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-The Communist movement in: Bhrma

beginningtfrom 1930'

The ideas of Scieﬁtific Socialisnm

The ideas of SC1ent1flc Soclallsm first came to Burma in

early 1920's, in the wake of post—war natlonalist Tovenents. it
they were limited to little known dmcussions in the pross and Among
a few natlonal leadeps.;Theh they were forgotten~_

~.‘ll

e great economic cnisis~mnd after

(the . 5001eties of - the revolutlonary national democrats) urmaﬂ[aod

uhe ideas of Scientific, Sociullsm, calling it eg, loka nibba.n ( a
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class struggle

q

Thc peASantry had been greatly effcctedfby the great obonomio

Crisis of 4950 51 d'revolutlonised polmtically. Thelr ardba

uprlsing under the adcrship of Saya San: (Galoﬁ Saya San) BQ_.

falledGDThey ea511y responded to the organlsatiohal efforts B <o im
the Dobama A51ayone. The first, class organisation of the pﬂnsantq
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The coloﬂlnl Burma was very poorly developed industriallys
Compared with Burma, Celonial India was an 1ndustr1allj develohad
cou4mv . Burmase working class was small 1n number syoung in afie
and[experience hav1ng come ‘from peasantry recently. It attemphad
at organisatlons in;: 4920'3 or - earller, but with:no "gontinuing MUcoess
gmall, scalmered trade unlons cropped up and withered away .

» - The great economic crisis of” 1930-31‘proletari§22scd the

Burmese workers stllllfurther.,And they answereduthe call of Uhe
Dobama As;aﬁone to’ orgaslse. Aiter B 933, theufirst all Burma litdde

Union Congress ‘was formed with branches A Ran&oon and other {Hduntr-

1al areas.,g

10 months and the workers decmded to lead an "hunger—mar“h" doWu to-

Rangoon the seat Of”Brltlsh rnperlallsts, 4uu mlles away—«ﬁnﬁ
; ok
Students who were struggllng against slgve edncatlon given by

lmperialists, 3oined common_eanse with the striking workers. Who

Ao g AWYES N
repnnsthns 1Boted out;to the workers and students provoked @nhcral

Surlke of the Workes end;‘tudents all over ‘e country. bq

peasants who erehalready struggling for redu tlon of rent hax and

._.t;n;; ‘ u,gi t‘y_

o

of the- ideas of Scientific Socialism, ie marxis -lenismlwitg ﬁﬁ?.

revolntlonary practice of- the worklng people. The leadership of tho

‘Dobama A51ayon adopted the ideas of scientific socialism as, thedir

'l'.

1deology.




. Marxist circles and groups

AL that'timéf7ebme'Bﬁrmese Comrades established contacts with
British Communist P@fé&ééhd Indian Communiet Party. Thakin Kyaw Sein
(now a Ccmmittee member'Qr the trade Corporation 9) had contaals
with so%§$}eaders of the British Communist Party and he qrganﬂned a
marxistl@ro P, on hie'own initiative. Goshal ( & Burmese Citime of
Bengali origin ) and some Bengali Comrades had Sontacts with lhae
Bengal provincial Committee of the Indian Communist Party and he also

organlsed a marxist groupr on|his own initiative.<

Thakln mhein Pe a. post—graduate student of the Calcutta ive-

rsity, while participatlng in- Ben@ali student movement“cameriﬁﬁ

in their sphere of

*gisure whethe% Burma .
',chought Burma mlght bé An the sphere of the activity d
:Communlst Party whlch was understood to have & branch 1 “'ihﬂdpor
with the cooperatlon of ‘the Communist Internatlonal. uator, {ile Indian
Comrades asked for clarlflcatlon and got permlsslon from CommunLnt
International to start organising in Burma. The Indian Commufiist
Party sent a paityeorganiser, a Bengaii named.Pﬁrnendu'Dutt, {_;oil.‘{m;,.~
goon. When he affived_at Rangoon, the,Un%ted~antieim§erialiab movment
of workers, peasants and students’ was zlready in full swing. He held
discussmons with the leading Burmese Comrades -and the idea..of organi-
sing the first communlst call was nootodﬁe also held politicdl and
bideological classes. Leatures on:organisatlon were also givdn.

Thus was formed the first cell or unit of the Communifi Party

wln Burma. It had among its. original members, Thakin Aung San ( b

~late General Aung San) 1 akin Soo (Red Flag Communlst Leadeq pow
- *3511)_'.-"?- Th'akin‘:"ﬁé'%‘ 3 of - :
.- The Communist. Party of Iurma )., Bo Letya (now "General" Lekya

“'Commander of the Southero Pront«of U_Nusforces ) Mx. Goshal (known

#Ollt Burcau memher who was murdered by
'VOJ‘\Js—t—mv'

’,as Comrade Ba Tln ]
Thakin Than Tun during 1he Burmese ‘edition of(é;eat_g}oletnrlan
H__.__/




fCﬂ;fﬁfal‘Revolution);
: Thakin Thein Pe (now Thein Pé Myin%), who initiated all theae,
was left out irom the first party cell for his individualism and
sectarianism on the part of some compades.

Thakin Than Tun (the late C,P.B leader) was not Communieh BN O~
ugh to be in the first cell. Thakin Aung San (the ‘late general
Aung San ) was appOinpgd the General Secretary of the Burmese Q«mmun-
ist Party. -

It was in the middle of 1939, And the C. P B_is celebratinm it

as its birthday. o

. But I consider that the firs ﬁ'ﬁérty uﬂit 'formed at that Lime
under the auspices of the Indian Communist Party, was nevar a Ilfle~
dged Communist Party. I consider that it was also one of the movxint

s 2-en.

 groups (sort of marXist study groups) which existed %hose dayna But
iv consisted of very importanu national. leaders It played itap@bh in
.consolidating the influance"of marxist—lenﬁfm in the national’ Libera~

. N » 7 :

. n%ion movenment: and mébs;@lassgmovement.

-Tbe .Far and split in the Gommﬁniét Movement_m_ ‘
A .The war cseme mxg it caught the young communists unpreparad

“ The conflict beuweenthe Germén fasoists and the British Imperiqliats
was inter—imperialist. "It was an imperialist w&r, pare and simpio
30, the slogan, "Turn the imperialist war‘inté civil waf" was Yory

‘pbﬁdiar. So -too was the’ slogan,"Crisis of British, spportuniily of
OL R eb B_ru\_t/)L Ao u_,u\/t: C‘/H‘ )um/vx(‘u
| Burmese. "( %“? 'SMVQJ\97904? bnﬂoyzxytr_ 4

All patriagts shouted the slogans at the top of their voins and

“'regolutions were passed -by meetings and Conferences in the s (tit of
o ; Corouid bwy

fthe*slog&ns. But’organisational measures could not be ¥aken ti immb~
PSSR

,tudentg unions which were earliep formed in 1930’8 wera proved

thoutjback ‘bone in.face of imperialist attaoks.. f

Secondly,. British‘authdrities in Burma tried to buy‘up 6lder

ij_generation of p011t101ans and set them against revolutionary #ing of



S
';the national movement andlused all forms of repressive methots, A

7 good part of the revolutionary 1cadersh1p was already landed {n

f b/\—O"{vLm.f,
"Jall by the time the war em&%ﬁ

Y This state of affairs caused physical split in the leadatrship
organs of the national liberation_movement. guite often, the fleading:
- comrades inside the Jjails persued one course'end those outside tha
‘ jails persued another course.
This prevented the growth of collective leadership in tfhe

:communlst movement which was 1n an infantlle state whem» Lhe W&r

3':'came.

Up to early:.part of- 4940 this weakness was not ser duﬂ ahd

' hermful,‘when, dur ina the phase of ”phoney war,” the Burmeso pated-

”'ots carried.out: the: slogen 2% o “Turn the impezialist war inﬁo (avia-
g War." But the character of the war chenged oompletely,w t ﬂﬁgbn

1&Nazi attack on the SOV1et Union' and- when Nazies'dominated‘t
CI94 /= G 22 ) :

Nl ghtiiro

'”Vestern Europe. =
| The Burmese Comrades could not teke stock of all theSe develo~
A oA ol -

_ pments collectlvely Sone comrades nmrsacd the o0ld line eépuﬁially
the comrades outside the jail. Th&t is to say, they regarded British
imperialists, whom they wefe—ognffontieg, as the main eneny. They
regarded as friends not only other anti-imperialist forces, #uch
as freedom fighters in colonial countires, but-also other imperialists.
They thought they would use thc‘ggﬁfiiiiﬁjig?Aoetween British imper-
ialism and Japanese imperialism. The Burmese patriots were oltt for
armed uprilsing against the British and to get arms aid they would
collaborate with any one includihg Japanese fasoists. This _with how
iAung San and some comradea who -at first went to Amoy ( inne 1 to
seekadd: from @hinese communists, got in touch with Japanese apents

“ there and got some help from then, instead .of the Chinese. Allhg Ban

with th guldmnce and helf of the.ﬂspanese organised the Burjig

,Independenoe Army which pertlclpeted in thc Japanese occupatLpﬁ of
« Burma. _
On the other hend Thekin Soe and some/éomrsdes in sidm tho

g Jalls, together with somelFomrades outside, tggg_ggte,of the changing

-.oharacter of -the war. They saw that the "phoney war" phase l\na
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' passcd and that imperialist powens, Brltaln France USA ~eto, were
i‘orced by the very logic of the - war and by the antl-fascist penplen
. 0f the world to fight serlously agalnot the axis powers. They Rras-~

ped the nabhnaof the peoples’ war agalnst fasclsm and the role Burmeso

'petrlﬁus must play in the wam.'“The Brltlsh~imperiallsts can not
decide the fate of post~war independence of the country " they expla-
ined "The contrlbutﬂxz we make to the success of the - peopleﬂ’ war

f eAalnst fa301sm wx’l decide ﬂhe fate of the Country i

Most of uhese leaders were ln the-Brltlsh jalls, and thait ‘foll-

”fée,peOple and the B i 1eh 1mper1&lists who were Tulers over them the

<.“.‘

tih as' w1l as tif tm_

'and ideologicnlly' for resistance against dxaﬁnpenese\
Under these 01rcumstences, the J&panese made ‘swift advalic«e into

P

“tbe country and. the British forces gawehasty Tetreat. In May {942 the

.dfedtﬁnacountry was overrgn<by the gapanese.

: i n d hi exre led b Aun San hrmed the - mainf toe of =«
Ais one ?/ez_g__/ y g aad—%hey : q
he anti-fascist and ilberatlon United Pront which was- unfold1ng



-~ .,(._ ?.




undexr new,circumstﬂncee.

The mefxists led by Thakin Soe and ofher‘merxists who itoved
to be consistant anti-fascists, who proclaimed, from the very first
days, the war to pe peoples? waﬁ-againét fasoisn, and who weim inte-
mmationalists undereall cirommstanes, became leaders of that wati-
fascist liberation United Front of the Burmese.people,.._

The eommunists léd by Thekin Soe started to form commupist co-
lls all over the eountry, the anti-fascist activists providinp the
bage: . This ik ‘the first time that the communist movement Qanumod the

charactraof nation-wide organisation.

Thakin Sae, . Thakin Than Tun, General Au“g San andvothdr leaders

agreed ta . send a delegation led by T

to China and India to contact the allied powers (British Amﬁiicnn

Chinese government), to establish fraternal relations with‘fﬂdi&n

”’~or the antifasciet forces outside Burma ':M :ﬁ_ ﬂ.;fhso;
- {st Ioroesiéﬁ%&ma. The contacts were established ‘41 the 2n§ ittt

of 1942, but only in middle of” 1945 that the ellied South Edﬂb Aeia

command- and the Kuonington anauﬁnrities in Chunking treated

Thakin Thein Pe (Thein Pe Myint) as official representative af the

underground n:-f &ntifaSCist movement in Burma.

@
Early in_ia_}, ~the 1 ab. manifesto of the Communist Pnrtm of Bur-

ma, written by Thakin Soe was published It was a Comprehensi"o the~

ses on the peoples' war against-fascism and the role to be~pliyed

by the Burmese patriots in the war; 1t-18 also a;politial Prijfranmna

selves, L .‘ L .' -

Altogether four manirestos were published by Thakin ‘Son

during the war. @ -

iSt COngress of ‘the" Communist Party

Thakin Soe Convened the’first Congreee or the Communiai Party

":of Burma in 4943. It was’ atteneded by four delegates onlz. TH spite

of general influence of the communist movement, the CongreSn was
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“-“.nﬁrrow; mhe flrst factor was*the natureof t

of neadershlp of Thakin Soe.‘This weekness.be ame mOre appaggﬁj later

when the situation demanded broader base of the movement and Mteatsr

unity of the masses.(@Dv
70 IR

Yet, noneCared to ralse objectlon to the Narrow charaotut &r

.the Corgress. It Confirmed thé line of Thakin Soe, which was }ood
. enough for-that perrod.

Anti~fascist<£EQpiestdireedom}Leagaee 14};?ﬁTQ

In 194, regular contact was established between'°he_allied

.anti- fa501st forces in Burma. General Aung Senst:

-

ﬁ&meady,/gt that time Aung San w3 becoming—one of ’He fHapt;
Tl
popular national leadere and strongest eﬁ‘them all having Bltﬂa
Independence Army at ‘his command The army:w l;oy 1 toihim, not
to the Jmpanese, althoughﬁ}» seeminEly Collabor&ted with the ﬂnpane—

se. The army was for national independence at any price.dnd {nder
‘any Cirgmmstance. | \

Thakin Soe -treated Aung San and the 85&5"55 blind ‘patiots, as
.a vdcillating force, and on occasions as treachedous allies. He
would neither forget nor forgave their'collabo:xﬁon‘with tha @dpane—
se even though in driving out the Brltish. ' .

Aung Sandmi ‘not respond to sectarlanlsm of Thakin Soe by bhis

own sectariarism.. He took" 1n1t1ative to unite w1th Thakin Sas snd

his followers.
Cided b
Noi:.on-lzf_ that. There was an underground party, called the
people’s revolutionary party,-following almost the same- poljbicnl

line. as Aung San and the army, although a’ 1ittle more anti~qommuniet.

I
This party -and the communlst party were rivals in the antiaﬂritish
- antidﬂapanese movement U51ng his personal 1nfluence over tjta pazty,A
Aung San tried to brlng about unlty between it and the QOmmnﬁLﬁﬂ

Party.
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In Aug 1944, a conference of leaders.was convened by Aulig Suan.

 Thakin Soe attended /f/; representatives of the army and peop!@q

'revolutimnury' party attendedca”hakln Than Tun, who was at that ltinme
e

a minister in the "puppet" geverment, and who was working with the
communist underground at the same time; also attended. The anti--fas-
cist people’'s Freedom ieague (AFPFL ) was formed. The politioal
leader was Thakin Soe and military leader was Gen Aung San,

Thakin Than Tun was an organisational leader, having organissliopal

- .

links with all puppet orgeanisations, only legal undewground ngabis«

ations under the Jﬁpanese rule and with the underground anti- [‘asoist
s :

organisations.

The Revolutfonary Front,a great step forward towards onj

party~unity

~ The unity of Burmese patriots and the marxists reached hha pe-
ak with the fonmatipnlof the revolutionary Front, the ﬁoréhbﬁ the
anti-fascist vnited Front. ‘ . |
According to Thakin Soe, the revolutiénéry Pront 5f;thﬂ {xommua -
nist Party and the people’s revolutionary party. ‘was a tranbl{ﬁonal
stage between broad people’s anti-fascist united Front and the one
united marxist party to be formed later. | ‘
The manifesto published in connection with the formatinn of the
revclutionary Front endorsed the political line ‘Persued so lar by
the Communists and other anti-fascists and deweloped it futhar to
meet the needs of the post-war-period; tﬁe sucgessful conclunion of
the people’'s war being already in sight.lncoordination with bthe
allied armies, the Burmese patriots must wagg-gguntry—widearmgi upri-
sing against the fascist armies, drive oqt\the eneny fiom the counlry
and must seize power for themselves, not waiting for the Britilsh to
reestablish theimr regime. Local orgeansof people’s power wart to be

formed and certain economic and social reforms were to be ourried

outy But there was no specific:instruction for proclaimatii of

Independence, not for the formation of the prov181onal revo|utilonary

»governmentcg%nSpdte of this weakness, 1t was a revolutinary progra—

éhme which A carried out would have led to the captmmaof power by

= dl- 96~ 5
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- the people.,

- The revolutmaxmy Front outlined ' the organisational taiks
obliging the two parties to fusction jointly in all feilds, [deolo-
gical questions including. Some leading comrades, like Aung ilan,

Thakin Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ), Thakin Chit «( now a membor of the

7. _polit Bureau of the communist party), Thakin Iwin (a former frede

" Union leader, now-vice-chairman of the Burma Soviet Friendshlp

_ _ssociatlon) U Razy Win ( General N&y Win ) etc, were regardod as

pommon mempers of both _parties.

' The general uprising and the end of the war

Qn 27 §§ mardh,:1945, the geheral ubrising broke out gpainst
the'gypanese-Before it, there had been partra}¥0prisihgswih Mrixnn
.and in certain psrt®@ of Upper Burma, led by fhe anti-fascdigt $90plem

Freedom Leégue ( AFPFL Ya ?he British imperialist strategislim would
hévé‘likeé;only such partial uprisings. According to their plhn
'Bgfmese antiéfascisfs shagld rise up in a certain area, juﬂﬁ behind
the front—linés,'behind the back _of the JXxpanese, so thaf'sundwitoh~
ed ip tetween the g&paneée would have to swifﬁly with—-draw ur get
snashed and so that the British could occupy the area quickly and-
‘disarm the patribtic forces, piece by piecé. B
2nth

The general uprising which took placenm March 1915, igno-

red the wishes and instructions- of the British, went against tho fu-

fure interests of the Eritish and was in full accord with the future

and immediate intercsts af the Burmese people. It hastened bhe end

of the war and it Strengﬁhened Very greatly the liberatlgg forcas
of:the people.

The~@aip fofcé of the anti-fascist revolution was the patrio.-
t?d army under. Auné San. There @ere peopIé‘S'guerillas led by

communlsts and some .- army persornal and’ directly helped by 1he Hrit-

Mish-Specigl Ser«ices.jQFofUL ‘39’9 o
; What 11tt]e industry the country hed, had been destrnynd by
the war and the working class was disintegreddd. So the worlilng cla-

as sﬁ;h, plqged no organised role in the anti- fascist fpvolut lon.

W~ - mmmﬂmn%@&y ) 6“03 60\00@5\~ (’(\/@Z/l/ B‘%&n(;bf/
: 7) g Qonﬂmé@f) &™) Jla




'people 8 guerilla forces were on the attac

i
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Only individual workers participated in the movenment. Most of fihe
schools and colleges‘had to be closed. The students and the foltth-
most of them organised in "puppet" youth league and in the afuy.
Poasants and other sections of the petty-bourgcois ralliod ruiind the

F PF L and joined the guerillas. The class organisation ol tho
peasants could not function both openly and underground

Inspite of these- weaknesses, the success scored by the bhtl-

fascist revolution ®mas trcmendous. The Japﬂnese suffered nory from

helblowe of the Burmes fighters “than. from the attacks‘og n“u alli-~

S L,

victory and the “axis force were on thc retreat cnd on the ﬂﬁ&d to

defeat. The pecples all over world were in upsurge and asseﬁhlug

-lﬂthemselves to decide the fate of the war, iate of - the,peﬁoel fatie

of the mankind, '

The succegses of the anti—fascist-re§0lution in Burma hnd tho
successes of the allies and'wonld peoples turned the heads uf the
Burmese Corrades. Their thinking was effected. Thev thought bthat the
peoples all over the world would achcive complete liberation, nilit-

ary, politlcal, oconomic, etc very soon and end imperinlism and

capitalism with the victorious concluuion of the peoples-«wur

agalnst fascism.

The theory of peaceful development

Under thase circumstancesg, the theory of peaseful devolopment
gained ground .
After the successful conclusion of the peoples’ war q;qlnnt

fascism, the foroes of the peoples would be so streng ancl llie ‘poslt-

; ions of world "mperiallsm would be so much isolatied and w@ukonod that

;;;the peoples would win through, achteve. socied and natioudl Jivexr-~

atlon using peaccful mass struggles, and legal and oxtra Legnl
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i d ‘In*other'words, the military side of the‘programme of thevrcv—
:oiutﬁrery;Front was carried out very well; but not so with the poli-
Etibdl part of the progranme. TLocal A FPF L'<‘anti—fascist people’s
;freedom league) organs did not “becone local organs of people’s powern.

Thakin Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint) who was -§t411 in Indin during

'the armed upriSing wrote a letter. to the Head quarters in Burna, g_

retain arms.in the ‘hands of .the patriots in some form or other;"to

roclaim formation of provisional revqutionary goverment to negoti-
t With the British in the name “of the provisional national govern-
"o Thd letter reached Thakin Then Tun but as he admitted at a
.Central Committce meeting in 1946, he did not. submlt the letter to

he party, or to the leadership of the AFP F L for discussion. He

'thought it was not importnnt the military affairs were only import-
wt He also thought that by creating local organm of people's power
;and'formation of prbvisional revolutionary gOVernment it would not
Ste able to avoid cldsh with the British which would harm the milit-
»ery struggle against the Japanese.

‘t On the one hard, the theory of peaceful developnent was
’-gaining ground; on. the other hand, the national suspecions of the
Burmese patriots..against the British;reeccup&tionists were growing.
They thought, after the defeat of the Jepanege, the armed ¢lash with

he British would be unavoidable. They must save arms Hr that occasion.

t

A few comredes of the people s revoiutionary party argued that

“" since the Japanese.would be defeat:ed ( just as the Germans in Europe )

it would be wastse:of manpower and _arms to fight-the,iaggagﬁﬁii§§ye

nanpower and arms to fight. the British reoccupationis4s! That was
the

‘}?ltgiirﬂglgggn. This ‘line was not widespread. But Thakin Soe,

communist leadoxr, took very serious view of triis-trend. He equalizad

'#this trond with entire peoplas revolutloary party. His-belief in th

vaeaceful deveLepment theory, his sectarian we aknesses end his-jealo-
'fusy of the rivals get the better of him. He &nbbed the ‘members of

therpeople’s1ﬂevolutionqry Party as tiraitors, Japanesc agents and

'OPPOrtuniste,,f;, P SRR
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w1th the War—tlme polioy. They

to review that policy'in the
llgho of sudden end of the . war The Brltish were able to:aoocuoy the

oounfry, put their economic and political schemes into effect, the

schemes of restorlng their old posihions, although they were chall-
‘”erged by the et stence of the - Bu“men patriotic Army led by Aung San,

theipeople S guerlllas, the AFPFL organlsatlons and the awakened

-

peopl ‘ S ' ) T s
: The British 1mperialists oould not ignore 4his challenge.
ould

They could not disarm the army’ ana juerlllzs at w1ll. They ¢
Znot disband the polltlcal forces. The: @Gommunist Party of Burma came
out into thec open. And the Eeoole’s revolutionary Party too. A¥PFL

became the legal and most amorit - itatlve organisation of the peop-
. it the Commnnist Party, the Peoples Revolutionary

~Party, th :Burmese Army anﬂ prominent indAV1dnals, with liberal

T e IR
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l”The People 8 ReVOlutionary Party protested agalnst the

cuvv1va1 ofthe flttes*t“ ' oo 3 : : - -

' Thus, the People s Frecdom Socialist*Par Ly was formed out of

1the 8001a11st Party.-
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Ofcourse, the secondi Congress and the entire national libera-

tion movement rejected the British schemes of restoring old imperi-

alist positions in post-war Burma-such as white Paper on pelitical
reforms published by the British government “and Simla plane, the
plans of economic reconstruction of the refugee government in
simla. (ore (7. Moy 1944 ")

" No doudbt, there were ideologicai and political differences dbut

they did not come to the surface, because protagonists were not

-

strong enough, not maturcenough, not clearsighted enough to force

- the 1ssues. ‘So differences in organisational matters came to the

' forefront. Poliﬁiéal-discogjent agalnst leadership was menifested

as organisational discontent.

Thakin Soe’'s personel character was qQuestioned. His moral

teachings were challenged. Thakin Soe is ‘an anarchist and an

: opportunist in matters of morality. He has weakmess for woman, and

'”no qualms about alcholics§%1t that time he had two wives and gave

”them di- orce to marry the third one, a young woman from the party

ranks. To justify his action, he gave quotations from Marxe and
Engels about bourgeels marriage taboos and proletarian free love.

He took to drinking heavily and sald protibition was fetndal -reli-

glcus pretension. QED
RS sah et

But the delegates censured his immorality especially in
connection with the third marriage. He had to resign from the post

of general secretary.

The party Congress elected Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myinﬁ") who

was at that time in India as general secretary and the Central
Committee, with 3o members ( Thein Pe getting the unanimous vote ).

Thakin Soe, although elected to the Central Committee‘ trailed very

much behind in number of votes received. He got throughly demore-

. Thet made him more sectarlan.
Thakin Than Tun was also elected to the Central Committee.

He¢e was in fact, 1eader of the Congress. He was at that time general

~qeeretary of the AFPFL .

Thakin Mya Thw1n, a protegee of Thakin Thun Tun and a comrado
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rtturning farom Thein Pe’s camp mh India, was.nominated Lo act as
Gﬂneral Secrntary rill the returh of Thein’ Pe ( Thein Ps Mjint Ve

dree leftist pOlltiOal groupings

THe Cémmunist. pdrty under the leadership of Thakin Than Tun
ahd then, after.the teturn of Thbkin Pe- (Thein Pe Myint ) from India,
doint leadership of Than Tun and Thein Pe, was carrying out normal
activities in- accordance with ‘the decisions of the secohd Congress.
Both independent party activity and activity in the AFPFL progrese,

.;ed qui.te hell The- party was cohsolidating its poSitibB iﬂ tHe
f:'AFPFL G L

. One of the most important tasks of that period was the Kendi
%eéreement regarding the reorganieatlon of the ‘afmed’ forces.

e AUbg San, Then Tun and ‘other leaders went - to Kundi i Csylon, the

Heed quarters of South East’ Asian allied command under Admiral

?Mount Batten After negotiations there, egreement was reached.

‘_aA regular army called -Burma Rifles was to be formed out 01 the Bur-
mese patriotlc army end other anti-fascist ermed forces. It was to
be retrained by the British and-it was to be the nucleuo of the

_Burma Army in future independent Burmad. It was to be under the

. over-all command of the British with Aung San or his nominee as tho
deputy commander.

After this agreement Aung San left‘the arny, leaving many of
his close comrades and communists to continue” the t&sk ofAreorgeni-
sing Gen Aung San became whole -~ time politician and president of
the AFPFL, _

The sige of the newly formed Burma Army was very small compa-
red with the sizz of the armed personnel'taking part in the anti-

’ Japanese revolution new’y formed Burma Army Was of a division stre-
n{ngth only..Most of the arms -in the han&s of antl-adpanese fighters
were hidden away. Aung San formed the People’s Volunteer organ
isation ( P V. O ) unarmed para milltary force, out\of the demobili-

_zed ant1~fascist force. Later P v O was aomned by other patriotic

elements, eopecially the youths.
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So in the period immediately following the end of the waxr,
there were three main national revolutionary g§roups-the leftists,
as they were popularly called viz. The communist Party of Burma,
( C.P.B ), the people’s freedom socialist party ( the Socialist
Party ) and the DPeople’s Volunteer Organisation ( P,Vv.0 ) They
formed the core of the A.F.P.F.L under the presidenship of Aung San.
i Individuals rallied round that core, some individuals being the
_old liberal politicians. |
; The British reoccupatlonists knew that the masses of people
,‘ﬁ;;é behind A.F.P.F.L and that the Burmese patriots could resort

A,t9 armed struggle in case of showdowrd - ( with the existence of the

ﬁéwly formed Burma Army, the P V O and the hidden arms ). So they
tried to come to some sort of political settlement with AFPFL;

with Aung Sen. It was a time of bargainning between the British

CRNAEE TR RN A

T TS IE TURCT oL PR AL USSP S a4 s 8 £2 SO
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imperialists and A.F.P.F.L.

The split of the C.F.B

At that time, Thakin Soe was smuggled out of the country to
India by British Communists of the Royal Air Force so that he
could discuss with Indian Ccmrunists and other foreign Communists
and Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ) and review the entire situation.
Thein Pe left Calcutta for Rangoon soon after Thakin Soe's arrival.

Thakin Soe and Goshal ( the Burmese Communist Leader of Bengalil

extraction ) spent some time in the Head-quaters of Indian Commun-
ist Party in Bombay. At that time in the C.P.I leadership? Comrade
B.T. Ranadive was in ascendency. Ranadive was respensible for

left adventurism which prevailed for a number of yeafs in the

C.PXs

As mentioned above, Thakin Soe was a demoralised leader at

" “that time, and had sectnrien mistakes to his record.

_ He returned to 3urma loaded with strong convictions

'convxnced that thc 1inc, which he and the party were carrying out

was wrong, that Browderlém, the theory of peaceful devel-

pment aftér the anti fascist people’s war, must be discarded
a/t«a Pf*'g/»&éu_% o ‘ - MW‘M\B
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' that the armed struggle was the only correct method to a.chaive I=-

*;ﬂ_eedom from the British redec cupationists. He, also, asserted that
%' he was not responsible for the mistakes of the party, the culprits
being Thakin Than Tun and Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Mylnt ) who were

supposed to have cunningly imposed the 1ncorrect llne on the party

and himself. -

a

" The British governer who came back to Burma and assumed civil

'admiﬁistration started negotiations with .the A F P F L and other

political elements ( most of them anti—A.F P F L opportunists ) to

v_became defacto dnterim government The " Bri+ish governor did not
2y
aCcept the demands of the A F P F L and there was the showdown.

Governor formed the executive Council with his own stooges and
AtF P F L became the opposition. The entire people rallied around

the AF PFL and revolutionary mass struggles were waged on

various issues, agraritban, labour, civil liberties, cultural
_ economic,.political etc. Situation was very tense, confrontation
very sharp. Q§>

In Junuary 1946, the confereuce-of the central committee of

Al A A AL del TA D o N AR -
A . NE VE o
. \ « X CSp

f” _the communi t Party was convened. Almost all the members of the C C,

except a few who continue to serve in the reorganlsed Burma Army,

s

. ::7\;52."4*:,-»%‘:‘%3”:; PN, L

attended. Thakin Soe made the main politicwrl and organisational

report., It looked as though he was going to resume leadership of
the party. He criticized the old llne, the Browderist theory of
peaceful development rejected the method of negotiation with the

ritish and called for uncompromising, armed struggle against the

British.. The worst part of his new line was the wrong class policy.

Tbe proletarlat could not collaborate with the_Burmese Capitalists

'.and land lords. The proletariat must ruthlessly fight’ the ‘wavering
petty~bourgeosie so as to raise the revolutlonary tempo of the
people. He characterised General Aung San as the Bourgeois leader,.

‘rallying around hln the masses of the petty—bourgeoisme, collabora-
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tlng with the landlords and dece1v1ng qulte a big section of the

proletarlat order,to be able to fight imperialism, you must
fight Aung San, first of- all, who was sheilding imperialisﬁ
Aung San's big 1nf1uence over the people becoming the greatest ass-
ot of the 1mper1allsts. He sald the pnrty must raise the class
struggle on every fropt, not only inside the national organisation-
AFPFL, but also duside the party.

In effect, Thakin Soe was pushing the class contradictions to
Iore—front and national comtradletlon is. the contradlctlon between

i

the Burmese nation and the British: 1mper1alists to the background

duAlthough Thakin .Soe was not advooating openly the w1thdrawal :of'
-;:the C P B from thé united Front- A F P F L —_in the absence of a

lprogramme of struggle within'. the united Front his line, indeed

. was.a line of wathdrawal from the United. Front -'

. Thakin Than Tun’ wavered for ‘some tlme but accepted Thakin Soe's

politlcal line. Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ) was not politically

~and ideologically strong enough to fight it back. The result was

that the centrnl Committee approued Thakin Soe’'s political repcrt .
But Thekin Soe was not satisgsfied with that gain.He demanded

that he salone must lead the party @ith a polit-burcau ncminated by
him, not elected by the Central Commitiee. The majority of the
Central Committee, being anxious that Thakin Soe with monopoly of
leadership in his hands might lead the party on to a disastrous
course, rejected his demand. Instead the§ elected him as general
secretary with a polit-Bureau including Thakin Than Tun. and
Thein Pe Myint. But Thakin Boe said that he could not work with
opportunistsvand that if the party would not purge itself of
opoortunists, he would purge himself off the opportunists. His
policy was called "from a crack ,to a break away." He and seven
of his followers left the Central Committee, leaving behind.ZO
members and. formed Red Flag. Communlst party. The majority remained
as the Communist party of Burma (C. P B).But Thakin Soe called the
C.P.B as the'mnlteiElag COmmunlst Party..r |

. The political scene was dominated by this split It influenced
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?llftne_entire political movement in a negat;ve'way{ Thakin Soe's
*@f :perty left the & F P F L and exercised pressure on the C.P.B %o
move towaxés the left,to adopt disruptive policies in the nationai

'fUnited Front. From then on, the leftist, adventurist, soctarian

vmistakes,of Thakin Soe today, become the leflist, adventurist,

“"gectarian mistakes of the C.P.B tomorrow.

AiThe formation .of interimAggverment and national split

s Inspite of the Communist split, the confrontation between
o natlonal movement under Aung San and A ¥ P F L and the Brltlsh
fbecame sharper. The people’ s liberation struggle assumed various

{orms, legaltand illegal, constitutional and extra-coustitutional,

’énd;ﬁxeatened to break out into armed struggle. The British
ovérnment under thelabour party leaderShip;,déoidedlto win over

ek . .
.be-A F.F.P.L to work the political reforms, so &s to isolate the

Communist at the same time. The British government égreed-to the

~an
ormatlon of an interim government under Aung San, with some reins

koflpower in the hands of the British governogz&he British Army
wfgég st111 in Burma. It was agreed that the Burma Army nnder
'1§nrmeeeACommand would be expanded and improved with the help of
the British.
The formation of interim govermment under.Aung San was similar
to the formation of interim government nnderrlehru in-Tndia at
that time. It was a compromise between the A F P F L and the
British. It further strengthened . Aung San and A F P F L =
At first the C.P.B approved this Compromise, sending a
representative into the Cabinet, Thein Pe (Theln Pe Myint \. But

’n the instructions of the Communist Party of India, C P B changed

its mind. C P B charged that by forming the interim government,

o?Aung San. had betrayed the coungzz4.had_heoome_n_gollepom_tﬁz_ﬂl

the British enemy and that A FP F L had become an instrﬁment of *
‘~oppression on the 'people by the S odnpEeialist enemy. Thi n.caused

.._—

the split between C.P.B and A.F.P.F.L under Aung San. Thein Pe

'?e Mylnt ) had to resign fr om the cabinet. At-that time
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57;; Thakin Than -Tun was the gggg£§l_§gg£g§gxy“gf_ggg_ggzzy and he
. r(emained as .such until his death in 1968. -_
At the meeting of the C.C of the C P B ( in about Nov 1946 )

ik o

Thein Pe advocated that in view of further struggles against the

~

British, unity must be rebuilt with 4 F¥FL; AFPFL -Communist

PR e e e i s n R A St s Py
i Sy i

‘unity must be the main slogan. The Central Committee rejected the

proposal, Thein Pe was alleged to be wavering towapaé the enemy

and asked to take leave from active party duty so as to'study,

rﬂfé%hink; and rectify himself. Since then he Mad been'and of the
.iéédership of the C.P.B. T

i The A F P F L raised the main slogan, "Independence within .
qpéiyear." 1 e The country must becomeindg@énbnm in January 1948.

Thémyear of 1949 was a year of fmrther's%uggles of the Burmase

pégple. Aung S8an advocated peaceful methods of stuggle, negotiated
isﬁé%h the British goverment, hold the elections for the Constituent
Véééembly, and 6rganised mass demonstrations and general strikes
4f;%5€pressurise the British government. He also allowed underg;ound
 preparations for armed insurrec tion, in case the British naﬁuéed
to give independence.

In the elections for the Constituent Assembly, C.P.B contes-
ted as an opposition party and got & seats out of aboit 200, the
réét having gone to the A F P F L . The rightest parties (including
U Saw, the assassinator of Aung San ) and the Red Flag Communist

Party boycotted the elections. The Red Flags went to the-extent of

-

burning down some eclection booths.

During this period C.P.B's attitude was some-timesnegative and

sometimes positive. Some -times they called for anti-imperialist

unity with A F P ¥ L and sometimes called for all out opposition

to it. In the Cagstituent Assembly C.P.B contributed to the making

—_—

of a @emoeratic, socialist-pattern Comstitution,

During the intenBive pdmiticnl strugglesj_taking advantage
of the split.in the leftist forces ( A F P F L-Communist split)
the righﬁists under U Saw, assisted by some British circles ( =

few BritiSh dipiomats and British army officers) assassinated -
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51stance, was left, as was prOV1ded for im the defanse agreement,

vilw WAr

At first, the attitade of the C P B towerds those events was

‘, qulte p051t1ve and favourable. Thakln Than Tan, the lcader of

' C P B thought that the constimmnnlwhlch was being enforoe&, was

Workable and Aulted to the stage o; develo;ment .of the revolution.

(

.He end his lleutenents attended the offlcial celebratlons of the

_ transfer of power on- 4-p January T8

. After that he attendcd a conference in Ca’cutta sponsored
:the Commuqlsﬁ;Party of Indla and at whlch 2 representative of
the:Commln form -a Yugoslow Comrade was presenT He had discussions
with hlm end with the‘Tndlan Comnunlst Leaders. Returning from

India ‘Thakim Than Tun .changéd his views. Goshal ( a C.P.B polit
Burcan member of ﬁndian origin) too was in'India discussing with
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Indian Communist Leaders. At that time B.T Ranadive was.the leader

f‘thc Indian Communists. The changéd views of the C.P.B were

rréflected in the views expressed by Thakin Than Tun and Goshal

to the new age weekly-official orgﬁn of the C.P.I. later the_new

ine for the C.P.B was drawn,up’in detail at the H.Q of the C P I

‘4n "Bombay by Goshal and Indian Leaders. Goshal came back to Burma

with that document. which was called Goshal's line although Gashal

-

had a Burmese name, Comrade Ba Tin.~é@

e A Y S R A0 WS S B e 3 T A e S 265 4 ot e

- merged with im

“ In T'ebruary 1948,.Goshél’s line was acCepted‘by the. P.B of

‘BTRuessence.it is ‘as follows. ~A,«ﬂ:‘ e

In grantlng 1ndopendemce to Burma, the’ Britlsh imperiallsm

IR
!
i
0
v

»only manoeuvring to maintain-its oconomlc, polltlcal mllitary

a,

ranglehold oun-Burma in a new gﬁise. o

. Goshals line failed to recognise that Brltish 1mper1allsm

8S§forccd fo grant polltlcwl independence bccause of thc 1ong,

8 "inuous strug@les of the peoples of Burma, legal and iixegal

1
.‘ 5

-open and underground, violent and nom«violent,-Constltutlonal and

extraconstiinuitiional :; the laksst bring the armed anti-fascist rev-
olution, united massmovemecnts under leadership of 4 F ¥ ¥ L and the
united demand for independence by Finlong Conference of represent-
atives of various nationalities under the leadership of Aung San.
Goshal’s line chatacterised the independendence accheived in
Jaﬁ 1948 as sham, fake independence-~ not~ real indeépendenca
Goshal's line oharacteriéed the A F P F L which accepted the
transfer of power, as the national organisation of the Bo&}geosie
and landlorils under the leadership of the national Bourgeoisie.
And the C.P.B asserted that tue national Bourgeoisie, by accepting

the sham independence, had gone -on the road of collaboration with

'imperlalism without & return road, that the national Bourgasisic

-had no opp081tlonal roln to play, and that they had Complately

erialism.

~Fighting national Bourgesisie was considened to be one and

e as fighting imperialisn.
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agalnst the A F P F. L -imperialistst

The A F P F L leaders got information about the new line of
-the C.P.B before it became official and were worried by the pros-
fpect of frat101dali%;g_ .. They were also facing a denger from
‘the Raren oppositionists ( the national minority whom the conser-

ative circles of Britain and the -phristian missionaries wore

acking, not only polltically but also materially) A-F: PaF L.
'ers tried to come’ to- understandlng wxbh the C P. Bia FPF L

~4

ven'announced formatlgn*ggﬁa negotlatlng committee of the provisx—

nal_parllament to talk w1th CuPs BQDThey trled to get | contaots with

S B e
i 3leadern-through Thein Pe (' ‘Thein Pe Myint )

C P B CentralfCommittee was meeting and was dlscuss1ng'the

Ihey'were debaflng about: the natlonal Bourge0151e of Burma Whether

1ﬁas an- QppOSltlonal role*ur 1mper1allsm Who were the big

’“ourgeois and landlord elemonts ete.

Meanwhile Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint j bublisbedAhis counter-

ees in. the newspapers. T independence given to Burma was not

i ham independence Jbut polltlcal independence_wnioh'must ve used

;the Burmese patriots, Burmese neoplé, to work for economic

to smash remaining bases of-imperlallsm in econon

iecs,

lependence,

military and cultural fields. He asscrted that national Bourgesisie

not one and the same; ‘that the national Bour-

Qre -

fd imperialism were
1mperiallsm, that the

geoisic has oppositlonal role tow play

ontradlctlon might not be manifest at that tlme but must develope

d that AFPF L is a popular national organisation with which

P B must unite to consolidate” 1ndependence. He called for leftist

nity of C.P.B, the sociallst party aad the pHo ( the latter two bexﬁ

o form as hard core of the natlonal unity for

7

'mtheAFPrL)t

natlonal democratlc revolutlon.

He characterlsed the national libertion war whlch was envisa-

ged in Goshal line, as a fratlcldal ¢ivil war.
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Meanwhile the leadership of the C P B W&ged strikes of the
 oh Yimlo illage

orkers and the Peasantd'y Congress at PylnmanaZF led by C P B )

:sclared all out struggle agalnst AFPFL government,_no tax,

% ‘no-nut campaigns, mass disobedience campaigns eto g

A section of the A F P F L leadership became very .Bsetional.
‘They'saw a pattern of .insurrection ( to be armed in due courge -)
in the line and activities of the C.P.B . They must act before the

roélinsurrectlon of C.P.B. "Before birth, it must be aborted" was

:surgents. Very soon it will be 25 years old but no: end and no vic—

tory ‘insight. e -

‘;The wrong class apgrouch persists

s

Although the C+FP. B led 1nsurrections &3325 years oid there ..

has been no change in their vasic line, the class apprach to the
;problems being the same thnrnugh outs, Ths§ charaoterised the
';A;F P F L under the. 5001allst Party and U Nu as the _organisation
of the big Bourgeoisie and land lord classes. They 1gnored\rhe mass
~class organisatlons under-A F P F L and the petty-bourgeosie
-5(1nat10nal Bourgeois;e in Burma being more of petty-Bourgeosie sta-
rus ) which was supporting the AéF P F L, They ignow2d that the

1 F PF L government, in the first years after independencs, tried

o.atteck foreign Capital ( e.g nationalised Timber and~rice-indus—
fss, British transport compénies,'state mOnopoly “of* £0re1gn’trade
“and establlshed state banking ) and tried "t0" carry out radlcal land

'7reforms ( 1 nd natlonallsatlon and dlstrlbution Act eto )

e
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They equated the repressive measures of the AFPF L govern-

ment whlch were meted out to them in course of combating insur”ecoao“

Gy &DdﬁCl&SS nature, Their yardstick to measure the government was
repression and they would regard anyone as their ally 1f theat one
: @pposed the AFPF L government...,

They were so much endeared to the armed methods of struggle

hat%any acheivement thhout armed struggle was not real, be it

e

|n dof.U Nu. called for unltJ of Communists,
d other,prOgressi;eﬁind@ﬁiduaié‘to'oéfr§LQp§@%Elpoiﬁ,

igwciglists"ond P

réd by the C P B

.atlonal demoaratic programme. 1t waS'lg
:ad c. P B. inc1ted PV O's agalnst the. Socialists.ﬁl;fﬁ

In 4949 and’ round’ 1220 the leadorshlpfof the Burma Army

“‘aded by General Ne Win ce 1led for ending of the patioldnl conflict

he basis of general clections to the pnrllament under Communist,

;pg@&, ARPPRE % joinf supervision ( at that %ime C P B was not yet

1bé$ned as illegal by the govcrment lnoplte of their rebellion ). C@?

fThe CPB dld not even con81der 1t instead’ C P B, together with
the out lawed rpa—zlﬂg Communist.Party and part of rebellious P V O's

_(,People s VolunteeT Organisations ) boy cotted the general elections

-~

:burﬁlng down clectlon booths etc.
1949-50"'s were nost dldfucult years for the govefnment being
'eurrounded by various rebellians ond being 1ronlcally naned vy
Britlsh mass pediq as Rangoon government ( Even Insein"gt t)at timc
512 miles from the center of Rangoon was in- the hands of the Karcn
réoels). . | ) 1 T -
© A P.P.F.L governhent under U Nu raised tht slogan "Poace withir
one year" which was Countercd by "Victory within two years" the,

sioganfowa ?VB:who openly said that they would build their *& °

1ﬁ;nof£§13ﬁ£ﬁéo@iﬁh thc Chlnese help.\
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But in the following years, p051tion of the AFPFL govt
improvend insurgent groups wcakened— a good number of then surrendel
to the govt in return for civil liberties 3nd faCilities for legal
political activity.

In 1954, AF PF L govit under U Nu estnblished gbod _rdlations
eith the Peoples' China and signed, together with Ch. ina and India
phe Joint dectaration of 5 point peaceful Co-existence. Burma under

;U Nu became a sponsoring country of the Bundung Conference of Afro-

'eian Countriecs. QZ)

e m——————

ing bhe “same ,

1;' ‘goneral 1mnesty, legal existence and frccdomnof political activitj
in Teturn for giving up of armed struggle by the C P B and other
?insurgents.

Nothing was achisve out oi these. noves. except that more
.insurgcnts surrendered to the government.
C.P.B. continued to call for negot&ations. But they dever spelt
uf any difinite basis for negotiation - Actually lt was negotiation

for negotiatlcn s sake.

1

i

Revolutionary Council, also the same; but worse

The'C.P.B. ogntinued with the 1955 line upto 1964,
Since Independence, there were in Burma many developments

rbich the C.P.B did not seem to recognise. By about 1953 Burnese

gov ent had terminated all agreenents Wibh the British which-
imposed some obligations on Burma, such as obligation to stay in
E ?3the Found Sterling area or obvligation to accept British military

‘ advisers. Fron 1954‘onwards, Burna emerged as a Strick1§ neubral

q
# . . i . e emaan oo s
Y



.There grew up some snall scale and medium scale nqtionql :ﬁ.ndus—;,j

_ies. Burmese natignal Bourgcolsie was young and weak dbut determlneé ;

radicalised the peasants and other working people. .
'In the A F P P L and other political partics and in ‘the army,

polltloal polarisation took place, a big porﬁion beconing progress—

give. ‘The politically awakened people were discontent wmth vne econo-
ic.s*ognationg and fed up with ycnrs -long Lnsurgency. )
C.P.B. did not recognlse the positive. faotors in the 1nternau—
?:ional situation tco. By 1960's theirVideological'positlonS'and polit-
{cal thinking were drawn much mongécloser to'thouChine30wcommunism.

TherefOre, in 1962, when the revolutionary Council headed by

P Ty S HII PR Y 2T

“ Gen Ne Win came to power, the c.P.B. was, at first, vewildered and

ACEITIIUNT,

ﬁé-then saw nothing new in the change. They thought that the Burmese

'ﬁﬁ.foaotion, the Tuling Bourgeois-landlord regime, had split Jjust fof

oolfisg class interests -and group power. The o1a§s cnemy of the

CfP B was in crisis. To get out of the crisis the leader of the

Gen Ne Win establis—

bureeucratlc capilalist and londlord classes,
hed military dictatorship The Coming to power of the Revolutionary

jCouncn.l led by Gen. Ne Win was nothlng but milltary dlcﬁnmorshlp of

J_ Bureaucratic Capitallsts and the landlords. To deceiﬁe'the

people and the world, the revolutionary Coun01l declﬁred Butmose <

mway to socmallsm. To broaden the social bsge of the mrlltary dlctato—

, the Burna 8001ali tProbramn

,rship of thc Bourgcolis 1and :kord ‘classcs

z} farty Pooplo%morkvr Counoils nmlPeoplcé Peosants Councils meTe foh
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: Although the C.P.B. held such views," they oontlnued with thei

1ogan of "Peace through negotiation",
Just after march 1962, the revolutlonary Council diclared gen

'ral amhesty as a gesture for peace and good will The C.P. B. said

Ohdzpreﬁsurise the Ne¢ Win. government_to oonoéde to 211 their demands
Their first demand was that the Reoolutloncry governmont must
provide facilities for the return to Burma of Communist.Leaders

<5r051ding in People's China and for the rcunion of those returnccs

-

'%g*tee to neet in full strength. Owing to dlfflcultlcs of all klnds,
VoRhk R -

irLongtnegotlations qtartcd Revolutionary Council was very
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ecager to come to terms w1th the C.P.B, knowing that it was the

b; ELot force among 1nsurgcnbs and had Chinese backing. The revolut—

ionary council explalned to them its immediate political and econonic
programme ond its determinabion.to march towards socialisn and
sought the cooperation of the C.P,B.

But the C.P.B had different vicws, attitudos‘ond aims. As
explained above, their apalysis of the class charactersof the
revolutionary Council and their fundamental polltlcwl line waw the

gamec as before. Ne @in governmcnt was the military -dictatovship of

the burcancratlc capitalists and lnndlords. It was thu main encmy

of the proletccrlat It was . an 1mpcriallst agent i I
oallaboratlon between the C P.B and the revolutlonary Councfi ‘So,
what they demanded was rocognltlon by Ne Win governmcnt of their
"liberated areas" with the right to have their own urned forccs to
dofend and to levy toxes in their own areas. After that a geaso-flre.
At the negotiating table, the C P B concentrated on thesedemandsand

putside they held peate. denonstrations t6 Pressurisa -the government. @

- Had tho‘revblutionary government conceded" to the CiF.B demands,
Union of Burma would bc,@isinntegrnted,'becanse other insurgént“
groups-nany. nationalities among thom, would have many othor "liber-
ated arecs" and many other "armies" to defend then.

“!» 25

The revolutionary Counoil ‘refused bo concodo to tbem and nogot-

-~

{fations broke off-

Communist Leaders went back to where they came.
Thakin Ba Thein Tin and a few other leaders were flown back to
Peking. But most of them went to jungle and joined Thakin Than Tun.

After those events, C.P:B adopted what they call 1964 line.

It was a linc of all out struggle with the slogans "Power Cones.

from the barrel of the gun“ "Estﬂblished Lpower" " No Compromise"
ete. They carried out their own great proletarian ‘Cultural revolutlon
inside their own ommﬁkxwu,vtLLmﬁqis. '

Party members and 1caders were cxunrned by Thakln Than Tun

and Peklng rcturnees ( those who were in China fOr a number.of

years and rcturned during ncgotldtions ) whether ‘one stick to the



Qa * »

55
old 1955 line or strickly followed the 1964~1ine; whether onewwng

soft during the negotiations or hard; whether one felt repentent
about the break down of negotlatlons and self- Justlocdand hnnpy
2bout the breakdown and whether one was a revisionist or true
Maoist. The 1955-1line followers were overthrown, expelled and kjLied
Two members of the Polit Bureau, Goshal ( alifls Comrade Ba Tin Yo
and Comrade Htay and some members of the Central Committec werc
killed. ”hakin Than Tun himsclf was killed by avmember of his .
bodyguard who surrendered to the government Now only three old
timers.were in the Central Committeo, Ba Theln Tln ( now in Peking),
Thakin Chit -( now member of the Polit Bur a ) and fhakin Z:.n ( now
chairman of the.C. P B ). All the other members. are unknown and new
members with Pcklng Returnees ( who survived the oulturﬁl revolutlont
end who do not surrender to tho government ) holdlng key p051tions.

, What remains of the 1ife of the C.P. B as.a party and ss_a fig-
hting force depend on the sll round support given them by‘thefbhineSe
Communist Party "and negntlvo social,and polltic&l consequences of
the mlstnkes, defeots and weaknesses Comnitted by the government
of U Na Win nnd the Lanzin rarty cspecially in the sphere “of econo-
mlcs.'Ir the government nnd the Lanz1n Party oan rectify them, tnc

c P 3 wilr not:survive even if the Chinese Comm ists continuc to

. ‘_

give that all round support. o : “
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