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kisaeng and actors -1- sokp'yon, sang

p.490, 25:29a)

25:29b)

l..II0 It' /~, c.:.
Abolish all the ch'ang~i (~jit :kisaeng) and yorak(..-,::::~_ :female

musicians, actvesses?) in the capital and provinces. (note: Do away with

a~l the registers of kisaw1g (kijOk~ ) and make sure that all of them

.~ -+-
have d~signa.ted_husbands IDtg (chongbup~ ), and do not a:l~w them

~

to play m~.~:i:.c. If one has to kaM:2X entertain people wit~use a £.etty

official to ~HxfEXmXmHKXK get musicians (kong'in:r:~ ) to do it. \~en----
envoys or guests arrive and there is anyone whJ. a~before gets kisaen~ .~J~

(ch' onch' im fm. 1G -- HHM1, 1:71J-, ~f UV:::> IJ!9Wfi
to offer them wine, play music or go to bed wi\1f t ern, both host and

guest will be dismissed from their posts and have his name expunged

(from the list of officials).)(end note)

indented: Kisaeng were established as tools to seduce men into

lust :nd :~r,,-vi~Z (~~ZJ1;;..,~ :£81~ ;J1:~ Nothing

could be worse than to transform an entire age (generation) and lead------ ttt lisL
it in the direction of debauchery and profligacy (? honmi ~ r3~).

According to the Li-chi, IIIn the courtyard of an official (office) youadon't talk about "OOIen." If even talking about women is prohibited, .. Aif.-
how much more so (worse) is having intimate relations with them (ab'il1\f -S?

In ancient times from the court ...'t :e ;~-mi~f~~~ : th~~u-,,~.she
~A,:l:-and the tsung-miaol~~J down to the offices of officials,

the all~ayS and bywas (in the streets), all matters pertaining to

government and education, laws and carunands, clothing, foodand drink,
institutions practiced

and music were/g~KR in accordance with t'ien-li (Heaven's prin~iples),

and for this reason every peron practiced these matters and were at ease
......._---

in their customs, and ka~KfuRclgmxwithout thinking about it

every day did what was good and kept \vrongdoing (crime) at a distance.

-----_._--

the court and the official yamen down to theIn la'ter

of the towns
ignQ~

became totally ~HXXKM«xMK~kKax~

all regulations and institutions ~XR

(~uch'a~ ). Horeover, it only

). And for thishuman desires (inyok

happened that people sought what was convenient to them on the basis of
----- - - l1' ..

chi ch' wi pl~n ~ ~~~2JWz{~
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p.490, 25:29b) reason, even those people who practiced these matters (government,

laws, music etc) and \'lere at ease in their customs also began to
,--

flow day b~ day into eyii, aNMxwmXW~XmxmxmXm~miXxbut they did

not realize what was happening. This \vas the reason why the (moral)
~-~ ---..-......_....- ...,....,-----_."----

way of the age fell into xmmfHxXEN filth (WUn ), and confusion----

25:30a)

grew more and more by the day. Even though they used xmtxx strict
--- ,-- ----, , 0- , -~--

punishments and lcf ty la,vs (chiln-fa J.7~~), yet still they \vere not
I~'''''-------'~-' ~-..--_.........---~ ...-.."" ......
able to prevent people from entering into wrongdoing (crime).~ If

/.-'

a ~right k" g were to appear, he ~Duid be a obliged to rectify everything,

and what more so than the practice of having kisaeng and musicians---._-- -
in official quarters leading people into depravity?

Some might say that: In the reign of our Changhen taewang (Sejong)

there ,Jas a discussion at court about abolishing official kisaeng.

Everyone said: He ghEk~~~N~~~~ :pyongy~~~~~~--~o: ~~g'am. 2nd SC
_____ vvi strongly

under Sejong) is a courageous and upright man; he definitely will/advocate
.----

this. Then they asked Ho Chu, and he disapproved (of the suggestion),

saying: 'tThere is nothing wrong with taking (using?) goods that belong

the government (officials). (kwanmul ch'Vli chi mUbang\~~~aaltt).
If you abolish them, then court officials young in age Vlhen they

t
{ are guests in the prQU~ces will definitely will do corrupt things

• J
I

and risk (xh punishment) by seizing (women?), and will fall into

criminal action~ For this reason (because of He Chu's opposition)

the discussion at this time came to an end. He chu was a manxEX famous

minister and his opinion must have been the result of what he had seen.

\ \ To this I would reply that if man's feelings and desires are let

~\ \ lo~se (not restrained), then they become even more lustful (burning)

(,(vti~r.~~z)~~~J~ ------ ). _t I have

heard is that KKK you use rites (li) t03estrain the 9find; I have

rnever heard that you put a stop to~e by leading people i\~1fRx to

JLesire (what they~).(~~~Lfl~ij~j'*~~~U:1'1).
Man's desire always originates from what he sees or hears; it was for this
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p.490, 25:30a) reason that the ancients (ancient people) had to respect appearances

(gave respect to what other people could see of their own behavior?

\
• r

25:30b) xX~ Then they ~:ta~inHmxmimtluQqdq'jlXill~1l1Dm~pour out the \vine

and urge them to dripk (yu Chi~~, and they Pl:y music to arouse them
~j,. ::- tell them,:lt "These women are h~use kisaeng (panggi)
(t I iao-chih -1!t V· They xai.XxXFum"RXw.IDlM.N~X.(1b-It.~ :XElElRlXlllEmRFJ.

the house kisaeng), and they openly have them sleep \vith them.
,------- using

The envoys and gues ts also say: "There's nothing \vrong \vith taking

(kwanmul ch'wi chi mubang

something that belongs to
,--- -

the officmalx (government) is there?

(~~~iJ-ft·~ :There's nothing

wrong with sleeping with an official kisaeng, is there?), and thus do

not show the slightest reluctance to do so. Because of this they get

dragged by their feelings and mired in their desires which results.------------_.._-_.._-----------------.

exist (if you did not have a system of official kisaeng), and if there

for every man to lead a life at ease and without error if this did not

~ in their doing harm to their conduct of goverl~ent affairs and their

d~i~~O§~~a~;~aChings (\@vl~~~~~ ~'J6l1t>\l~ );
there are so many people who have lost their basic mind (~sim1tl:" :original

~JjC~'- / \::::1
pure ~nd gpod natures?) that I aannot count them all. ~~Ydperson w ose .hA~

" L~ ~ ~L~ cf;Jr;.-) (~ ltHYJ?P~ tt~ ~q/V4 jYtk,,," ~r;~
~oOdneSS) is not r~b~ed from h~because of the ex~stence of this __ .

system (of official kisaeng)~ has to be a superior man. (~l~t__A1p"3- ~
~3T ~~ J:~), but you can't hold every person responsible (for

proper conduct when he is faced with temptation?). It is possible

I
were people who were not able to overcome their desires and seized

(took away, forcibly violated?) the wives and daughters of the people,

falling into criminal and perverse beh"vior, XMKR such would be the lowest of
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p.490, 25:30b) men. Basically it is not worth discussing the (idea, fact) that a state

should establish institutions (system,s laws) and yet not strive to

clarify li (etiquette, proper behaVior, proper moral standards) and

laws (fa) aERXEEX nor strive to rectify men's minds, but (rather) only
/ -

establish in advance these /lItools' for the b~nefit of t~_
=------- --/. aid, relieve (ch'i'~1~ )

lowest (most depraved) of me~ for the purpose of satisfying their private

:~ts. Hmv-:: t:iS principle? (U:l.tJ:j~OW""iS this right?)

~-iitA~tI
If we follow this opinion (that of ~u?), then the love of weaitK--

would also be something that human desire could not do \vithout·'i~).l ./ ~1.{:tf ~

(4~~,iJtk'{i}{,2.Jf'lr1'~~1!~;1~I--Zf~5~~7fvjJ~and~~J ;~*
thus fearing that men might fall into crime (stealing), we might tJ/v ~

1.) J .
construct a system in advance in which there would be nothing wrong

with people obtaining property (wealth) by unrighteous (improper) means

and (having set this up) wait (for the envoys and guests to arrive

to give it to them. (i.e. we might then establish a system where

we rob property from the people and keep it on hand in the magistr~te's

yarnen to give to envoys and guests when the corne for a visit).

p.49l, 25:31a) At the present time even thoug~t the envoys bearing royal orders

who corne to visit the magistrat~ yamen in the provinces are sadaebu
.- _._- --_.------,---

(scholars and officials) in name, but in most cases they are just

people \'1ho carous~ around....... into-"the "!-.ee. hO;S- O~;h~-'m~r~ing-_~ryon~~)~

J;fuen private guests corne to call in the homes of the village streets,Ill---- -
even though they may be the E~ commonest and lowest of types, I have

[

never heard of them staying for long periods of time as guests and

cohabiting with Homen (pHomganja 0tf:-r% It is the situation (i.e.

v! the provia~on_of offi~ia~_~isaeng to visitors) that causes it to be this

:y~ (se ;:yon ~:-~~~~~~~-~o~~~~k -~: it from this point of vie~'I,
then the opinion of He Chu also appears to be a cornmon (worthless) view,

,--

and noone should entertain any doubts about the need to abolish kisaeng

'B --- -----
and female musicians (ch I anggi riff§.~) . Moreover, if one tall fS about the---r
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p.49l, 25:3la) present situation, at a time when in the capital they are selecting

not yet been abolished, the bhaavior of the sadaebu
the s arne as

xikexxNxxxE£ debaudhers and libertines
--r.r-;,

). Hhen th~se flmver gir~s (hwado~r:~

(scholars and officials) is

(h<latn mimi]t1;LrJ '<
are abolsihed and done away with, then this evil will come to an ilmnediate------_._.-- ------- -- --. -. --,,--------

(kisaeng) who have

~~~ EL~recent years when large parties have been held (plungj~ngsi

~ ~ -~ ), they have temporarily brought in kisaeng from the countryside
many

) and xae court officials have fought with and insulted one another in

l their competition over the kisaeng. One can also see how wrong this is.

Moreover, they (the kisaeng) are people, too. The people on top (of society)
..... ""

a criminal action. What xk kind of regulations, what kind of system is this?
-_.-._-_.....- - _.~------_.~--_._---.- -

~-{)te: According to the laws of the ..Qrea t Ming dynas...ty, of~Cial s

and the sons and younger brothers of officials are both prohibited

from being intimate with kisaeng_girls (female entertainers). In our
~--_.._.......

country during the reign of Chungj~n in kimyo year (1519), (kisaeng)
t---.

were once abolished, but then a bunch of people were able to get their
~ ----------~--

III 25:3lb)

1fJ-~-;;----
. \ indented:

~1~
F~~

way and the system was restored.)(end note)
._-~

~~:~e~. At the time we respectfully received an imperial edict (from the
\ .?\

!'ling court) we '1!'ov1.iehFe practice of holding "false mountain'l m parties

(kasan UhUi1~~~~. C&t~t~) ~Jlrrt'I/IId ~ ~t;d,
I note that the practice of holding IIfalse mountainx parties"

originally came from the Hu (~ : Nuchen, Manchu?) customs; not

only is it extremely irr~ar (PU-Chin~~~~,-but it constitutes

a great mistake in terms of the fact that we should respe~~~

(and darry out) an imperial edict. Furthermore we summon~ Uin(~ :

actors, kwangdae--ent~tainers, comedians, ac~bats etc) from the 8 provinces
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p.49l, 25:3l~b and they are kept inthe capital for months on end; they cause the

bankruptyce of the families among k the people, they lead men's minds

astray. To anybody who sees (this), it is obvious that the harm they

do is extremely sericus and not small. Therefore it ought to be

completely abolished.

indented note: Jome might say that even though this is a low

type of game (party) a d extremely irre~ar, it has been a long practice for

us to do thi when receiving imperial edicts (from China). To abolish
arbitrarily, on our m"n authority This is because

thiS all of a sudden would not be convenient. ~Xkk~KXtK

XExXxxXEKR our country has long practiced base customs and has not

yet changed them. It is not something whicht the law codas of China

have, and whether it is abolished or not is not something that the

Chinese court need know about.

Hm"ever, if it is not oonvenient to abolish thiS arbitrarily

then ~'le should prepare a communication setting out the reasons to be
Chinese

sent to the (MX~ court), and then abolish it .)(end note)


