business men like the Chinese.
Benny says no, that the hill Karen are very tight fisted.
Karen Nationalism
Benny talked at length about his experiences in Burma.

He

said that today there are very few Karen who wish to secede from
Burma but they feel a canmon cause with all other Bunnese of any

group who wish to change the military government.

He feels that

the military in Bunna is exploitative and arbitrary.
To write his wife's sister in Rangoon he must use a roundabout method by wri ting to some missionary in the U. S. who somehow
forwards the letter.

In turn she will send out messages via some

missionary who passes through Burma.
Wat Pa.hiao--Benny mentioned that a monk who used to be
at wat pa.hiao was a !>Wo Karen.
encumbent there.

His brother is the present Kareng

Benny said that the former monk was very popular

and it was such a shock to his admireS'ers that he left to get
married.

He married a Taungthu girl.

but not Karen.
in the wat.

This ex-monk could be Bunnese

The same is true of his brother, the present monk

The reason for this is because they have been trained

in a Burmese wat
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Assistant Headmaster of the Mae Sariang School
This morning I called on the assistant headmaster of the Mae
Sariang middle school (M.S. I-M.S.3) to try to arrange about giving
a quest;Honnaire in the school.

He was receptive to the idea,

al though my explanations about why I wished to give the questionnaire
elicited the response that all the Karens in the school are now Thai.
He will also help me look for an assistant.

He said there are 305

students in the school.
George Po
Jane and I had a long visit wi th George Po over coffee in the
restaurant next to the hotel this morning.
his trials and tribulations in Burma.

We heard mainly about

He has 8 children, the first

a boy, is now living in Rangoon working as a writer and ccartoonist;
the second, a girl age 25, is now studying at the agricultural
school in Chiang Mai (one of 15 girls).

She has had a hard time

because she began her education three different times--in Burmese,
in English, and in Thai, but she was persistent.

She likes farming

,a
and tractor driving.

The third/girl, is living in Kelao in the

Shan states with George's wife's mother (now 86) and takes care
of her.

The fourth, fifth and sixth children were born in Burma

and are all living in Mae Sariang.

The seventh and eightJ"children

were born in Thailand and are living in Mae sariang.

His wife'S

father, although a Baptist (he sent his daughter to Catholic
His
schools) was the head of a Wesleyan school. tl1~ wife's mother
was a nurse who worked for long periods of time in England.

His
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cousin was the first president of Burma and was one of those who
went with the 30 Thakins (Burmese who had been working for the
Japanese and later head of the new Burmese government) to India
to help the allies.

They parachuted back into Burma.

Another

distant relative of the head of the Karen independence movement.
George is obviously very interested in religion in general, mainly
cult (despite or maybe because of his protestations about being a
Buddhism
free thinker). He commented that t)i~ Thai UXXt!tX16rl is not like
Burmese Buddhism in that there is no emphasis on meditation
(Vipassana) •

He said that the monks at the Tribal Development

Center did practice meditation.

They apparently attracted a qroup

of

followers, both ;men and women including the son of the
chap
woman who runs the kha.o so.i shop on Mae Sariang road. This JolS
apparently made some sort of breakthrough in his meditation.
Analytical Observation
Karens in this area have at least two possible elite models
which they can employ.

The one Thai, and the second Karen (nation-

alist ?, Christian?,) represented in part by people like Benny
and George Po.

In the latter the literary tradition is primarily

Christian with some sprinkling of nationalism.

However, in many

ways George and Benny are marginal people, al though it is somewhat
doubtful the model which they offer (if conscious at all) is very
potent.

The model is supported in part by the missionaries.
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D" Wats
'!

in Mae Sariang
Every wat in Mae Sariang has two names, one the 'official'

(government, or Thai, or formal) name and one the name which the
people Icnow the wat by.

This latter name is often the name of the

village or neighborhood in which the wat is located.
mation comes from CIt.

This infor-

He says that this practice is also wide-

spread throughout the country and even found in Bangkok.
Not every wat is a true wat.
marked with se.ma. (C~~,
place.

Only those which have bo.t

)within which ordinations can take

The other places which appear to be wat (and are so-called

in ccxnmon parlance) are formally Icnown as samnaksolJ (~"I~1"l"tJ~~) and
the buildings in them that look like bO.t are really w:!ha.n.

The

following is a list of wat and samnaksolJ (revised and repeating
information which has previously appeared).

The first name given

is the official name and the second, the ri local name.
indicates that the place is a wat.
naksOlJ.

1.

An asterisk

No markers are given for sam-

The following is the list:
~<:>.

wat slth:!mongkhon (:fV\ ~vC'\i=>

)

The latter name is the name of ( the Village

in which the wat

is located.
• 2.

) - 'there 1s no other name that

wat sI.bunrvalJ
clt can think of.

• 3.
c.",,:!
• 4.

• 5.

,
wat

~

",
(
uthaya.rom

) - wat cho.~ su.~

tC\"/'\~"l'hl

.at Canthara.wa.t (;h~"",,'S,,"')~
wat KittlwolJ (,,"'~")'-ta1
(;{U",,"\i

n~ t~':)u.,))

)1:.';))

) -

wat Manta.le. (Si," ~..,,;::)
(;:fu"""r

) -

wat Sopha.l'll;

.

)

or wat Sopha.nn~i·(WialJ)
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t~J

,
¥
,
The wat in Ba..n Ms. ha.n is known either as wat Ms.ha.n
A

A

A

).
in the Karen village
6.

wat Ss.n tho.lJ ( \\"is ~ -(\ .,,)

7.

wat SuphanralJS I

8.

wat Chaiyala.p

9.

wat co.mtho.lJ (C\'adJ1'I"-.l
wat

ll.

wat Chan Chs.lJ

'

(1~)l'l.1

This is the wat

,

) - wat lUm (r;'~
..j

(~-ntlMf"'~

(1CJ

"ommara.wa.t

10.

'"

A"'r'\

)

- CIt could think of no other name.

(~~t~~~~

~1l \,~

...r-

·1
) - wat pa.hiao ( 01'~?

- is! t

could think of no ohher

name but in local writing this is called wat co.m ce.lJ (
...\\'\~
) and this is the name I will use for it.

rn>'),)

In addition to the four wat where ordinations can take place (listed

above and noted by asterisk)

there is one more such wat outside

is in the process of building a new bo.t (see below).
Other Notes on Religion
cIt also talked about other aspects of Buddhist practices.
In the ordination ceremony a person who offers himself for ordina-

tion is a na.k (\.4"1Pl).

He is first ordained as a novice and then

as a monk (all in the same ceremony).
Priests are supposed to spend

wan phra" yai (the 15th day

of the waxing of the moon each month lUld the 14th or 15th day
of the waning of the moon in each month) in a bo.t.

I f they live

in a S8mnaksoJ;), they will travel to the wat residence of the tambon

or district abbot> on these days .l~l>J
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Page 3

fonn<Al.
is no .

prohibition against women entering a bo.t.

Whether or not they do, depends on the local cus tom they follow.
Conse1lfUently, some women will a.t\d some women will not.

The presence

of the woman at the services at wat se.n th:>.1J is explained by the
fact that there was no proper bo.t at that wat, jl'st a
t'\1)

w!ba.;m.

Town Gates
I asked CIt about the gates of the old city.
all of them but this is what he knew.

The gate on the Yuam river

as pratu ha.!J wia1J

knQWll

,

(J

i.e., to the east, is known as pratU tha.
to the south is

He doesn't know

tcl1\ "'"(\....
I

)

.

The gate

~

(

)'\"~\~I:I,)

the gate to the norhh is known as pratu chai

(tv

and
)

.

The

gate to the west he didn't know.
Visit to Wat Chaiyala.p

(wat Pa.na.t)

This afternoon Cit took Jane and me to wat chaiyala.p (known
locally as wat pa.na.t).

This wat is located on the road to the

airport across the road from the border patrol police station.
It is quite different from other wats.

There are two walled areas.

The larger one contains the bo. t (in process of construction), a
~

k:YtJF.

~

and a sala./k.-:::u~.

The smaller area includes a "Dharmic"
\..

School which is also a ~u~.

In the collection of reliquaries

of quite different shapes (and more plentiful) than are found
in other wats.

., /--'ii'

We first went to the sa.la. kvu
and there met an old priest.

ln the larger compound

He was born in Nakh:>.n Pathom

and has lived most of his clerical life in

Me.

SO.t and has justll\~
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come to this wat this lent.
Since this monk didn r t know much we then went to the school
where we found the abboV.

Again, he was a relatively young man.

We stayed about an hour and a half talking with him.

Some of the

information which he told us are as foilows.
There are currently 5 priests and 9 novices in the wat.
This wat has a school for Dharmic studies called ro.~ian
phra· por!yattham

~~~~~'W'tt.J~~~'t'$~\1

founded in B.E. 2503 (1950).

).

The school was

It is not operating this year because

the waf is too involved in the construction of the new bo.t.
r\
year the students go to ~at Si thib~~J3.

When the school is

This
0-

perating it is mainly for monks and novices although laymen can
attend.
At the moment the wat has one Karen novice who was ordained
here, but is currently ~ away studying Pali in
This wat was founded 70 f years ago.

•

According to Me.t's

lua~ (Vlli'§'\~.Gn-)

Me.

H;.~ so.n.

Its original name is

Thai-English dictionary, na.t

in northern Thai and na.t ('W%l§\) in central

Thai, is a shrub or shrubbery tree technically known as Blumea
Balsamitera and colloquially as Ngai Camphor Plant.
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Thai believe that this na.t tree

The abboif.'says that the

...,l

is good protection against the phI c.e.t) ..
The ~t attracts people

from villages as far away as 16

kilometers to become monks and novices.

This includes Karen villages.

This led the monk to talk about Me.tl.ya. which I had heard about
before as being a Christian village.

The abbott said of the 60

households in this village 10 are Buddhist, 4 catholic, and the
rest are Protestant (Baptist).
their religion they

e1~het'"

I f the Buddhists want to follow

have to invi te monks ( there is no

w&t in the village) or go to a neighboring

khonm~a~

village.

Most Karen Buddhists in the district, the abbot answered
in response to my question, use

kamm~a~

form of sermons and

chants although a few still use Burmese or Shan forms, but the
latter seem to be disappearing.

we had a long discussion about ceremonies held in local wats.
',L

People in Mae Sariang called "the leading of lentil (wan ..ZI.k
phansa.

_~'\bre>e>1\l>f.,I';i"j"$'\

as the most important festival and

has distinctive customs associated with it.

It lasts for three

days and ~ the northeast includes a kern fai.
One ceremony which is restricted in practice is the "washing
Ad

of the Buddha.':s relics", phi thi. so~a.m phra boranma tha. t (ortk!
1.-1

Mj~,,~~'U-:r~'tht:l
,

A

A

wat Tha. kha.rq

)

which is held only at wat kltt1.wong and

~;'V

('J01o/l1'\Y\~

).

W&t Tha. kha.rq is outside the city.
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(

Each year sane wats, but not all, will have the The. t Maha.
cha.t

(vY\~~,*,.('\~) which

is similar to the Bun phra

9

we.t of the

northeast.
The Bun B5.!J Fai
northeast.-

~~

('U'b\.YU~~\:):Y\ )

is held in this area as in the

" v
The Bun B5.!J Fai is held in the 8th lunar month,

northern reckoning (6th lunar month, Central Thai reckoning), that
is) May.
This date lead to a comment that northern lunar months are 2
months ahead of the Central Thai calendar.
I then asked the abbo~ to give the ceremonies held at each
lunar month.

He didn't get very far but he gave me the following

attenuated list.

(

In the first month there is The.tsaJca.n

9

0•k

phansa. (~~~~\l~~~'1-'1

) that is "end of Buddhist lent." And
(~,f\~f\
)
also is the S ceremony called sala.k kaphat/in Central Thai. There
the abbot.,t
was considerable discussion between ~¢ and Cit about whether this
~

ceremony can precede the end of lena ceremony or follow it.

Ob-

viously, as it is now happening, it can precede and can also thus
be in the 12th lunar month.

Followhg in the first lunar month
t:'

p..

there is also the ceremony known as The.t maha.cha.t (,,"'()qf'lb~"\~t'I)
•

7

According to Phra thamra.t cha.nawat's dictionary this is called

in the local language Bo.k Fai (

).
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During the first and second lunar months the ceremony of Th3.t
().

kathrn (~(\~'Yb

may take pl.ace.

In the second lunar month

there is a ceremony known as Thawaei kha.o

rna

thupa ya.t
v

CC"t'~'Y;)~~'th~

v

1h Central Thai and ta.n khaopha.c~o lualj (1'r\~"'611"'t6'tJA\'1;R~;)~
•

Thai and thawa.i kha.o s3.mt3.

1)

in northern

)

~

(1PIl()~'\';)~~O'\e

) in Shan.

Also in

the second lunar month there is a ceremony knCMn as 10.i Kratholj
( ~a>:J'l\")'':;:<¥\.l3

) which happens or occurs on the 16th of November.

The conversation then turned to the "Dharmic" Ambassador
(Tharnmathu.t) (~~(t1) or Buddhist missionary program.

The abbott

said that it was not restricted only to monks from Bangkok and that
in the dry season 4 fmonks fran Mae sariang (2 fran wat ftl#t kittiwong,
1 each from wat s!th!mongkhon and wat sLbunrvalj) participate in
from
the program. The groups of people who go out In the tribal deve1opment centers to Karen village include besides a health officer, an
agricultural officer, a "meditating" monk (one skilled in Vipassana)
and a "preaching" monk.

Although two to th£'ee of these monks are

from Bangkok, the others are from Chiang Mai and kamm\1at4 is the
medium of canrnunication.

The abbot/. also referred to what he called

A

Thammaca.rik (1S''&~~~~\\ ), literally wandering Dharma, which is
apparently applied to monks who wander around the countryside in
March, April or May.
(in propagandizing 1).

He says this program has had some success
[This program is actually the local name

for the Thammathu.t program.]
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The conversation next tUrrled to the re1iquaq;es in the courtyard.
These were, as I had surmised, primarily for laymen. In the north
reliquaries for the ashes of laymen and ordina.ry monks are called
I

I

I

ko.ku. (n~~

) or simply ku.

(~

), while those for the Buddha and

r/.lll)

,

his disciples or important monks are called tha.t (~,~ ).
The abbot

said that there is an Indian monk now

kittiwong (a brother of a cloth merchant in town) and there have
also been Chinese monks in that temple.
Last year 3 to 4 Karens were recruited to the tribal oeve10pment Center and were sent to Bangkok to be ordained as monks.
of them was a village headman.

One

They will return at the end of Lent.

The man in charge of building the bo.t csnes fran Lamphun.
Already 70,000 baht has been spent on the bo.t and it is not yet
finished.

Money canes primarily fran the people, but also in part
q.\ready
from the government. It has
..
been more than two years in
the building and will be at least 3 years before it is finished.
In February there will be a special ceremony at the wat

known,'

in kammv.alJ as tha.n tho· ('T\""\~\Y\'\~

)

to help raise

money for the wat.
Invitation to Attend Sala.kkaphat Ceremony at Wat ·ommara.wa.t
Today a man representing the wat canmittee of wat ·onunara.wa.t
(wat pa hiao) brought us an invitation to attend festivities connected with a sa1a.kkaphat ceremony.
reads as follows:

The invitation, as translated,

I"Schedule of Events·

Thambun sa1a .kkaphat (ta .nte.n)
Wat • anmara. wa. t

(';""-1":

Ampha Mae Sariang

;S~:)"In /rr-~

[O,onk.II~\lo]) +
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Together with the wat committee and the congregation of Wat ~ommara.wa.t
has

KM~

arranged the merit making of presenting sala.kkaphat (ta.nte.n)

according to the following schedule.
t4l") ,"

.

(September22l,
1967 is a day to decorate, prepare, and receive the
\
.'
things which Thai offer.

In the evening there will be a movie show.

23 September 1967 (5th day of waning of the moon, 12th lunar month
northern reckoning) is the day of merit-making.
10:30

presentation of food to monks

11:00

begin~ ceremony of presenting sala.kkaphat including

ceiving of the precepts, one section of the
sermon.

.,

re-

anlSODsala.k (

When finished there will be a presentation of a

khn;al] i:hai tha.n

(~~~"~",,,uY'\\~

) then followed by the

formal expression of gratitude which ends the
ceremony.
In arranging the ~ala.kkaphat merit-making this time it is calculated
to be the first time for wat "ommara.wa.t.

Thus we respectfully take

this opportunity to invite all the (congregation' (public

?)

to join to-

gether in making merit and showing formal gnatitude with all the other
congregations on this occasion.

Signed - ~ommara.wa.t

wat committee,

sponsor."
(n~)

*

Sala.lt

(~~"\J\ )

meaning food.

literally means ticket or label and

~Lis

0..

form

\0,"' ....."'0

The term sala.kkaphat is the Thai name for the ceremony.
local word for ceremony, although Na.i Me.t's
v

'ttl

,

dictionary gives the name as either kln ko.i sala... k

.....
~...
(\~ .\.\"1(.) ;J,:nn

)

t44J

..

('

~~~p~~~

)
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~ t-

or ta.n ko.i sala.k (~'\~hu.,.;nl\

).

In Phra tham Ra.tcha.nuwat's

~'U1

dictionary it gives the following:entry under sala.kkaphat:

"kha.o-

), kinsala .k

~..,

..., ~'\" )Jft

(~Irlobi')"\'l

Kingshill (p. 204-207) says the name in Ku DaelJ was kIn

sala.k (~~~N~n

).

True Marlowe says that in the village she is working

in near Chiang Mai the name is kIn ko, i sa la .k r.. ~\-'" t ~ u ~ VI J .
Ta.n

(l"l'lk )

cognate with Central Thai tha:i.n
(\I.;"\~

).

("""I\)IJ..) ,

'alms or gift'.

---

I cannot find an entry for te.n/although it probably means 'to substitute
for or to replace' which is the word given under te.n in Purnell's dictionary and would thus be cognate with Central Thai the.n

(H"Y\H.

).

l~5J

),
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Sala.kJKaphat at Wat

....

ommara.wa.t

Because I had to take Sa~a. to Chiang Mai on Thursaay and Friday
and just returned this afternoon, I was unable to return to the ceremony
at wat "ommara.wa.t.

However, Jane, Nicholas, La~and La:'s sister (our

landlady) attended the ceremony.

The offering that our family made

consisted of an earthen ware water vase filled with uncooked rice
(kha.osa.n) into which was stuck

~

'money tree'.

bamboo tree decorated with artificial flowers and
ours was placed 15 baht from us and 10 baht from

This latter is a
p~es

Sa~a.

of money.

On

Jane also took

our silver khan filled with the traditional offerings of worship, flowers,
candles, and incense.
Jane said that other people's offerings at the wat consisted in part
of ones like ours and in part pails filled with dry food (or foods that
could be kept for several days) and other things (money tree, kha.osa.n,
etc. ).
Jane said that the things in the khan were presented in the usual
way at the beginning of the ceremony.

The sala.kkaphat offering was

first taken away by a member of the organizing committee, then"

. when

her turn came, she was taken to a monk and a member of the organizing
committee

said to the monk that this person came to make ~n offering.

Jane said that she wasnot aware of numbers being

~uck

into the offerings

or of the gifts being presented by 'lottery --although she may not have
been attuned to this facet of the ceremony.
A Burmese orchestra played outside the wlha.n where the
was held. (;11-)

cere~ony
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Karen Businessmen in Mae Sariang
George Po came over this afternoon to talk about a letter he had
received from Professor Cady.

He was so obviously looking for a job

that it was almost painful.
\Vhile talking with him, we asked about Karen businessmen or shopkeepers in Mae Sariang.
Benny had given us.

He gave us a similar story to the one which

There was a Karen landowner (married to a Shan)

who also owned a small shop in the market.
to Wichian who in turn is half Chinese.
is the ownership of the small shop.

His daughter was married

The only variation on the story

The wife of the Karen, being S:lan,

not khonm~a~, and not knowing whether Wichian was half Lua~ or not.
I wonder if Karens make any distinction between Shans and khon-

He also said that when he first came here (13 years ago) there were
anly three Chinese merchants each of whose
elk, that is cek.

na~e

he prefaced by

t~e

title

Na.i Tha.n's father, Na.i Wlchian's father and samnat,

the owner of the hotel were the three Chinese in question.
said that there were

~

now a large number of mixed bloods.

However, he

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written September, 1967
Page 48 of 77

September 25, 1967

~1) Invitation to the sala.kkaphat ceremony of Wat Co.m ce.D
Today I received a hand-written invitation to attend a sala.kka_
phat ceremony at wat Co.m cs.~.
the note.

This was the information contained in

"We the congregational group of Wat Co.m ce.n. are pleased

to invite you to come together with us to make merit in the festival
of presenting sala.kkaphat (ta.nte.n) at Wat Co.m ce.n. on the 26th
of

September 1967 (8th day of the waning of the moon, 12th lunar month,

northern reckoning).
Time:

12:30

Congregational Group of Wat Co.m

C6.~fl

,/
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CU.~) Sali3..kkaphat Ceremony at Wat Co.m ce.lJ
A little after 12:30 today I arrivaa at wat Co.m ce.lJ to witness and
participte in the sala.kkaphat ceremony.
son Khe.k, and Safja..

I

I

v..

..

Jo

was accompanied by Clt, Clt's

couldn't go earlier or stay too long because

Peter and Sally were visiting at midday and Jane and Nicholas were not
well.
When we arrived, the majority of the people were in the wlha.n or
just outside on the porch and entering the neighboring sa.la, although
some people were milling around.

A khonm\,larj orchestra.i, consisting

primarily of a long drum and gongs, was playing on the veranda of the

nW

khuti.

The inside of the wat was arranged something as follows: t'\..... 1\Ul\ ~011-),

I did not take a sala.k gift, rather I took the silver khan,
filled with flowers, candles, incense and an envelope containing 25
baht.

I made the presentation of these infront of the main monks

shortly after I arrived.

There were containers for flowers and incense

in front of these monks.

With each bunch of flowers I made a separate

wai.

I did the same with the incease.

I didn't see any candles in

the offering for the monks so I kept these back.
the envelope with the money to the monks.

I also presented

I then retired to a sitting

position in the central part of the wlha.n.
Some chanting had been going on when we arrived but I was too misoriented to get it recorded.

However, once back in the center,

started recording in the midst of a . "
of the gifts.

I

layman's chant of presentation

This was done in formalized northern Thai.

followed by another person (monk ?) whom I could not

This was

see because

\

(il-\ .J
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C~sj

he was sitting behind a post. He was also chanting in formal northern Thai.
During this chant a layman took a ba.t or monk's alms bowl and filled it
LI.\'tJ

with slips on which numbers were written.
the numbers attached to each offering.

These numbers corresponded to

The ba.t was passed to each monk

and novice who selected a slip (cap sala.k (ov~~,~

))•

One monk then

followed around with a notebook and wrote the name of the monk, his wat,
and the number he selected.

After all the monks and novices had selected

their numbers several lay leaders also took numbers.
During the course of the

cerem~

firecrackers were set off.

When the chanting ended, chimes were s truc~'.
Then the monks chanted their official acceptance of the offering.
This chant was in the northern Thai form (suat

kammya~).

This was followed by a chant by the chief layman in formalized
northern Thai.
Then there was a short introductory suat by the chief monk and then
the trUat na.m in Thai style chanting by all the monks.
Then the gifts were distributed.
off the lists made by the one monk.

This was done by a layman reading
When the gift was announced, it was

taken outside to the paviliorll surrounding the wat,

"Q.~

-\t.v. d,,~

o.."el

monk would have a private presentation and thank you.

As there were more

gifts than monks, the remaining ones were given to'

wat C~.m ce.D·

Those given to particular monks and novices were taken home to the
monk's or novice's home wat.
After the distribution was through there was another short chant
by the laymen (unrecorded) and then the ceremony was

over.C4~)
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The gifts in this case consisted primarily of buckets filled with
kha.osa.n, veget~s, fruits, canned foods, fresh fruits that can be
kept (Cit emphasized that the gifts of food must be of the type that
,-..

can be kept for a long time). There were also

earth~ware

vases, utensils

of various sorts (particularly brooms), etc.

Each offering had a pieee

of paper attached telling who its donor was.
The people who attended the ceremony came primarily from the neighborhood and included some Lua? from sa.n Phs?
I noticed that this ceremony, as in all other Thambun I have seen
in Mae Sariang, the people often hold flowers, and popped corn and
sometimes incense in between their hands when sitting in the wai posi-
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Interview wi th the Abbot of INa t Canthara.wa. t
This afternoon Cit took me to Wat Canthara.wa.t

\"'at manta.le.)

A

where we talked to Phra? Ya.nika. (~.~~t\b'l\1

), the abbot/.

When we entered the wat we were confronted primarily

~ifM/tMe

by the large new sa.la. which is under construction. We met the

abbo~

near the new bU~ing and spent most of the initial conversation in
(and on) the sa.la..

The abbo~ said that the Phanasit Company had

donated 57,500 baht towards the construction of the sa.la ••

This re-

presents the vast majority of 60,000 baht the abbo~ estimates the
sa.la. will cost.

The old sa.la. (wiha.n

?)

of which the abbo~ later

showed me a picture was built in traditional Burmese style.

But, un-

fortunately, it was beginning to fall down and had to be replaced.
Since no workmen know how to construct in the old Burmese style, this
new building will not be in the same style, although it does have the
several layers of roofs characteristic of Burmese wats.
cit said later that the donation from the Phanasit Co. came in
part from the Company and in part from the family who mms the com/~" \j

pany (this corroborates Mark Anderson's story).

/

the fact that the family which owns the Phanasit Co. is originally Mo.n
explains why this wat was chosen.
The abbott says that this wat is 60 years old and has the local
name af wat Manta.le. because the first abbot)1was from Handalay.
CThe bo.t at the wat is a small building made of concrete.
has a dedication in Thai on

~~e

mantel before the entrance.

It
y

The se.ma.

which surround the bOt are not like Thai se.ma. but are sides of un-

if

r
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carved stone. on one of the pillars of the new sa.la. there was some
writing in Burmese.

In front of the new sa.la. is an unusual bell.

There is also a smaller sa.la. built in the same style as the bo.t.
Finally, there is a khutl which is also used as a place where services
are held.
I asked the
at this wat.

abbo~

about any special ceremonies which are held

He says that in the 12th month, northern reckoning, or

about November, there is a ceremony called tha,n kha.o phra~ cao lua~
).

Although this ceremony is held in every wat,

it has a special form here.

Also at the Witsakha.bu.cha. ceremony

people come especially to worship

'V,.. ....

fl 'j.bb'W~

we

).

at

the sacred Eo tree (ton pho. -

This tree came originally from Ceylon via Burma.

then talked about Burmese wats in Thailand.

The abbott took

us to the khutl where he brought out a list of Burmese wats whose
monks are included in a Burmese clerical organization called khana
IS'

\

SOlJ phama. (~~f;\'~"(\l"N~1 ).

The headquarters of thi~ o£gan~ation
(~1S'\.l~i'~

)

is in Lampang and the chief monk or ~athibOdi.soij/lives in the Lampang
,

,

A'?

wat of 'dat Tha.ma o.

01

\

ct~

('l§\:vn~"tJ\'GI

).

,
This wat also teaches in Burmese

as well as in Thai, Apparently the only wat to teach in Burmese.

A

number of Burmese wats included in this association by province are
as follows:
Bangkok

3

Lampang

11

Chiang Mai

10

Chiangrai

3

Me.

6

HO.t:) S~.n

Ta.k (ME:' So.t)

2
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Phrs.

1
36 (33 in

TOTAL

~~e

north)

In Me. H5.~ S;.n province the breakdown is as follows:

Ampha. Pa.i

1

Mae Sariang

4

KhUn Yuam

1

In his own state~ent, as distinct from the official listing, the
said
abbot}s of the Burmese wat in KhUn Yuam had been transformed into a
~urmese-Shan

mixed

wat.

There is apparently another Burmese wat,at

Me. la.lUa~ (located about 50 kilometers from Mae Sariang).

In Mae

sariang the wats listed in the official listing as Burmese are Wat
0,Q~eb~~ 1).,(~f)&Q@~~) (, 1~yIa"(l-t'\a'ItS)
01
5=l1_?:_lJsu.IJ, wat canthara.wa.;, wat susa.n (f)ac:;6<""~
), another name
c-~6,,~eiJ~\ )
for wat ~ommara.wa.t and wat cO.lJ kham, the wat near the landing on

the river.
I inquired a bit more about each of these wats.

All the clergy are from here, although they are descendants of Shan.
It is known as a Shan wat.
2.

Wat

co.~

kham.

It has 1 monk and no novices.

The monk is; from

here and a descendant of Shan (according to Cit he doesn't speak any
central Thai).
3.

It is also a Shan wat.

Wat pa hiao or wat susa.n or wat ~ommara.wa.t. It hasA 2 monks

and no novices.

Both monks were ordained in the Thai rather than the

Burmese way (apparently in contrast to the other monks in the Burroese
wats).

The older monk is a descendant of Burmese and has traveled to
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(
Burma.

The younger monk, the abbo¥, is a Karen.

It is known as a

Taungsa or Taungthu wat.

4.

Wat canthara.wa.t.

It has 2 monks and ndnovices.

The abbotl, the

man who I am interviewing, is from Burma and the second monk is from
Me.

S~.t

(a descendant of Burmese).

It is known as the Mandalay wat

because the original abbott came from Mandalay.
for
According to the abbot{ the qualificationsiin a Burmese wat w¢J.1.Xl<i
ing
be/an abbo~ of a wat includes the following:
a.

10 lents in the monkhood

b.

ability to chant the Patimoka

c.

knowledge of the sangha

d.

understanding of the teaching of the phra~misu.t (?)

e.

being able to give sermons so that other monks can understand
them

I asked about the 'congregation' of the wat.

They are mainly

Burmese wi th some local people who live in this a rea (even though the
sermons are given in Burmese).

The Burmese of Mae Sariang come from

many places in Burma, not just from one specific area.
Gwat ccrrunittee.

There is no

There is just a wat councilor sapha (~~1).

There is always a Th3.t kathln in this wat although no sponsor
has come forth as yet.
is~a

It may end up being a kathln sammakhi., that

kath!n in which a large number of people join together in sponO

soring the ceremony.

[Actually the thS.t kathln of this wat is spon-

sored every year by the Phanasit Co.]
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There is no sala.kkaphat ceremony at this wat and it is not usual
for Burmese wats to have it.

Note:

was evert held at wat pa hiao.
the ceremony.

for.
dead.

However, we did discuss the meaning of

I asked what te.n

cognate with the.n

(\'VY\"\h),

it was the first time the ceremony

(bbln~)

meant.

He said that it is

the central Thai word, meaning to substitute

I asked if this meant the offerings were given in memory of the
However, both Cit and the abbot, said this wasn't the case, but

I didn't quite understarld what was meant.
Returning to the question of Burmese wats, I asked if any of the
Karen wats were included in the Burmese organization or followed the
Burmese way.

He said thet wat

has changed to be Shan.

He.

ha.n used to be Burmese, but now it

[Sometimes the abbot; makes a distinction be-

tween the Shan and Burmese, while other times he says they are the same.]
He said the Shan wats in

Ms.

Ha.~ S5.n are not included in the Burmese

organization, but that they can give sermons in Burmese.

The Burmese

organization of Thailand has been in existence only ten years.
I asked about divisions of the order in Burma comparable to the
Thammaylitnika.i and Maha.nika.i in Thailand.

He answered that the

equivalent of the Thammaylitnika.i is called Shweigin (?sp.) and the
equivalent of the Mahanika.i is what he called Thatthama (?sp.).

Both

types are represented in Thailand or rather the Burmese organization
here follows the middle way between the two.
He then brought out the monks registration book whith is
0'

dl

as

p,

the nalJsi/.suthi (~'\t?iIi\~~"J\~ ).
things about his life.

kn~

And with this in hand I gathered a few

He was born in 1923 in the $ to\~ of Saka.i

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written September, 1967
Page 60 of 77

September 27, 1967

Page 6

(
ttransliterated from the Thai spelling).

He was ordained as a novice at

the age of 10 in 1933 and ordained as a monk at the age of 20 in 1943.
He came to Thailand in 1957 and lived for two years in Bangkok and then
moved to Mae Sariang in 1959.

He made his first and only return trip

or visit back to Burma in 1963 and spent 3 months there.
I

noticed that he had a Burmese calendar and CIt asked him if he

got it and books and things from Burma.

He said that the Burmese

counsul in Chiang Mai got things for the Burmese wat.
We

~looked

at the Buddha images on the shrine.

He said that most

of them came from Mandalay at a time when traffic between Burma and
~

Thailand was easy.
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[S-"1nterview with the Abbot,

of wa t s1 thirnongkhon and the Kamnan of Tambon

Mae Sariang
Today Jane, Cit and I went to wat sithimongkhon to interview the
abbot

who is also the cao khana tambon ('w1iif\l"ri~ ~"v~

).

Also present

at the interview was the Kamnan, I believe of Tambon Mae Sariang.

This

man is very interesting in that he is a central Thai who came here 30
years ago as a policeman

a~

settled down here.

We first discussed the sala.kkaphat ceremony.
is holding this ceremony on Saturday.

Wat Sithimongkhon

I inquired if the ceremony could

be to make merit for people who had died.

Although Cit had said that

it couldn't be a sa~hatha.n (offering for the dead) offering, both
the abbot 7 and Kamnan said that it could be.
olden times the monks didn't
drew them for the monks.
At wat

C~.m ce.~

The

K~mnan

said that in

draw the ~ala.k slips, but the laymen

However, now monks draw their ovm slips.

when I aaw laymen drawing slips, they were drawing

for monks who had been invited to the ceremony but they lived so far
away they couldn't come.

I asked the abbot.' if there were a certain

number of monks who were invited.

He said no and the Kamnan said it

depended how many the people wanted to invite.

The abbot. said, I

believe, that sometimes as many monks are invited as there are Buddha
images in the wat.

In wat s!thlmongkhon there are 18 images.

I then described the kha.osa.k ceremony in the northeast.
and the Bun pradapdin do not exist in the north.
however.

(also called Bun kha.o k1.)

month, northern reckoning.

This

Bun kha.oci. does

It occurs in the 5th lunar

The Karnnan said that he didn't

think~~J
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~

kha.osa.k was related to wansa.t, a Brahmanistic ceremony in the central
Plains.
Since the abbot

is the

~ao

khana tambon, I asked the abbot

about

organization of the Sangha at this level and about the wafs under him.
There are 4 cao khana tambon in Ampha Mae Sariang.

The abbot

said that

the boundaries of these administrative districts sometimes include two
tambons.

In actual fact as I discovered in planning out the wats under

the abbot, the tambon in the church structure may be quite different
from the tambon in the administrative structure (this may be a function
of the fewer number of wats in Mae Sariang as compared with other areas
of the oountry).

The following is the list of seats of cao khana'tambon,

the nwnber of wats, and the nominal administrative Tambon in which these
.~'1ats

are located. n

,~

)
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SANGHA ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS AND DISTRI~TION OF WATS IN MAE:
sARI"~G

DISTRICT·

Seat of the
Cao Khana Tambon

Administrative Tambon
in which these wats
are located

No. of
Wats
Under
Him

Wat Chaiyala.p

'"\Ut:l'H"'

Tambon

8

[ Tambon M ae.
~
La • N'9.1.. (1'-""""''';;0)
......
Wa t

sI. bunrvang

II/at Na.m Dip

Tambon Mae. Sariang

8
5

r-

6 (or 7) (T.

LT.
TOTAL

•

•

r~e.

Khatuan

K9.n9 K<$.i

l\\~ U").).l\

l. Il~~.))
(f\~ C'\")\L )

((\~

25 (or 26)'·

Information accDrding to the abbot of Wat Sithimongkhon.

w

\I~~:: 1S001)

\

Mae. Yuam

T . Mae. Khong

wat Sithimongkhon "~Y\;l.lJ~;:)

l

i:..,l> )
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The following is a list of wats, their location, the number of
their inhabitants, and the

~

~thnic

identification of the village in

which they are located, which are under the cao khana
in wa t 51 thimongkhon. [I; tJ

t~~bon

living
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WATS UNDER THE CAO KHANA TAMBON WHO LIVES IN WAT SITHfMONGYJ-ION·

No.
Monks

No.
Novices

Ethnic Identification

Ci ty IT. (Ha.e s~iang

2

5

Khonm1,fang

T. Mae. Khatuan
(~Il}le'l"t\~~ )
ditto

4

8

khonm1,fang

1

1

Lua

ditto

4

7

Khonm1,fang ••

1

5

Lua

T. Mae. Yuam \

1

6

Lua

ditto

0

0

Lua

13

32

wat

Location

Sith.l.mongkhon
Pha.pha.
,

~~'>V\I'>

6),~

Hai

<:\)..li"

Mae. Khatuan
•-:. i\

,Il\.,'"

.

K9.ng Kq.i
t\~'>

it
""iI~\,~

T. K«.ng

'ib v ;. ,!'Ii"

Huai Sa.i
~

TOTAL

~~~~)
Iv

..
,

--~

Khonm1,fang

•••

.j .

n.".<>

Huai SIng

~)

C\,\)~'0;}'\l)

?

,

• •••
•••••

YC"W

Information according to the abbot of Wat Sithimongkhon.

••

There apparently used to be a Shan element in this village, but no more •

•••

The mo~ in this village, however, is khonm1,fang and comes from Chiangmai •

••••

Although the monk in this wat is Lua', he can speak only kamm1.fa~.

•••••

There was a monk i~ this wat but he is currently wway studying.
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CSbJ We discussed the participation of Lua~ and Karen in Buddhism.

The

abbot of Sithlmongkhon said that the only Karen wat in the district was
Ba.n Me. Ha.n in Tambon Ba.n Ka.t.

There has also been Karen from

) and Ba.n KhUn Wong (
been ordained as novices.
Ya.~

.
(\\»

.

ceremony

e:rt

~

) who have

A Karen from Ba.n Me.wai, T~~n Tha. s5.~

,~. f'\")~.,)Ul~

no

~~"),)

offered to give money in the ordination

someone who will be ordained in Ba.n Pha. Pha.

the abbot said that Karens usually do not know enough Thai
to be able to be ordained.

However,
(karnm9a~)

However, the abbot thinks that it will be

good if there were more who were ordained because they would learn more
Thai and more about Buddhism at the same time.
As to Lua~, they are rarely ordained as monks, although a number are
ordained as novices.

In addition to those from vilaages given in the
also
above table Lua~ had/been ordained as novices in wat kittiwong, wat
co.m ce.~, and wat co.m th~.~.

Lua~ were present in fairly large

numbers at the sala.kkaphat ceremony at wat 7 co.m
from Ba.n Phe~.

ce.~.

They came

Sometimes Karen and Lua~ make merit at wat slthlmongkhon.

I mentioned that it was strange that Karen Buddhists do not affiliate
with Burmese wats.

This did not elicit any response, but it did lead

to a comment by the kamnan and seconded by the abbot that those who attend
Burmese

a

wats are too attached to their own nationality (cha.t niyom).

I asked if the Karen followed Buddhism in a different way from Thai
Buddhists.

v.

After considerable efforts to explain what I meant (with

Clt's help) and describing Ted Stern's findings in Kanchanaburi the
at
abbot did w say that there was a Karen/Me. So.t who was a famous teacher.
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co;l.

This led me into a series of questions about the khru.ba. khao

(~~11l~?

who lives in Amphe. Li. and is famous a~ong the Karen and Lua~.

I was

told by both the abbot and the kamnan, much the same s tory as Donna
Markham had gotten in Chiang Mai.

This man is

8<"

defrocked monk,

forced to leave the monkhood because he cut timber without official
permission.

Currently he lives in a wat in which there are no monks.

He has a large following because of his good works and
velopment in helping people.

encour~ging

de-

He is one of a number of people who wear

white robes and are known as "white robes"

)

.

The most common of the "white robes" are nuns, but men can wear them
as well.

The kamnan says that the people who wear the white cloth
r~)

have clean or pure minds or souls (e1 teai sa

~ a. t

~li\<)~ ~":. ~ "'I"

They often live in wats but is not necessary that they do so.

).
Women

also practice Vipassana.
We also talked about local history, much of which I lost, because
the kawnan spmke very rapidly and didn't give me time to take notes.
However, among the things I did gather were the following.
the kamnan nor the abbot know of any books on local history.

N~ither

The dis-

trict officer tried to find one a few years ago but was unsuccessful.
The kamnan says that when he first came, he saw an old book at the
police station, but it disappeared.
When the word khUn

,

('1~ )

appears in the title of a village,

it indicates the title was given to the headman (usually Lua") and
later incorporated into the same of the village.

The village of

KhUn Yuarn used to be a Lua" village, but now it is entirely a Karenr\+~
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village.
The tribute which Mae Sariang used to send to Chiang Mai was a type
of orchid knwwn as "Q.alJs

e"

"-'

c:.I\

(~~,') i.l.i'f~,;

)•

The kamnan believes that all of the original inhabitants of Mae
Sariang were Lua" and that the khomm1.faq came fran ehiang Hal.
already knew, there used to be a moat around the city.

As I

In the local

d
language this was called kh1.f. vdalJ (~, ~I6U-3
) and in Thai khu. m1.falJ
cl'

( ~~~~~

)

.

The old town was a square and I received some additional

information about the old city.
TvJO

villages in this area used to be filled with bandits.--Ba.n
1).0

\

Me.khatuan ('tI'I''I4\:,b~ A~9"\'d~
mixed population.

In

'lJ

~

\

) and Ba.n Mai ('\J1'\4 b~\l

).

They had a

addition Mae Sariang was also Subject to the

tax by Red Karen (ya.lJ de.!) f)1.s

b~~9

).

For this reason the ruler

of Chiang Mai had to send very tough people to govern here.

These

comments were all made by the kamnan.
The abbot said that this temple is about 150 to 160 years old.
Miscellaneous Notes
The name of the big shop in town which is supposed to be owned
by half Chinese, half Lua" , married to a half Karen, half Shan has
tJ

el

the official name of 3.m "a.rl. (~)lt)1'cl
surname of the owner.

).

This apparently is the
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sala.kkaphat Ceremony at Wat Sithlmongkhon
This morning about 9:35 Jane and I went to wat slthlmongkhon to
observe another sala.kkaphat ceremony.

When we arrived, people were

bringing the .§ali_.k gifts into the wiba.n (this wat has no bo.t).
Monks were still gathering in the
the wat grounds.
....

,,::1T~

,

the·k~.rth~ a

-

In

.....l -"
"'.[v,.,,,

:.'

~uthl

and children were playing around
Capt. S&.m iJlaidi.

police

~

0

(V,. ~iH)~ l)'\""~~t~H"

was playing central Thai music on an instrument

something like a si tar called a.KhIID

c
("').l).

Mr. S&.m said that the

instrument was of Chinese origin and that the wood of the instrument
,

also came from China.

Below the

.1

.~u.1!l.i children

were playing with long

dru~s and g00gs [recorded both music, especially that of the khlm].

,

'...

In the kufut.'
priests and novices cNitintie~ to filter in until
(,
about 11100.
...

-

-,

thekuthl.

At the

sa~e

time women and a few men brought food into

This was dished out and placed on low tables.

the monks and novices sat down around these tables and
without any

ceremony.

to the wiha.n.

About 11:15
began eating

At this point we left thek~th( and went

CIt, who had joined us, said that the monks would

C~':;l~"N~)

chant a suat phon after eating and then move into the wlba.n.
While waiting for the monks, I had an opportunity to observe in
more detail the arrangements in the wlha.n.
many people as at wat c::>.m ce.!J.

There were not nearly as

The abbot said that only about 30

households (langkha. ryan) norma 11 y provide food for VIa t s1 thlffiongkhon
as compared to over 100 at wat C::>.m ce.!J.

~~ong people car0Jing things

into the wiha:n was one woman wearing a Karen blouse.

Most of the

women, however, were dressed in Burmese silk ~ha.sln and plain tlouses-the dress of the

khonm~a!J

men present than I

women on festive occasions.

There were more

might have expected, including several bachelors

r.~.:>

]
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and a number of employees from the Phanasit Co.

However, today being a

Saturday, means that many men who work 9 to 5 jobs could come.

[Seeing

men from the Phanasit Co. present, I asked Cit if this was the wat he
regu.""'"larly made

/"

In

eri t at.

He said he didn' t go to any particular wat.

If he were a native of !1ae Sariang, he
neighborhood" wat.

t 10, 1

probably make merit at his

But since he is an outsider, he goes to different

wats on different occasions.]
as follo"'ls.

w~d

The setting of the wiha.n was something
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Distributed around the wlhLn were dishes containing hand-rolled

cigarettes and

mia~,

spittoons and water jugs.

These were for the use

of the people attending the ceremony.
I noted that the 3 Buddha images all had decorated cloths around
I

their tops called phS .hOm (c.:;-.., ",U.,

), 11 terally

'blankets' or 'shawls'.

I asked if these shawls were changed every season as is the case for the
&merald Buddha in Bangkok.

The old man who was sitting near me said no

t.~a...l t"",~

on the first Wan phra~ after ~o.k phansa., that is, eight
CIi,,", 'b ~ '\)
days after the end of Lent (wan 8 kham). They are replaced by similar
they

were~ year

en.,)
cloths of the same color.

The old cloths are kept and used for other

purposes around the wat.
are changed a

Actually on the same day as when the cloths

ceremony is held during which the whole wat is set in
,
}

.

I then turned my attention to the sala.k offerings.

As I have

noted before they are goods and food which does not need to be consu~ed

immediately.

kmong the things I saw in the various offerings

were money (usually in 'trees'), sugar cane, bananas, coconuts, other
types of fruit, cooked corn, takrai, canned fish, plates, bread (really
sweet rolls) rulers, notebooks, soap, kha.osa.n, matches, brooms, candles,
flowers, incense,

~hrGan.

glasses, etc., etc.

bu.cha., in a single collection, water jugs,

Most of the offerings were placed in tin buckets,

but some were in water basins add others in baskets.
Each offering was marked with a 'flag' on which was written
number

to be used in the ceremony.

the

In addition to each was attached a

piece of paper on which was written either in Thai script or in northern
Thai script the names of the donor and the person to whom

the merit
CJ, t)
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~bmade in this ceremony was to be given.

When the merit is "given away",

is directed to someone dead ( thus corroborating the other information,
including the abbot's explanation

of the ceremony during the day, that

the sala~k offerings are usually for the dead).

I made copies of two of

the "dedicat.ions".
" It is the faithful intention of Mr. Nio Bun~a~ together with [his]
wife and all his children to make an offering for merit.

The merit

accruied is to be kept to be used [literally, 'to eat'] in the future.
It is in accordance with [the donors] wishes that the tiessings be fourfold:

.

age, complexion (or caste), happiness and physical strength with

.......,

t he • n sawa.thu.

etc.~U

\~O"\'K'1 <;\~Y\15'

,-a

"'

v
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..t\
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It is the faithful intention of i1Ls. T~.n as [the main donor] together
ii-'-:

U·;;:.'

',J~, ;..",.&......

with Mrs. Nuan and ~~s. Dua~ta. and also with her husband and all her
children to dedicate an offering to

Khampan, her mother, who has

~xs.

already been carried away [i.e., died].

Let tl1is merit be sent [to her];

.....

.....

~ri)OI G'I'J"V

V"I"'"

~'i>

0('<>

H l~ \-4.") ~
C\

'6> -y'\ 0{

~

'l.

nL-

~

iI.') -S C\~

.

\

+-

t''V')

\.-

"'fY. ~~ 11"'\ trt>.J ~

r; n (;) ~? "- t; ~

-

J

ci J'i? <1 J)lu
Ul

The dedications are written in Thai script and a northern Thai script
and even written in Central Thai script.

Sometimes the dedication is

still in northern Thai ( but not always).
At almost 12:00 noon exactly the priests and novices filed in.

j1r1en

they had seated themselves, there were 12 monks on the platform, 8 monks
seated on the floor in front of them and 5 novices in the
monks on the

grG~~d

sa~e

row as the

(the abbot had said that more than 20 monks would
(J,1j

,
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The first four monks on the ~s were the abbot from wat c~.m

attend).

CB.~ (apparently b~lng given priority in exchange for the abbot of wat
\.....;

sithLT.ongkhon having been given priority at Ule sala.k ceremony of wat
c~.m

ce.r;),

th~.~.

'the abbot of wat sithlmongkhon and 2 monks from wat

c~'.:m

Also among the monks were the abbot of wat canthara.wa.t and the

old monk from wat pa hiao.
During the preparations in the beginning part of the services a
layman passed through the congregation making notes on who came to make
merit and what the gifts were.
1.

The abbot from wat

The ceremony proper was as follows.

c~.m ce.~

led the congregation in a responsive

chant.
2.

The chief

3.

The abbot of wat

4.

The layman then made the formal presentation of the offerings.

lal~an

[t.i.I)

chanted the formal opening.
c~.m

CC.D led the congregation in the

~,

etc.

Where as before he had been seated facing the monks, he now faced the
Buddha images.

He read first from a

sheet sf paper.

kh~.i

manuscript and then from a

His presentation was done in formal northern Thai

used in religious services.
5.

A young monk took the sermon chair and the lay reader moved to sit

in front of him.

The lay reader requested a sermon.

sermon in Central Thai.

The monk gave a

Although he held a palm_leaf manuscript, he

did not read from it, but recited instead from memory.
during the sermon this was his first sermon.

As he said

His nervousness certainly

showed it.
6.

The abbot

of wat sithLffiongkhon took the sermon chair, but did not
LHJ
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Ol~i ve a sermon (nor did he sit in the preaching position, rather he sat as
a Westerner might with his feet on the ground).

He gave a brief description

of the ceremony and thanked people, including ourselves, for attending.
7.

The monks chanted the formal gratitude.

8.

The monks chanted the tIUatna.m.

9.

The layman began to callout the numbers of the gifts and the monks

and wats to whom they $ould be given (the monks had chosen their sala.k
•

As each offering was called out it was set in front of
the monk--recipient and the donor sat in front of him to receive the
blessing.

As the monk gave the blessing he would pour water into a

container similar in manner to the pouring of water in the trliatna.m.
Once all the offerings had been distributed the ceremony was over.
[1 recorded all of the ceremony except parts 7 and 8 which 1 was
unable to record becaase the batteries had given out and had to be
changed.] _
l~'0

