
Land system (N. Wei--Korea) -1- P'an'gye surok, ch~nje kos~l, ha

population, and divide up the land, is a great method for regulating a state.

~ To mix together towns and agricultural land (in harmonious proportion) is

9th year of the T'ai-hua year period of Hsiao Wen-ti of

(485 A.D.), the Chi-Shih-ChUng(~~\~ ), Li An-shih

submitted a memorial which said: To take a census of the

In the114, 6: la

the basis for managing a (a country). It has been a long time since the

(that can be held, CUltivated, owned?) comes from a desire that the

well-field s stem of taxation rose (flourished). To set limits on the amount of

But when you considerl recent) years, starving people havelabors

propper and people get what they need (to live), then you ought again to-

not be left idle and tnat the ,up people not have leisure from their---

is abandoned and not opened (cultivated). If you want to have families

abscondea and much land had been taken over b the wealthy and good land

carry out an equitable surve of the land and investi~ate the

and allow standard to be established for status and skills (,

land boll' dades

fen-i!Jlr )
~

The emperor gave deep consideration to thiS (recommendation) and

(ownership), they should be settled withinthe limit of the year. Long-~

In the case of disputes over land

relatiunship between ability andto be a reciprocal

(li,-yehJ, \; ).
IJ l f

standing cases that are difficult to understand, should all be given to the

the present oc~ut>a.nt h -
present master X \cnu 1 ~ ), in order to cut off (opportunities) for

deceit and trickery

accepted it. The equal-field system began at this time. Then he handed

down a decree which equalized the people's land (jen-t'ien~tfl ) in

the empire. All men from the~e of 15 and u received 40 mOll of lu-t'ien

(~ttl ) (note: the term refers to land on which no trees were planted).

Women rec~ived 20 mou, male and female slaves received the same allotments. ,
as able-bodied commoners a (liang-ting1l-:f ). If a man had one ox, he received

if he had up
30 mou (more);xXi~to 4 oxen he ot a double allotment. People who had

and allow for the

work (opportunities)

poor land that could only be cultivated once every three years got a double
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(making adjustments in)

allotment, and by this way provide for expansions s (surpluses)

and contractions in the land being cultivated and the land laying fallow,

and in the (land) that is returned and the land that is received.

(Kim Sang-gi says, p.452, in accordance with the rise and fall of

population). When people attain the age wliere ey are subjec (to taxation?

(jen-nien chi k'O~~~~), then they receive land. Wen they

are eluerly and are exempt from personal labor service, or d~e (1~ ),
then ~ey return the land (huan-t lien.&,\'fl ). In t he case of male

and female slaves, depending on whether or not they have an ox, they

receive and return (land).(~~lf~l\~t~~ ).
When men first receive their land grants, they are given 20 mou of land

and are reqUired to plant mi (on it) 50 mUlberry trees, 5 date trees,
..

and 3 elm trees. (No~e: This history also states that there shOUld be

returned. If there are those who do not have enough mxa

and plant (tree seed?) in accordance with law. Those with surplus

ho when returning their land have not plantedthan specified. Tho

ther.2 are those (people) with a surplUS (of land?), no...hand wiU be received
............-

may sell their surplus, and those without enough may buy what they are

mulberry, date, and elm trees will be regarded as having violatdd the

no prohibiting people from planting more fruit and mulberry and other trees

for the no. of people in their households), they wilb receive (land)

edict. (END NOTE)

MUlberry land (~\l1 ) will be regarded as an h~redltar~~olding

(Shih.yeh~~t ), not to be returned when the individual (recipient)

dies. A constant watch will be kept on the population; when~

lacking. * (Note: This was the beginning of the k16u-fen shih-yeh

l1,fJ' ~ l' system) (must mean: distribution according to no. of

people and hereditary holdings).

Kim, 453, tr.
this as surplus
hereditary
holdings
(not returnable
land grants)

If a complete household consists of old people, children, the sick,

or those ineligible to receive land grants, then those age 11 and above

and the sick will be given half a regular grant.
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114, 6: Ib
(do not remarry)

In the case of widows who maintain their chastity, even though

In places where there is much land but a small population,

be given wivels land (fu-t'ien

Xk&xi~ pl~nt (rice) and trees. Later on if people come to live in th e

ar~a, in acc::;dance with the law he will grant land to them (feng-shou~~~.

they are exempt from taxation, they also will

~,m ).
r to the extent possible, the official will borrow_(~et) people to EKXXX¥KX&

V

In places where there is little land (but a large populatio ), when

young people come of age and elitlible to receive land grants (but because

of the shortage of lan must move elsewhere where land is plentiful) but

move (to a tfferent areaJa, they shoUld be allmved to go to em ty and uncultivatel

are not happy to move, then that familyls (hereditary) mulberry land whould

regular land tgran~ (cheng-t I ien fen .:it:\B.~ ).

areas without restriction in different districts where there is sufficient

But if this still is not enough, ther~ shoUld be a sp~~ia~ _~eduction of

the apportionment to individuals k'ou-fen-t'een

n ~\:a. ,says Kim S ng-gi, p.454). AS for those w~h::-o-a-r-e~r=~,.,-""-;

( land. You cannot allo~eople to move

As for those young men who receive land grants upon attaining

adult age (chin-ting~l' ), land should also be granted to them from

places nearby i(their homes).

As for the officials in charge of the peoPle~~~~~
Kim Sang-g~ glosses this with shou-tsai-kuan~~~ ,p.454),

eacn is provided with public fietids (kung-ttien) from nearby places.

The tZ'U-Shih(~~ ) gets 15 ch'ing(\::::- ); the t'ai-ShOU(*,-~ )

gets 10 ch'ing; the chib-chung >UUi(~~t )and ~U~ )each get 8 ch'ing;

the hsien-ling(~h )and chun-Ch'eng(J!-t ~C ) get 6 ch'ing.

~f any of them sell th s land when changing posts (leaving their position),

(chih-fen-t'Oen

/~ wo:u
~J

--
they will be punished accorriing to law. (Note: The office-land

"*~'dl )system began with this. )(END NOTE)
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The tax levy (t'iao~~ ) on (a family) of one husband and one

wife will be one bolt (rt.) of s ilk( ~ ). (Note: In ramie (f~ villages,

then t he tax \"ill be one bolt of cloth(Pu~ ).) (END NOTE), 2 piculs ~h)
of millet (~ ). (Note: If people are keXKHBRXt~above the age

~
of 15 but not yet married, then 4 of them will pay the~iao taxes for

able to engage in (~~2f.fT )
a married couple. ~~~e slaves charged with cUltivation and female slaves
able to waave 1~~ 4

charged with textiles--8 of them will be equivaent to/unmarried men.

10 oxen will be equivalent to 8 slaves.)(END NOTE)

If a grand total of 10 bolts of cloth re ereceived in taxes, 5 of them will

be rega rded as kung - t 'iir Ii:.~ ), 2 of them wi 11 be rega rded as

t'iao wai-pi(~~~~ :extra eXP11es). and 3 of them will be

for nai-wai pai-kuan-feng( \J.) ~~ ~~ .~ :salaries for capital

and provincial off icia1s) •

6:2b Anyone attaining the age of 80 or more with one son, will not have to

perform labor service.

,,
system.

in the past there was no hsiang-tang(~~.)
~~ ~,

If there were lIJOCIID'i people (in a family), they hid them ( t 132
(in order to evade taxes) and~ some households had as many as 3, 5, or

), ~ chin

Therefore

consisted ofunder the old system, the household tax (hu-t'iao

2 bolts (p'i1) of silk, 2 chin( ~) of silk wadding('1 I I

of thread, and 20 picu1s (shih) of grain. Also there was a personal

10 (men) before they first were constituted as households.
......
'-!

silk

it was

:neighborhood) ,

~ ).

)

); and 5 1i would make a tang(

) levy of 1 ("'" ) 2'(silk (
1

in accordance with the recommendatio n of L1 Chung (

warehouse to provide for extra-tax expenses (t' iaa-wai chih pi

Later on the tax on households was again raise to 3 pi(

ordered that 5 families would be (organi2ed into) a 1in(

and 2' picu1s ,( ) of grain in order to puvide the salaries of officials

) • In the 10th year of the t' ai-hua year peri od (4 AD),

and 5 lin would fom a 1i(
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(They) established (the posts of) lin-ch'a ng(114, 6:2b

and tang-chang (

~ ), li-chang(f'" ),
), and every household had to pay a t'iao (tribute

silk tax of 2 pi ( t}E:), 2 piculs of millet ( ) • For the fbt time
and afflicted

the people felt grieved/(by these taxes) and the powerful and strong
~

(families) were even less willing (to pay them). Not long after ( )

the t'iao levies were reduced 'by 80-'0%, and those above (upper classes)

and those below (common people) were putat ease.!) (END NOTE)

) taxes. At the

:561-~565. it was also ordered

) and t'iao(subject to the payment of tsu(

that men would receive land on reaching the a ge of 18, and would be

the became old men, they gave them back. It was not permitted (that the

'" -~land grants) be sold or exchan~ed. Wen-hsiian-ti{ ~ \ )(550-560)

decided to move people without land in ( ,'1(... ·/~ --three chou)

to ( ) were there was lots of land (and few peoPlel; ), and

settle them there. )
~ ,.....(..

In the time of Wu-ch'eng-ti' hX

~~
JI~ -- The Northern Chli (550-5~AD) dynasty in making land grants (shou-t'ien

~ ~ ) ordered that the Wei dynasty (s stem) ee followed. When
~ j

oys became adult males (ting), they were given (land grants), and when...

bodyguaritd?) and hu-pen( ), each in his GIn grade. In the area-
~ [over 100 li( fmm the royal domain), one man (fU ) received 8O.-!!l. u of

\1 ~ I b:3Q. lu-t lien ( ), and his wife received 40 moue As for slaves, the

~ age of twenty they would be required to perform military service

, lJ.and at the age of 60 they would Be exempted from labor ervice. At

~}J Jrr the age of 66 they would tll~M:fi fhe"l'rl1!."ai~~l\ts (and - W~uld be

ctf~_-\~( :::::::sf:t::e~::: daniin ) :e::ga::c::~ asmel)
r,y . x. 1m (officials )

~~'~~rlV as public fields (kung-t'ien Those)who received

were those from rank 1 on down to (the ranks of) (yfl-lin..
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115, h 6:3a (regulations) for commoners (liang-jen ) were followed; those with

an ox were given 60 mou of land, up to a limit of 4 oxen. EVery able

A) bodied male (ting) was given 20 mou of permantne hereditary land

(ying-yeh ) 1B% as mulberry land. Where it was not suita Ie for

planting mulberry trees, they gave them ramie (flax) land in accordance

with the law for mulberry land.

With regard to taxes, altogether (a family of) 1 husband and 1 wife

Kim:456. for
the righteous
granaries

(i-ts'ang)

I •

paid as tribute (t' iao) 1 ( ) of silk( ), 8 liang( ) of
lam-tsu

( ), and 2 piculs (shih) of to( ), and 5 ( ) of i-tsu

( , ,The taxe. on) slaves were 1/2 the rate for commoners. Those
klen

with an ox paid in t'iao (tribute) 2 ( ), 1 ( ) in kam-tsu( )

Kim 456, the tai-sheng(

and 5 (

tai(

) in i-tsu( ). The k'en-tsu(
..

1 was sent to the

or Shang-shu-sheng(

and the i-tsu( ) was paid to the chftn( :district) a s a reserve against

the ravages of flood or drought. (Note: With% regard to slaves, because

the officials required regular labor service from them their t'iao tribute

taxes were half the rate of cannnoners.)(END NOTE)

) compiled

:Hsiao wang of the Sung? There's anby Sung Hsiao-wang

--According to the Kuan-tung feng-su cbuan( .

emperor, Hsiao-tsung, l163-~0??),"Ht that t' e (in the Northern Ch'i)

the pOl erful persecuted the weak, and they relied on their influence

to encroach upon and sei!Ze (the lands of the weak), so t hat the rich had

so much land that their territo combined the areas of several boundaries

and straddled the roads delimiting land parcels ( )

while the poor did not have enough land to stand an awl on. In the past

(during the Han dynasty they moved people to places where t here was agr.

land. But for fear that the people might abandon cultivated land, they

had them go only to the best places (for cultivation). But the Ch'i

gave absolutely no consideration to these matters. Even though in those
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land system (N. Ch'1) -7- P'an'gye surok, chonje kosOl, ha

c>CVIQ~ v ffJaM(
years they had some temporary regulations and for iJm:x:i::bi a short time

put (these regulations for equal fields) into practice, the paper work

from suits over land disputes were not completely cleaned up even after

30 years. This stemmed fran the fact tha~:::';o:~~~~

to the system of (land) grants.~ Lands granted by the emperor ('-~ \1(. )

were public lands (kung-t' ien It... ® :Kim 457: lands granted to inctDllbent

officials), and these lands were granted ar.itrarily (without rhyme or

reason) (Kim:457 by the emperor to his favorites).

In Wei times, the public lands that were granted to office holders

(chih-fen kung--t I ien~/~~ere grant ed to people withom regard

to whether they were noble or base in status. One man received 1 ch'ing

(~ ):lo order to provide gra.:log fodder (1~ :for horses

and oxen). Arter the time that Msuan-wu-wang t.(500-5l6~)J.. ) went

out on the hunt (impel!al tour of inspection? ~~ ), they

first began granting lands in perpetuity (ying-t~'u ~(J~) and

permitting the purchase and sale of land. AlSO, during the t'ien-pao

year penod (Northern Ch'i, 55Q-560, ,reign of Wen-hsiian-ti), Ts'eng (Tseng?)

Yao('t~ )took over people's land in order to fill up the official

registers (nationalized it?). After the wu-p'ing era (570-576), irregular.

royal grants were made to the nobilityx and female relatives (of empresses)

and favored families., without any res1~.raint. Furthermore, fertile land
='"

that was arable located along rivers and marshihnds and mountains was

all either borrowed or requested by the powerful households, while

the common people couldx not obtain even a clod of earth. Rewards

were given to people who informed on others (Who had taken over land

illegally). In accordance with an edict, if it became known that saneone

had either purchased or kept hidden land in excess of his k'ou-fen(~~ )

allotment, people could inform n each other, and the informer was rew~rded

with (the land of the guilty party). It got to the point where poor people,

1lI
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even if they had no knowledge of( ) people buying and hiding land,

because they were cotetoes of obtaining money and pooperty would falsi~

accusatdlons so that the regular k' ou-fen( .
,

) land allotments of

able-bodied men were given to the informants, and these men (people

who were due land allotments) were left without land, and th.y wer3 forced

Then when the difficult spring season came around and thet were living

fact there were no serious penalties for buying and selling it. Poor

), inEven though it was not permitted to sell lu-t'ien (

to aescond to other places.

households, because .the taxes (tax distri ution) was not uniform (equal)

(and they couldn't pay their taxes) sold off their land (in large amounts).

6:4a in poverty, people had to abscond. In addition there were la~y people

who even though they had land were not willing to spend their labor in

its cultivation, and they roamed around the outer areas in idimness.

) (note:pang-cheng

) then sold off their

) tater on there were several (frequent)
•

:land allotments) in order to provide for their

, ts'un-cheng

regulations designed to attract the people back to t he land ( )

out of a desire to soothe and invite (back) those who had absconded and

The three cheng officials (san-cheng

scattered. But even if they returned for a time, they soon sold the land

Ii-cheng

( k'ou-t'ien(

tax requirements (tsu-k'o

holdings, and this also made them similar in status to commoners{

), so that commoners without land were ccmparable to slaves

who had land (thus m~~"iig~~~Ii:s~Ry~hfi~~~.~g9+al level

which they had obtained, and when their land was all gone, they

••,~~ again because the purchase and sale of land was

} fJJI':f?< ~hen slaves were allowed to request land frcm those who had large

tt1~.
~~/
~. /I

(n~\.\"~ During the t'ien-pao era (N. Ch'i, 550-560)'...:~gng ~~ih-lia~( )

~~ made a reoonmendation requesting that oxen land _ owned by vealthy families

~L ".A.-
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Land system (N. Ch'i) -~-

~"""
first be given to poor people.

P'an'gye surok, chlSnje kosOl, ha

At the time, the people (officials) at

court praised this (plan) for being in accordance with reason (reasonable).

--Sui Wen-ti ordered that from the princes (chu-wang ) on down to

), everyone be given hereditary land (ying-kyeh-t'ien

), in different grades (amounts) for each grade. The largest

the tu-tu(

) and middle (youths?) males (chung-nan

grant would be 100 ch'ing, and the smallest would be 30 Ch'ing

r
· The ... J)

t'ien
system of ying-yeh,( ... ) and lu-t' ien ~ ) for ble

bodied males (ting-nan ~

would both be in accoiQance with the system of the Later Ch'i. Capital

) also were given office land (chih-fen-t'ienofficials (ching-kuan

). An official of rank 1 received 5 ch'ing of land, and an

official of rank 5~ received 3 ch'ing. From that rank on down

there was a difference (reduction) of 50 mou for every ~ grade, down to

6:4b

:married

) was granted in order to provide

i-ch'uang

(With regard to taxationi) every :U::t!tqmm ting-nan( -'

for expenses.

rank 9, which received 1 ch'ing. The provincial officials (wai-kuan )

also each received office land (chih-fen-t' ien). In addition yamen

land (kung-~ -t'ien

adult male--Kim, 459) paid 3 piculs (shih) of millet( ) as ~( ) ;

1 pie ) of silk rlBX on mulberry land KXXimiBJrjm~mOOlOOiJItm::m.xmxllnxxj
,

and 3 liang of cottong ( /) as tribute (t'iao ). If they had

aramie land, then they paid (as tribute) 1 pie ~ ) of cloth (pu ),

and 3 kine , ) of ramie.

were exempted from ~(}abmrKSBI.i«H~~ labor service.
from

Later on they reduced the t'iao tribute bl 1 pi of silk to 2 chang( ).

) and servants

:slaves?).

), and filial sons, obeddent grandsons, and chaste wives

(per household, says Kim,460)
Labor service was no more than 30 days per year. People with rank

The (above) "ra te was half for single adult males (

(
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In the 9th year of the k'ai-huang year period (588 AD), there was115, i 6:4b

19,404,267 ch'ing ( ) of cultivated land. (Note: During the kai- 'Jirg

116, 6:5a

year perio«, 581-601, the total number of households was 8, 'Q7,536. If

this is compared with the amount of land, then each household should

have received xkmBX over 2 ch'ing of ixRi arable land.) (END NOTE)

In the 12th year of k'ai-huang (592 AD) because of the yearly increase

in population, there was not enough land in )

areas while the population was (too) large. It was recommended that

people be moved to areas where there was more land available (with less

population). The emperor sent out an official to divide up the land

of the empire equitably. In areas with not much land (compared to population)

eadh adult male scarcely got 20 mou of land, while what the elderly and

young received was even smallen than this. During the most productive

years there was (in the empire) 58,884,040 ch'ing( ) of i cultivated
(P'an'gyef)

)
:::"~ :::::~o~:::U::i:'::-:':::::~~~h~:::?:;3:;::::e:::::.{;:~:
are too large) I fear that this account in the history is not true. )(END NOTE)
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116, 6:5a

6:5b

With regard to the T~g dynasty system of land grants

(shou-t'ien chih chih~m.lJttJ), 1~ was 1 pace (~ ) wide and
~

240 paces long. 100 mou made 1 ch'ing (~ ). (Note: EVer since

the Ch'in and Han dynasties 240 paces made a mou. This did not start with the

T'ang dynasty. (~jLb-.:..-a It was all done in new text?
~ r ... -1 )(- 'it

Kim Sung-gi, 460, translates this as: Itat the time they made their

standards c leart' )

Ting-nan (::r $ :married adult males?) and chung-nan(tf"~
unmarried adult males?) were given 1 ch'ing of lan. 80 mou (of is)

(per person rotating grant) (permane~rant)

was regarded as k I ou-fenl ( \"2. fJ' ), and 20 mou was Ying-yeh(~~" . )

Thae who were sick received 40 mou. \.,ridowed wives a nd concubines~ )

reeeived 30 mou. xx Areas where there was a lot of land and it was
were

sufficient (to supply) the population (there)~H&X called kuan-hsiang

~~.B hs~hs1~g(..JE.,JJ~~ ). Areas where there was little land were called (~?t\.~ ).
The k'ou- en (b.~ ) grants given in hsia.hsiang(~~r )areas was hal

that of the kuan-hsiang «~~ ) area. In cases where the land

lay fallow for a year (i-t I ien~ B1 ), they gave a double grant 0

'~u-fen( ~~). "')

(People) from imperial princes ~v1: )d oewn to viscounts and barons

(tzllnan } '1J ). from grade 1 down to (~~,t ). everyone was given

permanent land (ying-yeh-t I ien~1.~ )in differing grades (according

to the rank of the individual).
~ ..'.' ch ling

(Note: An imperial prince (Chlin-wan8~lJj: ) go 100 Officials

on duty (incumben~) of rank LA received 60 ch'ing. ChUn-Wang~~ )

~ raa~B lB officials each feceived 50 ch'ing. The kuo-kung( \~ I~

imperial father-inalaw?) and rank 2A officials got 40 eh'ing. Chiln-kung

((J» I~ ) and rank 2B officials got 35 ch'ing. HSien-kUng(~,,/~ )

and rink 3A officials got 25 eh'ing. Rank 3B officials got 20 ch'ing.

Marquises (hOU1~ ) andxank 4A officials got 14 eh'ing. Counts (Po~€l )

and rank 4B officials got 10 ch Ijng. Viscounts (tzu ~ ) and rank 5A

I Barons (nan ~ ) andmnk 5B officials got 5 ch'ing.officials got 8 ch ing. ~J
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Land system (T' ang ) -13- Pa1an1gye surok, ch~nje kos~l, ha

Hereditary land (ying~yeh t'ien) was all handed down to sons and

gran sons, and was Dot included within the limits of land that was

given out and t~ en back (shou-shou chih Mien~~~f>tk, ).
Even ,

(Note:/If sons and grandsons (descendants) committed a crime and suffered

the removal of their name ([fr:j~ :from the official ranks?) , the

land that they XKE inherited was not~ taken away from them

(1"~.# ). (END NOTE. see Kim, 461).

With regard to hereditary land (ying-yeh-t I ien) for those of rank 5
whe in

and up,/no e of it could be obtained ixBm areas with little avaiaable land

(hJi.-hsiang~, so they would have to get it from distant ar s where

there was a surplus of arailable land (kuan-hSiang~~r), f rom wasteland

without owners (WU-ChU~~). (Note: In the case of those who wanted to buy

yin-tz 'u-t'ien~~ It\. )to fill their quotas, they could do so

even in areas with land shortages (hsia-hsiang).(END NOTE)

In the case of ereditary land (ying-yeh) for officials of rank 6 and

oelow, they were allowed to fill their quotas from kung-ttien (public fields)

that had been returned in their own villages (areas). (Note: Or if they

wanted (to obtain it) from areas where there was a surplus of land, thiS

was also permitted. )(END NOTE)

runks

In the case of those ~ removed from (the class of those with) official

rank (~~...J::: ~,~ .d:t ), in accordance with this removal their
·1~(..tj 11 rat1L~ returned? ~

~(hereditary land allotment?) was set aside ( ~). (Note: As for those

who were not completely removed from the roster of ranked officials, their
(quota was reduced--Kim, p.462)

land allotment was set aSide(~) in accordance with the number of

ranks they were demoted.)(END NOTE)

As for those people whose names were removed (~~:from the

of the officials, the privileged, because of some cri~), (all their

ere~was confiscated from t hem) ax in accordance with the

regu ations for k'ou-fen land grants. (Note: If in that family there was

someone with official rank or a young (male) eligible to receive k'~U-fen(~~
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116, 6:5b

6:6a

land grants, they would receive it from the (permanent land grant) that

was being returned. And if anything were left over, it would be returned

(to the government). '*flt:-3l.~).(END NOTE)

In the case of those with officials rank who were eligible to receive

heredtiary land (Ying-yeh), but had either not requested it or had

not r& received enough when they died, their descendants will not be able to
\12- it::

subsequently request it (after their death (~~ ). Only those who
th~ i (hereditary)

inherit their rank, alone, may receive (XHKixxpXHKKEBXxaxtxi land grant

of their faghersa and grandfathers. They cannot make a special request

for the grant (of hereditary land).
every 3 or less

With regard to garden and house land, 1 mou will be given to/commoners

t (liang-k'oua \1..). For every 3 a ~ (additional) add 1 mou.

1 mou of land will be given to every 5 persons of base statBs(ch'ien-k'~u

~l.-I
~'~ ), and for every 5 additional persons (of base status) give

an ad~~tional mou.
categories of land

Neither of these (~K~~XBKK)will be entered wibhin

the limits of %KmHXe the hereditary (ying-yeh) or regula allotments

(k'ou-fen). Garden and house land in the capital or in the chou and hsien

capital officials will

be graded (in accordance with the rcnk of the official) from grade 1 to 9.

, (Note: Grade 1 will get 12 ch'ing; grade 2, 10 ch'ing; grade 3, 9 ch'ing; grade

\

4, 7 ch'ing; grade 5 6 ch'ing; grade 6,4 ch'ingj grade 7, 3 ch'ing; and 50

mou; grade 8, 2 ch'ing 56.mouj grade 9, 2 chtng)(END NOTE) Both (these

!Ikt;t~ieS) will be given from land within 100 li of the c.p.tal (Ching-ch'eng

~,~~ ). (Note: It will also be permitted to gllow grants also from areas

beyond 100 li)(END NOTE)

There will also be graded allotments of office land for officials

i~ the va~ious chou, -;;;:-tU-hU-f~(%P~, and the ch'in-wang-fu

(~1:-1ft)(Note: grade 2 gets 12 l.'ing; grade 3, 10 ch'ing. Every grade, camp,

red to the capital officials, will get an additional 1 chling. As for the
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~~ ~*~-f~j}l~.they also

accordance with their rank. Compared to the capital officials, every grade wills

-If a commoner dies and is too poor to have a funeral, it will be allowed

to sell off his hereditary land (ying-yeh-t'ien) (to pay for the expenses).

Those people who are happy to move to a place where there is abundant

land avilable will also be permitted to sell their kIOU-fen(\~~ )

regular allotment. But the person who buys the land will not be able to

exceed the basic restrictions. And the seller cannot make another

request (for a regular allotment for himself).

In general purchases and sales must all pass x~ be approved

J\ upon request of the authorities in charge. And at the end of the :e year

all the transactions (eliminating one person from~e register in one

place, adding another to the register in another) will all be put in order.

In the case of (a Kia sale) without documentation, the purchase price

will be confiscated and the land returned to the original holder (pen-chu~3l )

-Merchants a nd artisans will receive grants of heredi tary (Ying-yeh~~)

and regular (k'ou-fen ~~ ) allotments half (the size of those

granted to farmers). But they woula not be given grants in areas with

too little available land (hsia-hsiang

If anybody dies in the service of the king, his sons and grandsons will not
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116, 6;6b have to return (the land grants1J trim, 464, glosses this Witht~
even~ough they may not have attained adulthood (majority). In addition there

will be no return or reduction of land grants (~~ in tfi. case of

those suffering from war wounds"m serioues or debilitating illnesses

until their lives oome to an end.

In granting regular k'ou-fen-t'ien (land grants), one should strive to

do it in accordance with what is conveneient and near (nearby land areas)j.

One is not allowed to (get land) from distant areas. Those people living within

city walls, if their own ~ hsien does not have land, may be permitted tto

get(land grants from) distant hsien. )

In addition office expense land (~~Itt )will be provided

according to grades for officials in capital bureaus, and in provinoial

fu, chou, hsien D£ii"*X:~a:~~~~~~''l,i1(tt~~~~l.
(Note: with regard to (planting?) on the office lands, dry land (lil-t'ien

will be limited to the 30th day of the third month; rice land to the·30th day

of the 4th month. In the case of those who offer (~eturn?)(land)tothe

government before this date, (the land) will be cultiva~d by those

(who receive it) later; and in case of those who receive land after this date,

(it will be uultivated by) those who receivedx (had) it prior to the

deadline. )(tND NOTE)

(Note: in Tlien-pao 14 (726) there were 8,900,00 households. Calculating the

On every household, every year one able-bodied male (ting~ )

h(~I~pay as tsu(~ ) 2 piculs (shih) of millet~ ). As t'iao

'~-~ ) tribute, in accord~ce with what was produced from thebnd,

they had to pay 2 chang( :J::- )of either Silk(~ ) or (~),

3 liang of cotton (~~ ). Those areas dhat did not raise silkworms bad

there was 14,303,862 ch'ing and 13 mou of alloted

of cultYvated land, this would mean that every household had

HsUan-tsung, 713-756)

land (Shou-tlien~FB. )

g(reign of

ch'ing 60 mou of land. (END NOTE)

In the t'ien-pao period 742-756117, 6:7a

,h .AWl»
JJveJ1f~ iV"j (amount

pr over 1

~
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117, 6:780 to pay J.. chang( 1:..') 5 ( :f!--- )of PU('if ). or 3 chio( t )f
ramie( l$:-- ). If \Vhat ~ household paid (4s tribute tax) did not amount ot

a pi, tan, tun or? (if ~~ h~~, ), then everything in the nearby
I '-'I~ , , \'qfIC.:-

area was lumped together to form (one of these quotas, units).

(Note: The standard for the pu and poe~ " ) was a foot 8 inches1

\Vide and ait 4 chang(::t:. ) long, to make a pi ( 7I!:--). 5 chang(t::.!. )
of PU(":tr )made a tan(~ ). 6 liang( ~ ) of mien(~ ) made

a tune ~ ). 5 liang of thread( ~, ) made a hsUn? (~tlJ ), and

3 chin( 1r )of rami made a (~1f-' ). (end note)

--Labor service» for a year was 2 \Veeks(of 1 0 days) (Note: add 2 days por an

intercalary year)(NND note). If the man did not serve, then 3 feet(~

of cloth) was collected for hiring daily labor. (Note--more measurements

given here). In case of some incident (war) vhen additional service was

required, then (an jndividual) had to serve for 15 days, in which case

his t'iao (tribute) was exempted. If he served for 3 weeks (30 days),

then he was exempted from both his ~ and t'iao taxes, (Note: For small days of

service see (the sectin on) proportional exemptions of days of service)(END NOTE)

-' ,~\C.~nAltogether regJlar service (t'ung cheng-~,511did not exceed 50 days.

(Note: Regular service meant 20 days of hire (1~'). lt was the same for

artisans.) (END NOTE)

-in case of more than 40% damage to crops foom flood, drought, insects or

dampness (fOg~ ), then the~ tax lias exempted. If the damage was

6:7b

mo re than 607., then the tsu and t' iao were exempted.

~~/nmore than 70% then the k'O-i(~~: labor service

exempted.

If bhe damage were

and taxes) were both

-In general the property of the people's households was estimated and divided

into 9 grades. (Note: At first 3 grades were established, but this was »KX

regarded as incomplete. With raises and lowering of (each? ) grade, 9

grades were established.)(END NOTE)
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117, 6:7b With regard to the rami~paid as t1iao tribute, if there was a surplus in the

amount that was paid every year, then 1 Chin(J1r ) of it would be reduced, and

_......~.. l1~~') of 1 . d . d h h th......AAA.Jo'U\ mil et pal. 1.n its stea , t e same as wit e t su tax.
(grain tax)

-With regard to the~ paid from the chou in the Chiang-nan area,

it would all be converted to cloth

that with regard to the YUng(~

Kuan-nei (Inside the passes) area.

for payment. (Note: Later on it was also order.

) and tliaO(~ ) taxes for the chou in the

All rice would be exchanged for millet

at current prices and sent to the capital to pay for expenses. In the case of

distant places which could not transport (the xi grain taxes economically),

the grain would be stored at the place and used to meet local military food

expenses. R In the Ho-pei and Ho-nan areas where there was no good water

trmsport, then the grain taxes were commuted to silk and used as a substitutes

for the Kuan-chung tliao-kIO(~ ) taxes.)(END NOTE)

--In the case of officials who should be exempted from taxes and labor service,

they woull1 receive exemptions only after their exemption certificate

~~~ arrived. (Note: Even if the certificate did not yet arrive,

their credentials (k'aO-Shen~~ ) could be exempted, and if true, they

could be exempted. (End notea)

-As for those people who voluntarily asked to move to areas with more

available land, those who mov d to an area over 1,000 li from their homes

would be granted exempttdn from taxes (f~~~) for 3 years; ~f it were

over 500 li, then exemption for 2 years; if over 300 li, then exemption for

1 year. After 1 movem they would not be allowed to move again.

-When a person reached the ~e of 16, he was regarded as a youth (c ung \} );

when he reached theage of twenty, he was an adult male (ting ~ );

when 60, he was an elderly person (la01 ).
for

-F . lies who weXK received (official) salaries could not compete KX%a profit

with the common people; and artisans and merchads and other miscellaneous

groups (occupations) could not interfere with the ranks of the shih( ± ).
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Land system (T1ang) If ~:19-

lw r-
Tu YU~~ :Tlung-tien) said: With regard to the land administration

of the stat~, even though they had this system, at the end of the k'ai-yUan

method that has not changed in either ancient or modern times. The

• :s;. mJ ..
~ tribute, aids, and tithes (kung, chu, ch Ie '-J)fJ~ )of the three

~ 1ages of antm~uity was also nothing more than a matter of looking at

/ l t the land and taxing it. (basing taxes on lan). They R never had separate

, \ ~ ~ ~~j. t
,~. taxes on households and persons ( -k'ou chih fu /7' )~~~~ ).

In general in the three dynasties of antuiqity, they granted land to people

but they did not have any special household taxes. x~ It was in the two Han

dynasties where they did not make land grants to people but did have light

taxes on households. It was in the period from the \.,'ei to t e middle of

the T'ang that they levied heavy household taxes on the grounds (ostensible

reason -$ming, name) that people h,.~d received land grants. Furthermere,

the land grants were not regular but the taxes were already heavy and

could not again be maae light (reduced) again, and subsequently became

so heavy that they were a plague to the people.

(Note: In stud he Han dynasty at the present time, even though they

had a system for calculating the taxes, in general, they took the ian

tax (tlien-tsu\JJ~as their basic ta~. It was in the reign of Wu-ti of the

Chin~ ) dynasty (~~ Chi~, 265-290 ), from the time that he pacified

(~e state of) WU(~ ), that he began the system of levying a t'iao

(~ ) tribute tax on households. Households ~~ adult males (ting-nan

~~ ) had to pay every year 3 pi< t1:- ) of Silkfr'and 3 chin of cotton(i-~
Households of - /;) J fft) /'r
\~omen and next (younger?) adult males (/J!--. "P ) paid half From t his time

on this is the wythe system was, and it was not changed. (~ND NQE)
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Note (X~ ) (mosE 98 Hlt2t11& Ua 'foall l~lUrtlg,., the

equal field system (chO.n-t'ien chih chih~ij)ilt'j) originated in the

Later Wei dynasty, and in the Later Chou, Ch'i, and Sui dynasties, sometimes

it was picked up and some times dropped (~,~cf. ). By

the T'ang dynasty the system was first put in order (pei ~) IjLthe )
additions and deletions( ~

interval even though there were some that*"'"' ~l't,were not the same, in genem 1 it was almost (the same)()l\'~I~*, ).

Nevertheless, it did not take land as the basis (for taxation) but (instead)

took individuals and able-bodied adult males (jen-ting~~ ) as the basis

(for taxation). Therefore, they did not measure the land to establish

regulations and correct the land boundaries, but registered the adult males to
~taxes)

establish labor service, an counted the population to divide up and

distribute (the land~l~~"ta0-),
J~ (for determining eli~ibility; Kim468.

In addition there were many and detailed regulations' and no standards

•~ '11-7 for adding or deleting (provisions). In general then if land boundaries are

~ ~not determined, then it is easy for people to make encroachments (on the

l-land of others') and dispute (ownership rights). If the regulations are

too numerous al '-' etailed, t hen it is difficult to have a detailed (Knowledge

6:8b

117, 6:8a

~

of) the ledgers and records. And if the records are difficult to comprehend

(knww about), then x one cannot regulate (prevent) the masses of the

people from KmgllllrilXtrkmlYl!Bl!l8JIIHX encroaching on other people's territory

or disputing land even if one wanted to do so. T is is why even though

one might put (~uch as ystem) into practice i for a short time, in the

J
end it will break down.~XH

~ ~ Jl- Gen€rally speaking people can't live without land and land cannot

xki1xlhaHmxh:lQIUlalxa:tJbxibulIIlllbBXJlIUaIl:bDIlIix~

~~~But land is something that is

fixed in place and does not move from one place to another. People
'\

~ ~ J:!:. (on the contrary) may either move or stay at rest, exist or disappeart 1:::- (l<iKl<Xon:.' be there or abscond, live or <tel; they do not always do the
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117, 6:8b same thing. ThiS~S the mason why if you ba e (taxation) on the land and
(fen..ll'f:f ) landholdings

clarify the portions (shares of xaxHX~, then the people HXXX (condiUions

118, 6:9a

pertaining to people, Kim, 487) will be contained in it, and as a matter

of course there will be nothing that is not equal (chUn jb~ :equitable).

But if you do not base (the s~stem)on land, but want to inspect the

pOPUlation,~~~~~.:~ere will be too many cases of missing

(peOPle~' ) for you to be able to maintain surveillance over it.
dividitt line (a state)

This is the origin of t he difference between xmJIlBJdlxHI that is well
one x_x

managed and KmmKXkXH~ that is in confusion, and it is the basis for
~ ""~ if you are not

all affairs. TrulY('r:'V'~)' Wl~xaxK someone able to think subtly

and if you are lacking in clear evidence, how would you know that the

~a method of the sages of the past whereby they based taxation on land was

truly (a system) not to be changed for 10 1 000 generations?

) .

). (END NOTE)

that because the T'ang system took adult males

(Note: This is not just a matter of circumstacesj it is also a principle

of nature (Heaven). It is like the principle where B~xa from being at

I , rest, one (comes) to control movement(-§:f2.1!t \fJ.~J;jJ2.J~~
i '~ The sages completely (abided by) heaven's pr1nicples, and that's why their

systems (institutions) were all like this. They first had to follow

(act in accordance with) the form that existed (as a basis, standard)

~ before doing anything. The reason why therr systems were well regulated

~ (?,~i 9::.~~ was all JIi<.... due to this intention. That is "hy in

1f~ d~SCUSSirng l::ning it b said; "The extenjJ,n ,of knowledge depends

itt- on the invstigation of th.ngS(~~4:f'P-~ ); it
I\,.~ a ttain -tnh 11:. :c...
~ is not said: you extend your knowledge and then investigate things ( ~"\~~I/

~~~~~)alSO
~ (jen-ting ~~ ) as the basis (for ~xation), they were not able to

(again? ~~ ) divide up land into categories of fertility, but (insead)

divided the ~a~ population (jen-hu~-people and heuseml s) into 9 grades.
~ ~ Ml' .

And once they l~d the t'iao and fu ('%\~ ~~ )taxex on adult males ali
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(absconded) or died, then

taxes«~
T'angx said:

village (hsiang), I noticed

if there were people who fledhouseholds, t e

the authoriti~.would of necessity make up the loss by collecting
(lin-pi ?'ttt) ;~

f rom neighbor. ~XK tifUXlmxUxaf Li Po ( 'i~JJ) of t he late

When I was passing by Chad=yllan~jf.f.~
that where as in the past there were Ki~ 400 household$ (there), at the present

time there was scarcely a hundred. In (~~_~ there used to be 3,000 house»

holds, but at present there is scarcely 1,000. v it is about the same in other

118, 6: 9a

districts (chou and hsien). Iffyou look for the reason for this, it is al~

due to the fact that the taxes on the househ~~thosewho have left

have been trafisferred (~~ ) to their Oeighbors.(Pi-lin~~)~
RKKXmn~~The pressure brought to bear (onthe neighbors)

the numbers of them who abscond (and are lost) from the registers is

Because it is difficult to lower or reduce taxes on wealthy households,

has caused everybody to run away.

large. Because the officials cannot believe(them)(that they have run away),

they shift the taxes to their neighbors. The situation is such that they have

In general becase of the evil of levying taxes on pop~lation and
(way to equal i:te)( regulate)

households, there is no standard for the wealth or poverty of the people.6:9b tyJ
~JJI'
t/r

no choice but to Cio this.

If taxation were based on the land, in accordance with whether the

harvest was a good or bad one, then if the people absconded mxxHXKB, ana

someone else would probably take over the cultivation of the lan in his

place, so how could you have this (king) of problem (of taxing neighbors)?

At the present time because adult male are investigated for military

absconds, then (the officials) EBxtREx require service from neighboring

fanilies (lin-tzur~~). and the neighbor caanot overcome their

suffering, so ~ey, too, abscond; and then the officials again require

service from their neighbors in turn. Thus the poison extends to the

eight areas (everywhere), and the re is no end to the tragedy.
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118, 6:9b In general, if you do not levy tax es on laid, then ~ you cannot
(of missing faIiliiies)

avoid haVing the problem of the shift of taxes/onto neighbors. If

you do not base military service on the land, then you cannot avoid the problem

of shifting labor service reqUirements to neighboring families. If you

want that those above and those below each get (his due), and that

government be conduct for xmXxg a long (time) Without evils, then you must

rectify the land boundaries and base~ taxation and military service

requirements on the land.
"----

(Note: The above section deals with the land system of the Later Wei,

the Northern Chli, the Sui, and the T' ang ).


