
slavery -1- sokp'y(Sn, ha

p.SOS, 26:la) 'laves (noye..f/~tiJ. (vith regard to male

xa~~x the matrilineal status succession law

and female slaves,

/, LL- .IJ..~ (1 ~ ,. {
(chongmoy(sk chi p(Sp 1J!::JT:IJ 18-1.,..It>

will be adopted uniformly and equally. (1!!!) (Note:According to the

present law, male and female official and private slaves inherit

the labor service (status) of their mothers (in mixed marriages),

but in the case of a male slave who marries a commoner woman, their

the law is not applied

offspring also follows (adopts) the father's status, This is because

urri. formly (hoeg I il:t --) and (no matter what
---------- ~

the mother's status is) only base (slave) status is followed (inherited).

ve ought to eat~blish the law so that it (is applied) uniformly (and

consistently), and i the offspring of a marriage between a male

slave and a commoner woman should also follow (inherit) the mother's

status.
with regard to ~J (

indented section: I note that/slaves (ChYOnja~~~)(note: the

practice in our country is to refer to both official and private male

and female slaves as ch'on'in( ~~ )(end note), the matrilineal

status succession law (chongmo chi pop) began in the Kory(S dynasty

during the reign of ChOngjOng(~~ :1034-46). To knmv who one's
l'f •

is to order Slaves around ~h by force without any leniency,-

to have (the offspring of m~xed marriages) inherit the status of their

\1.1JVtT' trmother is but not to knmv who one's father is is the Hay of animals .
. ~~ ~ , ~.'1Wt
s
~:; ,J~kind of law is it that t rea ts human beings (illyu I......'::r:~,) like anima ls ?

~~,. But if you trace the origin of this unlawful (improper) law~ then
VA to (,·,e find) that (it stems f rom the f act) that the custom in our country

# ~~~l frequently

tIJl::.,'6 no differen t than one would treat oxen, horses. chickens and dogs.

~v . Given t he fact that they are treated like this, if you then "lOuld want

\ CATERS TO \ fathers, there would be no end to the bother (frequency) of lawsuits
interests of·
slaveowners by cunning and lawless people. It is for that reason that we have had

nOlt choice but have things this waY1 a nd that is all there is to it.

Nevertheless, the wrong (fault) is not with the matrilineal succession law
----------_.._._--"---
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p.505, 25:lb) (in mixed marriages); the eroor (is to be foun ) in the slave la\·j (itself).
~ ..

(note: That is to say the law by which slavery is inherited nobi i se chi

If the number of male slaveS in the

But in later ages (after Chongjong of Koryo?),

~~le slaves who stand for labor service in each of the bureaus

For t he a mounts,

(note: All people who

,
(p 'umnyo[it:4- ).

pyongyng, 4, 351: selecting and

do not do as is done at present

cap i tal bureaus who stand for labor service is small in number, then

with the sonsang system (~ J:- :
slaves, from t~provinces?

sending up candidates?) to serve

inthe capital and each of the dis trict towns (in the provinces) will EH

a wrong law by making it doubly bad)

(

all be provided Hi th s~ies

stand for labor service will have regular salaries.,....
see the section on salaries.

,_'~ p5p ).1~t.JJ!t~?;t.
\ \i~':'-~9Jfr.,fIfeven though they continued the use of the matrilineal succession la",

~ • _ ~.) ~ - if the mother happened to be a conunoner, then they s till made (the of f spring)

~~( ....r (inherit) the status of the father and become a slave. This is ala"

l"J ()~~J
:~0""'~.r) whid> is no la" at all (a bad la")(which should not stand aSa~s~a:);

'l ~~ for all it does is to force people to become slaves. This isla wrong

law in the midst of a wrong law. (this is tantamount to compounding

~

on duty on X rotation. Those who are qualified to serve should be XkR~XKK

chosen to come and live in the capital bureau.)(end note)

-. Those (slaves) vho do not stand for labor service will pay the M~ESmN

"personal ~ tribute" tax (Sin'gOn~~_ ) (net: e: Local products that

are paid (to the government) are cm leJ tribute (kong). There is no-
reason \.,hy individual people should be called Iltri bute" (items), but

in our country \vhen "outside resident male or female slaves (nobi oegoja

[
1JR,Y!f 9llk.% )pa~ a f~ li~f pe':'SJlal labor service, this

- is called IIpersonal tributet; (Sin,gOng~~_ )(end note) Male

slaves will pay 2 p'il of cotton cloth; and female slaves will pay 1 p'il

rod both will make their payments to the sa~ms.(~ ~{r ::-
(note: Capital bureaus or district magis trates \.,ill not be a llo\ved to privately
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p.SOS, 26:lb) receive tribute (payments) from slaves outsidethe regular quotas of those

standing for labor service in the ExU capi. ttl and in t he provinc~al

district towns.)(end note)

Those :s (s laves) \vho function as sog I ogun( .~:::. \12.If )Hill be

rexempted from trbbute payments. (note: Those who are enrolled as soglo

troops Hill be completely exempted from tribute. The Same goes for

those who are support personnel (pobu \~ ~ ), mokcha(~1- :herdsmen),

and chapsaek! un(~le,1 :petty clerks or runners?). In the case of

male or female slaves who are under 16 yrs of age or over 60, those who
...'l.- -

are seriously ill or who have an incurable diseas (plyejilcha ~'~f:8. ),
and those who have 3 children or more, and who owe ixMEXXXEXxX tribute

service, they will be exempted from tribute service. Private slaves

Hho become soglo soldiers ought to be completely exempted from tribute

payments, but ~ prior (to the time .h en we can) abolish slavery, the

situation is such that this "lQuld difficult to enforce, and so it would

26:2a)

be all right if .ve Here to reduce (the tribute payments on) male slaves

to 1 p'il.)(end note)

--. If there happens to be more slaves than (the quotas call for)

at each off the capital bureaus (note: that is, slaves in excess of

id~I!l8E the quota for those who a re supposed to stand for service) (end note),

then it "'ill be allowed to transfer them to dIther bureaus that have a

~~shortage (of slaves) or (tram fer them to) people "ho have a royal

~~ iX certificate (sap'ae~lI+(seeother volume of Pyongyang transl).

~~ 7 (note: In the case of outside resident male slaves, if there is a shortage

,v ~ (of slaves) in their home district to.m, then they may be transferred to

that district to~m and eXdUpted from the tri bute payments)(end note).

\ In the case of each of the district to.ms (where the above case fits),

lit is permitted to transfer (surplus slaves) to neighboring towns where

there is a shortage (of slaves). (note: the s arne goes for post-stations)(end note:

-. In the case of official and private male slaves who become solgolgun,
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p.505, 26:2a) those who pass the tests on military slills in first place several

times will be given special permission for exemption from slave status.

(note: In the case of private male slaves, the offici& will provide

a substit~ e for them, or pay m them a fee. For detals on thiS point,

see the section on the military syst m.)(end note)

indented section: At the present time in the bureaus in the C?pital,

In the governors (and militnry commanders') yamen, district towns,

in

~?

~

slaves is performed in their

the capita 1 (sangbon kunsa.l /&~ -t.. )

(Pyongyang 4, 399: chonbok a meansJ~

created by Yu Hyongwon)

) live in the bureau and stand for service

\vith regula tions.

place by soldiers on tour of duty in

labor service (usually) performed by

or by tribute

in many cases there are no male or female slaves in them, and the

people who have sel~ed there for a long time nnd for whamm it mId

1~ be inconvenient to seld them back (home), transfer their registration

»)~~ ;) the district towns where they live. If there are any cases (of

~~ officials) privately on their mill authority collecting tribute payments'~lL'w

;r~rvtfl1 YJ..... or releasing slaVesth~rSom) service and collecting fees instead, ~en ~I ~~(JAft7~
officials (who do ~ will be indicted for criminal action and ~

-
will be forced to pay a cloth fine in accordance withthe penalty for

-.7/
releasing men from military duty. (note: After my land reform is

put into practice, we will be able to put an end to this evil.)(end note)

indented note: In the reign of Sonjo, Yulgok submitted a memorial

which talked about the hardships of" the sonsang( ,M- b :selection and
4--

sendi ng up to the capi tal) of official slaves. He said: liThe basic

the payment of

Because there \vas a shortage of chonbok Jh 1~
~ ~ :yamen attendan ts)
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p.SOS, 26;2b) official slaves in the provinces were sent to the capital to serve

on duty on rotation, and this (system) was called, sonsang. Because

the impoverished official slaves had to provide for their own food

\Jhere they stayed and .vere subject to all kinds of demands, they could

not bear the hardships, and (the officials) began to compensate them

for their service with the payment of cotton cloth. At the present

time, however, they are only required to pay cotton cloth (instead of

performing service), and that i~ all. Not a single man comes (to the

capital) to serve on duty. The livelihoods of the people are put

in greater difficulty by the day, and the populatirnl shrinks by the day.

Official slaves are also people. How could they bear this? To send

them back and forth and (force them) to take flight (for their lives)

\\

Without behing able to support themselves, and still to force them to pay

cloth to pay for the sonsang labor service, thEKKxKkeXNNooEex--there

are few people Hho can do this and avoid the destruction off their families.

f
If they have to pay personal tribute for two years and then the sonsang

(cloth leveies) for 1 year, th~ in 3 years time their families would be

"ven in the case of

bankrupted and the bitter diffkculties of the officials slaves ~N is
clerks of the

Aud to thiS the fact that the/Ministry responsible (for them)extreme.
/'"

distributes (jobs, burdens) on them unequally.

into difficulty, even though a fair and intelligent (kir~) were

then (the work, payments) re~ired of them is KmKii set at a small figure.

a district tmvn ~vhere there are a large number of slaves, if they pay a bribe,-

the peple suffer from this. And once they are plunged

designated labor, then the officials force it on their

And in dist'ict towns where there are only a fe~.y slaves, if they don't
are

pay bribes (then the payments required of them) Xx large. And if (one slave)

cannot performthe

\1 families, and all

fto set (their requirements) in fair and equal fashion, he still would not

be able to save them. If ~'Ie do not make a change (reform) in thiS,

there ~·Jill be no limit to the future regrets (problems). In my stupid opinion,
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its stead) is contrary to the law in t he dynasticin

of per~l labor service and the collection of cotton

cloth (fram sl ves

26:2b)(we out:t 0 elimina~e personal labo

and (H/ hi~/'stto.tra.rflJoihe raw

p~~se~ t' e wit a O~iSh
, LJ' '-===

PFyments ( i~'gong))))
. V
the elimination

p.SOS,

#
J~'~~
~~~J~ r:eOqd~ueJ.~rea':h:op::'::: present time we should abolish the s~nsang and

~~.~r of personal tribute (sin'gong). I request the king?~'Y -\' to order the respa. sible officials to give G10S.(stUdY of the slave regi~e;J
~, ~~_ and inK accordance wit~e actua;;;;;mber of slaves existi~ have :;.very ""le

~~irjJ'. :::::em:::~ ::::::tlo:/: ::i::i~eo:h::::o:a:::::t:e:h:e:::a:n:.::::Y
(J- . • /\ ~ a..-

)eto be received) and d"p~sit 2/5 of it in the s~Omsie01~~~ )

~.~ to be used for state expenditures, The other 3/5 should be divided up

~ r \and ~iven to each of the capital bureaus to__ pay for the sonsang 1 bor

servJ.ce. And if there is not enough cotton cloth (to pay for labor

paymenms for officials slaves, and we will be prepared in aduance against

If there are fixed registers for
-

any suddelu requirements (for funds).

p.S06,26:3a) service), then ue ought to reduce the anount of labor service required.

t"l r1rf) iJ If to e do it like this, then there "ill be a fixed amount of tribute

f) LJV~~'\~
/ I) rti

/'
<

the collection of triBute and no changes are allowed in them, then we

\'lill put an end to the falsifica,:ion by the clerks. 11<.- will not be

Pl~ed with complicated orders and the people will receive true

benef i ts from this. (a1 bnote: According to the dynas tic la\·) code,,
with regard to the slave t~e for each of the c~ital bureaus, ~XxXs

the Slaves pay 1 p'il of cloth or 10 pieces of paper money (cho~va),

or cotton cloth, Silk, or chongp'o (plain cotton?) in lieu of money.
~J

In all cases they pay it to the Sa omsi.) (end subnote)

Indented section: YulSok said: "At the preeent time we have not

yet carried out a cadastral survey of the land (and because of that)



are all being converted into private slaves. If no changes are made

applied in the case (Hhere the mother) is a commoner, and commoners

Buddhism still exists and people Hho \'1a:1 der around (begging for food,

as monks) have not yet been returned to the fields (to cultiuate them).

The matriliaeal succession leu (in cases of mixed marriages) is not

W slavery -7- sokp'y~n,ha -l ~\~ CCf2u;&h~...)

p.506, 26:3a) taxes are timxJuuti;:a collected on land \vhich (in fact) is falloH and uncultivated.

~J)jt)
C.r

in present day government XN:XfllxHRXXm and we continue to follmv the

ways of the present, then even though a Yao or a shun \vere to preside

over our country, they still Hould not be able to do anything about

(the::;e evils).

Cho Chung-bong--- --
a mission to China

(Ii~h,~1~~1r :Cho Han) xa~x on his return from

submitted a memorial to King oanjo, which said:

III have personally heard that the cities along the four frontiers of

China are scattered about as numerously as the pieces on a chessboard.

But the reason why they are strongly protected without worryk is that

WiXR all of the people of the empire, except for the sabu (scholars and

officials, shih-fu -t.1:., ),2iXRXRxxinRmXlfi~KqlXIIlXlUKIIlkdXmxKx
if they are not farmers or artisans, are soldiers, and most of the products ~

that are made are used for the support of the soldiers.

) .

in

) ,

enerous

r (pujin

Since a person

/

in a situation

rom the Korya dynasty pn, (we) unified the three kingdoms, and

the

forces we

we should

\vho could

he would take a fema e slave

And by th of our

and the~eople
I

with cI. son was

is



opposed one another like the legs of a tripod, not only did each of

~ ~:laVery -8- sokp'yon, ha

p.506, 26:3a) At the time when our country was divided into three kingdoms that

~\t
26:3b) these kingdoms attack the other, but the Japanese (RX~ Ilbon) and the

Malgal frequently raised forces that invaded us, and every year the

number of those who died_ in battle numbered in the 10,000s, but the

reason why we were able to restore our power even though we were

~nuJ: ,~ r/ /~ (~~~ hanging on the verge of destruction was because, the slave law had not

(I ~rtJ}J' ~ iJ become \oJidespread in the \vorld and all the people of our land that

f/. ~- was (small) tucked away in one corner (of the world) could be used

\\~~ on behalf of th~ king (wisangyong t!; .l:-IV ).
~v From the Koryo dynasty on, the three kingdoms \oJere unified, and we

./ ~

. R-~1 #, should have been (in a situation where) \oJith many soldiers and powerful

\<0 1<-<S f 1d ha .. t' b th f h\ '"'/i'<- orces vie wou· ve YO n v~ctor~es every ~me out, ut e act t at

>~ ~swe suffered defeat at every move and «uld not brandish our power (PUjinar<f~)
~ (was truly due to the gradual spread of slavery and the d ily increase

\
~ ~ \ in the number ofBuddhist monks, so that there were only a few people Wh~

.> J could be utilized to serve the king (wisang yongja kwa ya 'Iff;; J::-. \~~'-~
~ And by the time of this dynasty (Chos~n), military service became

~
extremely onerous and the people were not able to endure or support it, and thus

\. if had since 1m (the son) I

~ \ -r~ (JiX",,", a person ri1<k a son,was not allowed t a become a mountain monk (sansnngJ,1~)

~~- Lhe would marry his son off to a ~xixxR slave woman; or if he

~ had a daughter, he would marry her off to a male slave (in both cases)

~ I in return for a price (S~XCh'i~~ ), in the hopes of aVoiding

diaaster \Vhich might befall his HMle family (from the burdens of military

service or taxation?). Ho~ much more so in the case of the male Slaves of

the aesu(sa)(\~{~~: oyal Treasury), who particularly were able to

completely protect their households. The most destitute of the poor people

Naesusa
struggled even more (among themselves) to commend themselves (to the ~~,

tusok i~ifJ). In the case of the newly reclaimed land and the newly

established households that one sees before one's eyes at the present time,
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p.506, 26:3b) all of them are the la d and households of the yangban ND THE Naesusa slaves,

and the amount of land and the number of households of the commoner

population (yangmin chonho tk.€t 1Rt ), is decreasing and shrinking by

the day, and the number of regular soldiers (ch~nggun"JC...r~ ) is not

), a while our preparations

26:4a) even a full 200,000 men, it is said. £ven if \ve \vere to count all the
(able bodied males in a family)

members of a family, you still would not have a full 400,000 (people

to be counted among the commoner class?). Alas! Even if all these several

hundred thousand men were all crack troops, if it should happen as it

did xRxXlm at the end of the previous dynasty that Japanese ships (waeson)

should assemble like clouds (in an attack on) the lower three provinces,

XERXXEB Kyonggi and Hwanghae (Ki-hwang? ~'~1~)' and the red turban

Mongols were to ERxXXR scatter about here and there along the northern
it is clear that

two frontier provinces (of pyongan and Hamgyong), then/withm~ only these

few 100,000 men, we would not be able to divide them up to defend against

the enemy, HO\J much worse is idulX it that among these 200,000 men, in

fact there are not even a thousand who can be utilized (effectively)~

Alas! Be~use of the extreme pleasure and ease of our lives (hvmlhui chi kuk
~ Ll JJ-t: '" retributim
Th"'Q.~ZJ :;..--- ), a crack has been op ned up for calamity to enter in

~~at the side (htinOl pang S~ng\~~~~
against any incident (invasion) is iXXXKNRx as lax and weak as thiS.

l :::: ::0::: :::e,:::w:1::::,e:p::s:::s:: :::v:::s~~~~:;n~O::t:h:i:act
- loe k r;f!. ~1-.'_- ,.1.,

private affairs (interests) kak iKE 0 sa j\~~\ 'Jo, -~ and did

not investigate the root{of the matter, and tlduiK it came to an end.

This x is something I deeply regret. (end of Cho Hon's memorial)

--. I note that the name, slave, had its origin in the confiscation

~
~k (enslavement) of XhE people gUilty of crimes. In ancient times' w there

(
1~X:E: \'Jas no laH that called for th.Jl3nslavement of peopl~ not uilty of

rJ}!~,~~ ( ~ ~ ~ °lJ oe
~l..... WlJ'; a crim.::.-. Furthennore '/\ those people who \'Jere enslaved because of crime~

~1~t ~ ~RXRxa
~~ (]frv ~,l
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I donlt knm.., Hhen xiU!!xiXxxxx~ this 1m'" first began (Ivho t he first

Ilere not inhe_ited by (extended to) descendants.) (end note)

Even in the case of those peotbiee Ivho were made slaves for life, xkRx

',;e only look

people slaves

the life or death of other people. (si ~Ok muchi ch'~nbu

~uf\-4tt~7r'Bl~f~*~A,~~;rf even there

note; III ancient Chinese law, even though there were people who
. .

But the f91ave law in o~coun~ is ~h that no inquiry is made

power to control

were enslaved as a penalty for crimes, there were limits such as
'J ·--.fh

the ilmy~n and chaemy~n(........... tv \-:£j Iv: one or two time x;i;;mi::ldQ[ exemptions).

status?), and if a person got 3 exemptions, then he became a commoner.

i che in samy~nh

should be worthy and talented people among them (the slaves), they too

are fettered and made the slaves of others (ku I-Ii in not.,~~~~ ).

Is there any pri ciple (li) to this? (How could this be right?)

----------------- --------.....
(Ivas the penalty imposed on) those \1ho ",ere 10M not g>uilty of crimes?

and law people (if they are yangban, interpolates Han, 4, 436), hae the

as to I-lhether a person has committ~ _~t.

AI Jf ~~I l
at his lineage (~Hg~R an ki segy ~9t~ ) and make

for a hundred generations. The reason for this is that even ignorant

(some kind of official dispensation exempting people from becoming
not likely, see next sentence

slwes? or after they h~d become slaves returning them to commoner

~s penalty to their sons. In general the principle Ivas that penal ties

the penalty I-las not extei ded to their descendants. How much less

person was to make a doll for sacrifice instead of human sacrifice--Le.

just as bad), but in general it (seems) to have gradually become more

prevalent in the beginning of the I'ory~ period. (note; In the 3 kingdoms...
period and before, even though there were slaves, they were only en3&aves

for criminal action ,embezzlement , or robbery, or were prisoners of war,

and it seems that there were no cases of people l'1ho Ivere made slaves

hereditarily (generation after generation). i~t the time Ivhen T1aejo of Koryo



slavery -11- sokp'yon, ha

p.506, 26:4b) unified the country, as a result of his victories EX over his enemies

and his repression of rebels there were many prisoners c~~tured

~WuJ 7 i~i "hich he gave to his Herit >ubjects to be their slaves, and subsequently

~I people (their descendants) were forced to become hereditary slaves.)(end

note) An by the time of this dynasty, the laws of the country also

forced people to become slaves. You could become a sl~ve, but you couldn't

escape slavery, and for that reason the number of slaves gradually
or 90

increaseu until 3D/percent of tle population were slaves. And the

number of commoners (yang'in) gradually decreased until scarcely

10 or 20 percent of the population Here (left as) commoners. (note:

Under the present law even though slaves are supposed to icllerit the

status of their mothers (under the mixed marriage laws), in fact if

the father is a slave and the mother is a commoner, the offspring

still ta'es the father1s status and becomes a slave. All this means

is that people are forced into slavery, and once a slave, there is no

way out of it.D Furthermore, becffise military service is very hard (on people),

in a fe\l hundred ye rs, the st[~te \'lill not have any common people at al •-p.507, 26:5a

..--

Iif a commoner has a son or

to private slaves, \vith the

gradually getting smaller.

daughter, in many cases they marry them off

result that the commoner population is

If this lau is allowed to continue, then

\nd lawsuits over a single person,-----------------
. \

/

Zve. at the present timefue 10 or 20% of the population that still is

left (as c~on~rs) consists of slaves who have run off and hid, and the
~19~ -tI::F.

destitute sool(AE\~ :illegitimate sons) of the yangban, and that is all.)(end
I~ )f

note) Hut only is the state left Without~any commoners (subject to public
;\0 . li -

duty) (km"l!JllXR kuk mu kong\~~~ '), ut all the commoners have , /{i}-
become the private (property of others, min'chin wi :a y¥ '~~~i)., li\.~v-J~

\." ~,.---

(SMXXxxEURX disputes ove~slave ownership~)

sometimes last for a decade without being resolved. (Hote: ~ati.s ~~>ba...

-------.-( the s arne as) 'tr:f.: ; ~~
of the fact that slaves have be"come chattel goods (nobi ki wi chae ul 13.'J.~

memOO'es ~ 'J().J
there are many lawsuits betHeen lineage/and close relatives (over their

~- ---_.
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p.507, 26:5a) disposal--inheritance of property problems?). Also in cases ~"lhere there

are suits betwel-n slave masters (noju '¥3-}t..), the slave master Hill

say: "That man is the descendalt (son or grandson) of my old slave,

so-and-so. II And the shroe will say: "X Ny ancestor was so-and-so,

and that was not hiG name." But among the small people (common people)

no one can completely know what their ancestral trees are, and it is

also difficult to determine Hhether the uritteI1l'1 records kauR are

true or false, and that is \'lhy a laHsuit over 1 person can involve

the investigation of as many as a hundred people, andthe case can

oes not come to an end. C\'Jhen one maN sla ve

up all his relatives, they cannot get him (the only way the authorities

is ~ptured,x~xbRxaxsXa~Hthe authorities ~Jill round up his own family

\"Jhen one

the harm t (concern) extends

resolved.)(end note)

a 1d those of his paternal a nd maternal relativese) (note: ~Jhen trying to
capture a (runavay) sleve,
axs~x~~mxmKmY~~xXKXK~~,unless the authorities round

drag out for 10 years without being

[
slave is captured
lURX~U« XXK.'<XKkRNXmRJJbquxmmnwnarnxi:<DlR,

/
to 9 families, and still

can capture runmmy slaves is by rounding up and arresting all 1: his

relatives and family) and for that reason the injury done extends

to 10,000 people and ther:::: is no llllI: end to this situation)(end note)

The evils of thiS situation have bedome so eKtreme, that ue h~ve no

choice but to change (reform) it.

Thus, at the present time \'Ihat ~ ...e ought to do to reform the situation

is to adopt (follo\'l) the 11ID.trilineal succesion laH (cho gmo chi pop)

an apply it equally to all cases. (note: ~vhat this means is that the offspring

of a commoner women \'Iill be a commoner)(end note). However, if the government

l \. .

of a true king is once put into practice and all institutions are

rectified, rod all baseness is vashed out (made clean, purified), then clearly

the law (systen) of slavery wid:ixER must be (will be) abolished.

However, in ancient times they enfoeffed people with ts'ai-ti land

grants (feng-chien ts '~i-ti ~~·t-t-t- ), and for that reason the ~liiQild
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p.507, 26:5ax) ching ta-fu (high ministers and important officials) had no fears

that they might not be supported (taken care of). rlt the present time

lll¥ 26:5b) in China th~y have tpe,custom of hiring labor (yongyok kogong chi sok

/~' . L \ - ~lJk '/1 \~'j ~J,.2( an'd for that reason the families of the shih-fu (scholars
o-'{l' for them

and officials) also have people to work in their place (in their homes).

(note: iven though they have slaves in China, all of them sell xhR~xx

out as hired day laborers (p'ump'ari) ~ h -j::: Y::;. /tfijr,
I themselves to be hired laborers (kye chamae \Ji yongja ,.~ ~~/~ \ICf',w;.

1There i, no law by which an examination" i' made of their family line

to make them slaves. Generally speaking, WkHHXKk~xaaRHX~HE~E

~~~RXXp~le who labor for others are only hired-out

slaves (yongno~~~OQ and hired laborers who work for a limited number

of yea" (hanny5n kogongja~~~~r-%- ::'.5'i1m 'kun), it is said.)( end rote)

In our country, this la\v (inherited slavery) has been practiced for

a very long time. It is an old practice and an established custom.

The taebu-sa (officials and scholars) all rely on it to (mange) their

and with regard to those people (born into slavery) prior to this time,

out, then

then would it bebecomesof) hired labor

\Je should only stop with the slaves that exist at the present time,

it", IdE also does not mean a sudden and total abolition of existing slaves.

all ri ht to abolish it (slaver) (note: ',lhat I mean here by "abolishing

Only afger customs have gradually been changed, and those above (Illlers)

for each of them allmv the slave O\vner to make a report to tre magistrate
( \

and have his ownership registered (ip'an'i.-(~L.)' and this register will

be kept in the magi"trate." office. o../.~ iff c~~,~,;, '1!), "YU) fMI rfL}
~l-" {~rft~1 OJt~ .¥fJilAl2-y ~ Ifl.- ~I e' W;;

families, and (so) it is difficult to abolish it all of a sudden.

and abolish the law providing for hereditary slavery. (subnote: that is

and those be1m-, (ruled) are gradually warmly (provided for), and (the use

both male and female slaves)(end subnote). If

we ought to set XXmXXK time t Q'M~te

( h t t t
. . .' . . if ~ fW'V"tM(,()A,1"l

we oug 0 se a



slavery -14- sokp'yon, ha

p.507, 26:5b) Some might say that in our country the minds of the people and

the customs are not to be compared with the Chinese, and that \ve don't

have anybody who works as a hired laborer (kogongja). ~fuat about this?
r-

To this I would respond that if you are talking about (the situation)

at the present time, who is there who would not think of it this way?

Who \-lould not think thatx. this is the way things are?) Hm-lever, when laws E

change (are changed, reformed),
...--. L·- t; --:t

. . n. 1:! /; 1'- ~-
se PYOl1 ~~~1 ~~, and

r

laws can be
manipulate to
change
established
customs

~

follow along and change. (se

then the situation changes (p~p pyon chlik

\-lhen the situation Cha..nge~ ~:~ c}~~~:m: ~t-

pyon, chlik s ok chong i pyon ~u~~t l':V\b t.
People who hold this (the above expressed opinion) are those who are sunken

(mired) in the present and do not know this (the principle of change

~s~ated_~bov~. At the present time the way slaves are treated (in Korea)

\
is not the way human

the way of humanity:

of treating slaves is

beings should be treated (are not treated with
II

pu i indo -<f\;1~A21! ). tote: Th:..national custom

completely lacking in benevolence and righteousness.

26:6a)

Death from starvation and cold and oire harship is regarded as their

(the slaves) lot in life, and no pity is taken on them. They are only
p

managed (~ ) .-lith punishments and laws and s~ed on (Ch'U~i- )

>-lith the bamboo stick (by beating them); whether they are allmved to live

or be killed, their treatment is the same (as one) treats oxen or horses.)(end
..--- other people do -not make them ilio 1a bor

note) Unless the person is a slave, then mHNXXXHXNEXxMaSExXExHExtaEsx

(only slaves are made to do labo~ by others), and unless a it is a slave,
- . ------ t----------~~-- ~

xkR~ (only slaves) are made to Xl1\! do labor for others. Hith customs

like this who would be willing to become a

(note: t the present time, even thoughfue

--
hired lab,orer (kogon;ft. L- ) ?

situation is like this, there are
.---

still people who from time to time work as hired laborers)(end note)

If in the .vay the people above (upper classes) treat those below (the

10\Jer classes), they have once begun to shO\v benevolence (compassion)

and righteousness, then no longer will there be hereditary restrictions

l on slaves, and no longer will there be exc~ssive (biased) (hardships)

imposed on slaves. If our customs were to be like this, then the impoverished
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p.S07, 26:6a) people belm. (at the bottom of society) whoare not able to stand

on their m'ln feet would all in the future seek employment as hired

laborers. ..!hat fear would there be that there ,vould not be anyone

to be a hired laborer? (note: If the number of slaves gradually decreases,

~~~~[ then the way in which those at the top (of society) treat those at the

Jr~'59~ bottom would naturally, graudally, become benevolent and righteous, and

~~pJb {if things were like this thenfue customs among the pople (popular customs)

l'N
v

.vtf would also xsxxx change by themselves (as a matter of course). If the

/ labor required of slaves were to be limited to the individual and there

were no law c'lling for the hereditary transmission of slave status,

then not only would there be many men\ho would be hired laborers, but

also there ldExExni::twl?pc definitely ,,:auld be people \'lho volunteer to

J be hired laborers for their whole lives.)(end note) All men throughout

the world have shared the same feeling (desire) since the most ancient

of times to run after \'That is of advantage (profit) to t hem and avoid

pleasure/
pain calculus

26:6b)

what is harmful to them. (ch'ur~LP;ihae man'go ch'<Snha chi tongj<Sng
.±:1ll 4-'j '-~ > J +r.J: - ---:2.J \~ 1 i\
J.!::!!i) +"~~ I \~ '1.1~)). HOvT could preeent time be different from ancient

times (on this score)? And hay could our easten1 land (tongbang ~~ :Kvrea)

be different from China in terras of this principle? If once wex were to

~ange our c~toms, then ~Ple would be ~y t with that (happy to follow

the new ways) and would not meXR~~nl;-continu~topractice this (their

present ways). (note: ;-\t the present time in China all the poor and 101-./

(class) and those ,vi thou t anyone else to rely on all see Nm!:k to \vork

for others as hired laborers and earn t a living (eat) from their labor.

Not only do the h~aborers select their empl~yers (chuga( ~ l~ )

to work for~ but the employers also select people to work for them

as hired laborers (F EE MARKET IN LABOR I CHINA--HE'S DESCRIBING IT

AS IF IT l,JERE UNKNOHN IN KO E !!). Those peop~e (officials) who had high

1 salaries or lots of land had as many as several tens, hundreds, or

~ thousands of hired laborers. Even residents of small villages had
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p.507, 26:6b) hired laborers, and whether many of few (how many they had) all was a

result of how MRitnmJmqIml~~~~
rich

K~~~Xwell-to-do or poor (the employers were).

(\-lith regard to the hired la borers \vorking in) the homes of the high
h'1~~

officials (ching ta-fu), ev~ though in Kxaxa nam;~nd status (myongbun)-
things were severe (strict; i.e. they were treated as people of lower

status), they had ~ sufficient food and clothing. And in the homes of
------

the ordilnary villagers, they treated them (the hired la borers) like

their own children, and for this reason the hired laborers did not have

to go around like beggars (begging for work, food?). People who had

many sons also gave many of them to others to be their hired laborers,

in farming and everyone would always have more than enough to live on.

i fe~cesjPetwe,n th1 poor and

oble/r baf Cir tatup, and

the base are based on weether

~li 'jlhavezo0 is teeto it tjrt t

the;'~~lthY i based on whethe~ne is

hat the di ference b t\leen the noble <irl

[ I.,~ f tJYY'! it is said • Thus at the p resent time, this defini,t,W jS the wa;J '; ...1/; •r- /~l14 -' (we would be better off without slave labor) ,;;~~1Ut-ttlf!lJ!.,C< /(,~
flA- a. ~ &ituation is. Even though I have s~i:Q 9'~thinge \\Ould be

~lftM.~4l l=< 0"" ) after my kongjon (public land) syst.. is put into practice,. ,dl!
~ ~ (the situation then) would also be no different from what xx it is today. ~~

~~uV . \fuy s:;--:ecause e~n if a konBjon system were in effect, there still ~:~~
~~:_ would be ifferences in salaries between high and low ranking officials r;t~~

~ ~ \ and different gxaHHxxEX amounts of land (allotted) in accordance with ~~,
" , the grude,and this would produce differences between the noble and base, \\'VA~

(distinctions would be clearer and more regular) ~ "'7\
the rich and poor, and so .thing~ '~Uld be per~tly regular and in mx good L~:~'

I I o~r (chongyon yusang ~~~~ ). Even though there \vould be P~ ,
iJI'C Ino acnumulation of large landhold:!:S (b6 landO',"ers) and l'EmX eVerYbod~ IiJff

!\VOUld be able to receive an equal share of land, nevertheless, ~outside_ofr~

I
t_h'!:. tae~~s(offJ.ci~ls .and s~h~:~,r~) there \.,7ould be no peop-le \ffii1aaring , J

. A~ '1-i CI-( t-WVl?'- ~~f- h,'" ,. ) ~ .In! I
around " ~ foraU:va,VI:-e e=<H~ 3 Li "~Hg (yusik chi ./ jJ} ~0~ ), 'f). rt-too'

, ~
so that ~RE~ there would be an increase in the numbers 0 'people engaged
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p.507, 26:6b) Hm.,r much the more so \vhen in the world even t hO)lgh there would be no
~&-.~j tUa efu -U~ 4h~ ~ t1J.frvfv ~ ~

prohibitions and use of coe~cion, those people who were not able

to stand on their own (handle the labor requirements of their lands

on the basis of their own labor power?) wouldn not feel thatiliere were

.{;{, ~...J--1' ~ .-- A.-h (I~ ). -t-/
no people (around to work for them. (? 1:;(1..-~ ~ I~~\~'J ~.t-l2! ~7t;y]

and the taebu-sa (officials and scholzss) would not have to worry that

there would be no people available to work in their place.
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p.507, 26:6b) people are worthy (intelligent) or stupid (hyon u ~~~, and that is
the differences bety.e en

all there is to it. As for/all the rest of the institutions ~f society

---;7; j JJ- I,i.. ~
Opaeg'ui tung chi ch'a ~l~~t;), everything can be kept the same

as xhR~ present regulations, and that is all.)(end note)

(Someone might) say: This x seems truly to be so, but if everything

were based on the

(hyehyol~~~
principles of benevolent compassion (for the underprivileged)

and there were no cases of the use of authority to

put restraints on people (mu so wije~rJr~~1 ), then \\Iould

this not EEXKMX!XMXXN result in the evil (problem, bad situauon)

wherefuere would be no disti ction between superior and inferior

and no such thing as social status (ki mu sangha, mubun chi p'ye ~~~-r-

~-0EJ~~Nf )1

-\
To this I \VQuld reply that if rites and laws are clear, then the

difference between the (true) superiors and inferiors will become

fixed b themselves. (yebop myong chuk chonbi chi pun chajong i ~
"1-t ': f tl ~ 61 j >t /I l ........ 6 r~ .~ (the Ming code) (i:MM lti )
~~'~ 11 ~0 ~tJ ~i~.~This is the reason why NHXNx¥~~K(i.e. Ta-ming-

es $b.f~ ~ lti)
(provi~ for the punishment of) hired laborers who scold ( ~

the head of a household (they are working for) or who report any crime

committed by the head of a family (to the authorities. And criminal

penalties even extend tothe punishment of those \\Iho scold or report (tattle)

on the heads of

~AA~~jt~
families \/ho are distant relations of theirs (samach'inja

: those \\Iho oue 3 months' mourning for distant relatives).

X~ It is not necessary to do aVlay with ben~olent compassion

If la~s and teachings are like this, then there need be no concern about

(people of lower status) i~Ulting their superiors (nungman chi hwan

pi so ry~ ya /~~ iiI:::1~fJ1 f},). There is no contradiction

bet\veen treating people \lith benevolent compassion and~inta~ning stat1

distinctions in society (yuhye yo yu pun pon pu sangp'ae ~ ~~~/--~

<f1~ +~ ).
as the only means by which we can maintain (P§:f::2 st~tus distinctions.

(pi p' il muhye ibou nae yu pun yo ?~')t'~is try ~76lt ~~ )
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p.508, 26:7a) (note: At the present time in ehina, if those people who are hired

laborers are not willing (to work), then from the beginning they

I
do not make them (work) , or sometimes they set time limits (on their

labor) and do not make them \-lork ailla again (if they don't want to) ,and

that is all. But they enter a family to work (as servants) ,\ once

r
they do not dare violate (the orders)(of the head of family) even in

the Slightest, and this is because there are state laws (governing

their behavior, prohibiting disrespectful behavior). Because laws

and teachings are like this, XXXXKxXEx this has become established

custom (N.B. ~ LAHS MID INSTITUTIOI SCAN CHAr:-GE EXISTING CUSTOM AND

/
CREATE GOOD CUSTOMS~ BEHAVIOR CAN B MANIPULATED BY THE ARCHITECTS OF

SOCIETY) And even in the case of hired laborers who might la~ on

became noble and prominent men (CAN YOU n·.AGINE THIS HAPPENING IN 17th

CENTURY 'OREA?), if they should happen to meet their old masters, they

must still treat t hem with the utmost respect.) (end note)

If things are like this (see bottom of p.17--i.e. if we can combine

the benevolent and compassionate treatment of people with strict maintenance

of a hierarchical social system), then both worthy and ignorant men

will obtain their proper status in society, and those at the top

and those at the bottom of society will each get what he seeks. Those
empldly

at the top of society will use (people at the bottom) with benevolence

and compassion, while those on the bottom of society will also

(serve their superiors) with loyalty and diligence. (~'\t-Vl),,·~~~
-r: )Jr..~ t1~ (note: Because at the present time slaves (in Korea)

are only treated with the use of punishments, for that reason theirs~

maReers do nothing but coerce (control) them \vith the whip and the bamboo

stick (by whipping and beating), and those people at the bottom of society

\are also completely lacking in feelings of loyalty and diligence)(end note)

(continuing from previous sentaBce in main text) Not only (then)

\Jwld the sl ves have nothing (no grievances) to petition a bout, but



slavery -19- sokp'yon, ha

(there is no custom of hiring

p.508, 26:7a) the masters would also just sit by and still be able to obtain people

(NmX to work forthem). And in selecting people to work for them, there

\' would not be the evil (that exists at the present time) of struggles

I and lawsuits bet\veen flesh-and-bone (blood) members of the same familyx

(over the ownership of slaves), and there would be the evil (such as

we have at present) of people ~G.:tEg running off to fara-vay places to

capture (runaway slaves~, and there would not be the evil (practice

f
as exists at present) of (slaveowners) making requests and dunning

people to rely on th~ir power (influence) (to win lawsuits).

(note: At the present time even though there might be bad people among

[ slaves, it is very difficult to dismiss them from se rvice (tloechlUl~~).

The reason for this is that if s laves were bad and could be dismissed,

then good people (good slaves) would all try to act badly so that they

~ could get dismissed (sent away); that is why it is not possible (to dismiss

them). At the present time, outside of slaves, there XXE is no other

[I practice (way) of using hired labor

people, instead of slaves, to do\~rk), and for this reason even though

there are peoible in neighboring villages ,vho Ei could b e hired (for labor),

the people of one Village do not seek out people from another village

but to send out peoible with

up evils (trouble) Exh throughout26:7b)

(to labor for them), and they are thus forced to go off long distances
?

(to remote places) to apprehend and capture (runaway) slaves. And in

capturing slaves, they have to rely on the authority of the magistrates

(to authorize them to capture slaves). They torture the relatives
-----------

and neighbors (of the runaway slaves) as the only meaBl3 they have to

find out the 'vhereabouts (of the runa,vays). It is for this reason that

noble and influential people have no choice

:Q!; h~1-14- Ji,
le~rs (pigan palchla117r-JI3'J-.fil vlho stir

all the eight provinces. Hhi le those (s laveo,'ll1ers) without influence

~ave to make requests (petittions) and pay bribes (to officials) and

rely on the power of others to go as far as 1,000 li away (to chase after
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p.508, 26:7b) runaway slaves),and still in most cases they are not able m to capture

them. And in addition there are times when they suffer harm along

the route (from banditsa?) (end note) Is this not contrary to the

fairest and most appropriate of \Jays (to handle the labor situation)?

( ~1~ilh t1¥ iJ{t! ) (note: The fairest

\Yay of doing things \Jould be to treat/the pe~le on top and those
and those to the left and right

( on the bottom/(of society, of a dyadic relationship) on an equal b~SiS.

Ho\'J could you have a fair system \Jhich provided excessive advantages

to the sla ves a ,vhile at the same time inconveniencing the sa-daebu

(scholars and offitii.ials)?) (end note)

If things ,Jere like this (the \vay I say they ought to be),

then things would be done according to natural principles (ch1olli tUk~~~~~~),

r human feelings would be obedient (injO~ sun J. t¥J)ll~,-), la\vsuits

'"">;)' h/1
/ and petitions \...auld be simplified (sosong kan~xt~ l:'~ ), government

~and punishments would be purified (chonghyong chlong~tr1 ~ ), customs

v-would be \Jarm and full (p1ungsok hu(1\.1ti,~), and rites and rdghteousness
_ \ XXXN:GMUYJuc~U! the effect that

V \'lould be put into practice (yeui haengfL~~J ), andAhe people \vould

~ be secure an' at ease, the production of goods would increase, food would be

P1entifu~ ~J;;d ~~ ~rm1vl~ul~b~s_;rs;t (minan mulpu

chi hyo I~,/-tt:) 'UV 4'") ·fi '/!::..-j'1,-...Jt:1 if! would naturally

sikchok pyonggang

be a product of this

(be included in this, as a natural re3lit of ~roduct). (note: The reason

why at the present time the country is poor and the army weak and \·le are

unable to brandnsh our power is because of X slavery. The strong--- -
devour the weak, there are numerous struggles and lawsuits, fle~1

a~d blood (~embers of the sane a family) doubt (e~vy: tSlai~'~ ) one- - -
another, and customs are destroyed, all of which is caused by s1- very.-
And as far as the responsible officials (magistrates) are concerned,

the~r yamen courtyards are filled with people reing whipped and beaten,

/ the documents and peper ,vork (over slave suits) are as thick as clouds.

They sweat from toil and tire themselves out (over these matters) without having
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p.508. 26:7b) the spare time to attend to government administration or teaching (the

people, education), and in general E all of this is becase of cases

(the mct thae:y are overburdened with cases) involving (the 0 \mershipr _.
of) slaves and land. Even supposing ,ve could obtain the best men...
in every case (to be magistrates) \vho could decide these cases \>lith

divine intelligence (clarity), hmv \>lould it be of any help in controlling

the confusion that XEXRK rules the world and the s tate (country)?

( If kkmxm~mWm:nRthis evil (slavery) ';.Jere done a\"lay \vith,

\ then the state uould be \lell-managed, the family \vould be provided for,
........
the people would be secure and at ease, and there "Jould be an increase,
infue pro uctiun of goods, an it \IDld not be difficult to achieve

the kind of government of the san-tai period (three dynasties of ancient

China) •

And \"lith regard to the responsibiltie~of servants and runners-- -in the magistrates' yarnen, once you have fixed salaries (provided for them)

you will not have to wait for slaves (tOE com~ before you can find---.
peaple to fill these jobs), and naturally there will not be any

worry that you won't have people to fill these job~s. At the present

time each of the c~pital bureaus and each of the magistrates all....
employ slaves for labor ~ without providing them salaries, for this-
reason after BRg several hundred years (the ~m number of)slaves

(has become so large) that NEE one Exi cannot calculate them all.

But mXKXHKR slaves run away (to escape service) and there are no fixed

~NEkaKXEfxkkRm (regulations governing them). iNxXKHx In terms of the

large numbers (of slaves available), there are more slaves (than are
p

requi red) by quotas (more than a re needed f or a 11 government agencies),-
[

but ~££icials on their mvn private authority release them from public

serv~ce and collect cloth payments (from them im:ead) (Le. in pla ces

where there are more slaves than are needed). And in places where there

~ are not enough slaves, one man (one slave) has to perform the services
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p.508, 26:7a) required of seven or eight, and the burdens on them are even more

beyond the capacity of words to ftxHKK describe. If we were to

considerfue circumstances, determine the number of men needed,

26:8a) provide them with salaries in lieu of cultivation, xnn then how

could there be evils like this?)(end note)

-double indented footnote: (Someone might say that l'/i th regard to

this method (law), if it is in a time of peace when there are llIU

large numbers of people available, then there is no fear that you

-- "!J -"
would not have enough men to hire for service ~ (~~gl,0k,chi inA~1IJt~):

just after (nanhu ••• chi si ~\~i-D~
But if it is in a time &x war whenfue number of men available (for-
peacetime service) is small while the land (that has to be cultivated)

is large (great), then it would seem difficult to adopt. (Le. not enough

people available for hired labor; have to use force?)....
To t his I would reply that in a period just after a Ivar there are

many people Ivith nothing to rely on (for a livelihood), and there also

would be no (fear) that you wouldn't have enough peo~ee (who y~uld want

to seel their services to the state). Furthermore, if you are talking

about the large number of people who die during wartime, then even though

you continue to have a slave law, it is not only the slaves who die

(during Ivartime), is it? (the whole population suffers, and hence

the above argument that the ~XXHXK1xxHffilll~XatrOOgmxmXmKnumber of

people available for service vis-a-vis those who need those service

would be reduced, falls) Generally specking, between Heaven and Earth

(in the world) you naturally have those people who are noble and those-
who are base. The noble people are those who employ others for labor

Iservice while the base people are those who are employed by others for

....... \;:bor servic.:. (ch'onjigan cha yu. kwija yu ch'onja; kwija yok in, i

~h '~nja y~k ~ in *-j;lt~ Ut~~~t;K~.%li~A)iJl:t1~39-,,)·
'l'his is an unchanging principee, and also an unchanging situation •

.H/ A ~ -...y\;t) ) A'@:.. - .~/
(ch1a puyok chi ri, yok puyok chi se \~..X"''''<J-~))'2..JY::f;.-,)JTf\/.J'~-LJ..2-.r~ ) .
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there is no direct tie-in (relationship) between ::thE those \'1ho are rich
. ~

and poor with those who are truly noble and truly base (pinbu pu kye 0

kwi-ch'~n1t~<f,,~~t~, and there is no direct relationship

bet Teen those \oJho are noble and base \vith those \vho are truly viOrthy

or ignorant (kwich 'on pu kye 0 hyon-u ·t~l~ '1~ ~~ t ~ ), and

p.508, 26:8a) Even after the slave law has been reformed (abolished?), with regard

to the families of the kyongdaebu (ching-ta-fu; the high officials), there

\vill not be much differencex from the present situatioo. It is only that

under the law for the hiring of men for labor service (yongyok chi pop),

(
the \vorthy apd the ignor:nt (h;on-u ~ ~_ ), the noble and the base

~ _.,.-r----., " 1'-" (r----__J (1 \'Ji-ch~on ~~.....~ ) Nk \Jill each obtain their due (kak tuk ki pun

~ ~l~t 4.7 : ';;;;'h will get their proper share of things,

achieve their proper station in life) and everyone will be encourgged--in virtuous and righteous behavior (seems to be saying that \vith hired
.----------

labor people will not be led toward the old prac~ce of treating other

human beings with force and cruelty). But under the law for the

~n --- "-J,o heredi tary transmiss ion of labor service (seyok chi pop t!t 19-zJV~ ),

l
(

(as a result) people are encouraged to be contentious and KEX greedy-(lit. encouraged to struggle wit~ one another to seize other people's

property or slaves). Herein lies the difference (between the two systems).-
(SEEMS TO B£ SAYING THAT LAHS AND IdSTITUTIO'lS GUIDE PEOPLE TO. ARD 0

N!AY FROH MORL LITY: LHO::,T E NIROHMENTAL PPRO' CH TO 110RAL ITY---very

different from Legalism which advocates coercion to induce conformity

without any interest at all in m the moral improvement of individuals) .•

all awe a single principle running through them (ch'a 0 kongj09! konggo

k~e ilkwan sari ~a &.~~ ill. jJ1 t .-:..1? )!! !.

~~~;

This (ar ument) to her with (m

(kon ·on ~A\~) and the recommendation s

land
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p.508, 26:8a) another indented note: (The principle that runs through *~ the
rule

whole world is only that the men who governm others are the men
~

\'lho use others for labor service, and the men who are governed (ruled)
.......

by others~ are the men'who are used ~ for labor service (by the men

who govern them), and that is all there is to it. (ch'anha

chi SN si ch1in in cha yak in, ch'i a in cha, yak a in i i

\f~ ~~r-V~~i~~}~~~j<%_l;l~~ !-~~
;~ - .

chi t I ongui

kT-2J~~

. The reason why there are large numbers of officials runneFS and

errand-boys,]; and masses of servants and subordinates is only

because the officials cause it to be that way (si i saryang chixnK song, ~}#0~

pogye chi c~ng yu c:aeg\',anja uiyan~ ~Il 1t% ? fA! \~·*\tLZt)( ~(t~~~ ~IV!'- ,rv'..j!!.. ) _ 1\ .

There is no nee to discuss thos e (underlings, serv8:nts) tvho eat (reside)

in the families (of important personages). It is onjy th~t in Later Ages

.
be-n talkirg abGut above (in the pr~viou...; section) is als9 based on

that Here established provided ::;raaes (of land g, ~t?) according to fue

! \2 .4rh -- tt --'-- ---:.";"
rank of the individual (p1umbye chi k\!a ,\1H./11>,Z-; .kkjon IlIN Sy~t~~

lhat is still

in fue appointment and dismissal

~lass ~'~ ) sometimes

that reason the land systems

hold. official posts (taebu pu rou mugvlan

f ·a. cient times, 'neve -the'less

(huse), there were no regular (stanpards)

were in a situation where they.di not

'J-. ..f A-.h h \-b ~ l~ :-
chi il -1--1\.. 'J ~}~.' 1z.-1--J 4)f ~ tor

. , ."..
and the· customs also i clu ed the practice ,of h~ri g ~e?p~ for l~~ol =\

. ~~ ,.. ' ", ~~f,t;f -~ /to ,ktif L((y(tJ tJ::-..R eaMfl itt/
serv~ce. (""... ...~.( D ". ......u ~ ) .Jhat I mve

III (of officials), and the taebu (official

the present situatio (in Yorea),' p.n . hat is ail. In general ~he /-

situation ir Later :'l.ge~~ (huse l:!ab·') /8 d~fferent from feUdali$~

I (ixll i pongg~n~1:;(1> .int~""s of t ne way officials . re appointed .. '

(imgvian 14:- € (: and, the ~r?vision of xu ~al~r:ie~._f6t them (cherOk~it~)
, .. ' . ";

though it may not be possible to do everythi.. ng jU'st the \vay it

[

'ven

\vas done in' the sydtems

neces sary (is that ,ve unders tand that) ;:>uly ~!ter off ic " 1'5 are kept
,..' "'=~----

ai. the job for a. 1~1g perioG of time can effe-cti'.lle results, be achi~in
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,II-
p.508, 26:88) admirilistration, and only after xi salaries are increased can (officials)

~
.1,1~ I~v~ ;::~e%,of..~:j~J~nor).,

~ ~/\~\~V~r1f ~'v 'J 1-J Now when it comes to this country

.~ ~iJ (Korea'), the frequent transfers of officials, and the reductions in

~~ il their salaries are an even worse evil. If we abolish slavery, then

~ even more must be keep officials on the job for longer periods of time

: people a re equal a t birth?).

At the

This meant that even though t he Son of Heaven a nd the feudal

indented section:

lords (t'ien-tsu, chu-hou) only occupied the re~onsibility of governing

slaves as chattel (i nobi \Vi chae lttA tf;}..1:J''I!:J'
tongnYU-KA~ l:it ~J-

state had).

and increase their salaries.)(end note)

EURX other men, they still never regarded (other) men as their

private property. (mi ch' ang i i:wi ki chaemu 1 yetIilA), ,.(~ 2-113~.~ .
But as far as the customs of this country (I'orea) at present are concerned,

if you ask hm,' wealthy a man is" the reply will ahJays be made in terms

of how many slaves and ho\V much land he owns. (kim pon'guk chi sok, chi1k ~

:un in chi pu, p'il i nobi ch~nji \li 5n ~illl1.:1~}111N£l)"2./~J¢~)~).~
I( From this one can see h'", \Vrong our laws are and how sick (diseased, kU-/lJ) .~

lour customs are. ~
JV

alike (XE~a pu inja
e..---

( It How could you have a correct principle under which one man treats

r another as his chattel (property)? (ki yu in i in wi chae chi ri
t.h~' f&.. 1l) ,·;t:i? -
j..1Zl /\-'1(IJlJJ t.. .:.-' ~~01)· -In a ncient times ",hen people asked how

ft- (,
weal thy a s tate ~vas, the ans\Ver \Vas given in the number of horses (the

"'::

)
/

,

It is not difficult to understand how right or wrong the principles

a:es:::e::::

g

p::ep:l::r:h:~@~j~ii~1j~i4~{~~lK'
cover their eyes

-I yet ordinary people all blind themselves (to eVerything~heir~mmediate

pri~e lnt-krests. (i pomin chllk kak plye 0 mokchon saui c1r nj,-~JJ~~~~ ),
E1·~ttFC& .

and ever)One believes that (slavery) is difficult to change (cannot be abolis beld) ,
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p.S08, 26;8b) 10} t he rulers of men are those uho govern others on behalf of Heaven

dt'OA- 'i:- f :::;) ""a J" / ..-.-"" .d
(pu in' gun chuk taeh riin 1'" \,~ ~~ ItK ~~J",- ). The country

their their
(they govern) is EKX country; the people (they govern) are ~~ people.

Placed in the midst of th~t situation, how could they create a special
I

This is the way by which the country is made sick (harmed). As to whether

~hing process) spreading the poison among the mi:.sses of the people.

p.2G 509, 26;9a~category) of slaves and by tha.t means do hann to their ol.'n pecple?
,,--

Lnd (hou could they) because of that (slave system) XEXXElllx intrude
----------------------- --

on the neighbors and relatives (of the s~ves--as part of the slave-

\
this is right or wrong, you do not have to wait for words (of explanation)

to see (that it is wrong). It is for that reason that tX."dllIf.mX~

I ",ant
X~XW!:si;:XH to change things to kxXxi;::s:anImmnKmEl'l1HmX:m.mtIxamixX~x~e

XhXRe:sXEmldIlxm~m*Bj;mKdJi:~l&lD.RX._?whz:t is better (eliminate

s'avej- ch'a chtlk YO' kae p'y~n A/~Y~£f-aY?that changing it (;; the

eliminatirn C£ s1 avery) is basically not a hard thing to do.

~?U~~t1i,J.




