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p.408, 21:37b) To this I would reply that this is also a matter that is to be

.~ (taken care of after (my) land system is carried out. If not, then

~>bWJ\, in the end there will be no way to do it (malyu1-\:b.~ this.

~~l In general, the searching out of able bodied men (for miliaary service)

;~,J\~ ~ I (suhwal injeng~~ f.-J ) is a great evil inthe world. Great

~V~- disruption and great chicanery are both the result of this. Even though

one might want to starlardize it, there is no way to do so. Even an

official of X~H divine intelligence would also not know what to doa.

Once there is error in the root (of the system), then from the soldiers and local

gentry all the way to the court nobles, or from the clerks cn::l runners

and local magistrates all the way to the generals (Ch'ongSU~~t: high

officials), at every juncture along the way there is room for people
accomodate interests

to entertain their private desires x(trequests for payoffs? yongsa chi chi

\~~~~. There is no principle (way) in the world that once you

have opened the path to corruption (extortion, kan~ ), that you can

(desire to) close off ~at corruPtion~~~his is why the evil of requests

for favors (Ch'Ongt'ak~~and ~~~spreads allover the earth and
reaches

xEaHaaxex the heavens. If you want to try loking at (the situation at)

the present day, you do not have to \vait for words (an explana tion) to
Even (conditions, a situation)

understand. /If the situation arises from XGmRXEX~ that doesn't have to t
uniform system (hoeg' il -)

be that ~ and one were really able to carry out a XEa~EgXmemamm

(hoeg'il !t~ ), (the fact remains that) it is difficult~ to make ~~

uniform the number of people needed for household service (kanae angYOk~~\~ ).

And also~reform of the military service system alone?) is not the w~

by which one equalizes the differences between povert.Y and wealth (~~\~ ),

fiXeS the will of the people (chong minjJ~6tt~, distinguishes between the

outstanding and the ignorant people (pyol hYOn-u~J~~, or distinguishes

between the (truly) noble and the ba~e (pyon kWich'On~~~~).

Generally speaking, if the land system is enacted (chenje haeng~~IJ.r),

then the main l-t:~~~~ocial system) will loa have been taken care of and
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p.408, 21:37b) and all matters will be taken care of very smoothly (favQrrably
(refolllIl)

and very easily. But if the land system is not carried out, then the

grand outline of society (taegang) will be in confusion, and all mateers

21: 38a) will become contrary and very difficult. ~o how could it not be carried

out because it is troublesome (difficult to do)? To discuss government

outside of this is not something of which I would dare have knowledge.

(This is the only way things can be done, as far as I know)

_____ Some people might say that there are a lot of categories a nd types of

- i

To this I would reply that if everyone is a

Someone might also say,xDxx how about having everyone serve as rggular

irrespective of whether they are commoners

thing would be just to stop with preserving the KX two categories of cavalry

that you have no choice but to keep (the slaves) separate (in terms of

military service)

soldiers in the cavalry or infantry

muron ~ ~~~.'\
or slaves (yangch'on~~Ol~1U?

and infantry. It is only that the slave law has not yet been changed, so

soldiers, and that even though ~x you were to eliminate all of them, you
numerous

\J) ~/ still could not avoid having such/categories as cavalary (kibyong), infantry

,v,~ (pobyong), and soglogun. How about tla t?

To this I would reply that in organizing the soldiers (military), the best

about that?

ion of systems.

reforming the slave law, there will be no

ought to form units where everyone is a member of it

if you first mix people (of different social

Some might say that with regard to the fact that private slaves are

both public and privage (interests, affairs) or the harm done from violations

(pambun ~~~ :people overstepping ~he limits of their status)

members of the soglo (units), that even though you eliminate their personal

payments (SinlgOng~~~ ), compared to the regular troops (chongbyong

commoner soldiers?), they would (the slaves) still have excessive burdens.

limit to the bother that you will have with regard to the obstructbon of

~ regUla~ soldier, then youD5p, (~-~iH~). But

• ( status together) prior to
(



To this 1 would reply that this is also the result of the fact that

law or system that would provide land grants to slaves). (note: The reason

the situation Has such that they could not carry out (a land distribution

~~
tie re ~X

do it. r.l~~
not IJU

If a slave is not required to

-92- pyongje

If it is not done that way, then there is no other way to

became large (numerous) and the situation gradually became difficult

they did not receive land under the law. Not only Has this inappropriate, but also

required to perform military service. Then the number of slaves gradually

the slave law has not been abolished.

perform military service and does not receive land, then that is all

time \·Je have the soglo law (Hhihh requires that slaves perform military

service in separate units) (note: It began from t he time of the imjin wars)(en

note) In the Koryo dynasty, even though there \lIere slaves (chlanlgu ~~q. ) ,--

Under the old system of this dynasty, slaves (ch'an'in), slaves were

is to it.

(desperate--the state needed men for military service), so that at the present

it was this way HaS because even though slaves were people who basically were used

to perform duties (service) in the same household (tongho~)p ), in this

country we also had "outside resident ll slaves \lIho established separate

households (away from the master's family) (oego py~oja~lk$\lr%)
all of whom were also slaves.)(end note) How much worse is the situation

'~ ~
.~ ~'laantdthe present time when ~&H&9 80-90% of the (population) are slaves (ch'an'in)

. Eni~x scarcely 10-20% are commoners. If you abandon the slaves

(t)~:~,~, ft. j'/(fOr the purpose of military service), then the state will not have any

v~~, tf", people (it can control). If you have not abolished slavery, and yet (?)
IIl~A 'fJrA1 still have no c~oict-f%t~~JhpJ:e:~~..eo~~;:'f~.
;.(\;II (that slaves) _;; teL 'ffJ ]WiAlV _ _g:r~ _ ,~ 'v ~
• (pudttk pusu chon ch' ulpyong~~ \"aIi1f, ), then even ~.. ,

though (their burdens) are lighter than what they were in the past, you still

won't be able to aVoid putting excessive burdeaa on them. This is just

the \'lay the situation is and t here is nothing you can do about it.

;:,ome might as , \l1TI' can't you abolishthe slave l8.\'I?
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p.408, 2l:38b) I would reply, How sad this is! I cannot answer this question

easily (~~~~ 1. In general, if it is not right for

punishment to be extended to the descendants of those guilty of crime,

how much less so (is it righta to punish) the innocent? All (of thes

~~ slaves) are the same as people whom Heaven (nature) has (born), but

I" ~:~ _ even a person \vho is ignorant and f'e.a..l..ly base S't"ill~~e pO\Jef-""Co control

~~. \[ t~e~ife or death of an0'¥oJ J:;.~son (hok muji ch'onbu i che in samyong 't::"
Q/t'U9 ~. ~b;~.);.u:.'l 1)~ve~ t hough someone of ou ts tanding ) A/
/ '/'t. ,IA.'~I'. . )t(J~J N 1UJ:~) W-~ a/tf1tl~ Jk \/1)' Ii

talent '~g the~ they st:£:;u'-·-e4IIftst avoid having to perform ~ \~ l~

409. 2l:39~) service for someone else~such the is slave law of our country. How

could this be in conformity with the way of ultimate fairness (good) of

Hc:aven and E.J.rth (ch'onji chigong chi to~!/ki.I~

(i.e. How could this be in accordance Xia with the great goodness of

nature's laws?) The cultivation (nurturing) of princely men of virtue

(chU -tzu) and &i~ distinguishing small (amoral) men a (from the

good ones) is a1so(a principle) of both a cient and contemporary times that

cannot be abandoned. In ancient times when t hey granted sQIleone a fief (ponggon ch

ch'aeji'Ml:~ the hSiang-ta-fuA)Xf:(:'*... : local officials, gentry)

were not afraid that there would be no one to take care of it, and at

the present time in China they have the custom of using hired laborers to

perform labor service (yongyok kogong chi sok~~1~ 1:-2.Jf~ 1, and

for that reason the families of the shih-fu (~~ :schoLars, gentry) also

have people they (can use) to subst~tute for ~em in labor (service).

As for this country, this la\1 has been in practice for a long time, and it has

become an old custom. The taebu-sa (ta-fu-shih) all rely on it (depend 0 nit),

and their families necessarily (must) give thought to what they must do

to protect t eir families, and only after that may they consider reforming

(something). If they do not do so, and if one day there is a sudden reform,~
then there will be great difficulties in handling it. nd this is th~ j I

rea"'n why I cannot gi"e an easy answer to the question. ~~l ;
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p.409,21:39a)

done about it?

Then (someone would) say: 11 right then, what can be

To this I would reply: Government must be in~c~nce

) (Note: that is

present matrilineal
apply

) and use it

). In making plans

time, we ought to follow the

u 41t;;r~..f
la\oJ (chongmobop '~'-7 /Pt.

\oJomen
equally (tiniformly) to all commoner~ (yangnyo~ .Jj:
status ~HEK inheritance

\....ith the times (chong pi un si~~/)\\~ ~

(policy) at the present

commoner wives of slaves)(end note) and make sure there is a uniform law

(that applies to all cases, everyone). In addition to this we also

) as a re\vard, nor should

have laws providing for w XHK8XKXXXR« appointments (of men to office?)

~.(sangt'ak (dictionary has tlaksang ) Jlr~

we abandon people of merit and ability (among. the slaves) (note: as in the

e.ase of those who have (earned) military merit or those who have scored highest

several times in a row in the shooting contests, if they are public slaves

(kongch'on) they should be immediately manumitted (chingmyon !9L );

21:39b) anti if they are private slaves (sach'on) they should either be allowed to

provide a substitute (kuPtae~~ ) or to obtain manumission by payment of a

fee (ka h5 ki my5nch'5n '1~'~~~\2(endnote) If we do things

like this, then the evils (resulting from s lavery) would not be as bad as

they are ~m today. If the number of slaves decreased, then the number of

hired laborers (kOgOng~:J:- ) would gradually increase, and those at

hired laborers the top and the bottom (of the social orJer) would both) gradually be
as the solin
for slavery benefitted, and our customs would gradually undergo change (so that) the

law used in China could be adopted and put into practice. (note: Even though

there is slavery in China, dimidaHI!lKIhaM.lUllXlllXJBX¥lRIllpbex all of them were

enslave because of crimes (i choe moriP""~~~~) or people who ...

have sold themselves to be (indentured) laborers (chamae wi yongja~'t~')
and that is all. They have no law providing for families to inherit slave

status generation after generation.)(end note) (And if we do things like

this) then the government of the three kings could also be accomplished.

For more details on this see the section devoted to slavery (nobi) •
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furnished for every 4 ky~ng of land (

p.409, 2l:39b) ~(indented note) (Some might say that if one soldier is to be
y;;\ shouldn It
y~ ), then/every ch~n( 1tB )

ought to furnish one soldier? To this I would reply: If we did it like

this, it would be extremely good. It is only that there are discrepancies

in the amounts (of land receive~?) by those who receive land (sujon~l~ ),

so t hat the situation is such that you cannot be too rigid. If you settle

one 1 chonja( 1m.* as the basis for furnishing one s oldierx?), then

you must be sure that no mistake is made within the same village (in requiring

military service?), and that is all.

Some (might) say that the typesx of military service for commoners and

slaves is different for each.

(sambo~~~'" ) provided for a

With regard to the three support personnel

regular soldier (ch~ngbyong~~ ), how

would it be if among (these three) one of them were a slave, who would

receive land in place (of a commoner)? To this I would respond that \dth
main (those on duty) " Ja,

regard to the households/and support personnel (hobo r -'71'- ) of the

commoners and slaves, there is a proper way to deal with each of them

in accordance with their category (type). And if there should be a case

where (a commoner) from a distant f village has been taken to be a support

person (for a soldier on duty), then it would be all right to take a slave

(from the same village of the) regular soldier (onduty) and use him as a

support person (po). Generally speaking, if someone has land at one place,

then a t the present time it is regarded as sabu-jon (~f-m : scholar

land). If later on a substitution is made (and the land is transferred to)

either a commoner or slave, then you cannot be too rigid in sticking to

the rules (it's OK to do this). Furthermore, you ought to be able to adjust

tot he ci rcums tances. If there should be a case where an individua 1 is

exempted from military service (chebyong~ t~ ), or there is a chm ge

in the military rosters affecting either a regular soldier (ch~~byong) or

a sog'o(gun) (slave member of the sog'ogun units), then you should wait for

the triennial examination year to change or rectify (the rosters). It is only
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p.409, 2l:39b) that with regard to the tropp units (taeo~~ ) and the on-duty

households and their support personnel (hObO)' 1~,), you should always

make sure that no errors are made with respect to the order of the loaal

villages (withinthe local villages) (hyangni ~1>1:-).)(end note)
als~

(another indented note)(note:)uome might/say that since private

slaves are already required to perform military service in soglo (units),

.taxDtxlUll1OdOudc you should not allm'1 their masters (chu i- )to seize

control over them (and take them away) arbitrarily, isn't it? o this

2l:40a)

'e-= -

I waul reply that this (statement) is not any different from the way the

present law works. Under the present law, with regard to the soglogun

('f-~~f )and the local soldiers (t I ObYOng~~... ) of each of the
) .

garrisons, their masters (chu~ ) are not able to arbitEatily take

them away (from miiitary service, ChOkkO~~ )(end note)

--. Item. Every month soldiers (kunsa \~,.J: ) will be tested for

talent Gwide a month in their home up (district towns). (note: Cavalry, infantry,

and soglogun will before and after the 15th day of the month be examined

for talent one time each (twice a month). Infantrymen who have gone off duty

will be (tested) once a month (subnote: those who are due to go on duty will

have time off before and after they go on duty (be excused from these
/for regulations see above; £mf s~ ~for supcho training)

tests?))(end subnote) In the SUPChO(,~~~training?)monbh and

in the 12th month the cavalry, knfantry, and soglogun monthly examinations

will be suspended for one exam; between the 4th an 7th months training

for infantrymen will be suspended.)(end note)

At the spring and autumn meetings at the garrisons (Chin,gW~~),
traini g will be carried out (SUPChO~ ~(n.te: At every training session

all \'1i11 go--the cavalry, infantry, and sog I ogun; infantrymen off duty will also go)

end note).

The on-duty soldiers in the capital and proances will be tested for talent

twice a month,

middle ten-day

in the first and last lO-~ weeks of the month, and
~j..a

\Jeek they will undergo graining (supcho ~ ~~).

in the
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p.409. 21:40a) (note: In the 6th and 12th months suspend bivouac trdining (SUPChin~1'~

just test them once for talent(skill). \-lith regard to troops on duty in the

capital, those of them ,,,ho are just a bout to iIJo on duty will not participate

); ,

in testing or training. (subnote: at the present time~ orders may be issued froIT

the palace to test skills)(end subnote)

In those garrisons (chin) where the number of soldiers is small, and

in the naval soldiers garrisons, tests of skills will be conducted in all

three of the la-day weeks.

With regard to the soldiers on duty in the capital and provinces, outside of the

tests held every lO-day week, from time to time tre re will be priv ee

training, and the commanding offtcer will from time to time examine them.

{hth regard to naval soldiers who are off duty, an examinationm of skill

will be conducted once a month of those who are attached to a garrison.

From the 4th to the 7th months, and in the 12th month, (these examinations)

vill be suspended. Also there will be no tests held for the months preceding

an following the time when a man is supposed to go on duty.'subnote:

If a man is supposed to go on duty during the agricultural season, then he

may also be exempted for 3 months)(end subnote)

Those people already on duty but who are also required to go for naval training

will be exempted for one year from the tests for talent (skills). For

deatHs see the section under sugun (naval soldier s)

Generally speaking, if am person exempted from exzminations wants to be

tested, then this should be allowed; the same goes whether they are naval

or land soldiers. )(end note)

Indented note: With regard to soldie~s in the chu and kun, noone

can be examined twice in one month. Examinations conducted during training,

and e xamina tions held when the provincial governor, prov. anny or naval

commanders or secret eensors come around, NXii may also be calculated

as one of the reqzired examinations (of skill).) (end nct e)
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p.409, 21:40b) --. Item. Those people who score highest in the tests for talent

\;lill be recommende for re\Jards. (note:Select several men \'1ho are the best

and calculate what they should be awarded and give it to them in degrees.)(end note)

The worst of them should be recommended for punishment. (note: In giving out

punishment, it also should be done by degrees. Give them an~vhere from 5

to 2 or less strokes Hith the stick. Any cavalrymen who doesn't know how

to ride a horse should also be punished and ch~nged (to different duty?).)(end

note) In testing people every 10 days or every 15 days, do it in the first
every

10-day week or the first lS-day period. If you test people ~X~XxEX XRR

month, then do it on t he first day of the month. (note: The ones who should be

tested at 10-day or lS-day intervals are the naval and land on-duty troops--the

cavalry, infantry, and sog'ogun. Those who should be tested once a month

are the off-duty land and naval troops. At times when the prvoincial

governor, or provincial army and navy commanders come on their rounds and

tests are held, then you should not be restricted by these schedUles; you

must carry out rewardS and punishments.)(end note)

Anyone who places first five times (note: keep a ledger for each examination.

For places where the number of troops in a garrison is small, then set limits
headquarters (yong--gov. provo comm.)

at 7 or 10 times (placing first), then each/garrison or district garrison

will especially appoint these men to fill the post of kUn,gwan(~~ ),

In the case of those \.,rho are on duty, then tram fer their names and have them

fill the posts of kun'gwan in their district town (up). (note; ~ven though

there may be enough kun'gwan in their home places, you should still give

them a special appointment)(end note)

AS f0k-0se people with some knmvledge \.,rho are Qualifit1 to be officers

nyong~~, seledt them and memorialize (t'aek kye~~). (note:

Observe what kind of people they are and test their writing ~skills),

as in the case of the two guards. Only then should you memorialize the

throne (kYemUn~)(endnote)

And in accordance with what is appropriate appoint them to office.

(chang
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p.409. 21:40b) If they l~ppen to be public or private slaves, then memorialize meir

note)

(nwa sang) has not yet been abolished, then you can also use the mogok

miscellaneous taxes and deduct it (from accounts). If the grain loan system

names and give special permission for their manumission from slave status

(myonch'on ~~1.~ ). (note: If they are private slaves, then find substitutes

for them fr~ among the slaves of the civil bureaus (kaksa nobi kup ki tae

4-fB~~tJ~ provide a price of 20 p'il of cloth (to their masters?). )(eod

• ltem. Regarding providing banquets for soldiers (hOg~" ) in

the case of on-duty soldiers in the capital guards (kyangwi) and in the yang

and chin (yo g: governors' or provincial army or navy commanders' yamen)

or (chin: district garrisons), then do so in the last month of their duty.

(note: Those troops on duty (are all on d.lty?) for 2 months) (end note)

p.410, 2l:4la~ter they receive trai ing (SUPChO~~) provide a banquet for them.

s for the troops in each of the district towns and in the provincial

navy commander's yamen and garrisons, in all cases after thej receive

training in the spring and fall providd a banquet for them. With regard

to banquest in honor of the grant of rewards, in the case of the capital guards

~; and the yang and chi 1, then use the rice and cloth left over from soldier's

\. fJ:; efrations (provisions). In the case of the suyong-jin (provincial navy canmander's

then use the tax revenues from t he kUnjajOn(\~~ID.
J~ military provision land) to pay for this. Deduct the amounts from the home

\) di s t ric t tmm' s accoun t (ky~nglli hOegam~~). (note: The same

applies to expenses involved in giving out rewards when the proincial

governors and army and navy commanders make the rounds and tests are conducted

and rewards given (to talented soldiers)tHRKXEBR~ If there is not enough,

\
. then you can take the rice and cash of the ever-normal (granaries) or

t

f~
(interest charges) to provice for these expenses.)(end note)

~very time a banquet is held, then as a standard you should pr~ide

5 tu of rice for each of the 10 soldiers (banqueted) and pay this out.

(note: It would be best to have a banquet after training is held, but with

regar to the soldiers of every district tmvn. it would be diff;f'll1t- rn
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p.410. 21:41a) do thi for all of them on a rotation basis; it would be best to send them

back tofueir home distrttt towns and do it.)(end note)

--. Item. \;lith regard to the regularly scheduled tests of talent it n Hill

be necessary to provide for expenses Envolved in providing awards for

grades received in shooting arrmvs and guns (sap I 0 ~,h.~ ). In the

case of the capital guards, submit a memorial to the throne every month,

and in the c~se of the district towns and garrisons, do it four times a

year and report to the Choltosa. (note: In the ease of reports made four

times a year, then ElE prior to t he first day of the month of the four

seasons report (on \'lhat has taken place) in the previous 3 months. \'Jith

regard to the district towns, there will be no pre reports fortile 3 months

of the summer season) (end note) The Choltisa will also prepare the amounts for

his O\Yn garrison (headquarters) and submit a maorial to the throne.~~ (note;

After the throne is memorialized, in all cases notice will be sent down to

the lVinistry of Par. Hend note)

21:4!lb) (indentation) 00me might say that the expenses involved for holding

banquest for troops a~ a reward for them is too costly; how can you

recommend awards every time (there is a test) or hold a banquet every time?

To this I would reply that even though the expenses involved might be large

all cases there is a place(source) from which (expenses) Yill come, and

each case it can be paid ~or. Furthermore, when you are talking about

giving re\vards, how could it be that everyone \lOuld get a reward? You O1ly

give rewards to the bast people, and that is all. If you have tested men

of talent, you cannot help but encourage them. And when it comes to

providing banquets for them, this is even less to be neglected. x If you

happen to have a bad crop year, then even military training and other matters would

also be suspended, so~ere is no need to discuss holding banque6& (for the

soldiers--i.e. these would naturally be susperd ed, too).

(indente note: Some might say that the material (food, funds) for the

rewards and

(provincial

banquest for the Five Guards and the various y~ng and chin

yamen and garrisons) all come from the rice and cloth paid by the
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p.4l0, 2l:4lb) soldiers' support personnel (kUnbo~jf,). As for they~ng and chin

in the prodnces, naturally they constitute a single agency, and granaries

will i)efinitely (exist, be located) in xkaXxt those places (whe re they a rea).

As for the capiaal guards, there are 5 yamen, and if you divide» them

into five granaries and each takes charge of receiving (funds) and paying

out (expenses), there will be too much dividing u~ in handling affairs.

If they are combined together into a comprehensive gaanary (toch'an~f~ )

and the granary official makes disbursements and receives (payments), then

when the time comes to provide rewards and other matters, you also will not be

able to avoid constraints (and st~ation) and inconveniences. How about

this?

To this I would reply that if you Saxa combine (their funds) into a single

granary and have separate officials in charge of them, then when you

release provisions the soldiers of each of the guards every month may all go to the

granary to receive (rations). If it is a question of funds for rewards and banque6~

thenthe Ministry of War can make calculations and divide up the basic quotas

either the first RXRX¥XK aay of every season (4 times a year) or in spring and summe

and issue funds in advance for tre convenience of each of the guards, and

it can also prepare a report of the sums involved and memorialize it to the

th rone and make a report fer the ministry of wcr.) (end note)

i~(Havean examination) for eaQ of the different skills.

ely on the Chi-hsiao akhsin-ShU(~~~l4rt )",,>dwd'!lx~ in

doing it. It ~ is just that in t he <ase of cavalry, have them shoot 5 arrows, and

in the case of infantry (poby~ng), then the P'osu~~J:§r :cannoneers?) and

chotIOng(~~ :musketeers) will fire three shots, and the bowmen

(sasu~~ ) will fire 5 arrows from a standing position.

Also, it makes no xx difference what kind of troops are involved, but if some

--. Procedure for examination of (military) talent )&tkxiKRR sikchae-sik(
,

.I.

one \vants to take a written test, allow him to do so. CnoteJ.let him choose

a text from t he chi- hs iao hs in- shu chiieh-yao@.~'l~~ "t{!t- ),
the Four Books, and the~lilitary classics (wu-ching ssu-shu~~~~ ). In
this case there will be no punishmen~ if the man fails the test.)(end n~e)
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p.410, 21:42a) Indented sectirn (probably Yu Hyong-\-lon's comments): In our country

in the past we did not have muskets (fowling pieces, chot' ongf~~ );
nan /71.

they have been passed down to us since the time of the Imjin (Hideyoshi's)

invasions. Opinion at the ~me held that the training of tropps was wrong

(if Korea were to adopt muskets), and moreover that our customs were different and

21:42b)

that fowling pieces were not suitable to our country,and that they were of no

(-Jt. ... "" ~
value in warfare. Yu Cho-in~pif.t1-~ ) submitted a private memorial

in which he argued his views strongly (his extreme opinions), and he also

said that private slaves could not be soldiers. The matter was handed down

to the Myodang (~~ :Piby5nsa) and the minister, Yu b5ng-nYOng~~t)
stated his vie\vs that: "Even though we are skilled intheuse of the boWE and arrow

in our country, still the bow and arrow (can only hit a target) that is

several dozen paces away, while the musket (fowling piece) can his a target

at a distance of several hundred paces. The advantages of thernusket are not

to be compared to the bow and arrow. And when t he soldiers are lined up

against the enemy ranks, our arrows don't reach the enemy while their musket

balls rain down on us. In that kind of situation, even if we had x generals

like Han Hsin (~it :general of the founding of the Former Han dynasty)

\

or Pai Chi(~~ ), we still would not be able to match them (stand up to

them). If you think that the world is divided up into geographical regions,

that the talents and skills of each are xU difference, and fuose of one

(region) cannot be understood by another, then how do you explain how the

armored soldiers of the state of Vu (\vu chih chia-tso~~~t) learned

from the state of Ch 'u her method of fighting on chariots (~l~1.J;t
and in the end was able to subjugate Ch'u? Even if ~ one does not talke

about Dmmote examples, in recent times in China they did not have fOWling

pieces (muskets); they first learned about their method (about them) from

h k · hChekhiang C~'h; H •• 1. (tS ·~.\L ~. ) d
t e \.Ja 0 p~rates in C ec iang province. ~~S!l"l\uang FI%~~7U traine

troops (in thekuse) for several years until they became one of the skills

of the chinese \-lho subsequently used them to defeat the Japanese (\...a).

)
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p.410, 21:42b) H If you look at it from this (point of view), then there is not

much difference between the human nature (of different people, people

from diff~rent areas); it is just that their customs are different,

and that is all. nd I have never headd it said that something could

) and

(p'OSals~~~~ )

f things, on the contrary beat t he drum and strr up \-laves in aid of their

not be accomplished just because of XKXKmM someone's customs ( supkwan i misongja

pi sin chi somun ya,4t~iht~tpi2i'f{~e."His ~ (Yu's7Q

s>atement that"the S::t\-;d (yangban, of£icialS)(~~

the general public ({~\ \~\ ) all regard the musketeers
I

as something to be laughed at, is really true •

•J~~-f: In general human nature (inj~ng f-.t~ )is such that it becomes

~~.~Jj familiar with (used to, ~ ~ ) what is easy (anU.~~~ ) and

~~/' customs become chronically used to repetitious habits (1~~~\ta~ ).
p.4ll, 2l:43a). In this time of crisis we prefer to use the lowly ~iews of former days to

~ \\I~ _-t disparage and criticize (new) and creative opinions. (~IIJ..~.B.L~~4-t
~ ~~~~All sorts of worthless views are floating around and a ruckus is made in the

~~~V~ apital and provinces. A hundred means are used to obstruct (progress

~~ (.jPJP' "'i'i\...~~ ). Meanwli le people who are (supposed to have) some knowledge

~\I
C0

wn influence. Is this right?

Our country never looked to stir up trouble ~th the Japanese. In

particular our military system is not in good rondition and our rules and

regulations (kigangjt~~\~ ) are in a state of confusion; our weapons

and tools are not sharpened (in good condition), a nd our (military)rcinks~

are not well ordered, and our pledges (promises? yakSO~~~) are not
with their ears

clear. Our solJiers do nd hear the beat of the metal drums~ nor can
colors of the

they distinguish the/(unit) banners with their eyes. They don't know

what it means to sit (in wait) or to stand, to attack or to thuust (stab),

and when all of a sudJen they meet with a powerful enemy, the~ officers
troops

don't know their ~ffXK&XX, and the troops don't know their officers,

and they are broken up like clocis of earth and smashed like (fragi~) tiles.
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411, 21: 43a) In a situation like this where at present (our forces) have been

destroyed we should take warning from what has happened in the past and

carry out a thorough renovation of what has been destroyed. Rulers and

21:43b)

subjects, those above and those below should think hard day and night

(pusim ChUya~ ,~, ) of ways by which they x can take revenge on

their enemies and wipe out the shame. l,ve should also reflect on what

was said, that lIthe training of troops (and weapons) are not an urgent matter ll

and see that this stems foom a lack of understanding of the sitwtion (of

affairs) •
evil practice of

\~en it comes to the problem of making soldiers mXK out of private slaves,

if you ga talk about this in terms of the customs of recent times, then

truly 'people have spoken in this ~'lay. If you discuss the question in terms

f h d f h (ch 'Y.nha k011ggo'ng ch; 1; ~"'( I,~ 1t,~ ; ~),o ~.; at is just an air int e \vorld u ...... ~,....., '" -'-oJ

could it be that only si private slaves are not (part of) the people of our

country? Our country is basically a very small (country), and within

it is divided into yangban and commoners (kikan pun wi yangban sang'in

). There is a difference betlleen noble ad base (people in our

society), but the so-called private slaves (sach 'on) have become more numerous

by the day and the month and (are counted by) the thousands and ten thousands.

Not one of them is liable for (military) service, but the burdens on the

commoners (yangmin) for military service and taxation is so onerous that

they cannot make a living. More and more of them have absconded and scattered

so that the people in the capital and countryside have all ended up (as slaves)

in the NEmRxxEX private homes of families. Every (private) family is

supported (by slaves and servants) in the manner of dukes and marquises,

but the government offices have no one at all (to serve in them), and it \'las

for this reason that former worthy men also wanted to carry out laws for

the limitation of landholdings (hanjont~ ~ )and the limitation

of (the number of) slaves (that could be owned) (han nobi). They were indeed

farsighted. ~~~
At the present time the altars of earthmd grain (sajik--the country) is laid
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~"aste (empty)
p.411, 21:43b) and the people are exkBHKKeax all gone (dead), and there is no way by

which plans can be made for the state. If you gather together several hundred

or thousand troops with the idea that you are going to train them to defend

against the enemy, try to hurriedly patch things together so~at your

worries and concerns fill up your eyes, then men of will would be moved to

21 :44a) tears. But there are those ignorant people who have from time to time in

problems (affairs) of their country.

(been used) for other duties and have raised a lot of fuss and objections

the past not liked the iuea (fact) that their slaves and servants have

) of the Han dynasty (Pyongyang, vol.4, p.398--

cannot serve as an official, then what abouta slave

~
say that

(~
If you

~Jei Ch ling

without any restraint. These people are the worst example of those who only

follow t heir own interests (thoughts, desires) and give no thought to

fought 7 times againstx the Hsiung-nu and won every battle, was made a

Ta-ssu-ma) wax who had been a slave (nObo~1o.~ ) andm Chin lLrh-tan
~ ~?~ was active as \J.f,

(Kim Il-tan?~ 8.1'~ ) who s:xaxXl£HXBii as a prisoner of war. I have

never heard that anyone in later ages ever criticized them. Furthermore,

why \vaS it that these men were praised for t heir great talents?

~nsi with an army of 150,000 troops.

During the time of the Three Kingdoms our country was divided into

three parts, Koguryo alone had the northwestern part and during the

~ui and T'ang invasions the towns (walled towns) ~~, such as

Liao-tUng(U ), Faeg'a,,!~, ), and AnSi(~~ )

a 11 had 20-30,000 troops" i>nd Ko Y1ln-su<'$"ll\:::.~) and Ko Hye- j in(~~i)
( '0 Yon-su defended Ansi against the T'ang in 645 AD; Ko Hy-jin also

a commander of the defeated Koguryo army vs. the Tl ang in 645) saved

During Koryo times, Yun Kwan~~~
Pyongyang, IV, p.»i 398, during sukchong's reign with a force of 400,000 he

fought with ° Yon-ch'ong(~i-'t )and defeated the Eastern U-chen

and built 9 vJalled towns) defeated the NU-chen. And Kang~Ch'an(\-\rft
expelled~e Khitan. All of them had 200,000 troops. But in our dyna§l::j,
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411, 2l:44a) since the time of our founding fathers even though we sent out

armies into the field that were very great, they were no more than

10,000 or more troops. This was because we had undergone a long period of decline

and had become weak; it was not something that was caused in one day.

21: 44b)

..--------

~hen you meet up with an unusual incident and do not make plans to adjust

to the situation and save the situation but simply have to say tbltl'old

customs cannot be changed'~ and IIwe can I t go agains t the feelings of the

masses ll
, this is the same as trying to cross a river with wooden shoes.

This i3 a problem you can discuss ,vith knowledgeable men, but not one

with people mired in custom.

~onjo followed this advice and did not obstruct the (use of) muskets.

He subsequently saw to it that everyone became skilled (in its use). And

he also organized those private slaves who lived in a place different from

their mas ters into military uni ts which were called. "sag' ogun" (,*-<~ If ).
(end of indentied section)

--. Item. In the springtinC:?A:he soldiers are in accordance with regulations

to undergo training (supcho), a nd in the fall they are also to serve as beaters

in the game reserves to drive out the game (t'aw~n=f1'~ ). (note: Thi. s
p actice

will also be limited to one day. It is just that the study of military arts is the

main task. If it is more than one day, then even though no game are caught

they will break camp and rewards and punishments will be given out the

same as in training bivouac (SUPChin~*). There ought to~ ceremonies

for this. val troops (sugun) will not do this.

I note that at the present time in tr~ning camp (supchin), even though

everyone receives training in sitting and standing (chakcho~~~ ), advancing and

retreating, there are no real results produced in terms of examining them for

shooting the bow and ri ing horses. If the soldiers are used in the hunt

)x*x~~ (tlawon~\~ ), then their operations will fit the circumstances

chwajak haPpy~IIl,~'~)and naturally all of them will be trained

and they will receive actual training in using their minds to shoot and

ride horses.

(Oak
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p.411, 21:4~b) In addition you can take what they catch and use it for conducting

ritual sacrifice and banquest and meeting official expenses or providing

reward banquets and thus cut down on the people's expenses. The way

the people of ancient times were sincere in everything they did and saw to it that

both the root and branch were done well (taken care of) was just like this.

At the present time, even though we are not able to completcly (do things)

(just) like the ancient systems, that is train and hunt during the four

respect for seasons of the year (in a hunting economy?), we can conduct training twice
ancient systems

in both spring and summer, and during the spring we can do things in accordance

with present regula tions, and in the fall, then we can also conduct a hunt

(t'awon), which will be extremely good, extremely good. And we if we cannot

do it (as frequently a s this), then even though we carry (out a hunt) once

every other year, it still woold be all right. In]a ter ages (huse

after the decline from grace of ancient times?), those above and those below

412, 2l:45a) lost trust (~ in each other), and with respect to all kinds of affairs

\~;: they only paid respect to empty (worthless) writings (writeen laws, regulations).

' ~IVWithregardto military training (supchin), then among the military laws

~) of the present time there are some thiq§s that a~e extremely good, but if

you compare them with ancient times, then (~you can see) that we have

not (been able) to avoid lIempty writte~ (worthless regulations)1I This
no respect
for China was the reason why China, on the contrary, EH£mmm~xxcame
unde r Manchu s

under the control of the~ barbarians. How sad! ) (end note)

.....,fY.'. (indented section) If \-Je are to do things like this, then w e ought to

,~ ./select mountainous (areas) and (high) plains which are suitable places

w-JP and es tablish parks (yu \~ l. In the Mencius (there is mention of)

\~W the park of \.Jen-wang ( ~ -1: ) and the park of King HsUan of Ch'i.

~ ~ (~ ~ 'l- ), In the Spring and Autwnn Annals (Ch'un-ch'iu chUan)

J.i'JC '")''VI/' there:: (mention of) the Teng yUan yu(~ ~. @ and the Ch' in chU yu

~ (x.~,.til' all of which are examplss of this (what 1 'm talking ab~~
(note; In the ~pital in in places where each of the garrisons (chin'gwan~~\~

J..... 11.
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412, 21:45a) are located we should select places in the mountains, forests, plains and

woodlands that are not suitabee for cultivation and set up boundaries around

them and not prohibit people from cutting trees, grazing (cattle),

walking around, or x hunting. As for the hunt (t'awo~~~ ), it

just takes the place of military training (s~pchin) and testing people

in shooting the bow and arrow and riding (horses), end that is all.&

One should be careful not to use falcon masters ( ~~~ )

or net-men (nets, in catching fish? 1h\~ ~ )lest by this means

you open up (the way) to the evil of unrestrained hunting (poaching?).

(You should first) regulate the setting up of camp (bivouac), and only after that

form groups, combine them and surround(the glme?), and then you let the

cavalry and infantry (go) and x kill or capture (the game). The hunt

should be called off after a day, and the next day, in accordance with

present regulations, examing theren in shooting the bow, then hold a

banquet for them and give them rewards, and then release the troops (send

them home)(end note)

• Training Regulations (chory~n kyuje~~~~,,~l)
(note: See the Chi-hsiao hsin-shu shui-chao? Chi-Chih?(~~~~,~~

which is also like this)(end note) ~~~J

- -. item (1) \lith regard to naval troops (sugunq1ll' ), you mus t

allocate and assign (naval dut~ to the men) who live in the vicinity of

naval duty) ax grant him 3 support personnel (kuppo

base gartisons (ponjin ) along the seacoast. (For every man on

sambu~~_~1c),

each of whom will be divided up into tours of duty to assume responiibilities for

defense (punb~n iPpang~~1L-~)at the garrison to which they are attached.

(note: generally speaking, naval service must be allocated among residents of the

seacost. In general, irrespective of whether there are many or few land soldiers

(~ soldier~) in~ seacoast towns, only after you fill the quotas for

navy soldiers in places where there are yang (prov. navy commanders' hdqs) or chin
(garrisons)
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4l2. 2,* 21:45b) should you then make army soldiers out of the people left over. If

it should happen that there are not enough people in the coastal towns,

then you can designate (people) from neighboring towns along the coast.

At the present time, naval soldiers have been living for a ~im long time

in the mountainous areas and they have become settled there so that ~

those ~kGxk whose residences cannot be moved, they can exchange duty

from naval service to army service (with those people living along the coast).

Those people who can be moved, can be changed and assigned to the 8arrisons

in t hei r home area. As f or the chinmu(~~) or a chinsok~~
low ranking naval soldiers), let them receive land grants from t he area

near the garrison and let them reside near the garrison. The same shall

apply to grain transport sailors.)(end note)

Indented section: At the present time the sailor soldiers

who live in mountainous disdtricts (imland) and army soldiers who reside

along the seacoast are all aware of the fact that they types of X~g duty

they should be performing should be changed, but the grain transport sailors

andfue naval soldiers have come to hold their duties hereditarily, and this

has become an obstacle (to good planning). The practice of hereditary

performance of military duties is basicalfY a bad law. Even though these

tasks have become hereditary, in fact there is no reason \vhy they cannot

be changed. It is only that the people in charge of affairs see the
treat it cursorily

harm done to the state and the people (as somebody else's responsibility),

and they have not yet done anything about it.

the axaminations. This is a law that is greatly in error. (The exams)

should be based only RX~ex on a person's talent, and that is all.

). (The grain

for any manHow could it be proper ttt:_ the route to the e~nations

should be blocked off? ('i:tAm"'-iJ~\~
transport sailors) shoulld be treated the same as the cavalry and infantry

and the grains
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412, 2l:4Sb) and all ought to be allowed to take the examinations and be selected

(for office). With regard to the grain transport sailors, it also

should be carried out according to this (with respect to them, too).

--. Item (2) With regard to the naval soldiers (sugun), you should divide

up the basic quotas of men for each

hdqs) and the chin (garrisons) into

these shifts should be divided into

of the yeng (provincial naval commanders's

two shifts Oun~ ), and each of

three groups (samben;"t. :three

2l:46a) duty Shifts), and the number of men to be designated to stand on duty

will depend on whether the wind is calm or high (strong). (note: for

details, see below)(end note)

• Item (3) With regara to the naval soldiers, you also will exempt one of

the

for

support personnel

duty (ippen t'i
and collect rice from him, and when a man stands

), then give him rations. The official (govt)

\.

will provide the expenses for constructing ships. (Dote: \~ether for the

new construction of or repair of troop ships, in all cases the officials will

provide the cost of expenses. All weapons will be paid for out of the
(;J -lit

revenues from kunjajon (, '~ ffi :military provision land). As for

what the garrison commanders consume, all of this is to be provided for

by regular salaries. As for the amounts involved in t he expenses of bUilding

ships, see below.)(end note)

• Item (4) Able oarsmen will also be recruited from among official

and private slaves residing nearby coastal garrisons, and they will not

be provided with support personnel. (note: Each kyong of land will furnish

one man (oarsman)(end note) In the~se of those whose sole occupation

is involved with making profits from the sea (fishermen?), that is men

who will not receive land grants, then irrespective of whether they are

commoners or slaves, for every two men, one man will be selected (to be

an oarsman). (note: Take one man (the other man) to be a support person

who every year will pay 6 tu of rice or 1 p'il of cloth to asiist (the

man onuuty). If there is an intercalary month, then add on another 5 sung of rice

(end note)
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p.412, 21:46a) If (a man) does not stand for duty and is not tested for talent, then

just have him go for naval training once a year. (note: Do not provide

him with military equipment, but just have the garrison commander

(chinjang) look him over (check him out) once in the spring and fall.)(end note)

(indented note: With regard to people who live along the seacoast, commonly

manp of them are exclusively engaged in fishing or salt manufacture and

dO not cultivate the land. Generally speaking this is because they

can earn their livings from the sea, and only secondarily (do they)

21:46b)

cultivate the land (do they earn the¥r living) from the land)(end note)

Gdented secti0!!lI note that under the old system (in cu r country?),

if you calculate (the ~uotas) of ships for the »aXKi provincial naval

cOIllllll.nder's yamen and garrisons, there were 80 large ships (taemaengs~nt~
(note: with 80 naval soldiers for each ship)(end note); 92 middle sized

ships (ChUngmaengson\1r~~~PJ(note:with sixty (60) naval soldiers per

ship)(end note); and 216 small sized ships (note: with 30 naval soldiers

per ship)(end note); and 150 or more small sized ships with no soldiers

(assigned to them)(note: ~E togosanj(] ~~:pYongYang,IV,p.394

in accordance with a proposal from the Ministry of -Jar in t he 5th year of Sejo's re:

reign, these were small ~ troop ships, very fast in speed, which were used for

capturing pirates. Andh~r name for them was kOdoson~~~ and

PigOdOSOn(~~~)~toXare not included in this figures) (end note)

The number of naval soldiers (sugun) was 48,800 men divided into two

tours of duty (pan) which werem mutually shifted on rotation. (note: every

personnel) (end note)

time this system has been abandoned and now no longer
They are combined

There are now only a few naval soldiers that exist. ~E2
are provided with

%BRm into groups of three men and fXKxXBBx~B one support person.

(note: Even though in name they are provided with one support person,

(in fact) this support person also together with the main household that

serves on duty (chuho \..-r)pay cloth, and for this reason there is

nothing with which to support the man on duty. )(end note)
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p.4l2, 2l:46b) The only thing that is done (at present) is that land soldiers serve
n

on rotation (as sailors) and are added on for duty on defense. (note:

The provincial army commanders (pyongsa) divides up the troops into

three shifts of duty (pan), and the men change shifts once every month,

but t he soldiers have no (fixed) place to which they are assigned.

Nevertheless, they are also (treated) the same as naval soldiers (sugun)

insofar as that cloth is collected from the total quota of men and noone

actually serves on duty on defense.~ftNBxS&XK~ Moreover, if there shou~d

be an incident where the pro~ncial army commander has to command these

soldiers, then there is not even one man to serve in each of the garrisons,

and if each of the garrisoffi have to command these troops, then the

provincial army commanders (pyongsa) do not have any of these soldiers.)(end

note)

The garrisons commanders of large and small garrisons calculate

(note: Those idle, miscellaneous people living near the garrisons or

(the number of) names (of men ona duty as soldiers, sailors?) and collectc~~~
~J~~ cloth from them, which they then use to pay for their wives and concubines

if'~V· ~ or as the \o,herewithal for making bribes. And if there is anything left
S: "t\Al~/ ~U,
~,y ~IJ over they use it to hire a few lowly men tin the garrison (area) to

'0 /
act as servants for t hem with regard to immediate affair s, and that is

C(D1 are called t'obyong (:!::- *- :local soldiers), and the t'obyong are

IN usually hired substitutes) (end noee) And with regard to naval training

\ ~ ~~~/~ mainkethe spring and fall or times when officials dispatched from t he court

~~' periodic inspections, then other men are borrowed to subsitute for them

(for soldiers) to be inspected. (note: The garrison commanders commonly

413, 2l:47a) give cloth to idle people living nearby. Or also when there happen to be ~K

unscheduled inspections, they make collections (from the soldiers?)

an inspect the substituees.nd these are called chodae~~{~ )(end note)

The state has used up the strength of the soldiers and people, and

when there is some unexpected matter involving defense, the garrison commanders
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p.413, 21:47a) only a monthly basis binds (collects) cloth, while in the garrison there are

only 3 or 4 hired servicemen, and that is all. That state affairs have

become as bad as this is trubly something to be deplored. I will also

have something to say about the fact that from the Taesin (top officials)

at to the top of the government down to the smallest officials in charge

of affairs, everyone knows about this but is not able to carry out bold

reforms. According tothe systems of our country, we have not established

salaries for the garrison comman~ers (chinjang), and we have no resources

with which to prOVide for the repair of warships nor the repair or provision

of \'leapons. Even if we put worthy and able men in charge of it, we still

would have no choice but to completely release all the soldiers (from actual

service) and collect cloth (taxes from them, in order to prOVide for

expenses). But once you have allowed a few men to be released (from duty),

413, 21:47b)

then the greedy, corrupt and ignorant types \~uld in the end release everyone

from duty before they would stop (doing so) This also indicates that the

systems of the state are not well prOVided for.

In recent years, these bad pracitces have got even worse and the

number of naval soldiers has sh~nk even more. (note: XHxxHxHRK At the

present time, even though the garrison commanders (chinjang) have already

collected cloth taxes (from the soti&iers in lieu of service), they also

reqUire the naval soldiers to pay the costs of rations and »aN~ Side

dishes. And when new ships have to be built, they also require the

n val soldiers to pay the coats. And at times when there is supposed to
with regard to

be naval training, they also require that/those soldiers who are supposed

to stand on duty, one man has to take the responsibility for t\'lO men

and be insppdted, sofuat in those months when there is naval training,

the burdens of the troops on duty is evexn \'lOrse. In addition to this

there is no order to the payment of miscellaneous expenses for the capital or the

pro~ncial naval commander's ~ headq~ters. And with regard to such

items as musk and feathers and other items that have nothing to do with



military system -114- pyongje

p.4r13, 21 :47b) the naval soldiers (responsibilities), the men a re also obligated to

pay for these (too). ~nd when the provincial naval commanders (susa)

also add on additional quotas of men and divide up (requirements, responsihLlites)

among the garrisons, then each of the garrisons also adds on quotas (of men)
the naval soldiers

and requireSxXKRm to pay the costs, and they also add on the oost of

gratuities (injOn~~~~ ). There are so many items like this that 1

cannot count them al~. The expenses that the naval aol iers have to pay in one year

are at the least no less than 50 p'il of cloth. And for this reason the

small number of naval soldiers that are left only take flight and scatter

the more so every day.)(end note)

And '..hen it comes tothe quotas of ships, in all cases they also have been

changed and reduced (in number). (note: Let's try talking about the one
K~IinilopnW~i- ~~,

garrison of R~N~*N( r~'~ 7"\ ). According tothe Law Code (Taejon),
c.. oIt\"""", ....

(this place) is supposed to have one large ship, 1 middle Sized ship, and 2

small ships, and 4 small ships Without tropps, but at the present time there

is only 1 warshipa there, and 1 coastal defense ship (pangp'aes~n~~~
1 troop ship, and 2 patrol boats (sahusoni~~\t~ ) (end net e) Hith

regard to this ~uation, 1 do not know when this (situation) began.

(note: It is said that with regard to the quota of ships, that it was like

this after the lmjin wars. However, with regard to the system of ships, then

the present sys tern of warships is extremely good and we ought to follmv

the present system, and with regard to the number of soldiers for each ship, we

also ought to change this.)(end note)

At the present time we ought first to establish salaries for the

garrison commanders (chinjang) and provide for the expenses of building

~ ~-2'A..~~e:For the amounts of the salaries of the garrison commanders, see

the nOkche(~~l). As for the expers es of building ships, see belm.;.

In both cases, the costs should be deducted from the accounts of the home

base.)(end note) In addition (we ought) to establish quotas of people

to be permanently stationed at the garrisons and also for their rations.
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p.413, 21:47b) (note: for the number of men and the amount of rati ons, see the section on

salaries (nOkChe~~). This ought ~~ to be kept permanently on hand,

and it S:1 ould be used in accordance with theregulations for subordinate

officials (kWanso*~)(endnote)

Service as naval soldiers (sugugn) must be allocated from among the residents

of seacoast towns, and take away half the men from the basic quota and make

them able oarsmen. (XHK note: The reason why I am taking half of them away

(to be oarsmen) is that at the present time, HEXmBXBXXkHA we have really

no more than 10% of the naval aoldiers (t~ we are supposed to have),

while among the residents along the seacoast, hardly any of them are commoners

while most of them are official or private slaves, and because s~ves cannot be use.

for service as naval soldiers, the situation makes it difficult (for us)

to fill the quotas (of naval amiais soldiers). If you want to completely fill the c

quotas, then you will mve to fill them with men who live some distance from the

sea and are not used to the water, while the people who live along the seacoast

21: 48a) and a re used to the water, will on the contralY, all be left behind (left out

of required service as naval soldiers).

Moreover, on warships, 2/3 of (the crew?) consists of oarsmen-soldiers,

while regular soldiers (ChOnggUn~\1fl) scarcely make up 1/3 (of the crew).

If we are to completely fulfill (the quotas for) naval soldiers, then the

great majority (of them) will be oarsmen (men who can hold an oar), and it

is f or this reason that we will take half of the original quota, and

with regard to this half, we will use officialand private slaves and

people who will not receive land grants who are living in the vicinity of

the garrison and form them into able oarsmen. This would be the »HXX
~ most convenient and appropriate way to do it. And, ~mxXkHxxSK when

trouble occurs, then we will have both regular soldiers and oarsmen-soldiers

and there will be no fear that we will not have enough of either of them.

Moreover, in normal times, the number of men who abandon cultivation tostand on

duty can also be reduced in number.)(end note)
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413, 21 :48a)

21 :48b)

Naval soldiers will be provided with three support personnel,~ and

you will take away (exempt) one of the support personnel, And when (he,

the soldier) serves on duty, (he) will pay grain rations.!(note: In

accordance with the regulations for land soldiers, then exclude one support person

and collect 12 tu of rice. He will provide 6 tu of rice per month for

each soldier on duty.)(end note)

(The men on duty) will be divided into t\.,.o shifts (un $), and

each shift (un) will be divided into three duty groups (pon~ ), mich

will serve on rotation. (note: This service will be a little more ~requent

than infue case of the land soldiers who will be divided into 8 duty

groups (p(Sn) , but the naval soldiers only have to go back and forth

(to a place) nearby (where they live). Furthermore, insofar as they only have

to go for naval training once a year, the difficulties involved will be

more or less equal (~etween naval and army soldiers).

As for times when there is naval training, even though one shift is diVided

into three groups (p(Sn?), they will all go together for training. And if

there is an emergency, then the two shifts (un) in all their numbers

\.,.i11 stand (for training, service) together. The a ble-oarsmen will not

be divided into groups for duty (p(Sn). (note: Do not provide them with military

equipment and do not test them in shooting the bow. Their garrison

commander \.,.i11 only inspect them once in the spring and fall)(endnote)

In addition, divide them into two shifts which will go on rotation for naval trainin:

If there is same emergency, then all will serve. (note: As inthe ~se where there

are 300 naval aoldiers (sugun) and 300 able oarsmen soldiers in a .1anhOjin(1'i;j
"i--iID, ), a nd the naval soldiers are divided into 2 shifts (un), then
~/~
each shift will consist of 150 men, and each of these lSO-man shifts will

be subdivided into three duty groups (pon ~ ). In the 12th and 1st-months, 30 men will serve on duty; in the 2nd and 3rd months, 60 men will serve on

duty; and in the 4th and 5th months, 60 men will serve on duty. &1d during

. d th th b 150 men and one shift ofthe spring naval training peno, en e a ove

the able oarsmen soldiers of 150 men will go for training together.
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p.413, 21:48b) And Hfxt the i~ 150 men of one shift will also be subdivided into three

duty groups (plSn). In the 6th and 7th months, 60 men will go onduty; in the 8th am

x 9th months, 60 men will go on duty, and in the i~ 10th and 11th months

immediately. As for tl1e so-called t'obyong(

30 men will go on duty. And the fall naval training will also be like this.

If there is an emergency, then the 300 naval soldiers an~ the 300 able oarsmen soldj

will together go ~x (to serve onduty). As fu r those men who have already

serveu on duty and (are required) to go together (with the others) for

service, they will be exempted for one year and will stand down from duty

and be exempted from examinations in KUax shooting t he bow. If there is

an intercalary month, then the 300 naval soldiers will be combined

and will serve an ad~~tional tour of duty for the intercalary month. Hhen there arE

high winds, then every man will stand for duty for 3 days. And when the

winds are calm, then he will stand for 6 days of duty. Each man will be providea

with 2 sung of rice per day. The support personnel will pay additional rice

for intercalary month~. The duty groups will rotate in the springand autumn

and in accordance with present regulations, there will be no excessive

duty assigned in the months when the men are supposed to engage in agriculture.

"ith regard to t he able oarsmen soldiers, outside of naval training

only a few men will be assigned on rotation for police work or for accompanying

envoys and they ,.,i 11 be provided \vi th rations f rom the mi li tary support funds

(kunja~) (end note)

~et appropriate quotas of ships in accordance with what is appropriate.

(note: In all cases revert to the figures under the old system, but
For

calculate what is proper in fixing the quotas./\~at I propose at the

present time in terms of ships for xhe each of the proincial naval commanders'

headquarters and garrisons, see below.)(end note)

If all soldiers live nearby (the garrisons where they are to serve),

then when th~ shifts of duty are changed, there will be no excessive labor or

expense involve~, and when an emergency occurs, they can be assembled

;::1::..6- ) of the present time,
/ ........
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p.413, 21:48b) then they ought to be enrolled for servece as naval soldiers (sugun),

but the slaves and people Without land grands ought to be assigned as able-oarsmen

soldiers. AnJ the land soldiers who are added on for defense duty all should

be aboli hed. (Jhen the conunanding officers from superior agencies come

by on tour of inspection, then not only will they inspect the troops, but

414, 21:49a) they will also conduct examinations for talent, and they will either reward
promote or dismiss

or punish/the garrison commanders on the basis of whether the troops are able

or not. If things are done like this, t hen the naval soldiers can avoid

the burdens of excessive service and we will avoid the bother of haVing

to change the ChinmU(~~:noncoms?)a countless number of times.

(note: If the chinmu and other type officials are always being changed

and t raIlferred and there are no designated men (to handle these posts),

then there will be noone incharge of affairs and no one will know anything

about affairs. )(end note) If the divisions and quotas (of troops) a re made

clear then the garrison commanders also '''ill find it difficult to release

troops from duty on their own authority. And if anyone should violate

(these regulations), then the court can punish them. And if punishments

are all carried out, then everything will be done all right. (note:

Moreover, once the financial system of the state has been set, then

the payment of tribute (ChinSang~k- ) and other things will be

completely separated from (the administration) of soldiers and garrisons

(milit ary affai rs). At the present time, the bamboo and wood and

other items used by the capital troop (military) yamen are also sent (up to

the capital) by the various garrisons. All of this should be abolished.

If there $Quld be any matter involved weapons, the in accordance with the

regulations for the t aedong system, the (cost) shouLd be deducted from the

account of the local district town's account, and let the district town

involved hire a ship and load the stuff on it and send it (to the capital).

(indented note: ,t the present time, the able oarS2men

soldiers of the warships for each district town are not prOVided with

support peraonnel, and they must go for naval training in both autumn and fall,
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p.414, 21:49a) and they all have to provide for their own food. In recent years after the

taedong system was put into practice, for the first time they provided them

with 3 tu of rice for their food.)(end note)

n. Present quotas for naval ships. (ktimi~ng s~njeA-~~J)
(note:For every 1 Harships (ch(Snson), then there is 1 pangp'aes(Sn(~ ~~~):

1 troopship (pyongson), and 2 patrol boats (SahUSO~Under the

old system of large and small maengson (~~~, the constfuction

(of the shi~) was rough and they were worthless and not suitable for

mIX fighting. But the present vlarships and pangp'ae and other ships are

very good, so that 10 of the old large maR taemaengson are not equal to one

of these (modern) \varships. These so-called chonson (\larships) are good for

destroyeing the pirates and driving off aggressive forces, so that we have

to build ships in accordance with td; present system. These warships

are the (so-calleD) nuok ch5nham(~$.mastedbrigs ahar).

They are aX 11 pal (~ in length at the base. The su~eior ships

commanded by the provincial naval commander are (~ooo) 12 pal in length.
(annored ships)

The Pangp'aeson are to be made like the troopships (py(Sngs(Sn), but slightly

larger. They "ill have annor (pangp'ae~~ ) and will be used for

fighting in shallow waters in bays. And during peacetime, they will

be used as police patrol boats. In nonnal times, one can take off the armor

in using them, in \vhich they could be 8 pal in length at the base.

~he troopships are to carry soldiers and weapons and provisions and equipment

and they will follow after the warships, and they should be 7 pal in length

at the base. The patrol boats will serve as PXgE errand boats (messenger

boats, Pid~a»wan a~n~JJ1t~~' and will not be included in the

quotas of regular ships, and they will be 4 pal (p'a~xXX in length at

the base.)(end note)

--. 2 warships. Every ship (wil~ mve)(note: boatmen and oarsmen combined,

802CJlilDmen; gunners ~P'osu~tij) and~lq:.Hm bmvmen (sas~

combined, 77 men.)(end note)
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p.414, 21:49b)

21:50a)

• 2 armored ships (pangp'aes~n~~~~ for each ship (note:both

boatmen, oarsmen, gunmen and bowmen t combined)(end note) (note: In the

case of the armored ship, then in accordance vith current rggulations t they

will stay at the garrison and await ~ trouble. They will not go to naval

training. If perhaps there should be a special order for them to go for tr&ning

and inspection, then keep a troopship (on reserve).)(end note)

. 2 troopships (pyongson). Each ship (note: will have 15 boatmen and

oarsmen combined, and 4 gunmen and bmvmen combined)

--patrol boats, 4. Bach boat (note: sill have 5 boatmen and oarsmen t and

2 gunmen and bowmen combined). .

--. the above regulations pertain to a ~~nho garrison (manhOji~1*~~
As for a ch'Omoa~~~~, then there will be 3 warships (Ch~nS~) (note:

as in the case of Pusan and other places, then also add one more) (end note).

In the case of a .:>usa ~(f~provincial naval commander), then there

will be 5 warships (of which 1 will be a turtle boat (kuson))(end note).

In the case of a t'ongjesa(~\~ there will be 7 warships (of which

one will be a turtle boat).
military

At the present time the basic xxm~ quotas will be like this, but

during naval training t then one warship, one troopships and two patrol boats

will be combined and with 150 men will undergo inspection. (note: this

figure will include 24 bo\vmen, 24 gunners, while the remaining 102 men will be

boatmen and oarsmen)(end note) This is also in accordance with present

fixed quotas. t the present time, the quotas for the ships of the garrisons

:South

and district tow~ each, 1 warships, 1 armored ship (pangp'aeson), 1

1\~'--~ troopship and 2 pa t ..' boats (sahus~n), and the armore,d ship usually is kept at the

at places like pangdap ('f!> '}'it :Pyongyang, 4, p. 396- - Ch~11a prov., 'unch '~n- gun

J1
n

Q) ",.~,
Tolsan--garrison of the Sugun ch'omjesa) and Karip'o( JJ,. ~ ~\

Ch~l1, \lando(-P.o, garris on of a Ch' t\mchMj esa) th, Y have 2 warships.
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p.414, 21:50a) In the case of a Suy~ng (headquarters yamen of a provincial naval

are also insufficient and there are barely enough to run t he boats for

there are 4 warships and 2 special warships, and 2 turtle boats, it is said.

training purposes, and that is all. At the present time the clerks all receive
exempt them from service

bribes from people and reduce the number ofaxXimx naval soldiers (sailors)

1 turtle boat.

(headquarters of a T'ongjesa )

hear that the number of boatmen and oarsmen(note: At the present time

commander), then there KtXt are 3 warships,

" J>,~
In the case of a T'OnggWan(~"" t t:-.

(require<hJ, for service). They go to the provincial navy commander's headquarters

~nd getx checked out ? and they are able to move boats around (from one place

21:50b to another). In a ddition, in accordance with the situation, t hey also
errand

combine bowmen, gunmen,tEKNKmnn and oarsmen. In the case of the patrol

boats, they tie them to the rear of the ships, and are thus able to go back

and forth, it is said. iven though in normal times the number of troops seems

tore insufficient, the soldiers of a given garrison are divided into two shifts,

and during emergencies they are all called up. At times of emergency, every

one is called up, so that in addition to filling the ~uotas of armored ships

(pangp'aeson), they are also able to add on ships and there is more tl~n enough.)

(end note)

~t the present time each garrison has been given an additional warships,

but these are only &EXRS wasships that are moved from each of the district

towns. As for the second warship~, they are the ones that the garrison

commander (chinjang) and his officials (kUnlgWan\~\'~.. ) ride on. It

may be done in accordance with t he present regulations for the naval commanders

headquarters. Generally speaking the Jusa (provincial navy commander) has

the admiral's ship (taejangs~n*.,'i~~t:J" so that the Ch10msa has the

yongjangson( ~~~~~ ), The Manho has the p'aCh'OngS~n(1e.~~),
The seoDod warships at the various garrisons are the ChIOg\vanson(,~~~ ),
If then ~

The ship that the T10ngjesa rides on is the Taejangson, aQXXRax the Susa1s

ship becomes the Yongjangson, etc, in order, in accordance with t he above regul'n.
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414, 21:50b) It is only that these are temporary allocations. Generally speaking,

even though a kun'gwan is riding on a ship, the quality and ability

of the ship, its weapons,and its troops and rewards ad punishments

pertaimDsg to them are all the responsibility of the garrison commander

(chinjang); they aannot be entrusted to the kun'gwan (subordinate officials).

(note: At the present time, the kun'wan of Karip'o garrison ride on the second

warship so that responsibility for the ship, its weapons, and how godd

they are are commonly m given to the kun'gwan, ~RX and the garrison commanders

have nothing to do with it. Th~s is extremely bad. With regard to ~e

evil of (exepptin men from naval duty) and collecting cloth from them

415, 2l:5la) instead is so bad that the situation has gone thiS far.)(end note)

Provide for the expenses and rice for the building of new ships

and for making repairs. (note; BLIi ld ne\v ships every six years, and every

three years make repairs. In the case of warships, the cost of construction
90

of a new ship in rice costs 450 kok. If &B.Q kok is obtained by selling

the old ship, then xKHXXExxxaf provide the 360 kok required for making a new

one. riS for the other ships, follow this model.)(end note)

--. 450 kok for making a new warship (chlSns~n) (note; This is equivalent

to 300 sok of present day units) (end note), of which (use? 360 kok). Spend

150 ko to repair a ship.

90 kok for (building) armored ships, of which (72 kok (will be needed?).

For repairs, (allocate) 30 kok.
kok for troopships spend kok

--.45 3%3 fix xxxx~aa ~ ~f wg~cg ~~~2hR 36 jij(axaaa k5 a~a f~r repairs,

r , -15 kok for errand ships (sahuslSn), of which (12 kok will be needed),

and 5 kok for repairs.
yong

(indented note) \.Jith regard to the superior ships of the SUI T'ong~
t~, ~ 's headquarters

(~~1i ~ ;T'ongjesa) and the Suyong (provincial naval acommander's hdqs),
"'~7V an additional

(provide)/40 kok for new construction, and 13 kok for repairs

Pay thase costs out of regular accounts whenever a deadline (limit) is

up~ (reached). If something has to be repaired before a deadline is up,
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p.4l5, 2l:51a) then have the home garrison do it, and then when the deadline (limit)

comes you \..i1l have to collect }{ (payment?) \~ith regard to masts, oars, sails, KKXKlI

2l:5lb) seats and other items of the ships, all of this is included in the

costs in rice (kam~, :set aside for new construction and repair).

In addition, 1/3 of this (the costs) will be provided for in cash. If

there happens to be a bad crop or famine year, then in accordance with

regulations, cut (the budget) by 2/10. (20%»(end note)

--.Now, on the basis of the above regulations, determin the ships and

quotas of soldiers for each of the yong (T'ongjesa or ~usa's headquarters)

and chin (local garrisons) •

• ch'~msajin~~t.~ ). 3 warships (ch~ns~n) (nd: e: For each

(place) there will be 1 warship (chonson), 1 armored ship (pangp'aes~n), 1

troopship, and 2 errand boats (sahuson). And the combined total of naval

soldiers (sugun) and able-oarsmen soldiers will be 900 men, of Which

men will serve on duty (note: when the wind is calm, 90 men (will serve

on duty), and when the wind is high, 45 men)(end note)

--. ,usa;ong(~~~ :provincial navy oommanders yamen), 5 warships;

combined total of naval soldiers and able oarsmen, 1,500 men, of which those

on duty (wilb be 150 men when the wind is calm and 75 when the wind is high.

In addition to thiS, add on extra troop quotas for superior ships (sangs~n--

commander's ships?)

T'Ongjey~ng(~\*:T'ongjesax's yl,~~rshiPs,with a

combined total of 2,100 naval soldiers and able-oarsmJR, 1rf which those

serving on duty (will be 210 men when the wind is calm, or 105 when the

wind is high; add on additional quoaas for the superior ships) (end note)

(indented note~: Under the old system, there were fixed

quotas of large and small maengson(~~. ) for each of the y~ng and

chin (commander's yarnen and local garrisons), but there was no unifmrmity

to t he numbers. The system (of construction) ofe the ships was also different

from what we have today. Generally speaking the troop quotas were as follows:
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p.415, 21:51b) -Right Kyongsang province, Suyong (prov. navy commanders's headquarters),

~ DDD 2,000 naval troops; ~ 1,520 for the Suyong of Left Kyongsang province
\ Sl-O
\~lO~O -1,080 naval troops for the Suyong of Right Cholla; 1,160 for the

21:52a) b suyong of Lefg Cholla

-2,200 naval troops forfue Suyong of Ch'ungch'ong

-2,040 naval troops forfue Suyong of Kyonggi province

-820 naval troops for the Pusan Ch'omsajin

-640 naval troops for the Imch'i Ch'omSajin(~)~ :70 ii west

of Hamp'yong-hyon(~'~~ )in Cholla province; garrison of the Pyongma
~ \ .\\

ch'omjesa. ~ pyon5gyang, vol. 4, p.395)

-1,120 naval troops for the Maryang ch'omsajin

west of Piin(~~ ) in Ch'ungch1ongdo,

-520 naval troops for the Sosaengp'o

Ibid., p.396)

.",.. ~ ,:-i=\'
Manhojin(~ ';:t;- ~,

: located

) (located

I have he abridged this list just to give a generdl idea. (end note)

~~ith regar; to Yangso( ~\;fp :the two \vestern provinces of lilt'

p , y~ng 'an and Hwanghae), Y~ngbukl:/.t.. :Hamgy~ng), and YOngdong (~t
Kangwon) provinces, there are different (quotas, arrangements) for the

53 ri south of Ulsan-gun in Kyongsang province, Ibid., p.397)

(• ~*)\\ ~~-700 naval troops at the Soch'onp1o ~anhojin r~J ~

25 li south of ~ochlon-gun) Ibid., p.397)

: located

naval ship system. \~e also ought to consider what is appropriate and

establish a regular system (for these provinces). I will discuss troop

quotas for these provinces in a separate section.

(indented note: Some might say that in establishing official posts,

even though you have the grades of Ch' lImsa(~~~) and Manho (it ),
the topography and the situation (of various places) is not uniform. T~ee

are places where Manho(are stationed, established) but where the situation

is more important (than what a Manho should be in charge of); or there

are places where a Ch'omsa is stationed, but the place is not that important

(for whdt one would expect of a high ranking Ch10msa official). It is for this
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p.415, 21:52a) reason that the ia dynastic code (taejon) also provides for 2 taemaengson

(k~~'~ :more than one \'Ould expect?) for (certain?) lanho \oJhile

providing only I taemaengst>n <large ship) for a Ch'omsa. But at present

i~ should we not provide uniform standards of the number of ships and

naval troops based on whether the yamen is lage or small?

To this I "ould reply that in establishing posts, you have those that

are great and those that are small, and basically this depends on whether

the situation and the responsibilities are serious or light. If you have a

atuation where the responsibilities of a ~anho are serious but those of a Ch'pmsa

are not so serious, then what this means is that a mistake was made when

these posts were first 2~aE esaablished. They should definitely be changed

21:52b)

c

and rectified. The number of ships and naval troops ought in every case to

accord with whether the yarnen is great or small. vJith regard to the kun and

hyon (adninistrative subdivisions) in our country the situation is also like

this. There are many cases where the name of an official is a pusa(~f~)

but where (the place) is extremely small (unimportant), and where a hyen'garn

(district magistrate) i3 posted, but xm where the place, on the contrary,

is very important. All such places (posts) should be changed so that they

are in accordance with the actual situation.

Some might say that even though the garison commanders (chinjang) are

provided with basic salaries and the clerks, runners, and soldiers are
with regard to

given standard rations and the laws are strict, still/the garrison commanders
\oJe

in distant places,in the end/are not able to guarantee that they will not

release soldiers (from duty and collect taxes from them im tead). If the

situation is like thiS, then there will only be an increase of expenses for

thestate. It \oJOuld be preferable to reduce the (number of) support

(personnel?) for t he naval soldiers anu also not provide them with rations

whiE liberalizing (easing off on) th~~duty they have to perform and

just have them act as servants (sahw~n, runners) for the garrison commanders, and

that is all. (note: If it is done like thiS, then it would not be necessary to

restore positions of clerkci with regular salaries)(end note) Just require
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p.415, 2l:52b) that every month the soldiers be tested for shooting the bow and that

in spring and summer naval training be carftied out. And if there should

be an emergency, call them up for service. How about this?

To this I would reply that with regard to countr~ies that functioned

as states, since ancient times there was never any talk about ha¥R having

a law \"hich prevented (the s tate) from obtaining luu~lllIl:lI:im~smltlUKRa

(the right kind of) people (for service). The intent behind t he establishment

of official posts and offices is to provide for people who can do the job

and to hold those responsible who cannot do it, and that is all there is to it.

If because you anticipate that there will be a problem (with garrison commanderg)

releasing men from military service (in order to collect taxes or fees

from them) you then take measures to exempt people from military service,

then thiS will result in the complete destruction of the basic intention

by \vhich garrisons are established (in the first place). You would be better

off not establishing garrisons at all and just waiting for an incident

(emergency) to occur and send a commander to take charge--this would be

less of an evil (than to do what you suggest above). But if you do things

like thiS, would it be all right?

Furthermore, if you establish garrisons but exempt peo~le from standing

on duty as soldiers and liO not provide them 'vith rations,t the~ you would

find that in the south along the seacoast garrisons there are place

where people live isolated from one another and where there are few

people lill ing, who are cut off (from K defense). And with regard to the

landed garrisons in the northwest there are also many places in a situation

similar to this. If people are exempted from military service and have

their r tions of grain and cloth cut off, then the people liVing in the

areas near the garrisons will gradually leave the area, and \dthin a

period of 10 years all the garrisons will become desolated, and after

a long time goes by, all the p~ ts of border ~ commanders will be held in

low

day

esteem and they will be regarded as no more important than the present

local officers (hyan~k tojang ~~~~~ ), and that will be all.
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p.4l5, 2l:52b) He \l1ould be better off just keeping the system that exists in name today

(than adopting the plan you suggest ~ere). What you are suggesting)

is that we should only rely on (the need for reducing) the expenses that

exist currently before our eyes, while giving no thought to the difficulties

that the state would be in and the harm that would be done. The only

reason you are talking this way is because \l1e have no incidents (threat

of war) on our borders at the present time. ~KXXmemamx~eaKmxm~R

I

vlhen you are at peace" is an important admonition that the ancients

(have made).

Moreover at the present time thare are all kinds of laxity and the

garrison commanders are not attending to affairs, and that is the reason

you are talking this way (making these suggestions). In addition to the

tasks of naval training and xxx examinatim of the troops, there are

such tasks to perform as grain transport, naval escorts, defense, and

police \vork (apprehension of pirates). These affarrs are not all the same,

and if there are no troops on duty, then who is going to do the work?

the a quotas for warships fur the various naval garrisons have

to each of th~~

ch~ns~n~~~~
transfer them (to the l~val garrisons).

been established, then abolish the warships attached

administrative towns at the present time (kum kak ~p

(nde: Un er the old system, all the sugun (naval soldiers)\£re under the

command of the naval garrison commander (SUjinjang~~. but eachd the

administrative towns (up) was only in charge of the administration of
(supplementin~ quotas?)
recruitment and settiig (allocation) of soldiers (ch'ungjong chi chong

~~~. (Pyongyang, IV, p.127 translates this as "each adm. district

was only in charge of affairs relating to the construction of warships allocated

ON. Inuented section seems to constitute Pan'gye's own comments)
~.----..........-.;,;:....--..........

to that district town), and that was all. Because (the district magistrates)

have taken their ease and amused themselves (doing nothing) for such a long

time. border defense preparations have become more neglected by the day.
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p.416, 2l:53a) After the Imjin wars therewas in increase in the establishment (of quotas of)

warships for the seacoast district towns. In general they did not know

anything about selecting (the right) garrison commanders a~ or putting

the troop system in order. They just increased the number of extraordinary

(posts, positions, troops, ships?) by means of which the old system was

thrown into confusion. This is the reason why the military system of the

present day is not unifieu and a hundred evils have been produced.

If the number of ships and the quota of troops for every garrison has been

deliberated on and established, then we can naturally abolish the warships

(assigned to) each of the district towns. Even in such places as Tongnae and

other district towns, we also ought to abolish them (the ships stationed

there) and put all the naval soldiers exlucisvely under the charge of

the Pusan Ch'pmsa. As for yhe Tongnae-busa (Prefect of Tongnae), he

will be in exclusive charge of the pyongma (troops and horses) (land

forces--the army) and take full responsibility for that.)(end note)

Indented section: Some might say that even though there

are warships (assigned) to each of the naval garrison but no warships at

the home district towns, then if there should be an~xx emergency or some

ilcident requiring defense, then all affairs would be the exclusive

responsibility of the garrison commanders (chinjang) and the l~nds of

the district magistrates would be tied, and that would be all there is to it.

Wouldntt this be wrong?

To this I \vould reply that this opi ion stems from the fact that you are

only looking at it pr~vately frool the standpoint of an individual district

town. The naval sol~iers of a garrison are all soldiers of the home

district towns; they are not separate soldiers (other soldiers than those

that come from the districts). It is only because the state regards the

troop (military) system with the great seriousness that ixNaXRXHK it has

especially established the post of garrison commander to take exclusive

charge of responsili lity, and that i~ all there is to it. At the present time
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p.416~ 21:53a) (the state) has not (taken care in) selecting (good) garrison commander

and held them responsible for their duties, and yet (the state) has increased

21:53b) the number of warships assigned to each of the district towns. In general

there are no naval troops established (assigned) to the warships of each

of the district tmVl1s, so t hat these are ships without naval troops assigned

to them. ~o that this system consists of diViding up the troops of the

naval garrisons (and leaving them inilie district towns instead of assigning

them to the garrisons). And since (the state) has not established

commanders, then these are ships without commanders. "hen the state does

establish a commander, then it adds on another (a Single) garrison commander.

(note: If the district magistr<.,.te himself boards the ship, then in \vartime

the district town is left \;Tithout a commander.) (end note) From this one
iXXllf"~WC~ (the state is doi ng? )

can see that (~That hamxEkriaq~~x:tkaXKXaKHxWmxx~putting the \;Tarships

at the naval garrisons) is to construct a house under a house. (note: In

recent times there have been many ne\.; posts established, and in fact every

incident (all affairs) are done like thisHH )(end nde)(on an ad hoc basis?)

Because (the state) has additionally established warships for each of the

district towns, the state has had no REi hhoice but to reduce the number of

ships assigned to each of the no.val garrisons, and of the naval troops assigned

(to the garrisons) only one man in ten is left (to staff the naval garrisons'

troop quotas), and all they SKR do is use the army troop attached to the

pyongyang (provi1cial army commander's g headquarters) to serve on defense

(on naval duty). Vuring peacetime (the soldiers) have become the

material (\lhere\Vhithal) by \-h ich tl:e garrison commander collects cloth

(having exemptell the men from actual military service). Durir~ I-Jartime,

then the provincial army commanders command the soldiers, and each of the

garrisons i left wXx~wmX~~with ships that do not have

any troops assigned to them at all. This system is only one ,,,here in name

\ve have created addi tional ships, but in fact we have reduced the number of

ships, where in fact we have 0 ly increased the number of troops in name,

,·,hile in fact we have actually reduced the number of (naval) troops. All ,ve have
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p.4l6, 2l:53b) uone is to throw the old system into confusion, and that is all.

(note: l'1oreover,\vhat i \vorse is that the garrison corrunanders do not

have territorial jurisdiction over the areas where their garrisons are

loe.ated, and x yet \vhat the garrisonK commanders are supposed to defend

i" in all cases the territory of the district towns (where they~e located).

If you talk about unexpected emergencies, then it is n easy matter for the

garrison commanders to command on-duty troops who are p~ always stationed

there, but the ships stationed at the district to,ms do not helve regular

on-duty troops as"igned to them. If you talk about the situation (in the

towns?) after the then men have gone off to fight as soldiers, then

21:5480) we woul have to be concerned over the fact that the home istrict towns
\vhen

lould be left empty (of troops). And if this were so, then if the warships of
they woul go

the istrict towns heard the alarm bel~,a~ out to fight together with

the warships of the naval garrison commanders at the same time

and there would be nothi g left at the district towns to function as a

reserve (naval force). These varicus concerns about (leaving the tO~lns)

empty (and devoid of defan~es) are not discussed in this case (in your
(under my system)

suggestion). During emergencies,lthe garrison commander h'ould
and

command the naval forces an fight at sea, ~ t e district magistrates

viOuld also command the lanG troopu for defense along the seacoast. Hm-l

could you then say that the hands (of the district magistrates) would be

tied aild they \vould have nothing to do? ) (end note)

(indented section continas) Under the old system the Ch'om(sa) and

the J-1anholere given exclusive ch rge of the sea routes an for this reaso ,

in additio to defense and capturing (pirates), such matters as coastal grain

tmnsport and escort" etc. vlere all under thei exclusive charge. If they

did a good job in escorti g (the g rain transport ships) then they vlOuld

be re\'larded; and if they ii ctrrre los::;es (subken transport sh ips), then they

would be punished. But at the present time each of the garrisons

is no in charge of these affairs, but each of the district tmms io responsible

for them. Lach of the district tovm is basically Hi thout on-duty sailors
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p.416, 21:54a) and when losses (of grain transport ships) occurs, then the cornmon

people are leld responsible for making up the losses (instead of the

sailors). If you look at the situation on this basis, then you can see

:tux what harm is done under t he present system and 1a\Vs which are in confusim

and you can see that all matters are like this.

(END OF INDENTED S2CTI01)

--.1 tern: "laval training \vill be held in the sp ring and summer in the horne

yang (naval cornm",nder's headquarters). Once 2m~ after a t\VO year interval

(once vvery thre~ years), the T'ongyong (T'ongjesa's headquarters)wlll join

in the naval traning exercises. (note: lilien the T'ongyong joins in in

the naval training, the training must be done in the spring ,vhen the winds

are calm. As for Cholla Right province and Ch'ungch''6ng prOVince, they

will only conduct training at their home naval commander's headquarters.)(end note)

For the details of the regulations pertaining to t he testing of talent, prOViding

rewards and banquets, etc., see above.

(inoented note: I heave that in this country KRSaxx:tkR in the past

they did not have naval training, and from this one can seen that the

military system \Vas completely abandoned (neglected). At the present

time naval tr ining is conducted twice a year. Some people think that because

the water ia dangerous or because the ships might be harmed and a lot of people

drowned that there should be only one period of naval training a year, and

(that if this \vere done) it would not be as bad as "forgetting about war

just because it is peacetime". ilaval training could be conducted every spring

and il the fall, the Jusa (provincial naval commander) could make the rounds

of the garrisons conducting inspections. This is not without merit, but

at the present time each of the garrisons is not fao: from their home

headquarters, and if the naval soldiers are divided into two shifts, then

they could go on naval training once a yea r, but one could not reduce th is

furthe~. Moreover, at the time w~aining is conducted, even

though tests are held for bmvmaI1shi~ -==- a lot of people gather together
)

and there is much confusio., ~ bLat one could not regard this as a perfect
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~.416, 21:548) sJi!tuatim for conaucting shootilg examinatio s. The "usa (provincial

naval commarder) -lOlUl also have to make the rou! ds t of each of the

garriso s and in~pect affairs (for himself) and test the troops in

their military skill .)(e1d note)

--. Item. \ ith regard to the gr<-lill transport sh ips for every province, the

l{iXMX ::>usa, Ch'omsa, and Nanho will set (a quota) of troopships for escort

used commonly as cornman ers in

uuty uithin th bou1daries of their respective jUr1>idictions. (note: they

will desigf1ate me from among the on-duty naval soldiers to go along as

escort)(end note) iilien commercial boats go by, the garrison commanders

will investigate and send a report to their chujin (~~:cornmanderS).

(note: :'he sea route alo g \Jhich gr in is transpcrted \-lill be divided i to

juris ictional areas and exclusive responsili lity uill be given to the

Chinjang( b rrison cornman er, of a given area); responsibi lity \.. ill not be

entrusted to the district tO~1S. AS for those people who are not diligent in

protecting' n eKcorting grain transport ships, infue case of oarrison

commanders, indict them for crime, and do not allow it to be taken out o~

the people of the i~trict tm-ln. Moreover, i the past there was no naval

training, and for tha~~o~~d~Hanho \'lCre
(chojon amnyonggwan(" .. ;, )
charge of grain trans or. 1i \vas ,contrary to the basic purpose of establishi~

garrisons to be on guard again",t the possibility of attack (war). Hm.; much

more so, no\v tha t we have naval tr<.'i ning, should »R we

permanel,tly abolish this regulation (practice). As for t he dmnyong(~4.f), then

there shoul be a special official for this (task). See the section o!

grain transport.)(end note)..
--. Item. All the .::lUyOl gjin (garri.:;ons of the provincial IE val COIIlIlla1 ders)

8NEMiKxk must have on permanent storage enough grain for one month's ration' for

417, 21:55a) the basic quota of troops, and when the warships move out, then calculate

the amount of grain needed, and load it on board. (this is the so-called

emergency gr<.1i rations (taebyon ryang~~~~). In the case of

a Manho garrison \'lith 600 troops, ther", should be 360 kok of rice. Calculate
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p,4l7, 2l:55a) the amount of grain on hand in each of the yang and chin (commander's

headquarter3 and garrisols), a d if there are places where there is not enough,

then take grain from the home place's accounts and use to to give (to the place

\;1ith a shortage), l'e,.p a permanent ledger. During peacetime,

after the 5th or 6th month keep on hand 1/2 of the basic quota of grain

and take the other half and divide it up and lend it out to the soldiers who
the principal

live near the garrison, and have them pay xx back/in the fall. If the

garrison commander have separa e military provision lands (kUnjajOn~~~)

that provide supplementary funds, then do not include them in these quotas,

In the case of army garrisons, then they ought to have granaries 'Ivi thin the walls

of the garrison and there is no ne8d totalk about one or two months (worth

of rations on hand),)(end note)

--. Item: The commanders of on duty troop stationed at naval or army

heaueuarters or garrisons (yongm, k chin) \Vill only be in charge of

makir g sure that their troops are well trained in the use of Heapons,

cloth

past,

and are \;1ell instructed in military skills aiid arts, (note: IJhen provincial

governors and provincial army and navy commanders and pacification officers

(su~an~) go around on tours of inspectio , they will not only callout

the names of the men and inspect them, but they must albo inspect their

\veapons and test them in shooting the bmv and firing muskets and either

promote or demote, revara or punish (the officers) on the basis of whether

the men are* well trained or not.) The (commanding officers) ,till not be

allo led to substitute slaves for military service and 'I-lill not be allmved to

collect cloth or grain (in lieu of service, from men liable for military

service). (rote: they will see to it that there is not the slightest wasted

effort or harm done to production)tend note), If there is a case, as in the

(of commanders) releaseing men from military service and collecting

from them i, stead (panggun sUP'o~~ then if they do thise

for more than a single indiVidual, they will all be indicted for the

crime of embezzling public funds (chang~nYUI~~~ ). (note: Any
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p.4l7, 2l:55a) provincial army or navy conunander or garrison cormnander vJho levies

taxes (fees) on the soldiers for the cost of miscellaneous expenses and items

or for horses and carrying costs g in their travels will all be held

gUilty of embezz1ement.)(end note) ~

--indented sectionf: Cho ChOOe-=IfJ.) ~1!E :Cho r"angjo, f see

Pyongyang, vol. 3 for footnote) made a report to King Chungjo in which

21:55b)

h sai : During 0ongjcng's reign the king conducted a very liberal and magnanimous

administr~ltion (of government), and the king \vas also very magnanimous

even in his a treatment of the crime of corruptionand embezzlement.

The practice of bribery generally had its origin at this time. In the
( lml)

reign of Sejong, then/officials like the l~nho ~xaXs~uW~~mru~~KmNmpmOCR

XXX also all esteemed each other for being honest and pure. One can see

that \.vhether the practices of the scholars are mistaken or correct, a d x

\vhether the conduct of government is sullie or lofty depends on this.

In the present age, even though these evils have not yet become extremel~

bad, we must exert strict control over them (over embezzlemeltmd corD'

If people are not allm'led to stand in court for even the slightest vj

then everyone will know th<lt they have something to be afraid of ani

person will polish his mm behaVior.

--. Item. The beacon station soldi8rs \lill be constituted from among people

leving near the beaco, stations, but they will not be given support personnel.

In distant frontier posts, every place will haVB 32 men with 8 squad chiefs.

In places that are in the middle of the country, each place \vill have 16 men

with 8 squad chiefs. (note: People will go on duty for 15 days and then shift.

Along the coast or frontie , one shift will consist of 4 men; in the i terior of

the country one -hift will consist of 2 men, and the squad chiefs will also be

selected and designated from among the ~ troops. They will live and sleep

together \vi th the men on duty and inspect all work. Every place \'Jill

have a ~mall ondol room a1d a maru floored room each of which will be one kan

in area. Ovens, \vater jugs, soup bovds, platss and other utensils Hill be
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417, 2l:55b) provided. ~o one Hill be alloue to lliave the residence. For detcils,

se2 the C1i-h~iao

(taejo ). If the

h;in-ShU(it~~t ) an the dynastic law code

situatio is such tha you definitely cannot establish a place

21 :56a)

for a beacon statio , then in each case eliminat~ it an adjust to the

circumsta ces of the area i- accordnnce \-lith \lhat is appropriate. It ,...ould

also be all right to place a bec.con ~tation on the ramparts or \lalls of the

garrison. In the orthwestern frontier if there happens to be an nnsufficient

number of able-bodied men, then cut lhe basic quota of troops in half,divide

them irto four shifts (pan) and ~ive them grain ratio s of 3 sung of rice per

man per day. Beacon stations shoul be put on high and deep walls, and

if there is ar incident, then all the troops of the pla ce sphould be assembled,

even if they are slaves, <nd they should gathhr at t he base of the vJalls and

defend the place and not run away.)(en note)

(iL dented note; Some people think. that \vithin the basic quota of beacon

station troops mu you ought to designate some of them to be on duty
'\ ,

soldiers (chuho 1:-r)an have the rest act as support personnel (po).

You may also act in adcordance \vith local circumstances and \;lith what i appropriatE

tothe feeelingsEl of the soldiers and do it (this way).)(end note)

( ouble i dented note: According tothe provistons bout beacon stations

soldiers in the la\1 code (taejo ), on the coast or forntier every place

should have 16 men (note: for every man o~ duty,there will be 2 support

personnel)(end note) and 2 squad chiefs. In places i the interior of the

cou try (there shoul ee) 4 men and 2 s u'-d chiefs, divided into t\-lO

shifts (pan), and the troops are to be design ted from among the people \Jho

live ne the be co stations. But at the present time I hear that
the aged and

all of them in each Village are designated from among/these who are

exempted from being soldiers om account of sickness, and usually many

of them live far away *from the beacon station). The hardships and

difficulties involved are too great to mention. Every place usually has

12 men divided into 6 shifts (pon) of 1 &K lO-day week (duration), but the

troops 60 not have any support personnel.



military system -136- pyongje

p.4l7,2l:56a) There might be one place with as many as 30-40 men; the numbers (of troops

at the various beacon stations) are not uniform. In the past they h just had squad

chief who were chosen from among the troops. t the present time, they also

designate in addition a supertisory official (kamgwan~~) who is

selected from among the students in school (kYOSaeng~~~) who are

exempted from serving on m (mili tary) duty, and they are made to serve on

tour along with the troops. But with regard to the soldiers or the supervisory

officials (kamgwan), there is not one man in residence defending (the beacon

stations) it is said.)(enu note)

\
\
\

2l:56b)

--. Every three years registers are to be made of all types of soldiers.

(note: In the capital the Hangsongbu (Seoul magistracy) will compile the

register. ~In the provinces, then the homtdistrict town (pon'up~~)

will compile the register and senti it to the Choltosa~t~).The

Choltosa "ill ccrnbine them and make a grand reliSter (t:~k'~~ ).

Even though military service is to be based on land (gra~ted)

(kyejon Ch'UlbYOng~~~~. the military registers "ill record the

surnames and given names, the age, distinguishing marks, and the residences

of the troops in accordance with present regulations.)(end note) And they

will be sent to the !"linistry of Har for storage. (note: The provincial governors I

yamen and the garrisons will also keep one copy on hand) (end note) The

Ministry of ~var will compile a grand total and memorialize it to the throne

for approval. (note: In general the military registers will be compiled

every 3 years when the land registers are changed (cadastral surveys are

made) (note: Every year all deaths or inheritances will be reported in the

winter by the district magistrate tothe Choltosa ,,,ho will change the record by

adding a sticker, and the Choltosa will send the paper to the Ministry of war

which will also change (themgister) by pasting in a sticker and memorialze

the throne for approval. The Ch~oltosa will also record special events

andaz send it to the provincial governor who will also make changes by

attaching a sticker 9 (to the ledger). The magistrate will compile a separate
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417, 2l:56b) record in case of new or increased quotas and send it to the Ch~ltosa, who
end of the

will attach a note to the/basic register, and he will send it to the Ministry

of war, \vhich will recoro it and memorialize t he throne f or approval

and also send it to the prodncial governor as above.

The same will be done for the miscellaneous soldiers and the mokcha

( ~~} ). The prvoincial governor will:t take charge (of recording)

post-station attendants, and the Transport Official (ChOn'Unsa~~~
will take charge of the grain transport sailors (ChOSOl~~)(end subnote)

Olndented section): Once we have (established the ~stern) of requLrLng

mi 11tary service on the basis of land grants (kyejon ch' UlbYOngi-\tB.~*")
then the present evil of requiring military service from the aged, infbrm and weak

and the e bad practice of levying service on relatives and neighbors will

naturally (by itself) come to an end. Furthermore, at the

the regulations for compilginthe military regis ters (kunjok

present tiil i
~ 1- "1-yongjon·-r ,)

do not mention that the magistr,.tes are to compile the registers; the Choltosa

is the one \vho compiles the registers,ald for this reason the lower.clerks

have an opportunity to work their wiles (act corrupt)y, falsify the registers),

so much so that it leads to the compilation of "empty" (\;7orthless) XHHgRX'S¥

records. He ought to clarify the lmv. If the magistrate compiles the

register then the Choltosa will only (act) in accordance with what is

recorded and make a comprehensive (grand total) register (on the basis of

the ones he receives from the magis trate).

(note: At the present time small children suckling at the breast are

recorded on the miltary registers for service and every year a cloth levy

is collected (from them). Furthermore, if someone happens to abscond

or die, then all the relatives and neighbors of the p~sson are forced to

pay (in his place). The suffering of the soldiers and people is so great

that I cannot bear to completely talk about it. My sonbae (honored colleagues,

elders) feel that with regard to people who are not yet 16 se (yrs) of~e,

that a separate register be made of their names and ages, and that x~

you should \vait until they c orne of age before they are entered onto the (military
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417, 2l:56b) service) registers. AS for people who have absconded, after three years have

passed, then you have the relatives and neighbors (of t he absconded person)

recommend and report an idle able-bodied male to take the man's place;

you are not to extort (payment) from neighbors and relatives. This idea

9 is extremely good, but what it does is divide land and soldiers ~to

two tKepxmamHffi£QX~m~ paths (separate categories), so that those
people

below (the ~tx~iRxkK~) will make it their business to abscon or

hide (from the service registrats), and those above (the officials) will

have it in their minds to search for and press people t and hold them

responsible (for service). The situation \vill be such that in the end you

will not be able to carry this out as ordered teas provllided forin the law) (end notE

p.418, 21:57a)

(

Item: All types of soldiers will all wear tallies on their bealts.

(note: On one face will be written so-and-so is attached to such-and-such

army (kun). In the case of cavalry, then it will say kibyong.ln the case

of naval soldiers, it will say sugun. It will also have their age, facial

characteristics an resiuence in such-and-such a kun, such-and-such a myon,

managing such-and-such a parcel of land (ChajOn~~ ). On the bther face

will be a seal (stamp). For details, see the Chi-hsiao hsin-shu.)(end note)

--. Item: \-Jith regard to various kinds of regular soldiers (Chl:)nggUniE.~)

(note: chonggun refers to t he various types of chuho (1.r ;people who

serve onwty); their support personnel (PObU<~*) are not tobe included )(end

note) will all be exempted from miscellaneous labor service (ChabYOk~~'~).
(note: They will be totally exempted from the labor service due from

kyoogbu(~* :farrners \vho receive a 100 mya of land to till--Pyongyang,IV,

p.132) and from the duties of icemen (pingjong :.de]" ). From the

kunsa(~-1: )on up to the changgwan ( 'i\t,~ ). kun' gwan(~1~ )

and NaegUmWi(~~~1)'all will he exempted from the labor service

due from a farmer who has receive a kyong of land. For details, see the

land system)(end note)

--Item: All soldiers (kunsa) who reach the age of 60, or who are severely ill

\
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p.418, 21:57a) will be allowed to return their land (gaant) and be stricken from the

J

R(military service) registers. (note: If a person has sons, grandsons or

close relatives (ch'inch'ok), he may transfer his land (to them) and pass

on his responsibilities (to them). If he has no sons or grandsons and

ants to keep his land and drop down to the (status of) support person,

then allow him to do so. After a person reaches the age of 70 grant him

kUbUnjOn(~~~ : retirement land) in t he amount of 20 myo, and he

will return »k the land that is left over (80 myo?). From this 20 myo

of a land he will also pay a support rice tax of 1/5 (the crop). And after

he dies, all his land will be given to a substitute serficeman.

The same (regulation) will apply to clerks and runners who have service

obligations. Those who do not have sons or grandsons to rely on will be

given kubun (land), which al±so will be done in accordance with regul tions.

For details, see the land system (section).

Once we have established the system for requiring military service

on the basis of land grants and the return of land grants and exemption

from service, the~ naturally t he practice of falsifying one's age in the

attempt to gain exemption from military service and the ~aEXX£HXmf

situation where people who ought to be exempted from service cannot

obtain exemption \Jill (both) disappear. )(end note)

(Indented section) In the case of soldiers (kunsa) who have

fathers and mothers and who re seriously ill or who are older than 70 years

of age, permit them to be support persons (pobu) and to~ay (onfue land)

and take care of their fathers and mothers If their parents die, then

2l:57b)

also permit them to be support persons for a period of 3 years.

(indented note: At the present time soldiers who are old or sick in many

cases cannot obtain an exemption from military service on account of agMe
(injongp'ojl )

In general to (obtain) an age exemption, people have to pay a cloth ~t ~

which is commonly no less than 30 p'il, and they find it very difficutt to

manage this (payment). Furthermore, if they do obtain an olu age exemption,
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418, 2l:57b) then they are immediately enrolled as beacons station soldiers.

\

conuniserati
for sufferin
peasants

Generally speaking the gratuities that soldiers oove to pay are so
sick

numerous they can't all be described, and the old and weak usually have to

pay double the amount of cloth. If you calculate how much they have to pay,

then it is no differe t than if they were listed on (the military service)

registers, sothat most people usually don't even want (to be exempted

from military service). And when a men dies, commonly a death warrant
(sent out by the survivors?) 1

is issuedj(ch1ul mulgo ib'an~*J~~and the death l') cloth gratuity

(mulga injongp'o ~J.-.~¥s also no less than 20-30 p'il, so that the

poor (impoverished) \vives of the soldiers in many cases are not able to

issue the warrant, or even if they can issue the ib1an (warrant),if they

cannot esignate a substitute, then they usually have to pay a fee (kap,O~~)'

I once saw a case in a Village where a soldier died and his father wanted

to take care of the death gratuity (mulgo injong); he rushed around from one

direction to the other for over a year but ,,;as not able to make plans for the

funeral, and because his wife was not able to pay the kap'o fee, she was

made a prisoner and locked up in the jail with her hair all dishevelled

and crying in distress; it was so pitiful I can't bear to talk about it.)(end note)

Item: The abYOng(~~ :petty military subor~inates of a commander)

of all the yamen will all be abolished. (note: At the present time each of the

yamen all have abyong. They will all be abolished. If an official like

a provincial governor should have abyong, then a quota should be set of

either 100 men or 2-300 men, and they should be attached to the admini.. strative

town \"here the governor's yamen is located. oglogun (at that place) should

be detached to serve as abyong, and they should all be XXlfXXU given training

and treated as (regular) sog'o (troops). We cannot do as is done at the

present time and let them be scattered throughout the administrative towns

and only engage in collecting cloth (fees from people). HmJever, if a

provincial governor in fact holds the post of Ch~lto(sa) as a concurrency, it

is not necessary for him to have separate private soldiers (of his own).
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p.418, 21:57b) If there happens to be a temporary emergency and the Choltosa commands

troops and goes off to fight and the prvvincial governor has to stay and

protect his province and also has to have troops (available to do it), then

at that time you should m calculate (the number of troops needed) and
XkRxX~

diri~ll:lkm~RIe~mxtuRmNllJ4mxIlnI!m!Km8mtmKinKmllbilKll:lXlilKXxxxgNEX

assign him the soldiers who live in the district town where his govemor's

yamen is located and have him command them and wait for something to happen.

In a case like this, you have E no choice but to hae a few abyong (around).

But basically it is of no advantage, and if you have too many categories

and \8rieties (of troops) it does great harm in fact to military a dministrati on.

So there is no doubt that it is possible also to abolish the abyong of the

governors' yarnen. And when it comes to the various dis trict to\vns, then

therei is even less worth discussing (about this problem--all the more

reason to abolish them). Generally, abyong are something that did not

existi~ underthe old system; they are (a category of soldier)

that vIas only added on (additionally created) in recent times.) (end note)

21:58a) (lnuented): But if each of the district towns has a wall, one should

allocate wall and gate troops (guards). (note: There should be 12 soldiers

for each gate, and each of them should be provided with 3 support personnel;

divide them into 6 groups (pan), with 2 men in each one and rotate them

on duty. In the case of a frontier area, then add a few more. In case of

a governor's headquarters or garrison, then you should have permanent

duty troops.

Some people might say that because gate guards of the district towns

do not have to go l:l to serve as distant defensive troops (against

invasions) that they have idle responsibilities, but here I arn providing

them with no less a number of support personnel than infantry. How about thiS?

To thiS I would reply that these troops also have to serve on duty, and

in the provinces all of them inaduition \'lill be tested for shooting the bow

h~ b ~ ) a d that ';s the reason for it. )(end rotEjust like t he regular soldier s (c ung yung , ...



military system -142- pyongje

418, 21:58a) • Item: dbolish all the permanently established military police

(kUllO~~ ) stationed at each headquarters. (note: Once you have

sary~ng (~ ;runners) and have established quotas on the basis of

the amount of work to be performed, then there is also no need to have

different names and titles or separate categories of people. For an

explanation of this see the chikkwan (official posts) KKKXXm& and iye (clerks)

section. It is only that in the

kullo, but also you can have the

chu and hyon the changg\"a? (offi~ve

sahu(~1t:e~::;~f;;s) do this

concurrently)(en note)

--. Item: Bannermen (flag bearers, kiSU,p-~ of each headquarters (yongmun) and

2l:58b)

others will be recruited from people living nearby. They will not be given

support personnle; they will be divided into 6 groups (pon)and will rotate

on duty; provide them with rations on duty. (note: 6 tu of rice a month

will be the standard, and they will be paid from regular accounts (funds).

Originally the number of flag bearers was based on the number of flags. In

normal times, then they are divided into 6 groups that rotate on duty, but
r

only a £e\v important flags (banners) are flovln. In spring end summer training

camp and at times when there are military affairs, then combine those on

duty and have them all stand up (for &udyy)each performing his responsibilities.

They will be tested for talent x once every season (4 times a year). it

the present time, the ~overnorls yarnen of Kyonggi, angwon, Chungchong have no regu~

standard bearers; it would be best to do it in accordance with old practice.)(end

note)

--. Item: Regarding the reconnaissance solJiers (Sahu~"iJ~\~ at each place,

if they qualify to be ~oglo soldiers, then designate them as such. Only

when there is some incident or affair, then transfer them. Those who

are qualified to be saryong (runners) will have no regular dutj. (note: during

trining camp in autumn and fall, then all will stand for duty; whenfue

officers are at home, then they Ivill not stay and \vait.) (end note)



p.418, 21:58b)

military service system -143- pyongje ~

Item: \ilien the king goes somewhere (klSdOngSi'-'). _ceremonial troops

will be provided for out of regular on-duty troops. (note: It is said that

at the present time it is also done like this)(end note)

--. As for troops used for escorting irnperial envoys (note: the so-called kun'uigun

(~il.lf )(end note), use cavalry and infantry from towns nearby the route

a~ rotate them on duty. Calculate the days of service and provide them with

rations and fodder for their horses. (note: 3 sung of rice per day, and 2 sung

for the price of fodder, 3 sung of yellow beans--this to be the standard, and

to be paid for out of the regular funds)(end note) Calculate (the time they

serve) and deduct it from their training and testing. (note: forthe

quotas of such men, you ought to consult present regulations and do what

is best in determining it. The taejong code does not go beyond 5 units) (end note)

(indented note: I hear that at the present time there may be 50-60 kung'uigun

or as many as a 100; X it is said thdt there is no fixed number. In KyOnggi

province, they rotate the pYOltae(~,~~ :cavalry) and sog'ogun on duty,

and for every three men they designate one man to go along, one man to provide

a horse, and one man to provide food an fodder for the horses. But the

gratuities ( they?) hav," to pay the Ch'asaw~nc!~~~ ). low leve 1 p~tty
officials, Yongni (~£, :governor's clerks), and tOhundo~~~ll\~ )

~~ iduq[xx~ that you \ ~
etc. are so numerous that 1 can't describe the burdens, they say.)(end note)

- -Item: The messenger (5 igna 1?) troops (p'abal.~ along the western

route (fuvanghae and pyongan prov.) are aliso to be filled by cavalry and

infantry along the route, and they will servie on rotation for a month;

prOVide them with rations and fodder for xhorses. (note: (prOVide) 12 tu of

rice per month, 9 tu of yellow beans, and grant it from the regular funds

of the place where

them every month;

~ ,J I caeta' exempt~ from the archery examination and training camp.

Every 15 li (distance) place a p'abal (~~relay station?) and keep

5 horses at each place; if the situation demands it, add more (places).
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418, 21:58b)

419, 21:59a)

~~ke special appointments of P'abalchang (commanders) in accordance

with present regulations, and grant them rations, the same as above.

With regard to the p'abal (messengers) along the northernand eastern routes,

use infantry and exempt them from standing for (regular military) service

fEXX~xkK and switch (rotate them) every two months, and grant them

6 tu of rice per month as rations; exempt them from archery examinations and

training camp. Everything should be in accordance with regulations for

serving on duty. very place should have 3 men, and if an incident

occurs, then astign special cavalry troops as in the case of the

western route. In general, if the matter is not concerned with military

affairs ~ or border conditions, then (the message) cannot be sent. If anyone

makes an error in transmitting a message, he will be indicted for crime.)(end note)

(indenteu note: If things are done like this, then even though

the cavalrymen in the district towns along the route have this kind of

service to perform, calculate the rice they need for rations (and give it

to them) and give them time off so that their service burdens will be about

the same as the cavalrymen from other district towns. The cavalrymen

(kibYOngfl!t~ ) are the same as the pyol tae (%(~ ~ :special units)

of the present time. There is no reason why they cannot function as p'abal

(messengers). It is also said that at the present time the muhak pyoltae

(~~~~~military school special units) rotate on service. • t the present

time the p'abal relay stations along the western route have 5 horses per place

\.Jhich are kept in waiting; along the northern route there are no horses, but

two men are kept in \.Jaiting, and if an incident occurs, the assign horses

their especially, in accordance with what is done in the western route.

The cavalrymen are exempted from standing on military service, and they

KRxxXx serve (atfue relay statioffi?) for one month (subnote: 2 months if

t~~ no horses there). Compared to service in the capital, it is very

easy anti that is why people {bay bribes to the yongni (govem or's yarnen cberks)

in the hopes of getting this kind of service, it is sai<.bt. )Cend note)
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419, 21:59a) -- Item: '.-lith regard to labor service on construction projects (note:

such as official bUildings, walls, planting teees etc.)(end note), the

labor service~ll be performed by monks (s~ngdo (s~ngnyo--Pyongyang IV

and hanhO(~~ ~ :idle households. (note: Those people~~ not

receive land and who do not have a job (post, chik) will be fH~iEXH

136)

2l:59b)

regarded as hanho (idle households), and they will be required to perform

3 days of labor service per year. Monks should be assigned an appropriate

amount of labor service. If (these people) serV~E for more than three days,

then provide them with rations.)(end note) or hired laborers (kOin1( J )
bote: ~~, ~
(koin or hired laborers are to be paid wages (ldlpkarr'Oo'\~ whenever they

serve (work)(end note) ~uch labor as dike (repair and bUilding) which

are of benefit to the people will be performed by the kYOngbU(~~

peasant recipients of land grants) (note: Except for 1 kyong of land

(granted to) the taebu (officials) and sa (scholars), and except for
sub

the various types of regular soldiers (note: that is to say, the men

who actually serve onility (hOjuJr~)(end subnote) and the ~lerks and

runners who perform labor for officials, in all other cases for every 3 kyong

of land, one man Hill be furnished (for construction labor service)

and he will perform 3 days of labor a year. If the laboroorvice exceeds

three days of service, then designate an appropriate (number of m extra)m&N~ men.

If there are 4 days of service, then require another man to be furnished

from 4 kyong of land. iJith regard to thiS, the magistrates will not be allowed

to levy labor service arbitrarily (tan Ch~~•. They must report it to the

provincial governarr. For details on ChiaO(~ : labor service), see the

land system section) (end note)

It is only that for large labor service projects on walls and moats

levy labor service on soldiers. CalcuhSte the number of ays of service

and deduct it from their testing and trainigg periods of service. (note:

No soldiers \-lill be required to perform labor service if it is not

a maj~r project such as wall or moat construction, and when you do use soldiers
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419, 2l:59b) for labor service, it must be memorialized to the throne. lrovincial

govewors and Choltosa will not be allowed to exact labor levies arbitrarily

and those who do will be punished under the law prohibiting tmis. First

calculate how large the labor service will be and then calculate and detennine

the number of able-bodied males to be used, and only send out the various

types of regular soldiers (to do it). In the case of infa trymen, the work

should not exceed 30 days, and for every 30 days exempt the men from standing

on military duty one time and from military traning and examinations during

the period of work. In the case of cavalrymen and sog'ogun, the work should not

exceed 15 days, and when the 15 days is up, exempt them from one year's worth of

tr&ning and archery examinatio s. In all cases the official will grant rations

at the r ate of 3 su.ng of rice for a 10 day week. s for the a ssis tance of

the support personnel, it should be done in accordance with standard regulations.

'nd when the work is finished, release them and send them off, and when

this is done provide them \vith a banquet. In t he case of men injured or killed

(on the job), thenprovide them with relief in accordance with the regul&ions

for men killed in wartime in the line of duty.)(end note)

indented section; I note that soldiers who perform one

month's worth of labor service will be exempteti from two months of (military)

duty. nlso exempt them from examinations and trai. ning and provide them

with rations and support personnel; if so, then labor service for soldiers

\vill not be burdensome. (note; Jome people think that if labor service

is to be performed, then both the ~ and the :;'0 (r ~~ :both peopl e

who serve on duty and their support personnel) should both perofm labor

service, and that in the case of the support personnel, you also should

reduce their cloth payments by half. ut this proposition is the result

of intemperate thinking, and it definitely cannot be done. You can permit

labor service to be performed fxEm by people who have received land grants.

In addition provide both cavalrymen and infantry men equally with three support

persons, but cavalrymen should be limited to 15 days of labor service.)(end note)
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p.4l9, 2l:60a) • Item; .~hen there is an emergency, then each of the Cheltosa should leaa

the troops to t he fighting and the provincial governor \"ill remain (at horne)

and defend tHiKxXHXXXXEX~ his province and take charge of general supervision

of all affairs. (note: If the provincial army commander is defeated in

battle or if it is conventltnt to the cir o.umstances, then you do not have

to be bound by this regulationli. Hend noc e)

(indented note; Some people say that even though the

provincial governor is the main commander (chutiJang~~ ) ,mfxXHaxs:N.t.URXX

the povincial army commander (pyongsa) is in fact the commander of the troops.

The provincial goverror does not command the troops in peacetime, so that he
divide them up and

cannot/command them during wartime. ,/hat troops \"ould he h~ve (under his

command) that he could lead them into fighting? To this I would reply

that the civil and military (officials) are not to be divided i,to two

path (separ<..te categories), and the people and the soldiers are not t\vO

pai(~~)

local

and the posts of hou and
yamen, at horne) were
people. ..hen they \oJent out

In ancient times (under the Chou-li?), the

SUi(~P~ )
stayed lat the¥r
of governing the

communit~lts of the hsiang and
official s who ,,,hen they

were ~xaxx~ in charge

(different) people.

(to fight), they became military officers in charge of troops. This is

why their responsibilities were unfform and their tasks were not divided.

It is only that the state (now, later?) treated their responsibilities

as very important and separately established the post of Cheltosa in order

to take exclusive charge of military affairs. In peacetime, the provinciaL

army commander XFl is in charge of instruction'ld training, and in \Jartime,

then the pro1i:imci 1 governor divides the troops up among the mili tary officers,

but this is not the original intent by which (these posts) were created.

The provincial H1XUX army commander leads the troops to the fighting, and

the provincial governor does not leave his horne province, takes general

charge of all affairs, and concurrently supervises the provincial army

commanders. If a provincial army commander (pyongsa) should unfortunately be

killed i the fighting, then (the goveror?) may immediately take remedial action
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419 21 60) alIa' lead the troOpS into battle. Hm,ever, it is not the responsibili typ. , : a

of the proi~incial governor to be the first to lead troop into battle,

and for that reason il recent time the provincial governors have usually

have beel first to lead the troops into battle a d have left their home
about

provinces without authorization. People who talk (discuss) this problem

feel that this is a mXxxakeRXNX~xfNX~~E a mistake.)(end indented note)

21 :60b)

--. Item: In time of emergency, then the various types of regular soldiers

will be led by the district magistrate to follow t he army, and the

magistrate's assistant official (second official) together w.Lth the

support able-bodied males and large and small people (commone people both

great and small) will defend their home district. (note: Those people who

abandon their home district '..;ithout au thro:i:2i.at ion will be punished acoording

to la'·1. For military xxxIDq§ax.K labor service a 1d t he transportation 0 f

grain rations, use the kyon!:,bu (farmers "ho have be.o:n gran ed la

and the idle households (hanho, those uho have not been gr nted land).

If the distance is far off or the number of men needed is large, then you ought to

especially designate soldiers to do it. At the present time when the

soldiers hb.ve to act (perform military duty, go to var), commonly rice

rations are transported from their home district towns. During the pyengja

grail (stored) •.~nd i adiJ:io the district tmVI1s of Honam (south Ch'ungch'ong) ,~r

) ,

invasions of 1636, the

ji;. tit ), and along

Ch'onan( '*-~ ), and

soldiers from Sllth Ch 'ungch' eng province 'vent to Kwangju(

the rou~ insuch places as K.ongju(/~~
?¥ (~-

~uwon and other places, there was a lot of granary

also OJ: ered to transport grail day and night. They 1 ever saV1 the enemy, and

yet they used up the strength of the people. This was totally unjastified.

We ought to rectify thiS evil situation and issue clear orders. In general

whenfue state calls out the troops, the place where the army goes should usually

prOVide gr .in rations from its granaries. ~ Or if the troops leafe the

boundaries (of the province), or if there is an unaVoidable situation, only

then can you adjust to the circumstances and require grainm be transported

from nearby granaries. Hend net e)
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p.419, 21:60b) indented section: (Penlgye) In the '"ars that have occurred off and

on in our country, the district magistrates have all le.ct the defense of

their territorieb without authorization. lhey have either run off into

the hills or taken refuge along the seacoast. This has been xt the situation

throughout all the chu and hyon (districts) of the eight provinces.

If it is a province you I re talking about, then the \-1hole provice is left
anyone in char ge

without axxmmmxHRKx; if it is a district town YoUlre talking about, then

the whole district has been left 'dthout t anyone in charge. Because of this

once they hear that the enemy iscoming, "'ithout waiting for the 6111Mi1s!"'lb
spread around ~ ~

~e. enemy to gRXxUXgR (ch I ungch I ok~ '"T" ), the ",hole count ry

becomes an empty '''asteland and the court has noone to vlhom it can issue

orders, and the fighting troops have nothing to fear :(; or avoid; they

just make it their business to take flight ~Id scatter. Bandit (~nemy)

cavalry in groups of (only) three or four men roam allover the 8 provinces

(8 routes) and plunder the country at ,,,ill, an ther_ is noone to say

who or ,,,hat to thiS (noone who can do anything about it). If we just

follow what is done at the present time and do not make any reforms of

present government (institutions) (~ZJ 'tJgJ~~~U~ ),
then even though oorr territory XWtlllaxxHX were to be greater than 10,000 li

p.420, 2l:61a) (in leggth) and our people 100 times mace numerous than they are nm",

it would only cause the people to be even vJOrse off, and that is all.

Hm" \'0 uld there be aI y hope that we coulci resist the enemy and protect the

country? \ve should post clear laws to the effect th&t in wartime the

district magistrates are each to defend their '''alled toms to the death

an .ot leave them, and anyone who does abandon a town should be punished
concern

by la! '''ithout mercy; only then C<111 we avoid this EaXam~ fear (about

people absoonding).

~ome people might say that this is truly so; it is just that at the

district tmvns are very small and that out in the provinces you c<J.n go
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p.420, 21:6180) for s~veral dozen li dist ace without findi g ny population or any

walled towns or subrubs, and \Jhere there are places \"ith "lalls, t hey are
and narrmJ goat

as lmdas the \Jal1s arounu she~p pens and you can jump over them ,,,i th

an average step (bound). In many cases the walled areas will not accmmodate

sufficient tx» to constitute real walls, everyone would 1 ugh of the prospect

even one family inside them If during peactime these ,"alls are not

of trying to defend eve 3-foot tall childrel with walls such as these. How

could the people depend on these for defense?

horeover, 01 ce the district magistrates make

then tnere is no one (left) to manage (defense).
people (places where) they vacate

there are many &~xtWEmth*mKm~mmmfWmrna±8*, and

move (move out to gight?),

:ven during normal times
their posts
in wartime, either they

21:6lb)

lea t e troops out to~gkktHg joint the army or they leave their posts

on some official business--:i:lmx~mllSIlIxmKmKminnjdruunsmmm~KSRX"

there are many cases of thio taking place (sadan pi il~~~~~ l.

In such cases, even;l:: \/hen the official return to his post, the situ tion
disacit ous, tangyon )

has alre& y becrn e confuseu (uishevelled, disrupted) and there is nothing

he can do about it. If you hol a man responsible for something he

is not able to do, a, u then you gmx follO\J this up by killi 19 him (for

fa lure to perform his duty), isn't this close to 'illing XEHmK a innocent

mc.i ?

To this I "muld reply that if you do not che.nt,e the system of t e kun and

hyon (0 gan izatioll, t_rritoq.... lly? of he districts), then t here is no

sense in eve, di.:;cussing it. ,.1e ought to eliminate and combine t he mall
(good sized)

hyon to l'm make them L to decei t aumil istrative mms (districts), and
official

establish superior an assis -~lilt mc::.gi..>trates to take charge of \"8011

and mo t construction. :n those places that have no walls, we also ought to

wait for the epople to recover their strength some\-lhat a d then build '''alls.

If 1i e this \'le qiMct a UI iform la"l, the all the districts \Jill twee "lalls

defend the i,7alleu towns. During peacetime, eve yone must have his

desiglatea share (of responsibility), ald du in£, Vi rtime no 0 e \,ill be



mili tary system -151- py~ngje

420, 21:61b) noone will have two minds (uifferent opinions) about (staying on the

job and defending the p~ace--hyui ). If rewards a d punisrunents

for merit or crime are properly carried out, then the magistrates will

also ealize that the people's affairs and the country's affairs is

their own concen, and they vlill not act in .:uch desultory fashion/x3.xxX

tHRx~mEmRmXmXmmmx laying around lazily eating and drinkingffi they do at present

just paying vague attention to their responsibilities. If \le can really

make e~ch of the administrative towns defellsible and restore the tun

(military colonies) so that they 'lill be within eyeshot of one another, then

the \'lhole country ,'lill become strong. And 6rVen if ,'1e unfortunately should incur

another invasion such as the Imjin (1592) or pyongja (1636) invasions,

hOld "lOuld the country be so ins tantaneously thrm,m. into shock and confusion

(as it \-las at that time? .\.l1d even though our military commanciers might

suffer a defeat in the fighting, the enemy would indeed not dare to take

21:62a) us lightly and run arOUI d the country plundering it as if it ,vere an

unpopulated land.

can 11K you use to efend the tOH1S?

to fight aad no troops are left in the district to\'ms, so \.;that troops

during l,'wrtime the soldiers from the chu an kun (districts) all go out

I would reply that even though all the regular soldiers go out

army, the number of support perso~lllel i:.> double the 1 umber of

Some might say that this is trully an excellent plal.* It is only that

r .T~ this

Lto Jo~n the

re",ular soldiers, and the \1hole population ,."hether (the people) are great

or small (ill status?) must be able to defend the place together. Hhat

fear is there xEBxe that there would not be any people (to defend the

districts)? If '"e only (h ve our prople) fight (in the major battles ,ith

thearmy) and not defend (their home places), then there will be noone

to rely 0 in £ightir g (the major pitched battles). A1.d if you only

defend the tmms a d do IlOt go out to fight pitched battles, then your

defenses "lill aot be strong. Th~ regular solC<iers shoulu chuse the enemy in
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p.420, 21:62a) rum iug battles \.'hile the support person el st, y home an defend the

walleu tovInS. These (t\'lO metho s) constitute the ,;arp and the 100f and most coreE

t'fxmilitary strateg~~. (note: \iith regard to regular sol iers and support

perso mel, basically it is the people \li th ill. \Jhom you trai s.oldiers

and it is the soldiers \vi th \.;hom you efend the people, and in \'Jartime

both are used. This i~ also like tois (wha I have said above).)(end note)

(indented ote: At the present time ElillUq[ with regard to those

who are in name regular soldiers (cho 199un), there is no ODe from \Vhom

cloth is Dot collected, and for this reason ev~n though :l!ia~El they are

proviaed \'lit support per",Ol nel i 1 name, in fact they are not provided

with support personnel. In addition both regular soldiers an public and private

slaves are together usec.l to form the Sog'ogun (units) and support personuel

re Dot pDovided to the ~og'ogun. It is for this reason that all the people

combine tHO tasks in one person and there is not a single soldier ,-lith

a support person. If this evil situation is not reformed, then there

is no Ie0d even di~cussing the matter.) (end ote)

--. Item: Grain transport sailors are to be selected from among those people

living in the vicinity of basic (home) granaries along the seacoast

a d they are to pe provided with 2 support personnel. (note: From Haenam

(south Hwanghae?) to the south, at times when grain is to be tr~nsportee,

21:62b) you will also give every man 5 tu of rice. In the area from Sach'on sough (;WJ )"
give 12 tu of rice. (subnote: this only refers to those who are serving on

duty on board the ships)(end subnote) Divide them into two groups (pon) and rotate

them on and off the ships. (note: At the present time Kk~x~~xx

E~XKaXRX with regard to those involved in water transport, the chosol (~rain

transport salors) near the capital as are in name called SUbU(~~:sailOrS)

and they ought to have the xame name as the chosol (grain transport sailors),

and in addition these jobs should be filled with people \.ho live:h the

vicinity of the granaries on the edge of the river, granted 2 support

personnel and divided into 2 groups for duty; their system should be the

same (as that for grain transport sailors who gO bv sea?). The p'rain tranSDort



milit ary system -153- pyangje

p.i 421, 21;62b) The grain transport sailors should all be exempted from the miscellaneous

labor service required of the kyangbu (~~:farmers who receive land

grants), such as gathering straw and wood alld carrying ice.)(end note)

(indented note: uome might say that even though the grain transport sailors
they are still given

who go by sea &XR (do not live) far from the rr~nsport route, ~GaxKKXkiXKkGaXa

~x;xRxitlmmx2 support personnel. HO\J awut t is? To this I would :eply that

because a transport route is not far away, I have etermined that therea

should be two or three trips per year. The number of ships and men xUGKiax

has already been determine (by me) in accordance with this. I have given them a~

support personnel a nd cannot eliminate them.) (end note)

--. Item: Guard soldier~ for each of the tombs should be designated from

among people who live in the vicinity of the tombs. They will not have support

personnel and will be exempted from the basic tax of 2 kok. (note: irrespective

of whether they are commoners or chlan (slaves), designate (guardsmen) from

among peop:l:e who live:in the vicinity of the tombs ani exempt xx: them from

the 2 kok of taxes. I~ they have 9th rank land, then completely exempt them from

taxes, and as for the other grades of land reduce the taxes by ~~XRRKX two

degrees. 111 addition exempt them from the miscellaneous labor service required

of kyongbu (regular land grant farmers) such as gathering wood and stra\ol and

making ice. There should be 60 men per tomb and they should serve on ~otation

in 5-rnan groups. In the case of a Ch'eCh'Olli1ng(i~~ :a tomb of

a king more than 5 generations back), then reduce the number of men by 20

and also have them serve on rotation in 5-man groups. (subnote: This is

because there are no chesa ancestral rites or incense ritual officials at

such tombs nor expenses for thiS, and so I have reduced the number of men)(end

subnote) Every time men go on duty they will make the rounds of the

mountainand inspect to see that the prohibitions (against trespass) are

being maintained and they \.;ill keep up the ritual hall. If a rite is

conducted, they will all stand for duty. The same regulations will apply

fa r guards of former queen' s .tEmEuu;: parents I tombs a nd former worthy kiIg>.
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p.420, 2l:62b) Do not exempt them from taxes. As for their numbers. tljere will be 2 men

for the parents of former queens, 4 men for worthy kings of foremer ages

(dynasties), the tomb of Kija and T'aejo of the Koryo dynasty, and 2 men

421, 2l:63a) for the tomb of Kyongdo ·wang of ..:lilla, and Hyonjong of Koryo.) (end note)

't the present time there are 70 guardian soldiers for new tombs and 30

men for ch'ech'onnUng (tombs of kings of former dynasties). All of them

are given 2 support personnel and are exempted from taxes on 1 kyol of

land (pn chon ilkyol~\~ ,,~~, (note: If there is tomb support land

there (tnUngWijOn~~). then they are not granted eKemptio~ from

taxes)(end note) The expenses for the tomb officials offerings and

for the ritual officials all came from the Suhogun (guardian soldiers)

(at the present time) and it is for that reason that we have the evil of
of tha ch' ambong

extortion and excessive exactions. (note: At the p resent time the food~

lamp oil an fodder for slaves and horses are all taken care of by the

guardian soldiers (suhogun), and because of thiS the Ch'ambong extort funds from the!
and straw

and make mthem carry wood and charcoal/around for them to take to their

own homes. They also privately exempt them from labor service and have
pay in

them i:Jlrluexpaper, pillows, rice, beans and other objects. In the case of

the <herllng(~rk) and hUrllng<g..~. since they are close to Kaegyong,

they also require (the guardian soldiers) to pay silver and other utensils.

These evils are so bad that I can't talk about them 11.) end note) \le ought

~
o establ·sh clear rt~lations. s

(j .. d2~ii;f;I-
1 /2 ko"from their monthly

expenses from the funds of the adm.

for tomb official s, Xm<IIdJaernKJDiWJKfj!t~

capital salaries and H take the

town where the tomb is located. Both

officials will together be paid 3 kok of rice per month and 6 tu of ye11 m·]

beans for their ratio sand h lamp oil expenses and also for the food for their

s laves and horses \/her

begin ing of spring ""'~~!ioeo+lltelill

and paper to the tune of 3

off duty. nlso every year in the

~ the funds for office expenses

office expenses for

the ch'ambong where they are stationedR) ~ (end note)
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421, 21:63a) Pith regard to the rice that the ritual officials are to be paid,

calculate and detennine the amount and divide it up between spring a nd fall and pay

it in advance. If N there are special rituals, then make sepcial deductions.

21:63b) The~penses for ritual items, equipment and utensils will all be deducted from

regular funds. 'fhe guaroiaI soldiers uill only be made to serve on duty in

accordance with regulations. .fuen a ritual is performed, they will all stand

on duty running errands and attending the ritual officials, and that is all.

~kRXR All other types of exactions and levies on them are to be abolished.

are provided for by the establishment

orne people feel(indented note: that if all these kinds of expenses

of WijOn(~t\±l :tomb expens~ land),

that you will be able to eliminate the evil of frequently paying out for these

costs. However, if you base (payment of these costs) on land, the fact

remains that the ch'ambong are not tax-collecting officials and as a result

all 'inJs of evil practices will be restored before long. It cam ot be done.) (en

1 ote)

:attendants) are provided for such types of people as elderly (ex-)

ImJ officials, members of the daegumvi and the Pyolsiwi(~ Ij '\~ \~:

lax exempt households (pokho~ P. )
In the pokho section of the T~n (dynastic

(~1
high an

law code) several solchong

special palace attendants), or they are given a small amount of land

and exempted from all taxes (attendant on that)(pokho). In general the

able-bo ied males of the solchong (~~ ) families are exempted (from service)

but with regard to the land (granted them), it is only exempted from miscellaneous

taxes a d not fram regular taxes. According to thiS law, since sdhool scholars

and i"aegum\vi (members) and above XRKRXllR are e empted from furnishing men

for military service from the land that they receive, then they already

have had their family able-bodied males exempte from service. In the

case of the land, then outside of regular taxes, they are not liable for any

miscelhaneous taxes. ',lith regard to the soldier.3 (kun"a) and above, they

a re also exempted from the labor service reqUired of the kyongbu (land grant fame r)
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421,21:63b)

21:64a)

,Jith. regard to the kyong-taebu (ching ta-fuHhigh officials) and the old

retired officials, they als~ should be exempte from the land ta~ (on the

land grante to them--pyongyang, IV, p.142), and so there will no longer

be KkXxmRK any need to have pokho (exempt households) in~ditian to this.

How much more so since this law will ensure that everyone who~ought to

be exempted from taxes will be exempted from taxes. It will not be

like the present laws, where you ia~ ha~ laws on the books, but no (laws~)

in fact.

x(subnote: \~ith regard to the clause on pokho in the dynastic law dode

(taejon), even though it designates able-bodied males and persons (chonggu:r~

yet the officials are not able to find out (how many, who) able bodied males

and person~ there are in a family, so fuat the common people do their best to

deceive (the officials) and the officials don't know what measures to take.

It is for this reason that the pokho system cannot be carried out thoroughly.

In addition, given the fact that pokho (tax exempt households exist), there

is also tax-exempt land (pokchon IgY01~)~~t ), but this only carries

with it an exemption from miscellaneous labor service (chabyok). But then

this so-called miscalleneous labor service (instead of being eliminated)

is (re-)allocatted among the vario~admin$strativedistrictes, so that

(it would be better to?) completely apply exemptions to the households as

has been done in the past. For that reason, the more ~Rmpi households

exempted, the more the burdens on other households acting in place of

the exempteu households vould become, and this is the ~ason why there

would be a lot of obstructions and evils arising in these affairs. All

of this is a case where it is easy to establish written (laws) which are

ifficult to carry out in practice. Thus with regard to these pokho
xUll

tax exemptions, at the present time ~RX~amE~~xmRmmx
(as stipulated in the Taejon)

abse~utely none of them can be carried out.)(end subnote)

(note:The ~rious ~tegories of pokho tax exemptions ought not to be

brought up for ~ dis~sion at this time except for special cases such as
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421, 21:64a) such as those people who die in battle, or alien barbarians who

submit to us, and in these cases we can make special provisions for then.»end note~

t indented section: \Jith regard to those people who die in warfare

or those who die in the performance of public service, they will be exempted

from 20 tu of basic taxes for a period of 3 years. (note: determine this

on t he basis of 'Jihether the deed was important or small, light or serious.

If it is a case of a military commander dying out of loaylty, a person who

should be provided for under the laws for rewards provided by the state,

these p~ople should not be discussed under thiS provision.) (end note)

In the case of alien barbarians \vho submit to us (note: at present

they dre called hyanghwa~1~ ), for a peri od of 10 years they vlill be exempted

from mXxxx providing soldiers for military service and for a period of 5 years

they will be exempted fran 20 tu of basic ill taxes. (note: If it jos a case

of a chieftain, then in accovuance with the situation we should provide

extra rewards, and they, too, should not be incmdded in this discussion.)(endrote)

----double indented section: The figures for soldiers (military quotas) in our

country prior to the Japanese invasions of the Imjin period (note: that is,

the 25th year of Sonja's reign, 1592)(end nde):

)'s

the p.ovinces,

-. Regular soldiers, both cavalry and infantry in both the capital and

~ me. The number of both ho and po (i'~ :
people who perform duty as soldiers and their support personnel) combined

,as not QUiE,3 (note: This c'l.l.rom~~o ChUng-bOng(~t.~
memorial and the Chibong ~sol (~~~~~~ ).

-The n~ber\j}0f ~rfl~ops~n/i~th:1tjCh' :~~u~~;'n~e:~n:~~~~:;~/~ongnOWi,
the ::iam\vi(~JI:..)' ~..,.... '::r!. - rt lis not known. (note: I note"1fhat

, " '- , 1\::;' , I'.J ,- '" ~~J
in the Taejon the basic quota for naval soldiers ~en,~t I do not

know whether at that time they were able to fill thiS quota or not.)(end note)

--. The number of soldiers at the present time who are ~~angx

»~amt&iRX:K the capital and provinces, the three gaurd units, the

regular cavalry and infantry soldiars, naval soldiars, pYOltae(~~~:special
units), and various other categories of troops
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p.421, 21;64b) 14 (note; \Jith regard to the various types of sog'o troops listed in the

comprehensive· registers of the Hinistry of i;Tar at the present time in

kyongja year (1660) has been increased (over the period before 1592)

by the additions of both public and private slaves after the imjin

invasions. Anu as for the Three Guards and the ho and po (military

households and their support personnel) of the cavalry and infantry and the

Three Guards, all of these people were also all doubled op and formed into
gun

the pyoltae (special units) and soglo/(troop units), and for this reason

there has been double counting of the Three Guards and the cavalry and

infantry in the compilation of these figures.)(end note)

Hansongbu: Three Guards, combined make 222 (men?) with 60 support personnel.

-540 regular cavalry and infantry with 1,273 support personnel.

-KyKnggi province (note: Kaesongbu included)(end note). Three Guards, 1,083 men

422, 21:65a)

21 ;65b)

2l:66a)

2l:66b)

with 335 support personnel; 4,700 regular cavalry and infantry with 12,389
(blank)

support personnel; l~aval soldiers; variou;., types of soglogun, 26,812.

-Kangwon province: 384 men in the Three Guards with 189 support personnel;

3,087 regular cavalry ~ld infantry with 8,641 support personnel; naval troops

(unspecified); x 5,866 various types of sog'ogun

-Ch'ungch'ong prow1ce: 847 men inthe Three guards with i~ 776 support

personlel; 7,103 regular cavalry and infantry with 17,325 support personnel;

naval soldiers unspecified; 20,142 various types of sog I ogun

-Cholla province: 482 men in the Three Guards \vith 109 support personnel;

11,207 regular cavalry and infantry with their 26,707 support personnel;

aK~atxsEXNXRX 2,286 naval soldiers, and 27,082 various types of soglogun

-the three adm. to~ms of x Cheju: (none of whom stand for actual duty), 47 me

in the Three Guards with 64 support personnel; 820 regular cavalry and

infantry with their 1,096 support personnel; 372 naval soldiers, and 704

support personlel, and 3,400 various types of sog'ogun.

- 'yongsang pro\li. nce: .5,122 men in the Three Gua rds Hith their 525 support

personnel; 9,721 regular cavarly and infantry with their 20,890 support personnel;
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422, 2l:66b)
423, 21:67a)

21:67b)

21 :68a)

ava1 soldiers unspecified; 35,232 of varioub types of sog'ogun.

~-Hwanghae province: 499 men in the Three Guards with their 209 support
\

pers onnel (posol1~~ ); 6,675 regular cavalry and infantry with their

16,190 support personnel; naval soldiers unspecified; 14,182 various types

of sog'ogun

-Hamgyong province (note: none of them men a re required to stand for

duty, sangbon) (end no te ), 1,006 men in t he Three Guards \vi th 1,540

support personnel; 7,079 regular cavalry and infantry\vith their 13,648 support

personnel; unspecified number of naval soldiers; 14,712 ~rious types of

-~~ P'yong'an province (note: none of them have to stand for ~ty)(end note)

832 men infue Three Guards with their 1,262 support personnel; 5,243

regular cavalry and infantry with their ~~iH 9,018 support p~ssonnel;

an unspecified number of naval solc.liers; and 14,501 various wpes of sog'ogun.

--Grand dotal: 10,527 members of the Three Guards (note: service households

an their support personnel combined come to 15,604

-56,175 regular cavatry and infantry (service households and support

personnel combined comes to 183,258)

-an unspecifie number of naval soldiers

~1 ,92~f vari ous types of so~'ogU0

('1Y O..J~ TOTAL OF THREL GUf\RJ)S, R.2GU1A~ ~OLiJI';;RS AiID "OG'CGUN: 228,630;

total of service househol s plus support personnel: 360,790)

(inden ted note: YUlgok reported to King 30nj0, saying: "ThlE"Ee is

much that is lacking in the laws and systems of our country. It is

just that we have established the official posts of pyongsa and susa ~

(prO'\incial army an\i navy cornman ers), ch'omsa, manho, and k\vOn,gwan(--1t(!;: )

etc., hut we have not provided them with salaries an~ uPke~T' s sa~ses (~~~

h h h d f h
· t \i~ W4I . tJLth -;t em to get w at t ey nee rom t e~r roops, an ~5t e

evil practice whereby the border officers (py~ngjang~.~ ) ex~ funds

(from the local populace)
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423, 21:68a) i. (from the local populace). La\lS and institutirn s have ~radually become

lax, and avarice and tyranny have EBERmR in turn (come to) flourish. ndd

to this the fact that the selection of officials has not been done fairly

(pugong (f Ih ), (so that) miilitary conunanders who (know nothing) but

how to make loans (Ch'aeksu~~~~ ) make their appearance ooxe after

the other (ch~p-mu ?i-~). And so people openly say that such and

such a garrison conunander's post is Hath so-much, and such-and-such a

redoubt official's post is valued at so much. These types (of officers)
(plunder, rob from)

only know how to fleece their troops in order to benefit themselves, and

that is all. ~ In addition how would they be concerned (about anything)?

And the soldiers \vho find long tours of duty on defense (YUbangt~ )
and

~ as burdensome voluntarily/pay cloth in order to avoid military duty are only

too happy to go along wi. th them (the unit commarrl ers). Those who do stay

in the garrisons are forced to perform se~ice that they find hard to bear

and are made responsible for paying for costs that they find difficult to

manage. It's (like) being fried and sinunered in the flames of their

m.;n fat. (1~~~l~\t ) . People (after all) are not

wood and stone, so \lho wouldn't look out for his Oliln \.;elfare (in a sttuation

like this)? find when they see other people avoiding military se~ice and

resting at ease in their own homes, there is no one who wouldn't long for

rtiZ.~ )(this a too) and alba emulate this behavior. If too many people

avoid military service and the garrison and redoubts become empty (of miiitary

personnel), then this will induce the people \.;ho live nearby (the garrisons)

and to borrow other people's names and have substitutes checked off \vhenever

inspectim s are made (by officials) to ferret out cor:wption." The officials

who make the rounds on inspection only inspect the numbers, and that is all they

even though paying

checks to see if the numbers are XRXXdo. Hho is there (among t

true or false? ~i~~
is more convenient (to people) than performing military service, they

still find this difficult to do, and for this reason if they performk military
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423, 21;68b) service a couple of times their families become impoverished (~~ )
I\.:::;\ ~

and unable to support themselves, and the begin to ta e flight (from their

villages) one after the other. And in the next year when an inspection

is made of the military registers and people are forced to assume military

duty, then their whole clans in their villages are forced to assume military

service. 'nd then when the whole clan absconds, the burden is placed

on the relatives of the relatives. The calamaity has spread like weeds so

that there is no limit to it and in the future it will get to the point

where the people will have no seed (children) left over. Only thero-called

money-chasing military .fficers (Ch'aekSUjat~~~) 'ill be both satisfied

and will get their way; they will load all the goods they have obtained on

)carts) and return home \vith them and shO\I1 off to their wivesxU and concubines.

And those poor people who have become wealthy will offer bribes to powerful

persons (families), also in the hopes of gainbng promotion or appointment
(chlan)

to office; and those who are base (in status) \l1ill become noble (kwi).

Those people who discuss thiS problem at the present time x do not think
this evi1Kj

of reforming (abolishing)xiE; they only are concerned about the fact that

the quotas of troops for military service are not being filled. In my

humble opinbon, even though the troop quotas were filled, if thid evil

situation were not reformed, then the effect would be no more than adding
amount cloth (collectee by the)

(to the nwmkKx of)/border military officers (pya~jang), and that would be all.

MEX~KiKxxixk~ How \~uld it have anything to do with gtrengthening military'~

defense? This is the first bad thing (evil). (that has to be reformed). ~
'(When) (felt)

It is not/necessary for either naval or land troops (soldiers) to remain

on defense duty (on duty for defenseive purposes) in the places where they
and they are

live, x~~ mK~ either DE moved several days a\vay or a thousand li a\l1ay,

and not used to the water or land (local conditions) they get sick, they

either suffer from the exploitation of their commanding officers or from

the lowes teem in which they are held by local soldiers (t I obyong.....' p.. ).
~J- , ..

They are yoked, suffering from cold, and starving and mi~s the time (to till th~
fields).
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i423, 2l:68b) It is evern worse for the soldiers from the south who have to go on duty

along the northern frontier. They get thin and emaciated and their faces

are lacking in color. If they happen to meet up with enemy cavalry,

~ven if they should want to take flight from them, they eire not able to do

so (don't even have the strength to run away) but just sit there and get

slaughtered. Hmv much less hope is there that they could draw a bow (~st
and check the enemy( IS advance)? I have heard that when the cavalry soldiers

from ~NX Hwanghae province go on duty in P'yonglan province, the expenses
(tanH of duty)

424, 21:6aa) for one trip is necessarily no less than 30-40 plil of cloth. 30-40 plil

of cloth is ~ equal to the production of several village ~amilies. If one

tOUr of duty uses up the production of several families, how can they

avoid being impoverished and taking flight? Tras is the second evil.

The la\-J providing for the military registers to be compiled very 6 years

has been abandoned and is not carried out. In kyech'uk year (Myongjong 8,

1553) (it was ordered) that all those left out by the fa lure to compile

the military ax registers for such a long period of time be investigated.

Those offici& s who received orders to do thiS felt that if they did an

urgent and strict job, it would be well done (able). (The result was) that

in the chu and hyon (districts), they were influenced (by thiS attitude)

and were only afraid lest they not be up to it (do a qUick NmEt job). They

only thought that in making the inves.tigations t hey might l~ave someone out,

and they did not give a thought to the fact that by peremptorily (in a rushed,

careless manner) enrolling someone for military service, they mighr ~

be bequathing future wroblems (for these people). AS a result all the

beggars were enrolled (on the military rosters), and even the name of

chickens and ogs were put on the military registers. And in no more than

one or two years, a±i the vast majority of these registers became worthless

~or action
records. -t the present time it is over 20 years isince this/was done--

ca. l575?), and the deficiencies (mi~sing men) in the tropp quotas is still

worse than it was in 1553, and the small numbers of idle able-bodied males is
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dumplings without flour?

investigating troops for

424, 21:69a) also worse thaxn it was in XN 1553. No matter how much skill is used in

:~~~~~~~~:::b::e::n:a::me
with regard to those who have been ferreted out (for military service),

if they are not small children, then they are beggars, and if they are not

beggars, then they are aristocrats (SajOk~..J~)(SOns of the yangban--
~,

Pyongyang, IV, 147), so could Xke~XRxfKKk there in f ct be a few idle

able-bodied males (available for military service)? ~ven if we were to

bureaus to which these men

for them, and at odd times

register troops for military service at the present time, in no time at

at all we would have compiled empty (worthless) registers. It is not that

the Hinistry of \.]ar is not aware of this, yet no matter how much they

think about it, still their only response is that you have to recuuit more

men for service, and this is ~xmnmmmEmxm~an extreme case of their

falure to consider the right "Jay of doing it and the situatioo that exists.

This is the third evil (that has to be reformed).

There are very many categories of commoner labor service in the capital

and provinces, so many that one cannot list them all, but among these those

that ~re said to be the most onerous type of labor service are the ChOye~ ~)

nad najang ~'z.-~ ) and other de rks • In these cases. too. 11 one can~~
compeBsate for actual labor service by paying cloth, and that is all. The

are ataached also use other men to substitute

they make extortionate demands on the ch~ri~~l
to pay the fees in lieu of service for those who are supposed to perform duty

(SangCh'aek{t~1~). The chari also have to pay interest on these debts,

and if you calculate the total cost to them, it comes to thre~ times what

the original person would have had to pay (to get out of service). And

for thct reason one man always has to a sume the laborE service tlurdens

of three men, and if there are any who cannot pay for it, then their whole

families are reqUired to pay. This is the 4th evil (trot has to be el~linated).

These 4 evils have not heen rectified up to the present time, and after
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424, 2l:mi69a) a fev more years (go by), even the best of men would not know what to do

about it. I humbly hope that the king will carry out a reform of the

010 system chanha kyongjang lwlu< kUje~1 ~t~J )and establish

new regulat~ons. ~ And in addition to the

grain carr~~d on the accounts of the administrative towns where the ppuvincial

2l:6Bb) army and navy commarders and garrisons and redoubts are located,we should

grant more than enough rations for the pyonjang (border comma~ers). And

if the grain in the adm. towns (,vhere they a re located) is not sufficient,

then we should collect it from adjacent distri~ts to make sure that the border

commanders have enough to support themselves X what they need and are without

deficiencies (shortages). And we should make sure that the laws and system is

strict in terms of the length of cloth (measures) and the measures of grain

to see to it that they cannot extort (anything) from their soldiers. \Je

should only see that they train the troops, keep the \leapOns in gadd shape

and instruct and train the smxg cavalry in shooting the bow and arrow.

The provincial army and navy commanders and those wfficials who make the rounds

inspecting (the troops and garrisons?) ,vill not only callout the names and

check to see who is missing (from the rosters, ranks); they must also inspect

the weapons and test the cavalry in shooting to see if they are well trained

or not, and make promotions or dismissals on thiS basis. If, as before, they

extort funds from the troops and release them from duty (komch'aek pangjol

~~), and it is discovered, then they should be dealt with under the

laws for embezzlement. ~

As for the l&\iimm Ch' oo>sa~'-it ), 'lanhoc$f ), hwon'gwan~~ )

and other (military officers), irrespective of whether they are (from, in)

the south or notth; from a far-off distance or nearby, all of them should

be assigned a military post and should be given salaries for the support

of their .vives and sons (children). And ,vhen such men are given t heir first

appointment, you must select the right men (for the job), and after they

are selected they should re investigated (reviewed) five times and should have
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424, 21:69b) to pass all five inspections (reviews), and then they should (be promoted)

from the post of Kwon'gwan to ~~nho, and from ~~nho to Ch'omsa, and from

Ch'omsa they should be appointed to a 6th rank post in the Tongban (eastern

fiie--civil admmmistration). If, in these 5 reviews of their performance,

someone should scroe "middle" (in grade), then he should just be shifted

to another garrison of equivalent (rank) and should b not be promoted to

a higher post so that he would be made to think about his previous (performance?,

standards?) (so that he should be made to rely on his preiious standards?).

will be urged to be diligent. And when they go to the garrison to serve

on defense uty, they must command troops from the adm. district (wherhe

they are located), and only when the troops in the district are not numerous

enough should they be allowed to designate other troopr from neighboring

districts. nd aX in the places where they serve on defens duty, all other

kinds of commoner labor service should be done away with; the only form

of labor service to be riEtained is service on defense in the ~rrison

(YUbang~~), so that K9(they men) will not be used on labor at ~r off

distances. And they should divide the men into shifts (pan) which w'ill
(commanders)

be rotated on and off duty, and when the mlM are on duty i n the garrison,
(their clerks)cause :twr

xkR~ will not haxR the slightest additional expenses to pay whic~ w~l~~

(the people's) and when (the~ are
exhaust xkK~ stre gth or damage their finances; NEXXNXtXxXkH~Rused

l
as the servants (saryong) tt the garrison commanders, they will only carry

and water ....
firewood/and do nothi~g else. They will not be given anything else to do

so that they will be made to devote all their attention to training in the bow

ana practicing shooting. And in the case of the xx cavalry from Hwan~

[

province \~O serve on military duty in the north, then the king will

order thiS abolished. If the~e-~~o~ld b~-~e~;'~-;;th~defense of the frontier

might be lax (weak), then the magsstrates along the seacoLst should be

ordered to instruct the people and train t hem in shooting; they should

test them once every 3 months in shooting arrows, and give rewards to those
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424, 21:69b) who hit the target the most times. Those who are the best t\VO times should

have their family maambers exempted from military service. In the case

of soldiers who score best 5 times, they should be made special

supp lementary kun' gwan (~l~noncoms? ). and (the magis trates) s hou ld

select from among them those who have knowledge and are suited for leading

21:70a) the troops and memorialize their names to the t- ijJ.j::,try of Har and make

them supplementary (candidate?) kW~n,gWan(~It( ). and by this means

test vlhether a man can be used in office or not. In the case of public

or private slaves, then memorialize (report) their names and give them

special permission to be exempted from slave status. If they are private

slaves, then provide a price which is more than (their market) value to their

masters (pmnju~~). If the system is done like this, then the number of

those who score highest 5 times will be extremely rare (few), ~ and yet

all the people along the frontier \vill be coroerted into crack troops.

If there &1 Ol1dld be some emergency long t he frontier, then every man

will be able to Save himself and \'1ho would there be uho \vould not do his

best (give his all) in fighting?

j-ith re",ard to tlle troops serving Oll duty, the officials in charge of them

should &so from time to time examine them in military skills and report

the best of them and recommend them for awards. Those who score the best 5 times

should be given special supplemental posts and promoted to the pst of

kun1gwan in the garrisonax and forts near where they' live, making sure

that they have the desire to be \vell trained i 1 their occupations.

And when it comes to resigstering soldiers, one should strive to obtain

real soldiers and not just haphazaruly fill up the (quotas of troops) with

i le able-bodied males. nnd in the case of those who are not yet 15 years of age,

they should 0 ly record their names aId cha (capping names) and ages on a special

register and make them

on the (regular troop)

rosters ~

wait until t hey~ age before they are entered

rosters. l~iFgars should be stricken from the

"~\~ 1~~
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p.424, 21:170a ) As for the military registers in the district towns, for the time being

retain the old figures (quotas) and just record those few names of those

positions not filled anu ordered the magistrate to afford the local

people some ease and security so that they will work aN herd and will not

be lazy, and then whenfue opportunity affords itself they (the magistrate)

will find people to fill in the mlitary service rosters, and without

setting any time limits the (required number of soldiers) will all be filled.

Furthermore, every six years there usually must be a re-recording (of the
sudden (unexpected)

military rosters) to see to it tm t there ia no fear of/confusion

(cha,gjol so~~. If pou should be conc~rned that there will

not be enough soldiers and you will not be able to perform the service

required of a given place, then you can reduce the quotas of on-duty soldiers.

And if there a still are not enough, then you can reduce the ~uotas of troops
in areas

/that are less important for defense. And if there still are not enough, then
from the south

you can reduce the number of troops/who&e supposed to serve on station

on defense during the winter months .xHxkkexxmlXkxi i nd if t here still are

not enough, then you can exempt half of the inaantry who pay a cloth fee

(instead of service?) and use them to fill in the missing slots of those

soluiers who must serve in the garrisons on ~efense. Once the system of

XRxxmxmimxgx service in the garrisons (forfue troops) on defense has been

freed of the evil of extortion and tyrannical treatment, then the infantry

soldiers will also not behave like people trying to hide from fierce tigers.

As for the so-called choye and najang and other clerks, it is not

necessary that each of them be assigned to an agency; you can abolish all these

names (titles) and change them into infantry \lho \\li11 pay a cloth fee (nap kap'o

) to the Ministry of '.Jar. The Hinistry of \-Jar will calculate the

numbers of men needed to stand for service in each bureau and prOVide

the cloth fees (to them), so that the chori &~1i:
irregular demands made on them (for service), and thete will no logger

h 1 · ~h ~ople where they have to pay 3 times what isbe suc tyrannica exact~ons on ~ e ~
due.
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424, 21:70a)

21:70b)

This is the grand outline of the gest policy for military

administration. The objective of these five proposals is to guarantee

the ease (security) of the peoihihe (anmin~~), in general, like this,

the details of the proposals only have to be put before the king and enacted,

and aX that is all.~~

(Yulgok) also said: thing to do is

to take care of (raise) the peopee. Since ancient times up to the present,

I have never heard E where anyone has been able to raise (train) soldiers

~
without being able to nurture the people. (In the state of I.IU ~ ), the

army of Fu-ch'a '*'- )(was so strong) that there was none that

could match it throughout the world, but the reason why that state in the end

was ruined (fen chi kuo che{t:j::Ii*)was because they did not nurture
~yangmin, guarantee the livelihoods~
(take care of) their peopee. At the present time the strength of the people

has already been axhauste , and there are murmurs of grievances in the

f our quarters of the country (\111:5 ~~. ). If a great enemy

(were to make htK its appearance), then even though we had Chu-kuo (Liang~~~~
sitting there making our strategy or Han HSin(~~~ ) or Pai Chi(~~)

couldn't do anY~i~g about it
to command our armies, we still wouldn't know what to do. And this all

stems from the fact that the distribution of burdens among various types

of soldiers is not equal. Thoslf \vho are at rest (have les,:> burdens) are

someNbat able to guarantee (their own livelhhood), while those who have

heavy burdens have to abscond. A1d when they abscond, their whole families

are exploited and poisoned XxXE until it develops into a tragic situation. And

what is the worst thing is that whole Villages have become empty (ghost towns)

because of this. In my opinion we should select worthy and allie men and

establish x a bureau to be entrusted with charge of the miiitary regEtters,

to move and shift the burdensome and easy service and make the military

service burdens uniform (among all the people). And in the case of soldiers

who have absconded and are missinT~f~~ore than three years, fill their

places \vith idlt able bodied maleJl~1anJt'>ng) to take their place. It

is necessary to see to it that all the various types of soldiers are able to
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424, 21:70b) secure their own suppott (livelihoods) and N be without fear that (the offidals)

will extort payment from their families (relatives). Thus after the

(new) bureau (in charge of the military registers) is established, then

discharged abolished (the reborm) and returned to the old system.

who came from mountainous regXns wanted to become land soldiers, w~le

were changed, but the man who held the post of governor after Yulgok was

At the present time in our countryto King 8onjo, saying:Yulgok reporte

the land soldiers who lived along the seacost wanted to become naval soldiers.

Yulgok requested this in a mevrial to the throne, and the two types of soldiers

war horses are very precious, and if ~~~kmSxNRthere

should be some incieent requiring the mobilization of the troops and hoxses,

XHKpGmaiE~ those app~Dnted to take charge of affairs can investigate

~d study (the registers?)."

l..]hen Yulgok was governor of HV/agghae province (Haeso), the naval soldiers

1

we would only have infantry, and that would be all. How could we stand

up to an enemy if they had cavalry an all we had was infantry? At the
(grazing grounds)

present time we have registers listing horses on islands, but XR they do not

exist in fact, and (their numbers) are shrinking by the year and month.

Even if we should not want to intentionally lose them,~ these horses are

scattered everywhere throughout the islands and are no different from field

beasts (wild horses?). They cannot be used in an emergency. In my opinion,

those soldiers in the capital and provinces who are good at riging and

shooting should be examined for talent and the best of them should be

) of their home district will also

) of

Ohutil~ (em

grounds to select

And the Tosa~j
equivalent to t he present-day

selected and sent to the horse grazing areas.

their pr0tnoee (subnote: this post is

subnote) an the kamgwan (~~ ,i;?
'3J-h

supervise this and send the soldiers to the graZing425, 21:71a)

those horses most suitable for military use, and in the order of their

qualifiaction distribute them (to the troops), record their ages, the color of



military system -169 -pyongje

425, 21:71a) their coats, how big they are, and how tall they are, in feet and inchea.

Three copies of the record will be made. One si. will be sent up to the

Ninistry of Ivar; one will be sent up to the sabOkSi(~ft%- ), and

one will be kept in their home magistrate's (yamen), and the troops will

be required to take care of their own horses. Every year in the winter,

in the capital the Saboksi and in the provinces the home district ~ (mag~trate)

will investigate to see if the horses are fat or thin, and on this basis

give out rewards or punishment. If a horse dies, it will be reported to

the official who will investigate the cause of death. If the horse dies

before it is 5 years old, then (the soldiers) will be r~quired to pay for its

value. If it dies at an age older than 5, then the soldiers will not be

required to pay for it. '\·;hen war occurs, then the registers will be

inspected and horses mobilized to be fighitng (war) horses. If the

person (in charge of thek horse) is to join the army, then he will be allowed

to take his own hosse with him. If things are done like this, then the

horses on grazing grounds on t he islands \vill not be useless, md when E \'Jar comes

we will:i have horses (to fight with). And if we are to buy Chinese and Nuchen

horses, we should KKK also use this method and distribut them to the soldiers,

so that. those who engage i 1 military odcupttions \vill have no fear that they won't

have horses, and the state will have the wherewithal to meet emergencies. 1I

~~~ChOChUng-bOng(~) returned from a mission to China and

~ submitted a R report on t~1kethods for military traning in which he said:

Our states methods of military training (\volmu chi pop~~Lit )are

not.carried out several ~ times uuring the year, and even when we do conduct

/

training (exercises), the ranks of the troops are not clear and the

banners and urums are not in order, and anyone who observes (the trining)

would think that they are only like children playing games. If it is like .. , ~

this during peacetime, what could we do during wartime? even though we ~~

he vaa'~~iring soldiers on duty to traning in shooting ~ \3 ~~~
~ €a mOIlth r), the officia1s~ in charge of training commonly only receJ.ve~.

WvN
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Officials provide &KH~~xm~Xkxx the funds

425, 21:71a) K~RR a piece of paper from the absentees and there ~ absolutely no training

in the methods of shooting the bow and arrow. If thici is the way it is

in the capital bureaus, then who can we hold responsible in the provinces?

In my humble opinioil, even though mx our court should want to conduct training

on a dily basis, the situation is such that we are not able to do so.

Geenrally speaking, the military system of China is such that xNRxmxmxmxmmmR'

~1 xkaNJIlRm~~krrildlmxmlqlxmmi.~~tHKRK it provides

I~~~ soldiers with/yojong~:tl~~ :estra personnel, support personnel) in both

/~ the capital and provinces.

'/ for (purchasing) a horse. (subnote: That is 15 liang of silver. If the

man in charge of taking care of the horse dies, then half the cost of the

horse is received (from that man's family?) and given tofue yojong (support

personnel) who take care of the horse in the deceased manls place, and the

officials prOVide the other half of the cost to the yojong.)(end subncte)

An in addition they prOVide food and cloth. (subnote: One soldiers receive~s

two KktXRN and one-half chien of cash and in winter, 1 p'il of cloth. From

fall to spring they prOVide 3 ch'ien for foduer for the horse.)(end subnote)

rhe officials prOVide all the armor, bows and arrows, and spears and swords,

and for thiS reason both soldiers and horses are well prOVided for, and

weapons are sharp and in good order, and the men engage~ in military

training every day ~ so that there is no concern about the state of the

21:71b) army (military).

In our dynasty (by contrast), the soldiers only have one or two support

personnel (poin), and either they are unable to provide for their horses,

equipmrent and weapons, for everyone l~s to provide his own items. At times
borrows equipment from

when inspections are conducted, everyone KKK commonly xatiRKXNR someone else,

ana if they cannot do so, then they pay a few tu of rice to the clerks, and

by this means what does not exist is treate as if it did exist.

s for the men who stand for regular duty in the 3pecial Royal Guards

(PY~lSiWi~!\i1\~), even though they have their salaries, they are not given

(\vha t is de them).
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425, 21:71b) ~'Jhat they are supposed to receive at the beginning of winter they have

not yet received by the spring. s for the soldiers in the provinces, after
to (the capital)

they serve on duty it is difficult for them/stay around/waiting (to get

paid, for the next training period \vhen they ,.,auld get paid?). "nd so they

have to sell off (their horses) for 1 s~k when (the horse) woul normally

bring 4 sok (of rice), anu then they return home, and yet they still

are concerned about starving. How then could they E~± keep their

horses in the capital in order to 'Jait (for the next) training session?

The fact that they have to use up their grain rations and hire horses is

because the situation rna 'es it necessary for them t 0 do so. It is the

custom of our eastern (lanu) that we make (the soldiers) responsible for

provi ing thei r own food and dri k, and there is not a place ,.,here this XK

evil does not prevail, but it is RXRX» even worse for the soldiers. AS for

how many times the practices of siliae (~*-- :newcomers?). chimy~n

(~{( :being acquainted with one another?). and hYa"llmi(~r~ :

the taste of home town food?) occur, I EXlll don't know how many times (they

happen);fl (?). nd without even \~!xn x waiting for the commanding officers

to make extortionate demands, (the soldiers) are forced tonake payments

to subordinate officers like the~ p'aecuftf~_ ) and changmu(~~l
The (soldi~ss) have to se)l off their land and bankrupt their families, end

still it is not enough. Only after we ave first abolished this evil will

the problems of the soldiers be slightly relieved.

In those places where there are a lot of slaves attached to the

provincial cornman erst gaxxtx head uarters and garrisons, you can use them

to carry fiee\.,ood and water and take care of the kitchen (mess) kXXXH. I

nlso you can divide up and distribute the price of the horses of the kun'gwan

(\~ ~ ) and privately release them from military serviee in order to

collect (from them?) funds for clothing. Definitely if ycu use soldiers to take

charge of carrying firewood and water and taking care of the cooking (kitchens),

their burdens will be too hard to bear, and for this reason you should hire

men to do this at double the wages to take their places.
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425.x~i;8 21:71b) Those who

horaehair hats

the spare time

do not stanu for duty as s~s~t~t.~ will either weave
f.~ JrJ:;, ~ ~ \il. r(tla

~"'lm~ )or weave ~h nets, so how could they find

for training in shooting the bow and arrow? It is necessary

(therefore) to s ee to it that soldiers :t do not act as substitutes for the

do not make provisions and regUations (reforms) and are only concerned about

exclusively for shooting and riding. If with regard to these kinE of evils we

And what is) .

diligence in trmning, then the resentment of the soldiers will grow

labor service of slaves, for only if they do not can they use their labor

greater day by day, and on thex contrary, they will suffer harm.

II.'!!::-' Yu s~ae(iI'~i!bl!:yU ,~ng-nYong~~ ~ ,author of the Chingbirok

(/I¥!.-~t~ ), active dueing the Imji"l! waesHPyongymg, IV, p.395J

in his ch~nsu kitli(~\~li:FUndamentals of 11ilitaey Defense) said:

" l'fith regard to military methods (pYOngbOP~~ ), the most important thing

is the formation of the troops into ranks (sag I 0 ~~'l
meant by this so-called IIformation af troops into ranks" (soglo) is dividing

them up into numbees <quotas, punsu~~). For t~ ee.ason a fonner

Confucian scholar said that the reason why Han HSin(~ i~ :famous general

of the Han dynasty) was able to manage troops better the more he had of them

21:72a) was only because he clearly divided them into numbers (quotas). ~un-tzu

(~. '2 ) said: "You control large numbers (of troops) like you control"j(f, 'J
small numbers, and you do it by dividing them into numbers (small units).

lpunsu). In our country we do not have even one general who knows the method

of forming soldiers into ranks and dividing them up into numbers (units)

~:s (soglo punsu~~~). And eve_y time there is ,a ,.,,~r (fighting), the

s oldiers are good at scattering (taking Jlight\~~2..J~vt.. ).
How sa.Ji:u lAnd hmv extreme the confusion. In general, what is meant by forming the

soldiers into units (soglo) means that the Guards (wi) will conunand the

PU(i.3 :un~ts), a nd the pu \vill conunand t he banners (ki~), a nd the ki will conunanc
~~mpal1J. es .7'...

the tae (~ ) and the tae \vill command the sqUadS(o\~ ). No matter

whetm r the number of troops you are daaling with is a thousand, ten thousand,
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425, 2l:72a) a hundred thousand, or a million, if you do not use the method for

subdividing them into (hierarchical) units (Puns~~ and bind them

into a tight organization sox tha t ~ rex is no confusion, then hmv will you
and how can you move a nd use them?

be able to get all of them to carry out mxKx commands? But if the division

of the troops muto (hierarchical units) ~ (punsu) is made cle~, then it

\-lill be like ,.hen the meshes of a net are tiEiEl together so that a single

net is sufficient to control 10,000 meshes (squares?); or like when

the branches of a tree are connected to the roots so that one root

is sufficient to link together 10,000 branches. Forfuis reason, if one

regiment (sa ~ commands 5 companies (ch '0\~ ), then you only

have to issue orders to 5 people (company commanders). And when one company

commands three banners (ki), and one banner commands three platoons (tae~t ),

then you only have to issue orders to three men, and that is all. If one

platoon (tae) commands 2 squads (0J(~ ), then you only have to issue orders

to x S men (5 men in a squad?~; 5 must be garbled for 2, 2yongyang IV, p.1S3

translates this as 2 men; Han, p.150 says 5 men, as in the text).

The more the men that have to be commanded, the more minute are the subdivisions

(of the units), and the more subdivided the units, the more refieed (efficient)

is your ability to maintain surveillance over them. ThLs is the main principle

(kangn~Ong·6:\~,-) of the method of (organiZing) soldiers (pyongbop ~....11 ).:"~..J(J ~i if

Therefore, in peacetime/you use this in order to commandthe soldiers,

then bothilie officers and men will be tied together and it will be easy

to tr· in the~m. And in aartime (whe they go out to meet the enemy), if

you use (these principles of organization) in leading them to battle,

theyr k arms and fingers ,.ill be so intert'vined that no one '·lill either

lag behind or get too far ahead. And only when things are like thiS, ~

can you say that you have a well-ordered army (cholche chi sa~1r~\~.~
Among the 6enerals of today, there is not asingle man who knows how to do this.

AS for the so-called court officials (chog,van) and yangban, those who

have a s light knowledge of x shooting the bmv are called kun I gwan(\~~
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425, 21:72a) (military officers) and they are gathered at theta» tents (of the generals

in t he field) and are only assigned duties of assisting the commanders or

running erra ds for them, and that is all. ~ndvhen it comes to the troops,

in all cases their magistrates (in the towns where they live), when the

time comes (when necessary, temporarily) mobilize them for Xa duty and

send them off. Basic'lly they do not k ow anything about fighting, and

they have no units, such as tae, 0, ki and c hlo(~~l~1-t.t~) to

which t hey are attached. They are in con£usicn and ~vithout order, make

a big racket (noise) and(ruan around) in confusicn, not knowing what to do

with their hands, feet, ears or eyes. And then all of a sudden these men

are place in the midst or arrows and stones where they have to fight to the

death and ( re ordered) to give their all in fighting and gaining a victory

over the enemy. Is this not i deed difficult (impossible)?

The method for organizing troops (soglo) is to be found in the Chi-hsiao

hsi -shu( ~tJ;1J~i ), which is extre:ely clear in what it says

about this. If men of will can get a hold of this book and can copy it

in organizirg the troops, then ~vith regard to the \vay of moving soldiers and

checking the enemy. * their thoughts v,lill exceed by half (~vhat t hey need

to do the job?).)(endnote)


