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134, 7:13b ~The Duke of Chou £ wrote the WU-d(ien} ~~1tJ~)
said: The way in which a princely man (in ruling hi~e) is

), which

without

leisure (is always busy on behalf of his people) is by first knowing about

the dfiiculties of agriculture so that timx he can put the farmers at ease.

(If the farmers at ease) then he will know that the small people have

something to rely on (to earn a liveli hood). H<.:.. also said: i~en I,vang

J)

/

wore simple clothes, and the people lived peacefully and cultivated the

~ields." (Check in~: ~~ ~~~,W7t-J:hI1lJlJ

l.~b.en K~ng HsU~ (~~ ) 9(~/1iamte ; \ he throne, he did not

cultivate the 1,000 i?f royal ~nd ~ ~ ~r set aside

for the purpose of his setting an example for the farmers). DUkfwen of

~.) I'L
J
II~~) remonstrated with him saying: This is not right. The most

importa't """ ter for the people is agriculture. The plat; of ;::::;(~~1

~that the emperor (offers in sacrifice to the gods) comes from WkKxxXkK~a~
~ - -- - - -- ---. -

~tKNX agriculture. The,growth of popu~ation also comes from agriculture;

the good customs by which people ~~ harmonious with 0n.e ano~her, cooperate,

( an are friendly with one another comes from agriculture. The goods that-'-----
are needed and that are produced in greater quantity also comes from agriculture.

A harmonious, great, pure and strong (society) also is achieved by

agriculture. This is the reeson why the post of Chi(~ : offici lx

in charge of e1couraging agriculture) was regarded as the most important

officiaL In ancient times the t'ai-Shih(~k :grand historian)

would also at times oversee the ~h. Nhen (the forces) of yang(~ )

were thick, accumulatea and were filled to k;erflowing , then the Kpkkif

StPirit~(Vapa:s) ofat he earth (tlu-ChXli±-~ ) shook_andtissued forth

( ~n"?J. ). And good omenK for agricul ture (note: the '2 "" star)
~C> in the heavens ----- ~

would be seen clearly/on the dawn of the first day of springaKSxXf; and

if the t'ien-miaOH star(~ another~name for the ying-shih star

~~ ) wa:~elow the sun and moon, then the vapors of the earth issued

forth. /"
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9 days prior to thes the Grand Historian reported to ChiC ~~ :

From now until the first (day of spring)-- -- ~ ~
) (~ang-chli ~~ will all be boiling over

and if the vitality of the earth does not move

the forces of yang (in the earth

Minister of Agriculture) saying:

or change, the veins infue earth will congeal and there will be a natural

and will flow through the earth,

»Xx crop disaster, and the crops will not be abundant. Chi reported this

to the king saying: The Grand Historian is in charge of the yang-kuan

( ~~\~ : the Spring Official;t:-~ ), and (he, ti) ordered my ~
ssu-shih(~" ) (official in charge of agricultural affai rs), saying:

9 days from now the spxxxXx spirit of earth will move and the king will

134, 7: 13b

~~
(,
I

?
7:14a

'---- ------ - '-'-'-- _.-_-
perform a rite to HUmXmtX.Jl ~~~~t it,!l;-_aldisas~~xal'1 (and ask for good

f~rtunel~:ht~1b,;t:.t~~)... '<You) shoL!.l(L~e~P3~~-yerfuings

to make sure there is no change in agricultural matters (land and agr.-----------~---
produ~;:~. The X king then sent his ssu-tu(~~ :in _~h~~~e o~ education)

to warn the high o~~icials (kung-ching /~11~1' ),the reg~ar officials

and the comm~ople, and he sent the ~su-kung( ~I~ :official in charge

of w~~d_~th) to (purify) and elil'nate? altars from the Chi(~
fi~s. And he ordered the neng-ta-fu( , ..}-* :in charge of agricultural

warn everybody to - <:fL.A
affairs) to/keep all agriculuural implements in good condition. 5 days

n.n ' J prior (t~ t~e....ki~g':-:It:i~ati~·~he'Oh~-t'ien~ Itl. ), if the

~~~ : the Lo ta-shih 4.lkt+ :Kim 537) reports that there

is a favorable wind the king would go to the palace for fasting and abstaining
"\ ~ Ii(ffi:t )and fast and abstain. And the officials and the yU-shih( '1'1

:note yU-chih~r i~) each would also fast ~..ar~s~'xu}; from aeat)
would wash himself and (; 1.- i.... ju..\l)~

for three days. The king(now purified and cleansed)~i dri~~sweet wine

(note: ~~ ;k -bwa,J.. iGu ~.7ff.~7tfv -k>w~8t.~

,;~~ ~~4rJ.. f&~~ :L ii::..&-ln~~
~l"'4 wcv.W OWieJ) <f ~I<. i-w.uf/Allk. )



Then on the day (that the kin~ w~ actualvy cultivate the soil)(on the

first day of spring) th~ yU-jen(~~ :official in charge of ritual

wine) wnuld present (~ ) wine, and the hSi-jen(~ :in charge of

the vane goblets) would select and offer a wweet wine. The king would

then pour the wi~e onto the ground ~~ ) an then proceed (&e-the chi-t'ien)

(note: to pour( q.~) means to pour( l't ). The reason (~ ) wine

wasLoured and (~t )drunk was all in order that he be scented and cleansed.
"6l 'i",:;U' common
- 7t(). All the officials and the/people would follow after him.1tlllx
When they got to ? ~
the chi-t'ien, the hou-chi(!,~~ :officia in charge of agricul ture)

supervised the procedure; the Shan-fU(~~ :cook, official in charge

of the king' s food and drink) and the ne~;c:ng~Sf:- :nfficial in charge

of preparing the chi-t'ien rites, performing rites to the god of the earth

J11/
~

134. 7: l4a l1)..
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7:l4b

and praying for good crops--Kim 537) would layout the ritual for the

chi-t'ien. (Note: The Shan-fu was in charge of the king's food and drink

and sacrificial food offerings; the neng-cheng t'ien-ta-fU(\.1)~~ )

was in charge of laying out the rites for the chi-t I ieng and performing rites to

the gods and praying for good crops.)(END NOTE). The Grand Historian (T'ai-shih)

assited by guiding the king and the king respectfully followed him. The
with one turn of the plow

king then cultivated one cloo of earth. (noee ••• ) And those next in line

- )-dio it three times (HskH~ the san-kung( ~ t1 ) did it three times, the

liu-ching( -1"-~~p 9 times --Kim, 537. note in text says: each lower

rank did it three times $ much as the rank above it, so the king did it

once (cultivated on turn of the plow), and the kung did it three times

and the ching did it 9 times)(END NOT~). The common people ~XRNS

then finished off the cultivation (plowing) of the 1,000 mou (of the chi-t'ien)

\vhile the~OU-Chi~~ kept watch over th.::.. work of cultivation

(kung ~ ), the T~S~i~~sup~rvised (the chi-t'ien ceremonies).

While the Ssup-tu kept watch over the people, the Ta-shih (T'ai-shih)

supervised it. After (the ceremonies of the chi-tlien) were over, the tsai-£u

(~*- )spread nut the food, and the s~n-tsai(~'f ) supervised

it. The Shan-fu assisted the king then received the sacrificial animals
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134, 7: 14b and then (the other officials) in order of rank WDuld taste it, and the

common people would end by eating it¥ all up.

On this day the kU(~ :hlind musician: chief musician)~ld
lead the music officials( ~'~ ) and (by regulation of the tones of

the music, Kim 538) would oversee (the harmonizing) of the spirits of the

wind tand earth. On the southeast corner of the chi-tlien they would build

a granary (lin.~, ) where they would store the &rain harvested (from the

chi-t'ien). (The grain would be used for ritual purposes, and if there

were anything left over) at times it would be distributed to (poor) peasants.

~~=~i went around admonishing the common people to cooperate in

Then he ordered

) where they are hiding

earth and makes the insectsthunder shakes the

(\1&\~~~~:b
cultivate the earth (now, in spring), then

punish
"ill mxH~xili¥

), the

and he would say: Yin and yang are evenly distribuged

come out of the gmKRx ground

their cultivation

(?~l~lf

(staying), If you do not

~\~the Ssu-k'ou( ~/~ : in char~e of punishments)

the people. (p'i tsai Ssu-k'ou~~~~
(officials in charge of agr.) ~~

the ~Kmpi« saying: go and make the rounds ( .\ ~ )(inspecting the

cUltiv:::on>. The Meng-shih(~~) will go first, and the Neng-cheng

( ~ \~ ) will go second (onr:l inspectio tour). The Hou-chi will
'OC-";"- ~

make a third tour of inKpection, and the'su-kung( ~l'i: ) will make

a fourth tour; the ssu-tU(~~ will make a if fifth tour; the Ta-pao('*-~'-) a sixth; the Ta-shih( *-fJ-f) a 7th; the Ta-Shih(-Q ) and 8th;

and the Tsung-po( ~~~ ) a 9th. Then t e ki g made a great tour

(\

of inspectio (with his high officials9), both at weeding XmKX and harvesting

time. Among the farmers, there were none who EXa did not move with

alacrity and respectfiully attend to farming and put their land boundaries

and ridge furrows in order. every day they used their weeding hoes

and were not lazy during the times (when they were supposed to be hoeing).

So there was no shortage of goods and all the people were all at peace.

At this time the king devoted himself only to agriculture, and he did not
~
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134, 7: l4b

135, 7:l5a

ask anything of his officials that would interfere with agriculture.

l
::.:::~::e:os::::~:l::r~ea::-:u::::i::::::::r:e::::l;w::::r:e::::ed
practiced ~ -- - - - -
performed military trini,g. (Iote: the 3 times were spring, summer and fal~,---
the one time \'1as wineer)(END NOTE). Thus in punishing (wrongdoing)( 4f.
there was authority, and in protecting (the state) there was sufficient

res",rces.(~~iE~\!~li\:/~~t~~tfP~~M~ l,
and the people were hasrmoniously obedient. 'I \

ke_1"'~ ~
---. Duke \len of \I/ei( Hei HUn-kung ... '~1 ) succeded to t he It throne

(inherited the state) after it had been destroyed (by barbarians). H~

wore (simple) clothes made of rough thread

rough silk thread (ta-pu chih i, ta ch'uan

and a (Si:le:;.c:,t ~delf~ .. la
chih kuan 7\3('<-l&)~~~7\!r.

able to office.

study, taught the

commercial goods,--/

~ He worked hard to promote agriculture; he promoted the circulation of

encouraged manufactures, respected learning and encouraged

w:y to i earn a livelihood (?*'~ ), rap~d th:--_.-
In the first year of his reign there were scarcely 30

war chariots in his ki~HEm domain, but by the end of his rUle, there were

300.

-- Ma'::!uiS lien of Ilei (~32.\~_ )had Li ,. 'ueic1.+t )draw
up an irntruction for (getting the people) to give all their efforts in

cultivating the fields (raising production). They divided the land into unit-of 100 li square set of by mounds of earth encompassing 90,000 cht»g'ing(~ ).

Excluding 1/3 of the land which consisted of mountains marches, towns and

residential areas, they had 6 million mou of arable fields (t'ien\1] ).

Of (when) the fields were cUltivated with diligence, then they increased the

Ii' ~d per mou by 3 t' ou ( t ); if they \'1 erellUQ n~=- diligent~~n they

would lose a like amount (from the harvest). Thus according to the diligence

or laziness of cultivation on an areas of 100 li square, the total amount

of grain produced would be 1,800,000 piculs (shih) of rice. They also had

to cultivate the 5 grains intermixed \4ith one another in order to prevent against
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135, 7; lSa a crop diaster (by failure to rotate crops?). The peasasnts exerted themselves

at agriculture and weeded several times, and at harvest time (they rushed

the crops in) as if in fear that bandits were about to raid them. (Note;

This means that they rushed the harvest in extreme fear lest the wind and rain

x~ mulberry

(t~~mt ).
Around their houses they planteddamage the crops.)(END lOTE)

trees. For vegetables they set aside a separate patch of land

& plant f~~. ~
Cucumbers, melons, XSK fruit{;'~)~~/~~l ) they planted along

the edges of their fields. And because of this the state of lVei(~ ) became

'"

7:l5b

rich and strong (fu-chiang).

--In~e second year of Te -tik of the Han dynasty (Be 178), the emperor,

iswed a decree \vhichsai griculture is the great root (basis) of the

empire. It was what the people rely on to live. But the people are not

devoting their efforts to t he root (agriculture), but instead are \vorking

at the branch (i.cols~quential)occupations(commerce?). Therefore they

are not able to i earn a livelihood. Because I am concerned about this,

I am nOI person lly leading the officials to cultivate (the k chi-t'£~n,

it of no advantage (to the promotion of agrioulture), but on the contrary

it id harm to the people. Any ruler who wants to govern well ought to

enlightening the people. £ven though t is ritual was
it

, "ung a d later dynas ties, aJUt ~vas o. ly seen as an embellishment for

says Kim, 540) in order to encourage the people. And he also ordered that
t'ien-ts

half the XKH(tft this year's crop be given to the peopee.

-~ha (~); the a 1cients attached as much importance

as~~ the C~'ien(~eL). In the Han dynasty the emper:'s going

out to cultivate (the chi-t'ien) seems truly to have bee done (out of

his desire to encourage agriculture)(~~t1L.~ ). Therefore

he was able to accomplish a great things in promoting agriculture and
aba do e

not lQUxi@xt!IIRlt in the
~

/

T'ang

I
_athne k emperor to take a pleasure trip of iilspection or to h ve a party

_ a good time;u~~xthus not only ,vas

~ .

/

p1an1gye:

---------
xM£HJbEmxmmnxlmKB to cut back on the superfluous ritual pronouncements and- ..~.._--"

aha on p",rtying a d good times (during this ritu 1).
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(Note: In later ages the ceremonies for the emperor personally cultivating

the fields had regulations for music and parties and wine. Therex is
------

hardly any use in talking about these kinds of rituals. All these kinds
~ --_.

of ceremonies aught to be done away with. A d such sifmKWamsmtmXmx~XiBKtx

practices (conducted at times of ritual cultivation), such as praising the

emperor (~~ ), par~g criminals (~.~~ ), and ap~ing
officials to office (chin-kuan ~(~__ ! ~~~~~ all tobe abolished.OEND NOTE)

We ought only to be co cerned with agricultural matters ( tt-(,.,1~~ l~'-
and also »e orders should be given to the chief officials of the chou an k chUn

to each lead their subordinate officials to cultivate (plots of earth) in order

to encour'ge agriculture.

(lote: The ruler of men can not only cultivate (chi-t'ien) in the

capital city. He should also order that this be done in the outer provinces

as well. After each time that (the~ ruler) personally cultivates the

fields, he should issue an instruction clearly ordering the governors

and magis rates (xkix NB--this is Korean--he uses themrsm, l~sa and sury~ng)

to order each lllX to take along all their suborldinates in t heir jurisdictions

to cultivate the land (in the chi-t'een manner) in accordance with law,

thus putting the people's affairs first.

In every administrative district (up), they should set up a chokchon(l t:B. ) field in ~ spot near to the district shrine to the god of

agriculture (sajik-tanf!.~~ of an area of 1 kyong(~ ) each.

Also they should hae the people receive (such land), and at normal times

they vnll also receive seed to plant. When they harvest the CDOP, 1/9

of the crop will be used to support the x~ktx rites performed at the

altar to the god of agriculture (sajik chesa~~~ ). And ,~th
reg~rd (to this land and those who cultivate it), they will be exempted

from the se (land tax) and k the ~(1\\if; :clothXxuau substitute
- ~\..-. 11' J

If the ruler pushes the plow 5 times, then the crmvn prince will do it

7 times, the high officials (konggy~g) 9 times, the governor and provo military



12 times, the subordinate officials135, 7: 16a

, La d system (chi-t1ien) ceremonies

CO~~im:'=:trates
-34- p1an1gye surok, chonje hurok, kosal

sang

---

and the local official (hYangg"'lanj~f'~ ) 15 times. In general, with

regard to the garrison conunanders (chinjang t~»tt- ), the educational

officials (kyogwan (~~ ) and the post-station officials, in

each area, they will congregate and in theorder of their office rank they

will cultivate the fields (push the plOl so many times). also in the

above manner. And this i3 the way that the regulations should be determined.)

(END Nar~) " fu.J..o:(~~"'.:.l~.:..A~ _

ChaoS TS'O(~~ ) said to Wen-ti: When sage kings ruled, the

reason why the people didnot freeze or starve to death was not because he

was able to cultivate the fields and feed them or weave textiles and clothe

them • it was because he opened the path (for the provision) of tNeK8R~ goods

(products) (that they needed). Thus the reason why even theugh there were
~ (tit H!~\

9 years of flood during the reign of YU(/~ ) md 7 years of drogght during

the reign of T'ang( ~ ) and still the country did not suffer loss

was beaause they accumulated a surplus and savings to prepare for what

might come. At the present time all within the seas has been unified

and we have had neither floods nor droughts, yet our reserves X do not

7:16b come near (those of the ancient sages). How come?

Not all the profit (productivity) of the land has been used up,

and not all the labor of the people is being utilized. Arable land is not

under full cul tivation, and the production from mountain a nd marsh lands are

not being fully yielded (produced). The people who are wandering around

looking for something to eat have not all returned to cultivate the land.

When the people are poor it gives rise to corruption and heresy. Boverty EO
the (people) not ~xx£K~k~ e~ging

eomes from i sufficiency and insuffiency comes from iXxkxmi~Kiki¥Kk*SK¥in agrxx.

If the X~~.aXKHpeople do not engage in agriculture , then they

do not settle down on the land. If the people are not settled on the land, then

the people leave the f village and give light (consideration) to their

families ~
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The people become like birds and beasts, and even though you may
strict

high walls, deep moats, XK¥KXH laws, and severe punishments, yiu wtill

cannot prohibit them (from leaving their villages). Those with starving

bellies cannot get food, and those with cold skin cannot get clothes.

Even compassionate fathers cannot take care of their sons. So how would a ruler

be able to take care of his people? An enlightened ruler would know how

to do it. He would put the people to work at agriculture and sericulture;

he would lighten taxes and levies and increase savings and reserves and use

them to fill up the granaries,xxHK to ward off the disaster of floddand

drought. Then the people could obtain (food and clothing) and (the

ruler woul "have"--be able to maintain the people and til e empire~. (

Therefore enlightened rulers made much of the five grains but made little

of (despised) gol ana jewels.
able to work(

At the present time in a family of 5 persons, those tixktBxfGxxtx»ax

service are no less than 2. What they can cultivate is no more fuan 100 mou,

and the harvest from 100 mou is no more than 100 piculs (shih). In the

spring they till the fields, in the summer they weed; in the fall they

gather the harvest, in the winter they store it an cut firewood for fuel.

1386, 7:17a The o~ficials require them to perform miscellaneous labor service. (nonetheless)

in the spring they

avoid the heat(alld

cannot avoid the

hWBidi.ty)(tft
\. '- \0 \

winds and dust; in the summer they cannot

), in the fall they cannot avoid

the rainy weather, and in the winter they cannot avoidfue cold. Throughout

the four seasons they dm not have a day to rest. In addition, in their

those departing, welcome
take care ifpitiful

sick, raise the orphans,

(!.~~ ),those arriving, mourn for the dead, look after the

private lives they have to (take time) to send off

bringin up the young
)q

while in the midst of all this their diligent labor is as great as this.

In addition they suffer the disasters of flood and drought, emergency

decrees and crueLK taxes. The taxes are collected at irregular times;

orders issued in the morning are changed at dusk. Those who have (godds to
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Therefore you have people who) .

Land system (ur::;;sr agr.) ~-

~""'~I-i~~t>~c~ 1?i
sell) are forced (by the officials?) to sell them at half price. Those

(on loans)
who have nothing have to pay double, and they euphemistic& ly call it

interest ( -t:tAA{~~~t,

136, 7: 17a

sell their land, houses and sons and grandsons to payoff debts. Thus

there is no more urgent task at the present than to make the people

devote themselves to agriculture, and that is all there is to it. If

you want the people to devote their efforts to agriculture, it depends

on p~ing a high value on grain, for grain is the foundation of the kings's

reSources and the primary task of government.

-- .Ching-ti(~tf )(of the Han dynasty (156-140 Be) issued a decree

which said: Sculpture, embellishing designs, incising carvings, and

engraving designs (on gold etc) do damage to agricultural pursuits.

Fancy silk embroidery(~t9f\~1does damage to women's (primary)

tasks. \~en agricultural pursuits are damaged, then this is the basis

for starvation. When women's labors are damaged, this is the source of

suffering from cold (for the lack of warm clothes). When people are both

starvgin and f rezing from the cold, there are few who III would regard
something wrong

abscon ing as a mistake. (Kim translates this as "theve are few \...ho

would not dare to do wrong, bad things." I don't like his translation).
and t he empress \.,1ill

I will now personally cultivate (the chi-t'ien), af~BxXxNitxpe~sonally

will raise silkworms on mulberry lesves, and we will use (the grain and silk)

for food offerings (~~ and ritoa1 clothes XBxBBxHKK for the performance

of rites at the ancestral shrine. On behalf of the empire I will first

not receive offerings f (from the people), I will cut down on the number

of great officials, reduce taxes. My desire is that the whole empire devote

itself to agricuiture and sericulture so that there will be surplus reserves

in order to prepare against disaster and damage •

• In the last year of Wu-ti's reign he issued an edict out of his

regrets over ~ his complete devotion to warfare: \~hat we must put our

efforts into at the present time is to devote our strength to agriculture.

~ appoint... Chao KUO(n~~" ) to be Grain Investigator (~$f%1;)



136, 7:l7b

Land system (.hi~i~ouragementof agr). -37- P'an'gye surok, ch~nje

~~ hurok, kosol, sang

(to encourage agriculture, says Kim, 545). Chao Kuo was able to carry out the

tai-tlien( 1~ \1:l. :land rotation) system. For 1 moue (tI~ ) he had
fu rrows 11~ ,.,. riW.

3 Jdi:1tKKex (sun). (-ll.t~~ Q.J.\..L ), and every year they

changed places ( ~~ ~ ), that's why it was called tai-tlien(1l~H3 )
(Note: tai means i ( ~~ »(END NOTE). This was an ancient system. Hou-chi
.t-~ 'P have furrows in

(fO,- 'fT?:-. ) was the fi rs t to pHXxHtiUKXx.axawm fie1ds (ffi({ fa ). Two

plows made a pair (I-v'A.-:::.~~) (Note: the land was cultivated with

a double ploughshare). They Were one foot wide and one foot deep and

were called ( ~(( ). In length they went» to the end of a mou

7:18a

(there ware as long as one mou in length). On one mou there were three furrows.

A single farmer took care of 300 furrows and spread the sead in the furrows.

v.ben t he sprouts came up and bore leaves, they pulled out the \veeds on the tides.
pushed down

Then they turned the eaX earth (of the ridge) over and xi; put it next to the
(in the Shih-ching)

roots of the sprouts. That is why the poem says: "They weeded and

piled up earth around the roots and the millet grew high." (~~I~t~
~~..t )( Note This poem in the ~ Hsiao-ya pu- t' ien!J,~liti\If1~" l.

(~ ) means to eliminate the weeds (grass). (/(~ ) means to pile21 .~

up earth around the roots. t It says that when the sprouts become somewhat

grown up they always weed then put the earth around the roots. At the

height of summer (when it is hot) then the earth of the ridges is pushed

down into the furrows and becomes as flat as the (level with the) furrows.

Then t he roots g row deep and can endure t he wind and tght, and tha t is

the reason why the crop flourishes (~~~~~ ). Thu~ in

pldlughing the fields, in weeding, in planting the seeds, and in their

agricultural tools everything was conveneent (in method) and skillful.

12 men were led to the fields to cultivate them, and for every well-field

XKKXRffiwmKmSRK mxex and every out ide field? ~~ )x (12 was the

no. of farmers who cultivated it). And thus the area they cultivated was

5 chling.

(Note: 9 farmers made up a well-field. 3 farmers made up a ~(! ) .
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Land system ~~3;-pl~lgye surok ch~nje hurok, kos~l, sang

100 mou in ancient times made 12 ch'ing, In ancient times 100 paces made a mou,

In Han times 240 paces made a mou, 1,200 mou of the ancient mou were thus

on fields that did not use

(~\ fa.) meant fields on

), (Note: the term

equivalent

Using

(using the

to 5 ch1ing in present times.) (END NOTE)

a double PlOW("~ ) 2 oxen and 3 men in one year

furrow system) could harvest over 1 ( 3t) more per mou than

the furrow system ( 'B{(
which the furrow system was not used)(END NOTi)

And the best farmers doubled this (in production) (Note: that is, those

who used the furro,o/ system the best got over 2 (~r )more than on \~a

(END NOTr::) ,

(planlgye) notes that: in our country in laying out the fields, we

only make ridges (~\- ); we donlt have any furrows (~~ ), That

is why the rate of harvest is alwa~~ (~~ : Matthews: careless, abrupt:

Kim, 547: very low, almost nothing at all), At the present time in China

the fields all have furrows (t!J~ ), I hear that the Liao peo~le in

Liao-tung on their fields also all have 3 furro,o/s per mou, For t his reason

the amount of land that is ploughed in one day in the fields in Liao-tung

is much smaller x~xmxex than the fields in our country, Yet the

area of land that is ploughed in one day in Liao-tung in a bumper crop

y ar can produce 50-60 kOk~ of millet. And la:t;:~:nlY produces

20-30 kok is called 11a lost harvest" (Shih-jen~"1i. .c:ve though

the la d (in Chi a) is fertile, in fact (their higher production rates)

are caused by the fact that their methods of ploughing and seeding are

most appropriate, Truly one can sec that the laws handed down by the

) ,

~}, and spread the seed in the furrmo/s, and then lmK&

and in acconlance

every m~~\-

sages of ancient times are all very good. Our country should~o cha~

H and make narrow (poi ted) and small plows and plowaghharesC~,~
-1}\-,. ~

'"i th the ancienl> method have 3 furro\o1s ( ::--" ..4-/\.,. ) for

X e pUllout the weeds on the ri ges in order to nurture the sprouts. -~

If our methodswere like this, then the advantages would be too great to :~

speak of. If we were to lead the p~p1) ,to be~te~ ha9its trutYAiepe~.~~A~~
the magistrates (min-chang~)~-A..,J~ l.JtIWLaJI. c1tIl{I W.~-


