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ear is divided

143, 7:31a
4ia~~

The Prime Minister under l'1arquis \ven of \.Jei<Wt!:l)(... Ilj::.. ),
Li K'Uei(' a )said: When the grain for sale on the market(.-very dear, it harms the people. (Note:"People" here means the scholars,

artisans, and If it is too cheap, it harms

the farmers. If "the people" (non-farming occu pations) are hurt, they will,
leave and scatter; if the farmers are hurt, then the country be~omes poor.

Thus whether prices are too dear or too cheap, the harm done is one and the-same.--- Those who are good are ruling their countries (states) see to it that

I the people" are not harmed and that the farmers are benefited and encouraged.
that the govt buys?

Therefore, those who are good at establishing fair prices for farm poducts /

(~~~ ) must take care to see thet the era

into.-:ategories of upper, middle, and lower "ripeness ll (shu ~ ).

fIn a bumper crop year, the rating is upper and (the government) buys up

L(~) three parts of the crop and leaves 1; in a middle crop year, then

it buys up two parts; in a lower year it.buys up 1 part, thus causing that

lithe people" will have enough (to live on) and that the prices will be fair.

\"rhen there is a slight famine, the government then issues what has been..
7:3lb collected for a small crop year. (Note: The officials release and sell off

grain that they have stored up.)(~ND NOT~) In a middle famine year, then they

issue what they have collected.XKx during a middling crop year. In a serious

at governing their states see to it that the people are not

the farmers are benefited and encouraged. At the present time

what they have collected in a bumper crop year, and

he
Note that in the Han-shu section on Li I '~ei :&:t says: Those

-. r

1 fu (~ ; a household with mKK a male as head of household?) consists of

5 persons, and they manage 100 mou of farmaand. Every year they harvest
1 and 1/2 •~ per mou
a picuis (Shi~_ ) of grain' or a total of J.2Q..shih (for 100 mou). If

you take away the 15 shih they pay for their 1/10 taxes, this leaves a remainder

famine, then they issue

sell it off ( W~0.
~ (Note:

\(AI..:'~~ aJI~:AwhO are good

~t"~ .,. "'harmed while
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143, 7:31b af 135 shih. If 0 e man eats 1 1/2 shih per month, then 5 people throughout

l\ the year consume 90 shih. This leaves a remainder of 45 shih. aQxaktH

aXHXHJllxidllx~QmSlIlXIllHlllRmElllmx~udll*Uuunxmxmxmxxa If 1 shih is worth 30 mwU.

cash, (then 45 shih) is \vorth 1,350 ,~h. If ~e expenses for the_ spring and

a.t1tuml,~nurituals, such as the ~'-)iid (f~) "" in the she'f± ) and

W( ) cost 300 cash, this leaves 1,050 cash. If the cost of clothing
......

sickness or death and funerals, or

per person per year is 305 cash (wen ), then (the family of 5) for the
----._------~--------~:;;)

whole year spends 1,500 cash, but is short of funds by 450 cash. If there..---
are expenses for some misfortune like

if there are irregular government tax levfies, these are also not included

in these (calculations). This is the reason why the farmers are always in

difficulty, and are not of a-
and as a result the price of

mind to be diligent in cultivating the land,
~~ very

gr~(:;r-:'Tt.. ) becomes/dear. Thera ore, those

who are good at (intend to be good at) setting fair prices for buying up

the government stops.

the harvest is four (times what is usually is--600 shih per 100 mou),

a remainder of 400 shih (for the family). In a middle crop year, the crop

In an upper crop year

and divide» it into upper,

year, the family takes in 70 shih, and in a serious famine year, they take

for a small crop year; in a miudle famine year, the govt issues what they have

In a small famine year, the government issues what they have collected

In a small famine year, the family takes in 100 shih; in a middle famine

crop year, the harvest is double (normal harvests), leaving an excess of 100 shi~

is 3 times (normal production) leaving a surplus of 300 shih. In a lower

in 30 shih. Therefore in a great crop year which is an upper year, the govern
3 parts (300 shih)

meet buys up g~Rxskxk (from the surplus of 400 shih) and leaves one part

This leaves the people with enough and causes the prices to be fair, then

and (after deducting for yearly taxes and household expenses), this leaves

(200 shih); and in a lower drop year, the government buys up 1 part (100 shih).

(100 shih). In a middle crop year, the government buys up 2 parts

l'grmn must be careful to inspect the crop year

middle, and lower degrees of ripeness (crop).
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143, 7;3lb collected for 'a miudle crop year; and in a serious fami e year, the govt

isuses wha t is has collecte during a bumper crop year, and sells it off.

Therefore even though there may be starvation and f~d or drought,

by seUing off grain the price of grain is not dear and the people do not

scatter. ke up for insufficiencies,

Thefefore it was applied in the state of Wei and the country was rich and

powerful.

i,Jith regard to the fact that in an upper crop year the harvest \-laS 4 times

what it normally was, leaving a surplus of 400 shih for the family, in an

average crop year the harvest from 100 mou was 150 shih. At the presetn time

in a bumper crop year the l~rvest is four times that, and the family collects

600 shih. If you calculate the expenes of the people for a whole year, it

leaves a remainder of 400 shih. The officials buy up 300 shih. This is what

by buying up 3 parts and leaVing 1. In a middle crop year when

harvest is three times normal, the harvest is 450 shih. After deducting

for yeady ~~penses this leaves a remailder of 300 shih, and he the officials

buy up 200 shih. This is what is meant by buying up two parts and

leaving one.

In a lower crop year when t he harvest is double nOlmal harvests, the family

l~rvests 300 shih; after deduclmng for yearly expenses it leaves a remainder of

100 shih, and the officials buy up 50 shih. This is what is meant by officials

buying up 1 part in a lmler crop year, meaning that they divide the 100

shih in half an xxkkR take 1 part of it.

In a small famine year, EhHN the harvest is 100 shih, or 2/3 of nomal.

In a middle famine year, the crop is 70 shihor 1/2 of hormal. In a serious famine

year the hcrvest is 30 shih, or 1/5 of noDil.) (END NOTc)

~ --During the reign of Hsuan-ti of the Han dynasty (BC 73-48), the Ta-ssu-neng

'I))(~ ~~ and Chung-ch'eng( t ~ ), ~~ng Shou-ch'ang(~t~ )
~~ ~~ submitted a memorial that requested that the border chun (commanderies)

should all be re uired to build granaies. d whe the price of grain was cheap
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they would buy up grain at a price higher (than the market price) in order
~

to benefit the farmers. And at times when the price of grain was dear, they
---------.

\VQuld sell off grain at a price louer thai (the market price) in order to
r'

benefit the people (no -farming population).

the ever-normal gra aiies. (ch'angp'i g xnxa
-

These granaries were

tS'<lng ~ W~~
called

).

left a reserve of one year, and that 9 years'

~~" ~

7:32b

(Note: At the time there had been several bumper crop years and the

price of g rai 1 had fallen to 5 cash (my note: from a nonnal price of 30 cfish)

ald the profit to the farmers was very small. Keng Shu-chAa g memori' lized

for the establishment of this law and the people liked it. The emperor

then issued the edict and reward Keng \-Jith the rank of Marquis of uan-nei

(within the passes),

--. ~su-ma KUng(~ ~I'~ ) saiu: The Ever Normal Granaries is

a lau leftover from the sage kings of the three dynasties of antiqnty.

It was not only \olha.::.t-=L=i.-..:.:e.-;::'-"='--=:=";;"-=-=..:.5g~v:.:'h:.:.:u=--_c=h=-'a=n~g.....>were able to do, \..fhen

hhe price of grain is cheap, it does not harm to the farmers,and when the

price of grain is dear, it does not harm to the people. The people have

enough food to eat and the bfficials take the benefits (profi ) from it.

There is no begter method than thiS.

--. In the reign of ~']en-ti of the Sui dynasty, in .the k 'ai-huang period, 5th year
r----r---- ... -r~ ~~

(585 AD), the Minister of the Board of Taxation (1f )(.rI1-J~ ),

,~Un"p'ing_~~,~) memorialized that among thea ancients that

3 years worth of cultivation-
cultivation created a surplus rese~~thre_ years. Even though there was

flood a d ~rought, nobody starved , 61 ), AnU all of this was
\" ~

ciue to the fact that there \-Jas method to encouraging and gUiding (the people).

anu that reserves were prepared in a vance. He re uests that the ~ people

i the prefectures be e couraged to establish Righteous Granaries (i-ts'ang)

ill ~n t eir villages (she fl:. ). Tha on harvest day, in accordance with

how much grain is obtained they should be encouraged to pay grain (to the

granary) in ~xxX x KK millet and wheat at the rate of 1 shih per family.--------.....
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grades according
would

they!storeg
be
put in charge of

vlould be
(that was the highest rate). Lower rates NRKft determined in

would be
to wealth. The granary JmK built i the village (she) and

- tI would
the grain in the cellar. <. it) The she-ssuVf~'l::j ) x<ni:K in

143, 7:32b

the ledgers ana he inves tigatea H}[HXlJl~xmxrnxmai:llamxlUJllXlillmKm1dllHXHxm1K

(M
and kept a check 0 'I everything, and XR make collect~ every year so t ha t there

would be no loss to the reserves. If it happened that there wasnlt a good
would be

crop anti therE was starvatio in the village, then this gr.'.tin Haa used for

of Yang-ti (of Sui) the state f was faced \>lith financialBy the reig

the prefectural (chou) government. If there h ppened to be a ~ought, they

the grain reserves were piled up anu the people avoided starvation. Later
•

wasteu a d sper~ the res rves of the she-ts'ang. Or they paid all the grain to £h

years.

would give out right away the grai, that was suppoded to be stored for future

0, because the people did not give thought to long-term planmmng and rashly

• relief grants.

The emperor ap roved it and the gra aries were called i-ts1ang (righteous

( g ran- ties), or they ware ca lied she- ts ' ang (~.J:~ :village grana ries ) ,

(Note: At the time (after the law was promulgated) wherever you weat

\ -- -
(\-1u-hOU~) and Chung-tsung~604-705, 705-110)..,' both public and private

~~finances were short and in diffiuulty and they borrowed from the Righteous

Granries to meet expenses. From the shen-lung period and after (705-707),

.. --
fromfue Righteous Granaries tended to deplete their reserves./ [ expend:it u r:s

(END NOTr:)

,

~}\ \
---7}

\) l

~ .~~

7)~ •
~ t 'nO~~ s. ortages and took the grain from the righteous granaries in order to me"t

'S~~~~~: V [ official expenses"By the reign of T'ai-tsung of the T'ang dynasty it ,~s
~i\J}J :gain orderea that the chou and hsien ~f the empire establish Righteous

f (- G;~naries ip order to provi e against disaster years and it was not permitted

to spend the grain 01 miscellanous (things). In the time of Empress \Ju..
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144, 7:33a Mr~(Hu-shih~ ~"'\I ) says: 11 relieving the starving, nothing

is more importan than in getti1l8 close to the people. (you are going to

provide relief to?). The Ri~hteous Granaries of the Sui y asties did not

fact that in later gelerations they also h d granaries c~lled

t at much from the people, but they were ~tuated in the she (Villages)

This Has not far from the

not report it to the thro e (superior authorities). Only the good officials
r

vlwld report it. \-1hen the report arrived, then the 8 could be put in

charge of issuing (grai 1 from the granaries). The transfer of documents ba~

an~orth made oifficult and obstructed the paying out of grain, and the

of!icials aid competed to get the grain (for themselves),

Righteouj
- V

\

~ranaries, but they Here situ tion in the prefecture and conuna de?

• (c ou-chUn). If they had a famine, then the wor hless officials would
---- »

/ collect

vi1 and the starvi g peop~elf could obtain food.
----------::::....:._~~----------

!Jft

The 0 nes \olho benefited from it were in general those areas nearby cities

(walls) a d suburbs where the people h~d the ~Xk ability to gEX~~ go get

~~
(and carry) the grain themselves. HoVl could people living in far off places take

J
wP their aged (parents) and children several hundred li to get a few handfuls

of xgrain?

--, In the Chou dynasty of the Five Dynasties period, in the 6th year of the hsier

both benefits the eo e and is a source of trouble for them. It benefits

them because it alleviates their immediate problem. It hurts them because

~ome said that the

a famine in the Huai-nan area. Shih-tsung

he hold them res onsible an ilsist on repayment?'

said: The granting of loans (to the starving)

O\ling about it.

were afraid they \~ulU ot be able to repay it. ~lfk

the peoPlerre still my.bchildrenj how could somebody's children

e in precarious circumst~ces) suspended upside down) without a father

r
repayment, either one can be strict iDbout the dea line for repayment, or one

a wastage s~ha~e ....*' 1:1.-.~ tI
can collect XMKH~K ( 'JJIR;~.,,~or collect i terest (~;"'J<:.:.;' ), or

of the fact that they mu",t rep y (the loan) at a later date. In demanding
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144, 7:33b loan out rice and have the people pay back the debt in cash, or rontinue

to du people for repayment even though they are poor and cannot repay, or

have the clerks falsify the granting of loans and collect (repayment) fran

the p80ple.~ Al, these things are~ ways in \mich the people are severaly

\ harmed. The officials (in charge of the granaries) believe that taking (a

lot of grain from the people) during bumper crop years, and givi g out only

a little (durinci famines) is the method to use. The officials in charge of

c
collecting grain make it their business to make collections on the basis of

the number of heads and squeeze (funds) out of _the PJl~ people. Hhen there
..---

is a great drought, there is no reduction of taxes; when there are floods,

there are no reductio.s of taxes; when there is crop damage from insects, there-
is no reduction of taxes. The chief officials dun the people for tax payments

----------------
but they do not register the amounts (do not abide by fixed quotas), so that

,....~.._--._--. ------------------------
they do not write own the fact that they extract iH¥XHK payments from

the people's households in order to make up for deficiencies. If a family

-not requi re that they make repayment. This

....

the grain mig~t get soaked and (rot), they do not wait for a famine ~ to occur

the officials in charge when they make collect regard \.,rith urgency making

KmIlHmm:amnxmmnXmxrilIllmXlbNmsmmuix to prevent our people from suffering harm. But

sufficient collectiois, they do not give any consideration to whether (how
F the gri..in is of good or bad quality
they are doing it) is good or bad. 'lhenthe grain i;; starred. Fearing that-

....------------------------
is not bankrupt, then they are not dropped from the registers. If it is

fJ'" as bad as this ..,hen payments are maae ~~ the people, haw much worse is it

when t he offiCials are loming out grain. The responsibility for repayments means

~ha:- the people are not left with any resources left over. Shih-tsung

(of the Later Chou) regarded the people as his SOl1S and succored their

~\ ins:ffi'iency (poverty) anu di

7 :34a was the mind of a human true king.

~- - • ~ • iu >;hUn(.1L.}.tWr )said; In this statement of Mr. ~u '::---:ot only

l\'~ c!15 ~ did he talk abou t the e-Ci I s of g roin IQl.~. At the p resent time we al so

~~ have evils on the Righteous Granaries. The Righteous.Granaries were basically

designed to provide against famine (from bau crops)¥xxB ~HE~tH
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when grain is given ogt,

(before they give out grain), and/those who get the grain are not

necessarily those who are supposed to eat it, and when grain is collected,

in many cases it is x not taken from those who XXKXKK~pBKKB originally

received (the relief loan).

What Mr. Hu said was that in uemanding repayment, either (the

-
issue rice and demand cash for repayment, or they might dun for repayment

officials) could be strict about the deadline for payment, or they might...

•

those who were poor and not able to pay, or they dierks might falsify loans and

collecte a wastage surcharge, or they might collect interest, or they might-

collecta from ordinary people. These several statements cover the various
r---

7:34b

types of evils in the Righteous Granaries of today. What is said to be

v' righteous, is in fact to do things that are not righteous. What was ori °nally

meant to bene£it the- peopte, on the contrary has come to harm them.

It is only that I see that the musiness has become bothersome and the

c~rks only act co~pdY and that is all, and there is truly no benefit

as far as relief is concerned.

I (P'an'~e) note that: The village granaries (she-ts'ang)
~ ~~ ..

were designed basically to encourage the people to be frugav so that they
,--

would hate a surplus to prepare for famine crop conditions. They~ould be

placed in the village (tang-She\~)f~ ), and the she (Village)

shOUld be allowed to manage it. They ought not be moved (the grain ought

not be transferred) to be the reserves of the chuup (pref§.CtlJrst J ~s).

This is why the (Chinese village granaries) are basically different from

the hWan;(,..(.t- ) grain loan system in use in our country today.

T:. so-called hWanj.(hWanSang~~ ), prOVides the reserves for maX OUT

(army and) country (kUn'gUk~\~). It has to be ~tored in the walled

aUministrative towns and the magistrate's office manages it. It ought not

be oispersed in the outer myon (districts). In later generations, the Righteous

were attached to the chou-chUn (pref. and commanderies, and the law
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144) 7:34b prescribed that the officials every year would collect (loans) and disburse

(loans). But because the hwanja system of our country also calla for loans

vlj/~o the people a d repayments every x year) the system seems the same

(as the Chinese she-ts'ang system). Prior to the deadline the grain is given to
.-
the people) and later on they are required to repay it. The official bureau

(agency) is in charge of the collections and chases after the people with

punishment and jail. Therefore) one has the various practices of the

145) 7:35a officials HKm~xmRH keeping strictly to deadlines and pressing the
r-" <~

people for repayment) the loaning out of a little grain) but the collection
......:l.

of large amounts, the forcJ distribution of loan grants witho~t waiting for
r---- "'- ...

famine years) poor people absconding (to escape loans), and the collections

~ - ~
being made in their place from t heir neighbors and relatives) corrupt officials

and clerks using deceit and salsisication in order to make all kinas of

.---------------
arbitrary collections. There are thus all kinds of evils CIld harm so that
~

the prisoners fill up the jail yard) and the (poor people) whoare whipped and

beaten are to be foun everywhere withil1 -the jurisdiction. axxx:tki:XXtlEII:K
This

iXXlilwnKlllKX kind of system is -Ilothing but.-a net to ensnare the peupJ.e)-
it is not the basic intention (behind the loan system) which is to save

:green shoots law) was no good) but how is thiS (our

)'s ch'ing-miao fathat Wang An-shih(..

capital and the ~ovinces, but this has never been carried out.

not.

the people from suffering.

Our national law code also requires that Ever-Normal Granaries be establish,

laws are concerned) there are none that surpass this.

Something like the Ever-Normal system is one which in years of bumper crops

private sense; both the ruler and the people obtain benefits. As far as

does no damage to the farmer (because it maintains a high price for his

system of grain leans) any different from the ch'ing-miao system?

crops)) and during famine periods does no harm to the (non-farming) population

(by keeping prices down). There are no evils to it either in the public or

{

~~ - All the people said

W ~ (t1t7~
r,fr
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If you want to RKxskWtmkrnxmem take the best measures (at the present

time, to deal '~th the situation), then (to handle) the hwanja grain loans

of the present time i the various administrative towns, in all cases establish

ever-normal (granarie~) to iKKHR payout and x»iie buy up grain in accordance-with the law (system). As for sach'ang (village granaries), then encourage and-
instruct the puro (fu-lao) el ers of each village to establish them as

they desire, and let them be managed E~xkH openly and publicly (fairly:

konggong/~~ ) by the people and gentry (inSa~~ ) of each village (sa),
"\.I' \.

and do not let the official yameB1l1 interfere in their administration.
J

(Note: In accoruance with the early .3ui and with Chu Hsi's she-ts'ang-
system, discuss and deliberate on regulations (for the system). Let the

->0

people and gentry of the village manage the granary publicly, and as for
,,- ....

the official yarnen , it will only give aid and encouragement, and that is

all; it will not be able to supervise or exercise jurisdiction (over the- -granary).(END NOTE)
~

Only after it is done like this, will (the right system) be obtained.

Some might say that if the she-ts'ang (sach'ang) are placed in tbe-
KaxaxuIDim~Rmt~mRR~ where the village shrine (she) is located, then

it will be difficult to obtain people from the villages and therefore one

Or even if they are established,

desir!0 they will gradually be~~. ::::::ee::a~:::e(:::s::::a:::::~~::::e
~ abandoned, so what about that? (I) say to this that if the court with sincere

~v'l ~O does not interfere ana cause trouble,
_O~ I~ mind gives encouragement and PXRXRHXK~RpikiXi~HMXiKXaHX~XRixmamKmK~

~~~l,xxmcaxaXimxXIUIXlQRl8llUe , :tiI.eRxXM and the people see the a vantage of it and

~~ do not suffer harm from it, then it will become the established custom
\ -

~. -'7, 7) oJ!.'? (among he villages1and there wil be nothing that cannot be done. Or

~
~•.• even if (the granaries) cannot be established, or if they are eKK repaired

(~. ~ -:, (c;'atedl and then fall into disuse so that XRHXKXXxe they are not standard
\jV\J V8f)~1 <
~~ (institutions), still they will not cause harm to the people every year
lVy~.. ~-----------------

(as the current hwanja grain loan system does--Kim, 590). If the people

h h'·'an~ gra;n loan system), then they will be ablecan avoid the harm (from t e w '~~ -
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145, 7:35b

7:36a

to rest easy in their occupations and eevote themselves to agriculture.
if

Families will have reserves stored up. In addition/the ever-normal

granaries can functio to make up for shortages (in times of famine), ~

then in famine years the lives of the people will be saved (succored). So

how could the hwanja grain loan system compare to this.

During the reign of Hsiao-tsung of the Sung dynasty (1163-1190),
• 4

adopted in the various lu (routes, provinces). At the outset, Chu Hsi was living

in Chien-ning-fU(~~7f.t ). Ch.ung-an-hSie"l!(~ctl~,-"" ),

Klai-yao hSiang( \m 1eift'l~ ). In the 4th year of the Kan-gtao year

period (1168) there was a great famine among the people of Chien-ning.

[

Chu HSi, together ,~bh the people of the hsiang, requested of the fu (pref.)

requested 600 shih of ever-normal rice to be loaned out as relief, to be
--::=

paid back in. the '''inter with interest added. (Note: The interest on 1 shih-___7 ~OUld be 2w t'ou of rice) The repayment would be made in rice. From this

time on every year grain was collected and distributed (~~. In the

case of a small (minor) bad crop. then the interest rate was redueed by

J,half~ ana in case of a major famine, then the interest was completely

~I ~l~ated. In the 14th year ~6), he obtained interest rice and built

-a granary, accumulated savings and then repaid the original principle of---_. ------------------
600 shih to the fu. \Ji th the over 3,000 shih of rice that was saved, they

(he) regarded it as (the capital fund) for the she-ts'ang and no longer
c--

collected any interest (on grain loans). On every shih of grain, they stopped

at collecting a wastage surcharge (m~i~~) of 3 sheng (~ ).

Because of this even though the whole hsiang might meet with a famine

year (baa crop year), the people were not lacking in food to eat
..:. ';J.

(Note: In each sh~ (shrine site)(granary site) a she-shou(if-!; 51 )
and pao-chang(1~&was appointed to keep the records and to divide

up the population into pao units. After clarifying those who had not

absconded, committed some crime or transgression or some impropriety of
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145, 7:36a behavior, they then in accoruance with the register paid out grain. If

any household did not vant to borrow grain, no pa~Rk disbursement was made •

>
Later when (Chu Hsi) WdS summo ed for a court audie ce he requested

that this system be extended to a broad area and put into pr~ctice. Chu Hsi

the Chuja sach'ang samok (Chu Hsi

NOTE)

system se../1Fur the details of this

{ she-ts'ang shih-mu)(iND

said; I,woulu like the emperor to give clear instructions to the provinces

that if there are any people or households that would like to establish

(the she-ts'ang granaries), that the chou and hsien (pref. and districts)
'"'

calculate and payout rice from the ever-normal granaries (as a fund for

the she-t~'ang). If t ere are any rich families who woul like to issue

rice to form the capital (fund for the she-ts'ang), they also should be

allowed to do as they please. (do what is convenient for them). '.lhen the

interest rice (that is accumulated) matches the amount (of the original

capitalization), then it also will be repaid. And if there are local villages

whose customs are not the same (different), they also shOUld be allowed

to act in accordance \Yith the circumstaoees and set up a contr...ct, report

to the magistrates who will respect and protect (the granaries). And if
F

they shOUld desire not to establish a granary, the official yamen will not

force them to do so, so that (the system) \Yill not cause trouble.
among

Hsiao-tsung gave his permission and decreed that/permanent residents

( t 'u- chu -:l:::it. )0 r temporary res i den ts('$It )of a hsiang. off i cia15

a1d people (~hih-jen~/~), those whose beh vior was righteous would

report conditions to the chou and hsien, calculate (what rice was needed)

from among he rice reserves of the Righteous Granaries, and use it to

make disbursements (for the she-ts'ang, peas nts?). hlith regard to the

actual collectio s aid disbursements (of loans from the she-ts'ang), measures

would be taken publicly by the elders of the given hsiang, Old the

hsien authoritie s wopld RQt inl;Qrfer~ith it or force (loans to

any coercion) •..
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any feelings of compas&~on or love (for the people). This is

(hsiang); and X (the granaries) are managed by the officials
or princely men (1nsa, kunja f....-t:. J~1.- )

by the people/of the Village (hsiang-jen). And\~iR carrying out

loaning of grain), they are qUick to make collections and do not

(Note: chu Hsi 0 ce wrote about the Chin-hua she-ts'ang(4:~ l'

saying: The reason why the customs of the generation are diseased (sick)

village

wihh respect to this is no more than because the ch'ing-miao (green shoots)

plan of Hang Al-shih is a subject for discussion (is regarded as a good thDBg).
......... ~

Hut under the green shoots system the people are given money, and not grain
situated in 1n-an (the granaries) are maH~d~ the hsien (district) and not »~ the

145, 7:36b

) the reason whyWang was able to putx (his green shoots system) intb practice

lin one town, but could not put it into practice throughout the whole empire.

;-n.A ,I_c, -In a dition (Chu Hsi) also wrote that the she-ts'ang system ought

~u~~: to be promoted. H. said: If you have (goodlgovernment, it is tEe due to

1- t.. _-l' \' people (having men of talen~f you areJ1ng government, it is the

~ \"-V Lv1A.L res ponsibility of law. (yu .......... j en, wu oli.~ fa~~J-.) -1.F:k., i-~ ,
~~ this is a great statement that will never be changed. In the time of the

sage kings they ensured that if the people cultivated the land for three years,

they would definitely accumulate one years' worth of savings (stored grain),

no people to protect (maintain) it, then the law is no more than a law, and

it cannot be put into prac~ce by itself.

iMApn1f/MttlltR-~
How much more (so \yith th~ she-ts lang which collect food products u.~

in
xaXxxaHatx«K««:tXlinol~m~lllKilttxgRXisolated and remote villages.

~:>~~ :::':fw:::: :~l:::::e:i:h:e::::e:~rA:o:::r:::::: :::Yn::u::f:::u;:::t:~:ne.
~K\'"I~OThiS could be said to be a good law that will last for 10,000 genera tions.

t ~ What is ext (best) to this was the Han dynasty so-called Ever-Normal

~e.".n~"~r- system. E:en to ay this system is in use, and thiS system has alWays......,)been
£~~ , s~tem
~~~ a good one. However, at the present time it is only that thiS ia»x

1f
just

in terms of regulations,
barely exists DHxXkHxiK record books,and keys to the granaries. lit has

~~~~

146, 7:37a
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supervision
And in their mxEK~, thtly are not controlled by t he regular officials,

and in their management, it is not done by punishments of exile and transporta-

tion. If you do not always obtain men who are loyal, trustworthy,

intelligent and perspicacious people, like those who (operate the granaries)

at the present time and who cooperate with one another in ppirit and devote

all their efforts in being careful about the grain that is issued and received

and block all forms of deceit and corruption, then one needs no time to wait

and se,-, that it ~Jould be difficult to maintain the la\-I. This is the kind

of a system which is worth reporting to future princely men of virtue.)(END NOTE)

Chu Hsi said: ~ince ancient times there have been two views on the-
way to provide relief. The first is to induce a spirit of harmony to

prevail (~~~~ )(by conducti g good government, Kim 594) in order

to produce abundant crops. The secon is just to have plans for accumulating

~grain reserves.....
'I'"

If the people wait for the next famine to occur to manage

things (without making preparations in advance, Kim 594), then what other

policy can there be?

He also said: in relieving starvation there is no strange policy

(that is needed). The best thing is to make a study of irrigation (water-
conservancy) •

_ ~.( f • LU Tung-lai(~~~ ) sai : In general if one is to discuss relief
-~ comprehensive
~ ~~~ administration in a funified fashion, then one would have to say that the

~ ~~:- system of former kings by which they made preparatio s in adva ce (for

~
/I (by storing grain) t.Ui)

e 1~~. famine), is a superior system. (the best system). Li K1uei( '{;t. )'s
~ , . =
.~~,~~~system <b~ing &d selling grain, Kim 594) io second best. To take stored

'-\r-~~\i"~~t grain and distribute it evenly (equally) and cause it to circubate, to

~~ h've people migrate a d grain be shifted around, this method is the third

best. And if you have none of the above methods, the XKaxX least best

(/\ -b (worst) method is just to make gruel and d~tribute it to the people to eat.
----_----:~--

-- ekmxRXHB Cbao Pien<Jiii ~~:" the magistrate <gov) of Yueh-chou

(Chih 'fueh-chou ~1StW),~};e:I~::a~r/fr:Iltn \.Ju-'fueh(~~ ),
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146, 7:37a xk~raflDBmemxmxmmmsmmmta:ttfgFl,and before the peopbe began
written questions were (sent out) asking

to suffer from hunger, aXXftESXH aFIXt~~xaa~nma~~~~

~£xNk&xxkKi&Fl~ how many hsiang in the hsien were suffering from disaster,
many

how/people were able to feed themselves, RFIH how many people were eligible to xe

receive food from the offictals, how many ~txEemEmKiliHmme places where

£.saXHldae there might be, how much grai and cash there was available to

issue (to the star:ring), and hmv many wealthy households there were who could

be mobilizeo to contribute grain. To all the above questions, peo~ee had

to reply in writing, and diligently make preparations.

P 'ANIGYE: --I note that according to~u~ dynasty law in areas suffering from-WP!r crop disasters and damage they began construction projec~s and were able

O,~, to, mobilize people (for these constructio 1'''''' projects). such as irrigatio

~ ~ [Of farming fields, builaing walls, roads, dikes, construction projects or

~ planting trees. The Chien-S6u(,f;l@:governor?) carried out an

investigation in advance of the required amount of construction materials,

cash and grain ahat would be required an prepared a list of the benefits and

disadvantages and memorialized it to the throne. ThiS purpose (system) was

a very good one. Every time there was a famine year, the state would either

open up the granaries (an issue gruin) or move x~XHmE«RKsxsf grain from

other areas (to the famine region). Yet th~ were lage numbers of starving

p:Ple who could not be canpletely knmvn (~l~ ~aken care of?).

Even t hough there \"lere free grants of grain (pai-chi che §~ ), the amoun

given ou t were no more than a fe'" handfuls. In the res t of the cases, (the

(

gr... in that waS issued) was all loans at interest (that is, the same as

the Korean llwanja system). Thus even though the starving peq:;, le got
r---

relief for a time, when autumn arrived and they repaid their loans, they had

nothing left. Even though the harvest might be a good one, when it came

to next spring, they had nothing to eat, and they were as poor as they had

previously beLn before (during the crop failure time). Those who had no

harvest (to speak of) were HxXxKH forced to take flight from their homes,
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is 146, 7:38a And the harm from the officials dunning th~for debts extended to their

eighbors and relatives (the officials dunned their neighbors and relatives

for the debts of those who had abscollded). Because the officials disturbed

the people by whipping and beating them, many of the people shouted their

grievances. A d eve though the offici ls forced neighbors and relatives

to pay the debts of those who had absconded, they also were po~ people

Hho died, and that was all t ere was to it. In they end nothing could be

obtain from them (this), and the official grain (finances) could also

not avoid shortages and deficiencies.

How rouc ~yorse ~vas it when you consiuer t rn. t those registered as

•
starvi.g people were for the most part f~nds of the clerks in charge-
of relief, or relatives of the v~lage headmen (li-chengb~~

or household slaves an servants of i fluential families. As for the

people who had no connect~ons (wu- lao chih min ~t'.t..I~), 0 the

contrary their names \-lere missing (dropped) f rom the regi sters (diD those

eligible for relief).

the prese t time, if in addition to issuing ever-normal grain

from the granaries we calcula e and divide up the amounts, and count

and pay them wages for constructing dikes in order to build irrigation

rest, if we recruit starving people in large numbers (fram a broad area)

f.•~ r .~-:/tohe numbers of

F. r ......~ rely 0 , an

~~

old, wea , sick, KIN women, x»H--all those

give them ~el.. gra~ts (pai-chi §~ ),
who have nothing

and as for the

facilities, then if it is done like thi , we will be able to both provide
~

({ ~lief a d build irrigation facilities XEIDEmEIDXmim~pa~ kill two birds

with onc t01e (accomplish two things in one fell swoop). The starving
.--

peopee will be fed fram their labor and there will no longer be any evils

from (cofrupt) registration and no EI future co cern because of the

requirement 0 rep y loa s. I accordance withthe fact that the people

are reeruited for work a ld go themselves, there ~"ill be no feelings of
for thei r ~york

rese tmeilt. And if the wages \It;: pay them/are sufficient, then they Vlill

have enough to provide for the elderly an young. Thus many people will come to
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146, 7:38a

7:38b

~kHxfE to \vork, ano the benefits \vill be extended over a \vide area, and

irrigation facilities will be promoted ever~vhere, ro that there never again
(

will be a~y harm from a famine year an the people will not be lacking food

to eat, ano the state \vi 1 not be short of tax revenues, and \ve Hill be

able to rely 01 this for thou ands and ten thousands of years. This system
as far from the present system as heaven R is from earth

is a fa cry from the present syscem i terms of advantages a~d benefits.
-

As for XE other constructiun projects, even though they may not be as urgent

as irrigatio facilities, if they are in accord with the needs of the times,

\.e should also consiCie doi 19 them (u'ing labot. on other kit cis of constructio

proj<::ct t
' as a m.::.ans of providng relief)

(Note: The above section deals with the ever-normal granaries, the

righteous granaries, d relief administration).


