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p.50l,25:52a) Roads and bridges (toro, kYOrYang~~~~)~~).The home headquarters

of the Ministry of ·.Jorks undertakes the inspection and repair of roads

inside the capital city. (note: Large roads are to be 36 paces wide;

middle-sized roads are 18 paces wide; small roads are 9 paces. There

are to be ditches on both sides of t he road. The ditch on both sides

of a large roads are 2 paces ~vide, 1 pace for a small road. (note:

the \vidth of the ditches a re not included in t he ~vidth of the roads) (end

subnote) &KtEN~ 60py these regulations in all cases~ for roads in the

provinces. The roads and ditches (in the provinces) will be put dnder

the jurisdiction of the lijBgg (~~ :village headman) in each village

and he will not be allowed to take over (any land set aside for roads) or

throw dirt or ~·,as te (into the di tches) • ) (end note)

nth regard to the roads inside \valled district tmvns in the 8 provinces

(note: large roads will be 18 paces wide; middle-sized roads 9 paces;

interesting: small roads 6 paces)(end note), and all thoroughfares (outside the
wants to
substitute for towns?)(note: large roads (subnote: i.e. all roads leading from the
a central
place market prwinces to the c~ital)(end subnote) will be 12 paces wide; middle-sized
network
a central placeroads (subnote: i.e. roads leading from one district town to another)(end
adm. network

subnote)vlill be 9 paces wide; small roads (note:i.e. those leading from
the district town sub

one village to RE&KkKK) will be 6 paces. (note: next to thiS, roads

leading from villaege to village will be 1 pace wide)(end subnoce).

For all roads there will be these resttictions (kye yu ki che~~~,~j
On all official roads (state roads: kwan-lo\~~, every 10 li there

\--l.?
Hill be a small road marker (~I?K. ); and every 30 li erect a large

road marker (sign). (note: Inscribed on this marker \vill be the \vords

that such-and-snch a ~ (district) is located so many li to the east, also

the name of the place. Do the same for south, west, arl north.)(end note)

~EmK indentled section: ~ome people might ask: \fuy do I set the width

of the roads as wide as this? To this I would reply that not only are

the roads in the cap~_ supposed to have markets and shops lined up (on the
~.y

side), but t hey have mounted hollS:EllQenX and people going back an. forth/
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p.501, 25:52a) nd when the king goes on a progress, xRK if the road is not wide

enough for all the guards end officials (\vho follow along), then they

25:52b) \1ould not be able to march along in proper order. As for the district towns

in the provinces, even though they are not to be compared with the

capital, (these roads)must also (be wide enough) to accomodate market

shops and ma large numbers of peo~ee. In general this is because

road in normal times must accomodate the movement of carts and horses

travelling back and forth, and with regard to military affairs, there

also armies that have to travel~ (along them).

At the present time the roads winside the capital are already broad andxx

flat, and there is no need to repair them, but with regard to the

roads in the prvoincial district towns, most of them are in bad shape

(kuch'a). Furthermore there are also along the \vay walls and meats

that should be newly built, or places where new district towns combining

(more than one hyon, district) have to be built. lJith regard

to streets and roads, ~ xmkmmNEXk

R~xaimEmxmE we must draw lines * in advance and seaprate

(the ,"ork) ioto areas (ky~ngdo punhoek1f!f..rt~~. so that the peo~'e
~ will know (which areas) to avoid. Also when the people are in the fi~lds,

at the time vlhen the kyongt are made (chakkyongsi If~ ~ ), we must

also draw lines in advance so that the people will not violate (boundaries).

And then you can s lmvly \vait for the labor of the people (tOE be available

for road construction?), and when they have free time, they gradually

they will manage (the road construction and repair) • Because at thXe

present time our customs are such that \ve do not knmv how to use vehicles
repair

(carts), for t his reason in our bUilding of roads \ve usually are crude

2UllQ (not thorough) and simple and we leave the roads in a narrmv and

rundmvn condition. ',V!1at \ve should do is wait until the people are fixed

(secure) in their occupations and then require them to prerform labor

to repair the roads so that we will be able to use vehicles (on them).
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repair the roadsx
p.501, 25:52b) 1£ one time we were able to put the roads in order, then later on

p.502, 25:53a) there would be no special (extr~) expenditure of labor required;

all ,.,e ,.,ould have to do is to repair the roads every year, and that is

all. (note: I note that in ancient times, the capital cities would have

the court (where ~ovt business was conducted: Pyomgyang, 4, 343) in the

front and the marketplace to the rear. This was the best possible system.

It i~ only that in our country the topography is not flat, so that

usually we build palaces up against mountains making it impossible

to put the marketplace in the rear (0£ the palace). The only thbng

we ought to do is to have the shops lined up on both sides of the

streets at some distance from the royal palace and the government

buildings, so that we might have the "court" in the inner part of the side

and the marketplace ERXXkR in the outer part.

11arkets and shops basically belong in walled towns, but HErlHx~He

system has been put into efeect, the district towns have no markets

and shops, and the markets are usually scattered about ~±x in empty

places at a great distance (fromfue district towns). The harm from this

is not small. If the roads of the walled district towns are

laid out according to this (plan of mine?), and fuen we wait for people

to fill up the sides (of the streets), then ,.,e ought to allow shops to

be opened alogg the streets as this systEm (calls for)(end note)

( 11) bridges will be gradually converted to stone bridges.

indented section: I note that roads and brDdges are also what the

government of a true king must manage. t the present time in our

country, our government (kongga~ l'8... :officials?) have no knowledge
and do not p&rticipate in ~

about/the construction of bridges; they just leave such construction up to

monks to pursue on their m.,n. This is a customary bad habit resulting

\ t ~~"
from bad administration (ch~ngp'ye SOkP,ye~~'-fI ). With things

like thiS, wmt we ought to do is to wait until the people have settled
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p.502, 25:53a) occupations (i.e. until all the people's livelihoods are provided

for by Yu' s land distri. bution scheme) and then wait until they

have spare labor power left over and spare time, and then in those

places where bridges ought to be built, (of stone?), we gradually

will complete the construction there. He must calculate and issue

the ffidterial from (state) stores (note: i.e. report what state stIDres

have been used and deduct it from regular funds)(end note), and

recruit labor t in accordance with standard regulations (uisik choyok

.~~~~i~. (note: There should be a regular quantity of the

people's labor that is used in one year. Prior to the abolition

25:53b)

of Buddhist monks, we could begin by using monks for labor service.)(end note)

or we could use hired labor (kOYOk~1~ ) (note: hire men to do the

work and pay them wages : ktipka muin i y~k ~\tlA-1ft!.'1~
and build the bridges of stone so that they will be strong forever.

At the present time, bridges made of earth and wood require the expenditure

(waste) of mucy labor every year. He must make stone bridges. However,

bridges with wooden supports are not as good as rainbow bridges (arhced

bridges? hOnggyO~~~for strength; so XE an even betterX thing

would be to build rainbow bridges.


