
p.483, 25:15b)

f>'"' .t-d0 aP"~ 1',4\.(£k ?,
marriage ~es -1- -, sokp'yon, sang

(kukka honye :state marriages?)
The state's marriage rites ought to follow the ancient system by

(having people) choose outstanding and~ous (partners in marriage) and

abolish the present ~xaExxKH evil practice whereby all the sons and-
daughters are brought together so that people can take a loak at their
-----~

faces and appearance. (note: I have heard that this matter is also-
not an old custom in our Eastern Country. King T'aejong Vlanted to

,l ,{~ --'- ~
take the son of Yi SOkC~~I!R ) as Puma( ~Yf ~ :his son-in-law), and

he sent the h1in~neteller (p'ansu, k",?"e' ~":':ddleman,_
Chi Hwa (t~:~--\1-) to go and call on him, but Yi Sok was not willing->-

so T'aejong confiscated (ChOk~ ) the household property of Yi Sok.

~ Thereupon he ordered the sadaebu's sons and daughter to gather in the palace

l courtyard where he loomed them over and made his selections. After this,------ ~ - ..

this practice became the standard r c
indented:---- ---
~t the time when Sonjo got married

'---~

submitted a memorial which said: liThe

ic e, it is said. l (end note)
;i; -' 14~ -1-/.

(karye si~fL ), ~('~~)

women that the rulers of old married

were always either the descendants of former sages or the descendants

of virtuous and outstanding men, and the Hay in 'vhich they looked for them
~kking or sleeping

"'as to do no more than to Id say: IINight and day I seek to fin~\mQdest

and c~ornan (yojo sugnyo omae kuji ~~~t1JF~,1t ~~J~~
if I can't find one, then I think about it (give it more consideration)

night andId day, and that is all-II I have never heard that they

gathered (all the young men and warnen) in the palace courtyard in order

J to distinguish between the sup:.ri:.0r and inferior ones as is done a: the---
present time. Evenfuough we cannot probe to the bottom of the reason

for 'vhat has happened in the past, from hO\-l on 've should not rank people

v in accordance "/ith their facial appearance and the magnificence of their
....

483, 25:16a) clothing, and we should not use fortunetellers to examine whether their

:;rtl~ates are lucky or not (Ch'USU~~~examining t~e saju
.....

or four pillars, year, month, day and hour of birth torell fortuntes).

but from the first we should see whether their fathers
and mothers are outstandin&

\
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/

inquire of the Taesin (high officials) and get the ~p. roval of t~ajority

b~~~~_making _-=-.de=-~si-,=-~. And if (this is done), ~n~ the

intention of Heaven and man will in all cases be the same.--------- - - ----
Generally speaking, whether the parents (of a prospective bride)

(are worthy ODlElx not is not something that the king can kno\v about

)if he is locked up deep inside the inner recesses of the palace •.
If he suddenly decides on a list of names without making full inquiry,

then even though his officials may have their opinions, how would they

dare~t hem? & Ever since the s~i (three dynasties of antiquity)

no state has had as correct a system of family la\v (Chia-fat~ )

as Chao ~ung(~ ~'- ). In s~lecting a queen, they reqgired that

inquiry be made of the Ta-ch'en (Taesin; high officials). This is- --- - ------
a fJ. system used in 'Ilater ages ll that is worth emulating. If they

\vaited for all the people of the country to express their opinio ns

scholar-official) make a

and study the Classic of

as marriage ritual), it is not necessary to copy former

We ought to have a Confucian of~cial (YUSirl{~~

broad investigation of the ancient ceremonjles

Ri:S~~i-Ching,1{"~zt ::, the I-li ;(~1~)-------

on the appointment of even one outstanding man to office, or the dismissal
less

of even one \vorthless man, ho~h mmXRxKEXtxkaat«xkk~~N~KxNXXk

I
th2x~RR~~ when searching for a sage woman to be lac~in the most

~xalted position should (the emperor) have made a decision on the basis

of his own views alone? And when it comes to the s ix rites (Pyongyang,

~~~) 4. 297, trans la tes this

~~~~ precedents in all cases.

~

in order to establish a system that can be passed on to later generations,

influel
ced.
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p.483, 25:l6b) -indented continued: In the Jung dynasty, in the ylian-yu(!i Al~ )

(} '1 sr1 I -J.t- ~ l/ \I
~I ·I f year period (1086-1094), Eml'leror Che-tsung( ~ "5d \Vas about to choose
~ ....~ +- an empress -++-.. A
''1/~ 'J}~ ax~«RKN, and Fan Tsu-yU ('£f!0:v) submitted a memorial to HsUan-jen

, II ~ J Qt!~A~J (\~ I--:... t ~ /C).))JJI.l!' \) ~~Vl.~'\.;- :Che-tsung's grandmother, of the Kao( VvV) \;-'Q family)(Pyongyang,

~tuL,~~~4, 298; Han, 4, 355, says the H~Uan-jen T'ai-huang t'ai-houl setting

Ob·'f4p. ~~A1.-® forth four items pertaining to the selection of an empress. T firsB
'11j .}l- 1JJl..... ~.I.v\"f wasx: Clan and surname (choksong J.7k:-'!jJ-J, which means that when the

~ iJ0 ~ t\ J

1 t\ l

descendants of illustrious individuals, or XfXEX failing that, then-- - -- ------ - ..... - - ....
from states of descendants of the female line (of such individuals:

---- - .2J \~ - --
(saenggu chi kuk~ , : saeng()~ ) means sons of one's sis ters, or

son-in-law, or oesonja--descendnats in the female line. Hanhandaesajon, 1041.

ku( ~ ) means ~, a woman's father-in-law, one's father-in-law,

also oesamch'on (borthers of one's mother), also changin or wife's father,

a man's father in-law, ibid., p.~~& 1253) They did not take (a womana)

vr from a 10\V and base family and elevate her to the most respected pos~tion

(of empress). It was for this reason that good fortune was great and they

had many illustrious male descendants.
..k.

The ~point is the v~ttue of the woman (Y~d~k~~1t1. Which means

that during the height of the san-tai period, all (the rulers) had worthy
}

queens, while when these dynasties fell, they all had F~ pi-nU (~~:

depaav~d women as queens). All of these are recorded in the Bookx of

Poetry and the Book of History (Shih-ching, Shu-ching), which are regarded

as perpetual mirrors (for future people to study, take models from).

&fxxH&kt~ for all the states (moui man'guk plyo~The empress is a model

4)-f~$~J~
Hanhandaesajon, 162, see

). In rectifying the 6 palaces (of the
l~~-

qhou-li, Nei-tsai \~ T ), if' a woman is

empress:

not

virtuous, how would she be fitting (to do the job)? With regard to the-------.- ..- - - -- - .

virtue of a woman (kyumunf~ ~ :inner boudoir gates), it is something that



marriage rites -4- sokp'yon, sang
,

-1 J.1J{ ,

v

p.483, 25:l6b) cannot be seen or displayed (readily), so it is necessary to x» look--------
at her (paternal) ancestors and investigate the family laws (chia-fa)
~

of her household and take this into consideration with other minor matters

in order to know (whether she is vitnuous or not).

The third point is high propriety (yungnye~J-~ )(in the behavior

of the woman), which means that the relationship of the Son of Heaven

to his empress is like the relationship of Heaven to Earth, cr the

p.484, 25: 17a)

#f:
relationship of the suE.-!£ t ..!?~oon. Confucius said: lITo go out personally

~
imperial ~ ~k 6=¥J

to mee: ~?n_~with_~~e0_rown on2our h:ad (myonryugvJan 1G\Q hv-ItlJ )
)~ -

is what the vJQrd, C~'in(~Vu:to be close to someone?) really means. II

(~~~JL~ -J:l~uV ~

when ~

At the present time/t he ch~in-wan~(1,~f. ) takes _c:_~fe there is no

ritual by which he treats his bride on an equal level (mu chech'i chi rye

~~ IM2.-fk- Ho,", could be in the Horld that the man alone is respected

and his _spous~2s_~ot (m~e~ Ch:-l'\~l1t~?- \-Jhat I ..oJ ould like

is that the basis of things be rectified and this be used to set a precedent

(model) for the whole Horld (emp::) (i son ch'onhaLA~~~"f). (

The fourth matter is (the necessity) for tbroad discussion (\A~~ ).
In a ncient times ..vhen t he Son of Heaven greeted the empeess, the high

dukes (lords) shang-kung( ~~ ) went to greet her also (i Chih~~)

and the feudal lords took charge (of the wedding). \~hen there ..vas an
~-- -

important matter of state, the ta-ch'en (high officials) had to ~HxKxKipxXH

~~~ be consulted i::::e ('kKtl~A...~ ~~ ).,... J' JIjL -~

~A1-l.In general when they appointed even one high offici~l (chipchong ~~~fJ

or advaced (promoted) even one close official, they had to consult the

\

/ ''-I JrJ,1J ...,- - -1);
\' views of the ..vhole empire (yak hyop ch'onha chi mang ~)..... ,. 11JfJf,-\-2.J~),------
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p.484, 25: 17a) How much more so infue case of establishing an empress who is to

Lbe the mother for the whole empire?" (end of quote from Fan Tsu-yU)

This mGIDrial was severa~ !:h0t:~and _'o,1ords.long. ·-Jhat with fue loyalty

XERXXxHEX rectitude and ardor of his ideas, it can become the model
-----

for later generations. For details, sec the original memorial.

an important matter for the state, the root (foundation) for ten thousand

selects an empress. I submit my humble thoughts on this. Tm. s is indeed

I bow dmvn .KRHxXK.Emi:X receive respectfully the em imperial edict.

The emperor has ordered the Han-lin hsueh-shih( ~~-:t~ -±. ),
the YHH~~~~Xmx~Yu-shih chung-ch'eng

(~~t1-1: ), the Liang-sheng chi-she< ~t ffnk ), the

Li-pu (Board of Rites) and the T'ai-tslang-ShtkSSU(~~~

jointly to discuss in detail the six rituals by which the emperor

text of the memorial--omittee

356-359) This text states:----

~1'~ .[(footnote: This footnote gives th~ complete

~ r ~ .' from the Pyongyang translation, see Han, 4,

~dfiJ

generations, something that is intertwined with happiness and good fortune

(for all), and the first (model) for cultural transformation. Since

ancient times emperorsx and kings have considered it important.

At the present time, what the emperor should first understand is that

k there are four things about \mich he must be cautious. I have,

investigated (what was done in) remote antiquity and have adjusted it

o
(9
®
C!?

25:17b)

(to practices in) later ages in order to aid the emperor's understanding

and I will explain several matters (pertaining to this problem). The

first (of the four matters) is the family and sur~e (choksong)(of the

\'0 men to be chosen). The second is the virtue of the woman; the third is- """"

high etiguette (exalted deportment); the fourth is broad discussion.

(goes on to describe the first item, text the same as already presented

except that he gives a few examples of sage emperors choosing consorts-
i.e. Yellow emperor took the d ghter of

~---
of emperor Yao. Implies that as a result

Hsi-lung; Shun tookfJhe 2nd daughter
;,----'" ( / .tlJ 'JC«.. I q 0{.fV1 '

his descendnats held control of tm



marr:iage rites -6- s okp , yon, sang

p.484, 25:17b) empire for 470 years, and that the descendants of the Emperor T'ang

virtuous wamen to be empresses and models for all

must have a virtuous \t9~n ~~~~press, but since

I t

, "&.,\1/ '. (L
" r .[" nr .,\~;" (,"OJ)

\
(1' 1'-',' ,,(. .y.j 1-

~

25:18a)

\

(of Shang?) held the empire for over 600 ye&s; and because Hou-chi

of Chou chose the right empress (queen), and \~en-,",ang et al also did so

they thus begot outstanding XKiEXK sons who became rulers; and tl~t

the Chou held onto the empire through over 30 generations and oe~r

!
800 yearss, and tha t the_b_a_s_~_ thJ._·s_w__as~in the correct choice of

consorts. The clan and surname of the prospective queen has to be noble

(kwi, precious).

Next turns to the matter of the woman's virtue and associates the

rise and fall of dynasties with the virtues or lack of same on the
_.~ ~,- • ....~ .....~ ...~_...r. •

part of the queens or empresses. Goes on to give examples ~~the Shang----_._-----
and Chou. Points out that from the Ch'in a nd Han dynasties a on, many

mistake~ were made in marriages, mld there is nothing that is worth"'-----.-,-----
t.:lk!ng as a model (for the Sung) ~o~~"..':~,~~ns: the ~ou(~ t'7..-
of Hsien-tsung of the Later Han, a woman of illustrious virtue; T'ang

T!ai-tsung's empress, which showed itself in a family made up of illuU:rious----_._----
and worthy people. As for the rest, they XXR should be taken as a "larning

------------
of how the choice of the wxng empress can lead to failure and confusion.

Then points out how in the Sung dynasty since the reign of T'~~-tsu, the way

of families (ch~tao) has been correct, and human moral ~lationships

(standards) have been great for several generations, and all of this

'''as due to the fact that the emperors had sage empresses, as$.tsted on the--- -~._--

inside (in the palace) by their empresses' virtue. Ever since the 3 dynasties

( of antiqlity, there has never been family law (chia-fa) to compare with

I the Sung dynasty •••• Sugggsts that the empire study the ancient texts
emperors

to uSe as a mirror for the present; that/later generations should

respect the rites to heaven and earth and their ancestors, and that the

people should plan to produce descendants to preserfve the dynasty forever.

) They have to select

\ countries; that you
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p.484, 25:l8a) you ca~'t obse~a woman's behavior directly, you have to judge on

I --------- illustriousness - - ,-
~ the basis of the itXKSXxXERX of their paternal ancestors and the way

! ~ - -------- . -

~ 1/ . f! their families a re run. Points out that in the begim ing of the Han dynasty

~,01 the great officials wanted to place the ~o~Kao-ti, the Ch'i~
( ~ 1:.. ) on the throne. Everyone said that :tim Ch'i-,"ang's mother4s

25:l8b)

family was bad, jealous and overbeari~, whereas the family of the mother

of ~ai-Wang(~L) (th:-Fu-shih~ ~re ch~u (princely men of

vrrtue). !·]hen he grew up to be an adul t, klL'{MKKXpliQ'llKJllSInEIllXIilRmxlirlmERR

xKXfmiMn1ang they elevated the Tai-wang (prince Tai) to the posttion

of Hen-ti, and uer-ti turned out to be an outstanding ruler during the

Han dynasty, and this was due to thex fact that his mother's family------ _.-

was virtuous and good. For this reason, the virtue of a woman has to

be taken as the most important matter.

Next turns to the question of yung-nye (illustrious comportment).

Cumpares the emperor's relation to his empress as the relation bethreen

heavenand earth or the sun and moon, or yin and yang. Confucius once
'--

said to Du e Ai of Lu: In ancient times men in conducting government

regardl!d loving others as important, and the reason for this "Jas that

li (rites) 'vas very important, and the :reason 'vhy rites '.Jere important

,vas because clting (sen ousness, respect 1§R ) ,vas regarded as important.

nd when r~~ect is carried out to the full, then marriage is re~rded

as important matter, and bec~se it was regarded as important, great

(important) marriages uere concluded successfully, and if so (the duke?)

should don his crmm (myon) and pers0r!allY great (his queen?), 'i.Jhich is

the epitome of closeness (ch'in). If The Duke asked Confucius 'ivhether

this was not gOEing too far, mto don, his crown and go out to greet

(his queen). Confucius's face changed color and he replied: To combine

I the best of t'i"~::,~and by this means to continu,e( the descendants (line)

') of f~rm~ers,i:Ky:twdlJ:eXXHgxxftdthiSis hmv the ruler of heaven

and earth, (the guardian of) the ancestral temples and the altars of heaven



marriage ri-es -8- sokplyon, sang

p.484, 25:18b) and earth (is chosen). How can you say that I am exaggerating its

importance?1I 1.1 general, he was profoundly cri tizing the error

tfxRKkx (of Duke Ails thinking).

Recently I have been discussing and studying the issue with many I- .
toke the essence of (yak\..1~l)

officials and all agree that you have to boil do~m (reduce in size) oJ

the ritesof former 11 kings and adjust them tottle circumstances.

You cannot be too elaborate (in adopting their tites). I \vant the

emperor to have no doubtx about this. There are those \vho will

definitely gell you that lithe Son of HeavED occupies the most exalted

(

respected) position (on earth), and there is none to match it in the

whole empire, and so you ~hould not get married in accordance with the

rites used for (ordinary) husbands and wives.' I have cautiously examined

:rim the rites on capping and marriage', add even though they contain
warriors in Chou times?)

ritua11 pertaining to the shih (scholars, EEmmEHXmXK), there,are no rites

,
in them f>ertaining to t he Son of Heave m or the feudal lords. It is

for that reason that ~iJ:lce the san-taj. per.i,9.d__.?f ~ity_the rites

used for the shih have been extended and used for the rites for

the 'on of Heaven and the feudal lords. And \vith regard to marriage
e'

) ,

). How is it that

(oove?)

the (husband) is respected, and not the. spouse?
mean & v' ciouS' and n~ne can match him

And when it comes to the KIDLJlXi:R~p~KRaxkm~ rtltual ~f~2.J~--lJ

sometime the customs of the barbarians are mixed in, or sometimes the

requirements by which she is shmvn respect and close

ChiUi~~V~
\

\} (kyong i ch I in chi

inx the world only

rites for adults, these have been one and x the same for everyone from

It the Son of Heave down to the shih. I have heard that in marriages between

members of the imperial familj (chlin-wang tsung-shih chil~chien

°t~Ll.t~~l.,;jVJ\), there has been no rites by which the wife is treated-- -- -- -- . 1-L-
on an equal basis \'lith the husband (mu chechti chi ye!'~l{"~, an~ no

J

~-bbpractices common to the streets are used, and from the sh!h-tsu (sajok-- ~- O~

families of the scholars) beloH up to the forbidden palace above (these

practices) flO\v and (marriage rites) are taineed by them.
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p.484, 25:18b) I would like the emperor to abolish all of this in order to rectify

the basis (of things) and use this as a model for t he empire, so that

as a result all rituals will be greatly exalted (flourSshing, most

correct).

As for Nhat I mean by broad discussion (generally the same as

in the main portion of the text) ••• In the past when the Cha-sheng kuang-hsien

(~..~rJ(empress?) was established (as empress?), LU I-chien( ~~AA )
decided on the discussion, and thus the imperial edict stated: "l have

read the recommendation of the prime minister, and the tsle (~ : document?)

said : liThe tsung-.~ung( l~~ ) and important offl:.cials have offered_

their advice t~~e court. 11 Prior to this, Chla shang g}dlmKKk±N ("l~ )
also participated in the selection of the daughter of the Chlen-Shih(1jf~l~

and the King I s monk Sung \-Jan ( ':5:-~~~~ all f. ~~

expressed their views. And because some said it was wrong, they dropped

the daughter of the Chien family. And because Kkax~gkKHKXEx Jen-tsung was

p.485, 25:19a) regarded as a sage, they were able to follow the majority view.

vi single official to be close to him, he must consult the views of the world.

There will be those who will tell the emperor that because (the selection

of an empress) is a family matter of the emperor, it is not something

in which an outsider can participate, but since ancient times, many
~--~.._---- .~.

t
ases of mistakes (in the selection of). ~::ler.~ resulted from this (point

of view). The emperor takes all the territory vlithinthe four seas as

is family. All matters inside and out are thefumily affairs of the emperor
~ -----.- --.---~._."'--.

\
and there is no principle which says that the great officials a cannot.-------.- ._------- - .._------ --- - - ---._----

\ ~ p~rti~~~..=.: (in judglllrents about them). Furthermore when the emperor

makes even a single appointment to high office, or F advances even a

Ho\v much more so when he is selecting an empres s to be the mother of the
------~

empire? I-Jhat I am afraid of is that one day the emperor' will hand down

an edict which will establish so-and-so as emprees, and then even though

the great officials may have their own opinions, it will be difficult for
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p.485, 25:l9a) them to express their views (deb~te the issue).

1 t the present time when the emperor selects an empress, nothing

is more important than consulting her surname and clan and asking the

great officials about it. Once the sage will is made up and the opinion

of all is the same (approves of it), then you can consult the sOQthsayers,

to see if it is a in accord \vi th the spiritEl. If it is in accordance
I'--""

\vith the \vi~s of Heaven and man, then there \Jill be none \-Jho do not
II ----have the same vieus about it. Fort this reason the discussion must be

conducted on a broad basis. I have fortunately been appointed to the----
post of R lecturer, and the essence of my duties is to assist

the sage virtue of the emperor XE with regard to the affairs of the

ruler, and for that reason I have dared to present ~ what I have heard.

The only thing that I sincercly think4 is that after the empress has

been selected, there should be mutual rejoicing ERXNRHExXhRx by all

±~Rxxai families within the four seas, and if so, that will mean the

Item: I·lith regard to the marriages between men and \vomen, the

ccording to t he ancient rites, men got married at t he a ge of 30
( ~--- - -- .

of the imperial and state shrines (country).)(end note)

must be in accordance with rites and systems.

--~-_.~ -

and \vomen got married at the age of 20. Later worthy men also took these

rites into account, but at the present time men get married an~lhere

betHeen the ages of 16 and 30, and \vomen bet\'leen the ages of 14 and 20 •..~ ..

This is also in HKEIDxmKIDwexwXmRx considerayion of what human feelings

are (on the situation). At the present time, the sons and daughters

vi of the royal family all get married far too early, and the noble relatives

~hat He ought to do is have the whole country follO\'I
.....}

is to be found in this.

respect this and take it as a model, and

25:l~established custom and it has done damage

- ; () -\()} \\.,. moral transformation) .amtXlmXxElRKEImf 'the

¥J

accordingly it has become an

to kYOhWa~1~:enlightenment,
basis for causing problems~ truly
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p.485
p.25:l9b) the rites and issue prohibi~ions against any violators among the people•._ ~

• Item: Clearly promulgate the ritual procedure for chlin'ang(~J9~~
,,) where the husband

) Confucius)

to be personally goes to greet and meet his bridg~, fmlmowing

At the present time when a state marriage involving a prince or princesss

takes place, we always carry out the ch'in'ang ritual, but among the

families of the sadaebu (shih-ta-fu: officials rod scholars), they are
r----

base and shoddy (in their practice of rituals) and they carry out the

practice whereby the prospective bridggroom goes to visit the house

of the bride and stays there for several days (terilx sawi?) For this

reason they do no:-s~·;~~I am taking a vlife" (an::-:aj;~~ ); they

say IIchangga ttinda II ( ipchang )
.--1-\
1'- ). This is equivalent to turning

/ yang and yin around and having yang
,

subordinate to the female); this is

follow yin (the male principle
error

a~tRiii in :.t:~ _t~ duties

(\vhat is appropriate to) the r elations between men and women. \k must

/ clarifyX and enforce the ritual la\vs in order to rectify the \vay of

human moral standards.

--.Item: Concerning the silks used, the (number of) retainers used, the
~ -

clothigg adornments, and the food presented at weddings, in all cases
'----

Nexka~~x will fix regulations. tompletely prohibit the evil of estentatious

display.

Even though the poor~e suffering

There is no greater evil at t he present time thail tm practice of

I ostentatious display at weddings.

from the lack of wealth, they are still ashamed of the fact that they

25:20a) cannot (hold weddings) like other people. People will definiteY,y bankrupt

their families in order to pursue the customs of the noble and powerful,

so much so that they will seek favors and take br~s--there is nothing
(men at the top of society)

they won't do. If the ruler on top does not clarify the rites and rectify

~ customs, there will be?~ way that this custom will rectify itself.
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standards, and XkHKR the whole country ought t~~E-~ct th~se regulations

p.485, 2B:20a) In ancient times the rites were extrem~ simple, and at the present-----time we also ought to have the texts cut down to the essentials. With

regard to silks, retainers, clothing adornments, and food and drink,

make distinctions between noble and base and in all cases establish,..-------------------------_.,------_._---- (
and keep them strictly so that there :s:x will be none Hho dare to overstep

(restrictions). And if there should be any Hho do, they should be punished

severely.


