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The Schools of Music and Drama 

present the 41st program of the 1990-91 season 


and the 207th Opera Theater Production. 
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MOROCCO 


Music 
Dominick Argento 

Libreno 
John Donahue 

Peter ErOs .............Conductor 


Theodore Deacon .......Director 


Robert Dahlstrom .... Set Design 


Richard K. Hogle ....... Lighting 


Karen Ledger ......... Costumes 
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Support "Friends of Opera" 


Please mate checks payable to: 


"Friends of Opera" • School of Music, DN-I0 

University ofWashington • Seattle, WA 98195 

UpcominlConcer1s 

Faculty Redtal; Emilie Berendsen, mezzo-soprano and Lisa Bergman, piano 
January 22, 8:00 PM, Meany Theater 

Guest Artist Recital; James Silfennan, piano; January 25,8:00 PM Brechemin 
Auditorium 

Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band; February 5, 8:00 PM, Meany Theater 

Keyboard Debut Series; February 14,8:00 PM, Brechemin Auditorium 

Early Music Festival; February 16, 11 AM to 5 PM; Brechemin Auditorium 

Early Music: Festival: Edward Hansen, organ; February 16,8:00 PM, 
Walker-Ames Room (Kane Hall) 

Early Music Festival: The Musical-Poetical Club; February 17, 3:00 PM, 
Brechemin Auditorium 

Festival of Electro-Acoustic Music:; February 19,8:00 PM, Meany Theater 

/-20 



l)A-'r -:r:p i I r 

Cast of Characters 
(in order of appearance) 
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A Lady with a Hand Mirr
An Operetta Singer 
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3t-~Vt" V\. 
Alison W. Guay 

A Lady with a Cake Box Laurie Hungerford FHnt 

A Lady with a Hat Box 
A Foreign Singer 

Catherine Treadgold 

A Man with Old Luggage 
First Puppet 
An Operetta Singer 

Kurt Alakulppi 

A Man with a Paint Box Daniel Jon Ames 

A Man with a Shoe Sample Kit MelUlrkh 
Second Puppet 

A Man with a Coronet Case Randel R. Wagner 
A Puppet Maker 

Mimes David S. Roach 
MoUyHaU 

'We 6uilt asliip upon the stairs ... 

'But 'Tomfell out atui Ii.u.rt Iiis K...nu, 
So there was no one £eft 6ut me. 

- ~6ert £e'fllis Stevenson 

[The opera is without intennission] 

____I .. 

Director's Notes Theodore Deacon 

Existentialist scenarios are common in spoken theatre but infrequent 
in the operatic repertoire. Dominick Argento's Postcard from Moroc­
co is one of those rarities and its wide popularity and acclaim is rarer 
still. Like its spoken brethren, Postcard deals with complex questions 
concerning the existence of deity. the identification and defining ofself, 
and the refusal of the individual to conform to artificial standards. All 
is made delightfully palpable with music that aptly captures the text's 
airy humor and sharp satire. To complement the libretto's transcenden­
tal themes and its non sequitur arrangement of scenes our designer 
Robert Dahlstrom has taken his inspiration from the fantasy skyscapes 
of the Belgian painter Rene Magritte. Postcard from Morocco 
presents many challenges to both performers and audience, yet. like its 
cast of befuddled tourists, they may find that the journey and the 
destination are one and the same. 

Synopsis 
The scene is an exotic train depot - perhaps in Morocco, perhaps not 

- where an intriguing variety of passengers while away their time as 
they wait for a connection to their next stop. For diversions there are 
oddly revealing entertainments, dubious refreshments. ominoUs ser­
vants, and an unusual debate by an all-too-real puppet show on the 
construction of a magical ship. In this strange, otherworldly place, the 
tourists give glimpses of themselves while acting out their hopes, 
anxieties, and fantasies. 

Among this small group is a young woman addicted to her mirror, 
an elderly man with a penchant for second-hand luggage, an aspiring 
musician with predatory instincts, a once-noted hat maker whose days 
of glory have long since faded, a cocky shoe salesman, a mysterious 
lady who keeps hidden in a cake box the secrets of a love affair, and a 
meek gentleman with a painter's box. These travelers just might find 
out where the next train will take them, if only they could discover a 
fellow passenger vulnerable enough to reveal what he carries in his 
closely-guarded luggage. 



Production Staff 

Staff for Postcard from Morocco 

Stage Manager William Spaulding 
Assistant Stage Manager Raja Benchekroun 
Technical Director Paul A. Taylor 
Scenic Artists . Jeanne Franz, Nonn Scrivner 
Rehearsal Accompanists Lisa Bergman, Kevin Johnson 

Running Crew: I>an Aasheim, Kristi Barnes, Shirl Denault, Beth Felton, 
Philip Heier, Mike Lee, Jennifer Mcintyre, Patrick Scott 


Set Construction Crew: Chris McBride, Hoy Robinson, Edward Cage, 

Bob Boehler, Lisa Bellard. Leilah Stewart. Eric Graves. SCOU Atherton, 

Monica Jolley, Bonnie Koval. Devin Thompson, Alan SaIm, Tom Stiles 


Costume Construction Crew: Mary Beth Gagner, Laura Downing. 
Rachel Boughton, Cynthia Abbott 

Staff for the Schools of Music and Drama 

Production Manager Anne Stewart 
Head, Design and Technical Production Robert A. Dahlstrom 
Technical Director Jay Glerum 
Lighting Advisor Richard Devin 
Costume Advisor Sarah Nash Gates 
Publicist Shantha Benegal 
Opera Coach Lisa Bergman 
Scene Shop Supervisor Alan Weldin 
Scene Shop Carpenter Malcom Brown 
Property Master Alex Danilchik 
Costume Shop Supervisor Jim Wauford 
Costumer Josie Gardner 
Wig Stylist Jan Johnston 
Meany Hall Staff John Poulson. Dave Saxton 

Pete Zink, Moo Wauda 
Poster Design Skot O'Mahony 
Program Design David Wilcox 
Program Printing UW Copy Duplicating Services 
Tickets UW Arts Ticket Office 

Acknowledgements: "Flying by Poy", ACT, Seattle Repertory Theater, 
Intiman Playhouse. Empty Space Theater. Seattle Opera Association. 
Michael Moore, Robert Schaub. Noel Uzemack 

Special Thanks: "Friends ofOpem" 
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