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Siamese fighting fish in glass bottles. These fish, when the dividers are taken away will very
aggressively pose, and if together will respond to each other violently as a way of demonstrating
their strength and masculinity, to assert their right to hold territory and to mate. This report
highlights some of the dominant attitudes and behaviours that drive masculinity and its expression
in Cambodia. The report also identifies issues that can act as the sheets of paper between the
fish, to modify the social environment in order to promote and maintain harmony rather than
violence.




Foreword

“Wise Before Their Time” highlights the complex links between violence, alcohol use, the use of
pornography and notions of masculinity and femininity. This research, which is supported by other
national level research, indicates threats levelled at individual children and which also face an entire
generation in Cambodia - a generation that represents the future.

The future is threatened when 82% of boys and 84.5% of girls are exposed to pornography from a young
age; the average age at which children first encounter pornography is 13.2 years. The impact of this can

be highly destructive, affecting self-esteem, sexual scripts, gender norms and social, emotional and sexual
development of children. We must work together to make sure that this generation is well equipped to
be the peer models for a new tomorrow. '

The report combines qualitative and quantitative methods that reveal serious challenges for the
Government, for civil society and NGO’s in Cambodia. It advocates change at the level of cultural
perceptions. It points to ways that build upon the excellent work on rights and individual behaviour that
has characterised the dominant response to violence and its triggers within rural Cambodia.

“Wise Before Their Time” explores male role models, and the characteristics of ideal men. Ideal men are
described as “strong but not violent, men who look after their family, men who do not drink too much
alcohol, men whose behaviour does not spoil the reputation of their family”. The report recommends the
use of these culturally grounded notions to promote a new fictional character who embodies all the
characteristics that children have pointed out as admirable in a good man, a good parent and a good
neighbour.

We take new hope as we consider alternative approaches to build communities’ resilience against
violence; non-violent ways of conflict resolution and to promote positive heroes and role models. Ina
society that is built upon traditional values to promote harmony, in a society that must create an identity
that reconciles the realities of the future, then the prompts for structural as well as actor orientated
approaches to protect communities from violence are essential.

Be encouraged, be challenged, and be engaged in protecting children.
By

His Excellency, David Reader,
British Ambassador to Cambodia.
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migmm wis tﬁ@lwgezst and ‘most important
bu lated research activities. The title
¢ r‘ass Ehe consi derable surprlse (and sorrow) of
e:zd Wlth chezs pro;eet upon ﬁn it g t:hzu: chuldren and young people in Kandal

sxposed not only to a sngmf“cant level of gender*based violence, but also to a high level of

p’d'rhbgraphy;;s;dmé“of it h’ard-core.kThey know so much about these issues while they are still so very

young.

A second component of the overall project was production of a catalogue of materials and approaches
addressing gender-based violence in Cambodia and south-east Asia. The research examined material
dealing with Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, Burma, Malaysia and the Philippines. As this part of the project
progressed, it became apparent that the extensive literature dealing with gender-based violence in
Thailand is mostly in the Central Thai language and thus inaccessible to most persons working in this field
in Cambodia. Accordingly, the search was broadened to i’nclude the south Asian region of India, Pakistan
and Bangladesh, where there is an extensive literature on gender-based violence. A fepresentative sample

of works was collected on gender-based violence and interventions in these countries.

The third part of the project was to analyse NGOs’, government’s and other pérties’ work on gzz‘:ﬁd@r»

based violence and to determine gaps and potential partnerships for World Vision Cambodia in the Kandal

Stung district.

:F&maréﬁh ‘mﬁ ﬁﬂm’gt x’f@i& ;%uw:z%y mmhmdmlag:es and sample sizes.

Executive Summary

Overview

e This report presents the outcomes of research about gender-based violence among young people
in the Kandal Stung district. Conducted between June and August 2005, the research breaks new
ground in the study of gender-based violence in Cambodia by combining qualitative and
quantitative research techniques, and by moving from an approach to gender-based violence based
on notions of individual pathology to one fdcused on structural-and cultural factorsﬁ, Instead of
addressing male violence by focusing solely on individual perpetrators whose behaviour must be
modified, this report examines the cultural and structural dimensions of violence—issues such as

- masculinity and how this is influenced by alcohol; pornography and factors such as changing gender

roles and limited male employment in rural areas.

Outcomes

e The research found that a significant level of violence is directed at young people in Kandal Stung
by both teachers and parents. It found that 55.6 percent of boys and |9 percent of girls between
the ages of 12 and 18 years claimed they had been beaten by their teacher. Although 66.7 percent

~ of boys and 38.2 percent of girls claimed they had been beaten by their father, an even higher
figure, 75.6 percent of boys and 59.6 pe’réent of girls, claimed they had been beaten by their

mother.

e Despite several years of exposure to programmes-about rights,-an. extracrdmartly high percentage
of young people viewed the violence directed at them as legitimate, |3. 3 percent of boys and 155
percent of girls considering that being hit by a parent was always Iegltlmat,e. Only 35.6 percent of
boys and 36.2 percent of girls considered that parents beating a son (or daughter, respectively)

was always wrong.

e A very high 95.1 percent of boys considered someone should intervene if a boy was being beaten
by his parents, and a similarly high 96.1 percent of girls thought someone should intervene if a girl
was being beaten. The persons considered best placed for interventions were relatives, followed

by neighbours, the village chief and the police.
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Young women were aware of rape and snal safety, although 61.4

percent of respondents said that rape nev munity. Importantly, a shift in

ye; contrary to earlier research,

ent of girls) sau:i that rape victims
, p&rﬁsomﬂ qualities and to her rights—

rights issues.

The research drew a link between notions of masculinity, alcohol use and violence. It presented

data suggesting that masculine identities are under threat from factors such as macro-economic
change and low levels of male employment, in concert with the rise of factory work for women. In
this context, men who are alcohol-affected are likely to perceive others’ behaviour as challenging

and more likely to be violent—whether towards wives or fellow villagers at festive occasions.

Possibly the most significant outcome is the finding that a high percentage of children in Kandal
Stung are exposed to pornography at an extremely young age. Only 17.8 percent of boys and 5.5
percent of girls had not encountered pornography. The mean age at which children first
encounter pornography is 13.2 years; many children encounter pornography when they are
substantially younger than |2. Although only 28.2 percent of respondents said that they could

access pornography in their own communities, 47.6 percent knew where they could obtain it.

Pornography causes a premature sexualising of children’s lives by causing th@m t;@;’imc:‘;sw’ ’it,byout

sexuality and to want to be sexually active before they are emotionally, physically or socially

ery young, their exposure to

prepared to mntérid;vvith may impair their de

On the basis of this research and other research in Cambodia
direct link between the consumption of pornography by you
rape—rape within marriage, gang rape (bauk) and, par*ti@@l&;

who themselves are minors or even in early adolescence.
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Recommendations

It is suggested that WVC, as part of its Kandal Stung RGBV project, seek to sensitise school
teachers and parents, both mothers and fathers, that the punishment they inflict upon their
students and children is gender-based violence and an infringement of their rights. For all, from
commune chiefs and village chiefs to school teachers and parents, the problem is not just their use

of violence towards children, but their failure to recognise that they are using violence.

It is suggested that WVC implement an alcohol reduction campaign as part of the RGBV project in

‘Kandal Stung. Campaigns portraying the shameful side of drunkenness should be highly effective

because the shame of drunken behaviour is a “well-known secret”. Working on limiting drinking

- through taiking about the physical ill effects of high consumption of alcohol should reinforce this

message.

This report discusses significant issues in men'’s constitution of masculinity and notions of self-
worth, such as coping, autonomy, the good man, thinking ahead and sexuality. It is suggested that
WVC programming in Kandal Stung might address these areas through the use of WHO life skills
programmes and techniques in order to give men a greater understanding of the outside pressures
on their lives and identities. Such programmes would give men a higher self-esteem and sense of
personal autonomy, with the aim of decreasing the occasions on which they feel their self is
threatened and the likelihood that they will resort to violence as a means of constituting and
protecting their masculine identity. It has also been suggested that WVC programming might

address anger control for both men and women.

The research paid attention to masculine role models, and the overwhelming majority of
respondents replied in terms of characteristics of ideal men: men who were strong but not
violent, men who could look after their family, men who did not drink too much, men whose
behaviour did not soil the reputation of their family. If work were to begin on promoting a
particular character as a role model, it is suggested that that this be an entirely new fictional
character who embodies all the solid and culturally grounded characteristics that the children

pointed out as admirable in a good man, a good parent and a good neighbour.

Given the extremely adverse effects that pornography has on the lives and development of young

people, this issue must be addressed with some urgency by WVC. This will require both additional

22




research and the development of a specific programme to combat the effc

existing section of the peace-building curriculum is unlikely to

e The finding that a high | ’ g f%ﬁmﬁlni Stung children are exi::xc;’sed' to pornography is
exckémﬁz‘y ,séﬁﬁmﬁf,élf’td'z;if*é%é]lqrtr‘éé,J'at;:ldiﬁtméd r"ésea'r(‘:h.’ffAlthéugh there is some existing quantitative
research by t’:ha’NGC‘)s Child Welfare Gr’oup’ and World Hope, some additional quantitative

*'r’ﬁesealf'é;h may be necessary to establish the extent to which this data from Kandal Stung reflects
thé sifuation'fin other areas of the country. However, both in Kandal Stung and elsewhere, the
bulk of research should be qualitative. Little is known about the impaét of pornography on
children in a country at Cambodia’s current stage of development, so very fundamental research is

required to understand pornography’s impact on these children and to develop campaigns to

counter its impact.

Chapter One

Introduction

This chapter discusses the scope of the project, the focus of the research and the methodologies.

The Overall Research Project

The research consisted of field research conducted in the Kandal Stung district of Kandal province, in the
six communes of World Vision’s Kandal Stung Area Development Programme (ADP). The district is
located about 45 minutes to the south of Phnom Penh.# The research aimed to make a comprehensive
situational analysis of gender-based violence, with a special focus on “anthropological analysis”, understood
as the collection of qualitative data, and the collection of baseline figures for gender-based violence among

young people

The consultant for the project was a specialist in Thai society with 20 years’ experience in Thailand, as
well as research experience in Cambodia and a range of other diverse cultural areas, and who had specific
expertise in the areas of masculinity and of alcohol use in relation to the construction of masculine
identities. Following discussions between the consultant and World Vision Cambodia’s senior peace and
justice programme manager, the following broad research aims were clarified. First, it was intended that
the research would contribute to a better understanding of Cambodian cultural ideas about gender-based
violence. Second, by working with children between 12 and 18, the research aimed to gain a deeper
understanding of the development of relations between the sexes, of what they saw as appropriate gender
roles and of the construction of masculinity in relation to gender-based violence. A third component was a
survey to collect quantitative base-line data on the incidence of gender-based violence experienced by
young people, young people’s perceptions of gender-based violence and their views of how individuals

(and, by implication, communities) should respond to gender-based violence.

On the basis of his experience in the region, the consultant suggested that, in addition, a short section of

the survey should focus on exposure to pornography, the type of pornography and young people's

*. The six communes are Kandaok, Kork Trab, Prek Slaeng, Boeng Khyang, Prek Roka and Trea.
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responses to it. It was considered that features of contemporary life such as globalisation, MTV and the
internet, were likely to have been joined by pornography in influencing contemporary young people’s
notions of gender, in particular young males’ notions of masculinity and scripts for sexual behaviour. This
hypothesis' ‘was supported by existing research conducted by the Cambodian non-government
organisations Child Welfare Group and World Hope, which suggested that there is a high level of
exposure of Cambodian youth to pornography, and by interviews with the staff of organisations working
with female victims of violence, which suggested a strong relationship between male use of pornography

and sexual and other marital violence.s

Although there is little or no research on the impacts of pornography in south-east Asian societies, there
is a significant body of scientific literature addressing its impacts in western societies. This literature
suggests that male exposure to violent pornographic materials has socially harmful consequences such as
the development of callous attitudes towards rape, rape myth acceptance and the acceptance of violence
against women.6 Moreover, when women are exposed to pornography that promotes rape myths,
research suggests that they experience a decrease in self-esteem.” In Cambodia, recovering from the
traumas of the past 30 years and simultaneously exposed to the impacts of globalised western culture, the

impact of pornography is likely to be even more harmful.

The research results in the following chapters show that pornography is highly significant in the lives of
adolescents in Kandal Stung, contributes to their early 'sexualisation and is likely to be influential in the
constitution of masculinity and femininity and sexual behaviour. It is also likely to be a major contributor
to phenomena such as the rape of extremely young children by perpetrators who are, themselves, only
adolescents. Since some pornography depicts various forms of forced and group sex, it is also likely to be
a contributing factor (if not the determinant factor) in the rise of the Cambodian phenomenon of gang

rape or bauk.8

5. Child Welfare Group/World Hope, A Preliminary Study into the Accessibility by Minors of Pornography in Cambodia
(Phnom Penh: Child Welfare Group/World Hope, 2003). ,

¢, J. Norris, “Social Influence Effects on Responses to Sexually Violent Materials Containing Violence” journa! of Sex
Research, Vol. 28/1 (1991), pp. 67-76. :
7. Ibid. Indeed, Norns claims that studies show that pornography has a greater negative effect on women than an
men.

8 L. Bearup, Paupers & Princes: Youth Attitudes Toward Gangs, Violence, Rape, Drugs and Theﬁ (Phntam 'F’eﬁh GZAD
2003)
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Research Methods

Qualitative Research .

r:apable in the Khmer Ianguage, research was conducted with the aid of a translator cum research

assistant.

Due to their long-term presence and personal relationships with village and commune chiefs and many of
the children in the district, through the many WVC development projects, Kandal Stung ADP staff assisted
in organising interviews, group discussions and focus groups. In line with best practice, participants were
not paid to participate in focus groups, group discussions or one-on-one interviews. However, children
who responded to the surveys were allowed to keep the pens which they used to fill in their survey forms
and were given an exercise book and a cake of soap, articles they could use at school and in their daily

lives.

Group discussions: These were held to assist the orientation of the consultant in the Kandal Stung district.
Three discussions were held: among the members of the WVYC Kandal Stung ADP staff, among the
members of the Kandal Stung children’s peace-building group, and among Ministry of Women’s Affairs

(MWA) commune-level female violence volunteers.

Focus groups: Focus groups were conducted among several groups of young people drawn from a variety of
communes in the Kandal Stung ADP, among the members of commune councils and am@ng’:\*,ﬁézhgol
teachers. Mindful of recent criticism of focus group research, the groups aimed at eliciting i'nﬁ;ight:’ into
cultural practices and the structural logic underlying them, rather than the “moral” or ,‘»“?:;s;;itfxisezﬁﬁuai”

models of social practices that focus groups can so easily produce.® Working via a translator, notes were

taken directly in English, key concepts being noted in Khmer by both the consultant and r

ssistant.

Focus groups were used to explore general issues and concepts r@)m&é' t

masculinity/femininity and to identify individuals who were willing to spyeka.‘k at |

’. R. Bolton, “Rethinking Anthropology: The Study of AIDS”, in H.T. Brumm@lhum
Sexual Risk: Anthropological Perspectives on AIDS (Amsterdam: OPA Publishers,
AIDS: Perspectives From the Margin (Oxford and New York: Berghahn, 2005).
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topics and who seemed to be particularly thoughtful or insightful about these issues. Later some of these
people were contacted for one-on-one structured interviews. Focus groups typically had seven to eight
members. However, because respondents were teenagers, both focus groups and interviews were carried

out in a relaxed style; in one case, a male teenager was joined by three friends who happened to be

strolling past, and a one-on-one interview turned into a much more dynamic and, ultimately, highly

productive small focus group. Focus groups lasted from one hour to two and a half hours, depending on
group dynamics and the time of day. Focus groups conducted during the relative cool of the morning were

typically longer because respondents were more talkative at this time than during the hot afternoons.

In total, 10 varied focus groups were. conducmd (using a mix of single-sex and mixed-sex groups.

mixed-sex group was conducted among secondary school teachers. This was an extraordinarily valuable
group, and both the older, more experienced, and younger, less experienced, teachers had much to
contribute, particularly about the development of gender identities among their students. Focus groups
were conducted with children between the ages of 12 and 18. One mixed-sex focus group was carried out
among high-school students. Two single-sex focus groups were conducted among the members of the
WYVC Kandal Stung children’s Peace Road Club. Two mixed-sex focus groups were held with “general”
children drawn from two villages in Prek Roka commune. Two groups were conducted with the members
and chiefs of commune councils. One was conducted among village development committee (VDC)

leaders, and two with the leaders and members of VDCs,

Interviews: Structured interviews were conducted with two village chiefs and two commune chiefs (the
latter alongside focus groups with members of commune councils). Structured interviews were also held
with five boys aged from 13 to |5 years, and with two girls aged 14 and 16. The interviews with the village
and commune chiefs were valuable, and all respondents were relatively open and forthcoming. However, it
was felt that all respondents tended to minimise violence in their own village or commune, emphasising
what they claimed were much greater problems in adjoining villages or communes. While all were attuned
to gender-based violence that causes extreme hurt, few were equally concerned with the more frequent
forms of gender-based violence that cause lower levels of physical and mental pain. The interviews with
the young people were extremely valuable and were comfortable and relaxed occasions because they
were conducted towards the end of the field research, after respondents had generally met the
researchers on several prior occasions. Issues such as pornography and access to and use of pornography,
which the researchers anticipated would be difficult to talk about, proved to be unproblematic, and muc:h

information was gained that pomts to possible future research in this area.
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Interviews were also conducted with the directors of ’ | agencies working on

gender-based violence in Phnom Penh. Having mbodia over a long

period, the consultant was fam approach was us

to elicit the names of e field. Interviews were used to

in Kandal Stung district, to collect copies of

cports and position p pers (or, more often, to borrow them for copying), and to inform their

ders of WVC sf@f‘thwmmg RCSBVpro;ectm Kandal Stung.

Circlé of Life: An additional technique for eliciting data from children and young people is the circle of life.
The technique is drawn from life-skills education programmes, an area in which the consultant has had
extensive experience in the areas HIV/AIDS and adolescent reproductive health.'0 Life skills are, as WHO
put it: “skills for the enhancement of psychosocial competence: i.e. those skills that enable individuals to deal
effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life. This generic type of skills includes decision
making, problem solving, self-awareness and communication skills.”!! Usually used as a teaching technique, the
circle of life functions equally well in exploring how children and young people conceptualise their lives and

relations with others as they think back to the past and then forwards to the future.

In four focus groups, a large circle was drawn on a one-metre square of paper. Participants were told that this
was the cycle of their life from birth to death and asked to label what they considered important points
(which differed from group to group) such as birth, five years old, 10 years old, 12 to 22, marriage, first child,
later childreh, old age, death. They were then asked about their characteristics and behaviours at various

points throughout their life cycle, and their answers were explored as a gmupgth@r‘éb}épmﬁﬁin{g material for

focus group deliberation. The exercise was interesting and yielded rv‘atuétbléﬁ data, particularly the observation

(mentioned several times by the children) that'ifha@d’bééné’”éﬁf, ¢” A and they had e t difficult

al, A Manual For Life Skills Among Street Children (Chiangmai: Vieng Ping

’ WH@ The Development and Dissemination of Life Skills Education: An Overview (Geneva: W ’@? ’, L

0 G, For

B
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discussion, to replay the skit showing how the violence might have been averted. Even with the assistance
of ADP personnel, the resultant skits were not particularly enlightening; in truth, the amount of prompting
necessary in the acting of the skits meant that they.mflei;t,ed the views about domestic violence of the
researcher and WVC ADP staff more than those of the children.. A later assessment decided that this

technique had much potential but that the time and equipment (such as video equipment) necessary to

exploit it fully made it unsuitable for thispﬁoj,ei%fct;,"%iri’d;;f:h:ig way of gaining data about incidents of gender-

based violence was not used again.

Quantitative Research

Survey: The quantitative component of the proj 't was a small survey (n “'Q:?B); conducted among children
and young people aged between 12 and 18.12 There are already three (slightly

violence data covering the Kandal Stung district—an issue?;addpess’ed,jﬁQmﬁ

inconsistent) sources of
Two. However, this
survey aimed to collect data about youth who often do not feature in large VZ,SuNay,s and to explore not
only the incidence of violence, but also attitudes towards it and, in the pornography component, issues
that are likely driving particular conceptions of masculinity and of male sexual behaviours. The
questionnaire was based on one previously used among Cambodian youth to monitor the in4cidence'of
violence and to understand children’s and adults’ attitudes towards violence.!3 A modified version of an
existing survey was used to allow comparison with the pre-existing (Tearfund) data set, rather than have
yet another survey that was incompatible with existing data. As is noted in Chapter Three, this
comparison has been particularly valuable, because the WVC survey has provided some data in support of
earlier findings, as well as some quite contrary to those findings. This raises questions about problems with

methodology or the way specific questions were worded or, alternatively, some quite dramatic social

changes.

After extensive discussion between the consultant and the senior programme manager for the peace and
justice programme, the survey questionnaire was modified to suit the project needs. Particular attention
was paid to gender equality and to the ethics of asking some of the highly personal and potentially
distressing questions, particularly those in regard to violence, rape and pornography. Were the questions

themselves abusive? Ultimately it was decided that it was permissible to ask these questions because those

2. The team originally aimed for 100 responses but ended up with 103.

. The survey was initially developed in conjunction between the Phnom Penh organisations Tearfund and
LICADHO, and used in the work of Tearfund. See: G. Miles and Sun Varin, Stop Violence Against Us: A Preliminary
National Research Study into the Prevalence & Perceptions of Cambodian Children to Violence Against Children in Cambodia

(Phnom Penh: Tearfund, 2004); and Tearfund, Exploring the Attitudes of Children and Adults to Violence Towards and. by
Children in Cambodia (Phnom Penh: Tearfund, 2001). ‘ : b ; i
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potentially most invasive had already been utilised in the Tearfund survey (and, in the case of pornography,

in a survey conducted by Child Welfare‘fGmupNVérltd’Mdp% héid’"br’?igiynallyl been developed in

concert with LICADHO, and all three NGC??& we&re; xperiencec thics of working with children.

- staff htghiy‘, ” per‘zenced in working with children and

Further, the surveys would be administered

young people. The survey was to E&éf'ff“ﬁé:!fﬁa ministered, and the 'responses ‘would be voluntary and
aﬂaﬁyméaﬁfz&ét@éﬁ'pmﬁd?ﬁgs'ut}%mﬁitial p”lﬁétééfioﬁ“forf children who might have found answering such

questions distressing.

An additional concern in designing the questionnaire was the amount of time young adolescents could
reasonably be expected to devote to it. Unlike the original survey, which had only multiple choice and
yes/no quesiions, this survey included a number of open-ended questions in order to get more
comprehensive answers. This and new questions added to the original survey made it quite long.
Therefore, questions about bullying and trafficking asked in the original Tearfund survey were deleted to
ensure that children could complete it in about half an hour. The final survey was drawn up in English and
then, after discussion about some terminology, translated into Khmer by an experienced translator.
Before the main survey began, the questionnaire was given a one-day pilot evaluation in the research

district; as a result, some questions that respondents found hard to understand were reworded.

The sample was kept small because of the resources and time necessary to complete the survey and data
entry. Twenty percent of the sample were selected from the children participating in the WVC Peace

Road Club and the remaining 80 percent from six widely dispersed villages in :rPfélé'thska‘;fa‘mﬂrkmdaak

communes.!4 The survey was administered by WVC ADP staff highly experier ecl at working with

children. Children were asked to meet at a central point in the village (the VDC house), and thé survey

was administered there. Children were given pens and forms and advi ised that if they could not a‘* gwe’:r any

question, they should leave it blank and if ;hg? _not understand any question(s), th@:

advice. No signs of distress were *@E@mwedé}u, ng administration of the survey. The abo

small g:fts were given to ‘the children when they completed the survey; they were un

would be g ven these mkens of appreciation before that.
Surveying took one week, and data base design and entry approximately two,wgakss .

Problems Encountered During the Research

'*, Respondents were randomly selected based on house numbers.

One issue encountered throughout the research was due to WVC’s long-term presence in the area and
the fact that some respondents were recipients of aid or training from WVC. Because the consultant used
a WVC vehicle and meetings with villagers and village officials were facilitated by WVC staff, he was
perceived as being part of WVC. It was very clear, particularly during the initial stage of the research, that
respondents attempted to give answers that they thought would elicit more aid or that they thought were
wanted. During the initial part of interviews or group discussions, young people often prefixed their
responses with statements such as, “My family is very poor, | need materials for school”, or “There is
much violence in my family”—the latter statement uttered prior to any questions being asked about
violence. Sometimes, mid-way through discussions, children would ask the consultant to tell “NGOs” that

they needed assistance in various areas.

The research timing also presented some problems. It was conducted during the }mmarly rainy. season
prior to the ploughing and planting of rice, when respondents were readily available. However, the
Cambodian heat saps the energy of both locals and foreign consultants. Throughout the research period, it
was found that respondents were more gregarious and data collection activities of all forms flowed more
smoothly during the cooler mornings—and the consultant and his Cambodian assistant also had more

energy and concentration during the mornings.

Another aspect of timing that had potential to impede the research was that it took place when WVC was

restructuring, and departments were undergoing a fundamental reorganisation

The first two issues had no detrimental impacts on the research outcomes. On the first point, it was
merely a matter of being aware of what was being said and guiding conversation in a more useful direction.
In many cases the issue raised by the child became a springboard to more useful discussion. For example,
when 5 child said that NGOs should stop gender-based violence, the point was used to explore why
he/she thought outsiders should stop violence, rather than villagers taking ownership of and addressing
their own social problems. In regard to the enervating hot season, focus groups or interviews expected to
be relatively difficult or demanding for any reason were scheduled for mornings, when both respondents
and researchers were at their best, and activities that were anticipated to be less difficult were scheduled

for afternoons.
The fact that the research assnstant/translator remained with the project following her reclasmﬁcattcm

limited the impact on the project. However, the time that she was required to devote to her new pQSItm)n

was time away from project activities and time not available for work in Kandal Stung. As a result, the time
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devoted to actual field research—for example, to conducting additional interviews and focus groups—was
slightly reduced. However, the consultant believes that overall this had little impact on either the quality

or the quantity of the research outcomes.
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Chapter Two

Current Perspectives on Gender-Based Violence in Cambodia

The International Context
Over the past 25 years, there has been a growing recognition of the many forms of violence that plague

human societies, and the social and health costs of violence. A concern with gender-based violence can be
traced back as far as the 1978 United Nations Convention on the Elimination of 'Alyl,f'l‘*?mms of
Discrimination Against Women, which encompassed @ijivil;y'pmlh:icat;;e;mcmmﬁitzi',sxbéiafi,gnd é;fkﬂ:f; iral mght;s
Later, in 1993, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Vi@lsmégs"AgainstWf’,‘xmgﬁdﬁfiﬁ&ﬂ:

violence against women as:

any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in physical, sexual or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or
arbitrary deprivations of liberty, whether occurring in public life ...”15

The 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo also recognised the impact
of gender inequality on women’s health and called for a broader approach to sexual and reproductive
health that would recognise individual rights and, especially, women’s rights. Two years later, in 1996, the
49+ World Health Assembly adopted a resolution declaring violence a major and growing public health
problem across the world, and called for a plan of action for progress towards a science-based public

health approach to preventing violence.!é

Between the late 1990s and the early 2000s, gender-based violence (or, as some authorities term it,
“violence against women”, forgetting that GBV also applies to men and boys),!7 has increasingly become a

focus of research and intervention campaigns in most culture regions.!® By 2005, violence and, specifically,

. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women, Proceedings of the 85" Plenary Meeting, Geneva, United
Nations General Assembly, 20 December 1993.

. WHO, World Report on Violence (Geneva: WHO, 2002).

. International Planned Parenthood Federation, Improving the Health Sector Response to Gender-Based Violence: A
Resource Manual for Health Care Professionals in Developing Countries ( IPPF, 2004).

%, South Asia has been a highly fertile region for the study of gender-based violence and for the development of
campaigns aimed at the reduction of gender-based vioence. See M. Fernandez, “Domestic Violence By Extended
Family Members in India: Interplay of Gender and Generation”, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Vol. 12/3 (1997), pp.
I1-14; M. Kapil Ahmed et al., “Violent Deaths Among Women of Reproductive Age in Rural Bangladesh”, Social
Science and Medicine, Vol. 59 (2004), pp. 311-319; V. Magar, “Empowerment Approaches to Gender-Based Vislence:
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gender-based violence, had clearly become a mainstream concern. Even conservative medical journals now
not only publish articles on gender-based violence,'? but also regularly feature scholarly editorials taking up

GBY and its effect on women and on public health in general.20

Most gender-based viclence research and intervention focuses on women, and the bulk of work in this
area has focused on male violence directed against female victims.2! Howevér, gender-based violence . is
also understood to apply to boys, since particular categories of boys and men are also affected by violence
due to their gender.22 Broadly speaking, work against gender-based violence has been conducted from one

of two perspectives: -human rlghts or. Pubhc health. Unfortunatelyi there have be:an few azcempts to

cultural values? As a result, when attempts are made to integrate the public-health and humammghng
approaches, public-health approaches invariably dominate rights-based ,approachyes,z‘,‘ The challenge
remains to make a workable integration of these two perspectives, and this should be particularly
important for those working on gender-based violence, given Cambodia’s limited skill and resource base in

these areas.

Women’s Courts in Delhi Slums”, Women’s Studies. International Forum, Vol. 26/6 (2003), pp. 509-523; U. Niaz,
“Violence Against Women in South Asian Countries”, Archives of Women’s Mental Health, Vol. 6 (2003), pp. 173—184;
Oxfam International, Towards Ending Violence Against Women in South Asia (Oxfam International, 2004); A. Talwar and
S. Mahila Samity, Women-Initiated Community Level Responses to Domestic Violence: Summary Report of Three Studies
(Washington: ICRW, 2002). The HIV/AIDS epldemlc and RH issues in South Africa have also been important in
stimulating research into the basis of GBV.in that region, and.for the development of highly effacicious interventions.
For an introduction to the relatlonshnp between GBV and reproductive health and HIV/AIDS see USAID, Gender-
Based Violence and Reproductive Health & HIV/AIDS: Summary of a Technical Update (Washington: USAID, 2002).

. R. Jewkes, “Intimate Partner Violence: Cause and Prevention”, Lancet, Vol. 359 (2002), pp. 1423-1433; R. jewkes
“Preventing Sexual Violence: A Rights-Based Approach”, Lancet, Vol. 360 (2002), pp. 1092—1093.

. G. Krantz, “Violence Against Women: A Global Public Health Issue”, fournal of Epidemiology and Community Health,
Vol. 56 (2005), pp. 242-243; J. Richardson and G. Feder, “Domestic Violence Against Women: Needs Action From
Doctors and the Health Service” (editorial), British Medial Journal, Vol. 311 (1995), pp. 964-965.

¥, Fordham (1995), op. cit, points out that over the past two decades, gender in the social sciences has been
domlnated by the work of Foucault, and that this has been to the detriment of the quality of social analysis because
other competing and possibly more effective models have been neglected. In the area of gender-based violence, for
example, the bulk of analysis (and therefore of social interventions) has been centred on issues of male power, wn;h
little attention being paid to other models. -

22, Claudia Hasanbegovic, Children-and Gender-based Vlolence An Overview of Extstlng Conceptual Frf
(Care, 2003). ;
B, Jona Heath, “Treating Vlolence as a Publlc Health Problem: The Approach Has Advantages but ED rﬂ shes the
Human Rights Perspective (editorial)”, British Medical Journal, Vol. 325 (2002). pp. 726-727. . . .
™. See J. Mann et al.,, “Health and Human Rights”, Health and Human Rights, Vol. I. (1994) pp. 7-23
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The complexity of the violence issue is demonstrated by the fact that by 2002, the WHO’s highly
influential World Report on Violence and Health distinguished between many types of violence: youth
violence, child abuse and neglect, violence by intimate partners, elderly abuse, sexual violence, self-
directed violence and collective violence.2 Perhaps, drawing on cutting-edge social theory, one other form
of violence might be added: structural violence. This is the violence exerted on people by the inequitable
social structures in which their lives are embedded. lts study locates the lives of individuals in large-scale
social and economic structures in which their afflictions—of whatever form—are embedded. The
solutions this perspective advocates derive from an understanding of those structures and the pressures
they exert on individuals. Theorists such as Paul Farmer, Nancy and Vinh-Kim Ngyen and Karine
Peschard,?6 working in areas such as HIV/AIDS, child abuse and infant death and infectious disease, are
among the most prominent persons developing this approach. Over the coming decade, it is likely that
those working in GBV and RGBV will move to an understanding of structural violence and how this
concept can make a major contribution to RGBV initiatives. In this respect, structural violence
perspectives do not preclude rights-based approaches, but rather facilitate the creation of communities in

which rights-based approaches can be realised more fully.

Approaches to Gender-Based Violence in Cambodia ;

Although the Royal’ Government of Cambodia signed the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women in 1993, both before and since that time it has been apparent that women and girls (and
some men and boys) suffer a considerable amount of gender-based violence. In the mid-2000s, gender-
based violence encompasses many of the disparate forms of interpersonal violence that currently
predominate in Cambodia, and which have occupied the attentions of development agencies here over the
past two decades. Many forms of gender-based human rights abuse, domestic violence and associated
issues are now often treated in terms of the broader issue of gender-based violence. These issues include
rape within marriage and refusal to protect partners from sexually transmitted disease (part,iculérly HIV),
rape (including the new phenomenon of pack rape), physical violence against children, child rape by
perpetrators who are minors ahd the trafficking of women and children. It is important to note’,this ‘when
seeking material dea’iin’g’withk GBV issues, bekcause before approximately 2002 ’much of this work is

referred to under earlier labels (which may not be familiar to researchers new to this ar,ea). o

B WHO World Report on Violence (WHO, Geneva 2000).

% Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Death Without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil (l&arkeley ‘University of
Callforma Press, 1998); Paul Farmer, Infections and Inequality: The Modern Plague (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1999); Paul Farmer, “An Anthropology of Structural Violence”, Current Anthropology, Vol. 45/3 (2004) pp. 305-
325; Vin-Kim Nguyen and Karin Peschard, “Anthropology, Inequality, and Dlsease A Revs@w A’nnual Review of
Anthropology, Vol. 32 (2003) pp. 447-474. g
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A Survey of Landmarks in Gender-Based Violence in Cambodia

In Cambodia work on gender-based violence began in the early 1990s with-a focus on domestic violence.
From that time until the present, there have been a handful of studies on domestic violence that are
usually cited for their statistics on gender-based violence and as studies that are landmarks in. our
understanding of GBV in Cambodia. Works of the Project Against Domestic Violence (PADV) have been
particularly important in this respect. Time and space limitations preclude a full discussion, but in the early
1990s a number of groups formed in addition to PADY, such as the Cambodian Women’s Crisis Centre
(CWCC), which worked with abused women, and the Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defence
of Human Rights (LICADHO), which campaigned against torture, monitored human rights violations and
championed women’s and children’s rights. Other groups worked on issues such as the trafficking of
women and children and the plight of women in commercial sex.2” These groups—particularly LICADHO
through its work on the abuse of children and on the rape of women and children—nhave also produced a

number of significant reports chronicling both domestic violence and other forms of GBV.

The first landmark study in the field of domestic violence, Plates in a Basket Will Rattle, was conducted in
1994.28 This was a six-month qualitative study conducted for PADV.2? The study data were derived
primarily from interviews with 50 female victims of domestic violence; with the mother of a -woman killed

by her husband and with a wide range of people,-from village and commune officials to judges and court

personnel, po!ice,, NGO workers, staff from the Mini’str’yof Women'’s Affairs and medical f;pi%r’%wlit‘?t%‘él; Th?&

7 From the late 1990s to the early 2000s, research in Camb ,
reports that deal with male sexual practices with both wives ancl pmmtu' 5
such as sexual violence and rape. In South Africa, where work on gender-based viol
advanced than it is in Cambodia, these reports would most likely have been viewed as signifi hder |
violence, but to date they have been largely ignored by those working in the field. In addition to the work by 1
Meng Tarr and lan Ramaage mentioned elsewhere in this report, these works include: Z Greenwood, I'm Not
of AIDS, I'm Afraid of No Sex—Work, Life and Sex Among Motor Taxi Drivers in Koh Kong, Cambodia: A Report Based on
Discussions and PLA Exercises with Sixty Men in Kong Town, Smachy Meanchey District, Koh Kong Province, Cambodia (Care
International, Phnom Penh 2000a) and Z. Greenwood, Sea and Shore—An Exploration of the Life, Health and Sexudlity of
Koh Kong’s Fishermen: A Report Based on Discussions and PLA Exercises with |16 Fishermen of Smach Meanchey and
Mondol Seima Districts of Koh Kong Province, Cambodia (Phnom Penh: Care International, 2000b)

2, This Cambodian aphorism is meant to indicate that people living in close proximity will invarabily encounter
friction, not that they will necessarily engage in acts of violence. It finds many similar variants in other parts of south-
east Asia. In central Thailand, for example, a similar aphorism refers to an inevitable clash between the tongue and
the teeth. An aphorism from northern Thailand (until recently a separate country with vastly different culture and
language) refers to the inability of wives to live with their mothers-in-law due to the incompatibility of their ancestral
spirits. See G. Fordham, “Ancestors and Christians in Rural Northern Thailand”, Journal of the Siam Society, Vol. 81/1
(1993) pp. 117128, for a discussion of the transformation of this pattern among converts to Christianity.

. C. Zimmerman, Plates in a Basket Will Rattle: Domestic Violence in Cambodia (Phnom Penh: PADYV, 1994).
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that much of the violence directed against women was extreme, ranging from “severe and unrelenting
beatings, including punching; kicking; hair-pulling; whipping with ropes, bamboo canes, metal rods and
cords; immolation; rape; stabbing and gunshots”.3 It noted too that violence was often understated by the
victims, who were ashamed of their abusive relationships, and that many victims considered that they had
no way out of their situation (they stayed for their children or they had nowhere to go); they were
receiving little assistance from either the private or civil (NGO) or state sectors because there was little
acknowledgment of domestic violence as a social problem. Critically, the report pointed out: “There is
virtually no legal intervention in cases of domestic violence. The law is rarely followed and often

considered only as an afterthought.”3!

Two years later, that groundbreaking report was followed by a second study designed to portray domestic
violence in Cambodia statistically.3? It collected survey data from six provinces and Phnom Penh, the
survey area covering 59. percent of the population of Cambodia. There were interviews conducted with
1,391 women and 1,317 men . The survey used two questionnaires for each household. One established
basic demographic information on household residents, while the other was an individual questionnaire for
married persons. It collected information on their attitudes and practices in regard to violent behaviour,
the presence or absence of violence within' their marital relationship and their attitudes about hitting
children. Critically, the authors of the study specified that domestic violence was not just physical violence,
but also included “forms of psychological, social, economic and sexual abuse, as well as confinement,
intimidation-and threats”.33 The major findings of the survey were that Cambodians had a high level of
awareness of domestic violence—73.9 percent of households knowing at least one family with domestic
violence—and that 16 percent of Cambodian women and 3.1 percent of men reported having been
abused. Moreover, 10.3 percent of men acknowledged using physical vio,lence against, their spouses, and
7.1 percent of women admitted using abusive behavuours aga.lnst spouses 80 Ppercent of these women had

themselves been abused. Half of the women. abused by thelr spouses had recewed m]urles rangmg from

ked unwnsaeus i

black eyes and broken teeth to head m]urles, and many had been knoc

Qf’WQmﬁﬁ 's Aff'x
2. Ibid., p. 5.

* The st:udy s authm‘s nm
25. o ‘

éfx:the,ﬁeéad and féce were almost 50'percer'n:"ef yrepcyprted injuries. Ibid, p.
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of the extent of domestic violence. The survey methodology was thought unlikely to have revealed the
real extent of domestic violence because, in Cambodia as in many other societies,35 domestic violence is
considered shameful, something of concern only to household members and not to be revealed to
outsiders. The report significantly promoted the development of domestic violence legislation—both
because of its statistics about domestic violence in Cambodia and because people thought that these
statistics were probably the “tip of the iceberg”; suspecting that a large amount of domestic violence was

hidden behind a wall of silence.

The Cambodia: Demographic. and Health Survey 2000 was the next landmark in the deﬁvel::epmem of an

understanding of the extent of domestic violence in the country. Whereas the 1996 PADV/MWA survey ,

found 16 percent of women had been subject to domestic violence, this survey found chm*

four married women (25 percent) aged 15-49 had experienced physical abuse in f;he heuséhf:x[

However, as a statistically based study, it added little to existing qualitative knowledge about domestic

violence (or, as it was coming to be known by this time, gender-based violence).

From the late 1990s to the present, most assessments of social development that address domestic or
gender-based violence in Cambodia refer back to these mid-1990s studies, along with statistics about GBV
from the 2000 Demographic and Health Survey.3” Thus both the 1999 Gorman et dl. report on gender and
development in Cambodia and the 2004 UNIFEM et al. Cambodian gender assessment take their statistical
information and much-of their understanding of gender-based violence directly from these works.3¢ More
recent or more accurate statistics are particularly hard to find; although the many NGOs dealing with the
victims of gender-based violence docollect statistics, as do health care providei‘s, these are often
inaccurate. As a recent GTZ report points out, victims are likely to be counted a second or even more

times' as they pass through the hands of the various groups: that: render assistance.? For example, official

3. Koepping makes a highly cogent analysis of this form of everyday yet secret knowledge in Malaysia. See E.
Koepping, “A Game of Three Monkeys: KadazanDusun Villagers and Violence Against Women, Sojourn: Social Issues in
Southeast Asia, Vol. 18/2 (2003) pp. 279-298.

%. National Institute of Statistics, Cambodia: Demographic and Health Survey 2000 (Phnom Penh: Natlonal Instxtute of
Statistics, 2000). :

7. Ibid.

3“ ‘S. Gorman et al, Gender and Development in Cambodia: An Overview (Phnom Penh: Cambodia Development
Resource Institute, 1999), and UNIFEM et al, A Fair Share for Women: Cambodia Gender Assessment (Phnom Penh:
UNIFEM, 2004):

¥, For example, women seekmg help may initially be counted at a shelter, and by the medical or legal services to:
whom they are subsequently referred. See D.M. Fisher and P. Egan, A Proposal for the Ministry of Women’s and
Veterans’ Affairs: Strategies for Monitoring :Domestic Violence (Phnom Penh: German Technical Cooperation, 2003).
Critically, this report also points out' that multiple reporting is to some extent encouraged by NGOs" need to
maintain an ever-increasing case load in order to attract and maintain donors. 33




statistics on gender-based violence at village and commune level in Kandal Stung district are collected by
the Ministry of Women’s Affairs (from newspaper reports and on-the-ground reports by commune focal
point persons); they are also part of the crime statistics collected by the district community safety
committees (DCSC) instituted under the Cambodian Criminal Justice Assistance Project (CCJAP).40
However, data based on newspaper reports are very incomplete because such reports usually cover only
specific incidents of gender-based violence, but not the ensuing resolution. There is also a problem that
the data collected in the community from MWA focal points and from district community safety
committees ane inconsistent due to differing definitions and interests, and the use of different reporting
forms. As a result, as a recent report points out, it is difficult to tell from the DCSC’s monthly report
whether or not a given statistic is a domestic violence case.*! An additional problem in the monitoring of
violence is that much low-level violence and verbal and emotional abuse is not recognised as violence and

does not come to the attention even of village chiefs, let alone the commune councils and the DCSC.

r-based Violence Research

New Perspectives in Cambodian Gend

The above details the development of Understan'ding about domestic violence and domestic violence
research, or as most now term it, gender-based violence (with the understanding that gender-based

violence also includes other forms of violence) in Cambodia over the past 15 years.4

However, two new strands of work in gender-based violence research have arisen. The first follows in the
line of earlier domestic violence research by including a very comprehensive statistical study of violence

against women. However, it breaks new ground by also surveying respondents’ attitudes towards different

. Cambodian Criminal Justice Assistance Project, Kandal Province Community Safety Trust Fund Operations Manual
(Phnom Penh: Cambodian Criminal Justice Assistance Project, 2004); Ministry of Women’s Affairs and German
Technical Cooperation, Monitoring Domestic Violence Cases (Phnom Penh: Ministry of Women'’s Affairs and German
Technical Cooperation, 2005). See also Ministry of Women's Affairs and German Technical Cooperation, Approach
and Capacity of the Provincial/Municipial (s:c) of Women S Affaars (Phndm Penh Mm|stry of Women s Affairs and German
Techmcal Cooperation, 2001).

'. Ministry of Women’s Affairs and German Techmeal ‘epemmen (2005) op cit. This fact should be taken into
account when WVC is examining the impact of the ongoing RGBV project in the project area.
2, It should be noted that the concept of gend d elenae is fanrly new, and as a result recent literature shows
a sngmflcant degree of unease wmh u:s u!%’ an

or wc:)rks use “the term “domestic violence” in the broad sense
/it is understood ‘in this report, while some use it in an older and
al violence. Censcuous of the neglect of the male part of the violence equation

srpretr: e n
and Presentatlon of Emergmg Issues and Themes (F’hnom Penh: PADV, 2004). p. 103.
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forms of violence, from verbal to the most severe. This work was conducted by GTZ, EWMI and UNIFEM
between December 2004 and February 2005.4 This study, designed to be loosely comparable to the
original PADV violence survey, used face-to-face interviews based on a structured questionnaire to survey
a representative sample of males and females (n=3,000) and local authorities (n=300) from 13 provinces,
including Kandal. The study surveyed an almost equal number of males and females, whose ages ranged
from 15 years to over 40. It aimed to collect a broad spectrum of baseline data on a wide range of issues,
including direct and indirect awareness and experience of violence against women (including rape in
marriage), attitudes towards violence, responses to violence, the social costs of violence and the

acceptability of violence. In its coverage of three-fourths of the Cambodian population, its methodology

and the comprehensiveness of the issues covered, this work is currently the most rigorous and

authoritative dealing with violence against women in Cambodia.

The research found. that while approximately 80 percent of the sample claimed to know a husband who
had been violent to his wife, only 25 percent of the sample, the same figure as in the.earlienzﬁfﬂmbadia:
Demographic and Health Survey 2000 study, admitted that they themselves had received violence from their
husband. The study found little difference in the statistics with respect to geographic area. Like: previous
research, it found that violence is universally considered a family affair. It concluded that physical abuse
tended to be justified when women were perceived to be questioning male authority, while other forms of
abuse such as emotional abuse and controlling behaviour tended to be attributed to women not

performing their “gender role” appropriately and neglecting children and domestic duties.

Two outcomes of the survey give great cause for concern. First, it found widespread support for the use
of violence by husbands against wives: even in cases of the most extreme violence, such as burning,
choking and acid throwing, practices which 95 percent of the sample thought illegal, one-third of the sample
considered them acceptable. Second, respondents not only considered that most causes (going out without
telling spouse, food being late or not well prepared, children being neglected) justified yelling, cursing and
insulting; they also considered causes such as arguing/not showing respect and questioning about spending
money or girlfriends or sex workers as justifying severe abuse and mufder.45, The research also found that
young people tended to see the more extreme forms of wolence as acceptable It argued that “tradltlonal

gender roles both support and are relnforced by v;olence and abuse”, and that gender roles are static and

#. German Technical Cooperation et al., Violence Against Women:-A Baseline Survey (Phnom Penh: German: Techmc:al
Cooperation, 2005). ' ; o ,

*_ Ibid., p. 50.
‘5. Ibid., p. 18.




unchanging among young people, who are “more likely [than older peap!e&] to expersence/accept some

forms of violence™:46

A potentially more radical form of research and mode of GBV intervention has come from recent work by
PADV in the “Men Against Violence Toward Women” project. This is a body of research about
Cambodian masculinity and an associated intervention with men in a variety of rural and urban settings to
attempt to change their violent behaviour.4’ The programme involved men working with men to reduce
violence in Il villages in Samraong Kraom commune, Dangkao district, Phnom Penh. It consists of
separate monthly discussion groups for adults and youths with a violent history, monthly women’s
discussion groups and village-based frameworks of support. The women'’s discussion group is for the wives
of the men participating in the adult discussion groups. The outcome of the intervention was a reduction
in violent behaviour in most men (for example, a reduction in verbal violence towards other people from
87.5 percent to 50 percent); 50 percent claimed to have reduced their alcohol consumption, and gambling

‘and wandering about with friends (dar leng) became less common 4

‘One very important point to come out of this research was the comment by men in the focus groups that
they had changed but their wives had not. They suggested that wives still tended to speak badly towards

‘them, and since they had changed their behaviour, wives also should change theirs.

The World Vision Cambodia research and the associated RGBV project fall within this newer genre of
research and intervention. Not only does it focus on the broad area of gender-based violence rather than
the narrower concept of domestic violence, but it also utilises qualitative research about masculinity to
understand male behaviour. Most importantly, this project is moving away from a concept of gender-based
violence rooted solely in the individual pathology of “bad” individuals,'tcwardS'a much more sophisticated
understanding of violence as rooted in' structural pathcilag’y: As Giles 'pc:im:s out in her 2004 're’po'rt on

PADV’s men’s groups, “focusing on violence against women as a gender issue only is reductionist in its

ificant changes in sexual ptactlces among young ‘people. Perhaps it
ior smf resmmh that depends solely on surveys. It should be remembered, however,
that cultures dfzx not c:hsmg "e\fenlyms:ame behefs and pracuces change quite rapldly whlle others remain substantially
thesame. 0
Y7 E. Giles (2004) j Holdt Men Agamst Vlolence Towards Women P:Iot Pro;ect Phase Two july 2003~june 2004 (Phnom
Penh PADYV, 2004); Poch Bunnak, Evaluation Report: Men Against Violence Towards Women Phase Three july 2004—June
2005. (Phnom Penh: PADY, 2005).
*. The changes in adult male behaviour are impressive. However, they should be mterpr’etesd with ‘care since they
were obtained from only a 20 percent sample of men attending the groups, which numbered only 14 persons.
Moreover, some changes were self-reported and were not quantified. The reduction in alcohol consumptton was not
only self-reported, but also did not specify the amount of the reduction.
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approach and fails to recognise the impact of the broader cultural and social hegemonic order on this

problem” 4

. E. Giles (2004), op. cit,, p. 103.




Chapter Three

Violence Directed against Children in Kandal Stung

GBYV research in Cambodia has grown dramatically over the past five years. At the beginning of the 2000s,
there was little research on all forms of gender-based violence. However, as the previous chapter has

noted, there is now a substantial body of res&aréh, alb‘ei’t highlyfquantimtive. dealing with GBV.,

This chapter details the results of the WVC survey on 'vio’!éﬁce conducted in Kandal Stung district,
interpreting the results in the light of complementary data gainéd in focus groups and interviews. In its
geographical scope and number of persons surveyed, it is much less ambitious than the surveys discussed
in the previous chapter. However, this survey sought to work with a younger group of respondents than
have been covered in previous large-scale violence surveys, and to elicit more fine detail in respect to
gender issues. Also, as pointed out in the previous chapter, not only are there discrepancies between
different sets of violence statistics depending on their source, but these statistics also catalogue only the
most severe forms of violence. The violence of everyday life is often unrecognised or, if it is recognised, is
accepted, and so rarely makes it into formal statistics about gender-based violence. By combining with
interviews and focus groups, this survéy aimed to provide not only data about the incidence of gender-
based violence experienced by young people (vouth between 12 and 18), but also to give a more detailed
understanding of their perceptions of gender-based violence, and to ascertain their views on how

individuals (and by implication, communities) should respond to it.

Based on an earlier survey conducted by Tearfund, as noted in Chapter One, this research sought data
about violence in schools and in the home, and about sexual abuse.5® The young people in the sample
were aged between 12 and 18, their mean age being 15.6 (see Graph | below). Almost all the respondents
were still at school, only four having left (ending their education at grades five, six, seven and eight). The

grades of students are given in Graph 2.

*. Some of this WVC survey data is directly comparable with the earlier Miles and Sun Varin/Tearfund survey,
However, because this survey sought do disaggregate responses in respect to gender, some responses require
further statistical manipulation in order to allow a direct comparison. o '
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Violence in Schools

The survey began by asking about violence in schools. The response to the question, “Have you seen or

heard of a boy being beaten by their teacher?” is given in Table I.

Sex
Male Female Total
Seen or heard of boy Yes 91.1 77.6 83.5
beaten by teacher No
%) 8.9 22.4 16.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 1: Have Seen Boy Beaten by Teacher, by Sex

A high percentage of both males (91.1 percent) and females (77 percent) had seen a boy beaten by their
teacher. Interestingly, responses. to the ques’cxon whether they had seen a girl beaten by her teacher
(Table 2) indicated that a lower level of violence is customarily directed at girls; a lower percentage of

both boys (73.3 percent) and girls (62.1 percent) claimed to have seen girls subjected to physical violence

by their teacher.

Sex
Male Female Total
Seen or heard of girl  Yes 73.3 62.1 67.0
beaten by teacher No 26.7 37.9 33'0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 2: Have Seen Girl Beaten by Teacher. by Sex

However, the situation was rendered somewhat more complex by respondents being asked, later in the

survey, if they themselves had been beaten by their teacher,’The,ir'i‘espénses were as in Table 3.

Have you ever been beaten Yes |
by your teacher? (%) No

Total

Table 3: Have You Been Beaten by Tea’cher?. by Sex
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Here, a substantially lower percentage of both males (55.6 percent) and females (19 percent) indicated
that they themselves had been subject to physical violence. The most likely explanation is that school
students are answering accurately in regard to their own experience, but that when queried about
violence directed at other students, a general perception of a high level of classroom violence has led
them to overestimate the amount. It may also be that students tend to remember specific incidents of
violence directed at particular students. A comparison between these findings and the Tearfund findings is
interesting in that the Tearfund survey found a lower percentage of boys (41 percent) and a higher
percentage of girls (34 percent) who claimed to have been beaten by their teacher. The reason for the

difference is not immediately apparent,

On the frequency of beatlngs in schools. 82 percent of respondents !ndlcated that boys

occasionally, while 62 percent indicated that glrls were beaten occasmnaﬂy iny 4 perce t of th‘

indicated that boys were beaten often, while (a surpr;smg) 8 percent lndlcated that girls Awere« beaten
often; 16 percent of the sample indicated that boys were never beaten, and 33 per’cent thgt girls were
never beaten. Interestingly, when teachers in one secondary school were interviewed abeut a range of
issues concerning gender-based violence, they claimed that because they now know about human righkts,

they no longer use physical force against their students.

When asked if a teacher beating a boy is always right, sometimes right, sometimes wrong or always
wrong, there was no clear pattern in the responses according to the sex of the respondent. However, in
terms of the acceptance of violence in schools, it is alarmmg that [5.6 percent of male and 6.9 percent of
female respondents clalmed that a teacher beatmg a boy was always right, and that only 37.8 percent of
male and 34.5 percent of female respondents mdlcated that they conS|dered beating a boy in school was

always wrong (lele 4).

Sex ,
: Male Female |  Total
Is teacher - " Alwaysright 56 | 6.9 107
Eze;irrilghi? Sometimesright | 200 | 224 214
%) Sometimes wrong 26_7 36.2 32.0
Always wrong 378 34.5 35.9
Total -100.0 100.0 100.0 ¥

Table 4: Is a Teacher Beating a Boy Right!, by Sex

o




When a similar question was asked in respect to girls, the responses were as given in Table 5.

Male Female Total
: ls’teacherf'f © Always right . 1.1 1037 107
| beatingagoetimes right 156l 03] 126
Fogirt right? © TR Fkid 3220 g I
%) Sometimes wrong 26.7 37.9 33.0
:,’, RETS N R T IS Always wtong R 467 i 4].4 G i 437
Tol oo ool 1000 0 1000|1000

:Table 5:0sa 'Teacher‘Be‘ati'nyg a Girl Right?, bY Sex

The overall pattern is the same as that found for boys. A worrymg 1.1 percent of males and 10.3 percent
of females clalmed that a teacher beatlng a glrl was always rlght and only 46.7 percent of males and 41.4

percent of females lndlcated that they consxdered that tl’llS was always wrong.

;The respondents were also asked to mdlcate on what occaSIons they con5|dered it legltxmate for a teacher
to beat a boy The responses by boys lndlcated that 80.6 percent con5|dered it legltlmate to beat a
'dlsobedlent boy, 505 percent conSldered it legmmate to beat a lazy boy, 30 I percent considered it
legitimate to beat a late boy, 62.1 percent considered it legitimate to beat a disruptive boy, and 214
percent considered it legntlmate to beat a boy who is havmg learning difficulties (“|s not clever as the

questlon put lt)

When the same question was asked ln respect to girls, the responses were as follows 767 percent
consrdered it Iegltlmate to beat a disobedient glrl 46.6 percent to beat a Iazy girl, 33.1 percent to beat a

girl who is late, 61.2° percent a dlsruptlve glrl and 15.5 percent a glrl with learnmg dlfﬁcultles

Two points stand out in these responses. First, there is a. h[gh rate. of regardmg violence against students

as a legitimate tool in mamtammg d:scnplme even as a puni thment for lateness or for havmg difficulties in

learning. Second there is a hngh level of cor respendenm bef;ween what :s viewed as acceptable
punishment for beys and glrls Hc}wever auch a high evei of correspondence merely indicates that these
young people know thelr culture Or, to put n: another way, after several years in school they know what

the rules are and the normal pumshments for various mfrmgements
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Violence at Home

This section of the survey began with the question “Have you seen or heard of a boy being beaten by his

parents?”. The response was as given in Table 6 below:

Sex
Male Female Total )
Have seen or heard of boy ~ Yes 93.3 914 | ¢ 9221
being beaten by parent (%) No 6.7 8.6 738
Total = 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 6: Have Seen Boy Beaten by Parent, by Sex

An extraordinary 93.3 percent of male and 91.4 percent of female respondents claimed to know of boys
who had been beaten by their parents, suggesting an extremely high level of violence directed against boy

children in the home. Table 7 gives the responses to the question “Have you seen or heard of a-girl being

beaten by her parents in your community?”. The lower figure of 80 percent of male and 63.8 percent of

female respondents claiming to know of girls who have been beaten by their parents indicates that a lower
level of violence is directed at girl children in the home. However, the discrepancy between the responses

of male and female respondents is extremely puzzling and not easily explained. -

When respondents were asked lf they themselves had been beaten by the;r father or l:)v thf:t r mother
(Tables 8 and 9), 66.7 percent of boys indicated that they had been beaten by their father, while iny 38.2

percent of girls noted a beating by their father,

Sex . i
Male Female Total
Have you ever been Yes 06.7 38.2 51.0
’p;)aten by your father‘? No C03330 0 618 - 49.0 ',
Total - c 100.0 ©100.0° ©100.0

Table 8: Have You Been Beaten by Your Father?
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However, the situation in respect to beatings administered by mothers is slightly different.

 Sex
' ’ Male Female Total
Have you ever been beatenn  Yes 75.6 59.6 66.7
by your mother? (%) No 24.4 40.4 333
Total . , 1000 | 1000 100.0

Table 9: Have You Been Beaten by Your Mother?

Comparing Tables 8 and 9, it is interesting to note that in both cases a higher percentage of boys reported
that they had been beaten than girls, a similar pattern to that found by the 2002 Tearfund survey. This is in
accord with the logic of Cambodian cultu're, where violence is viewed as an appropriate disciplinary tool
for children, and where a higher level of violence generally is meted out to boys than to girls. In this WVC
survey,;however, because parental violence was broken down by gender, it is possible to see which parent
was'mostrfrequehtly violent towards their children. Here the responses of both girls and boys indicated
that a higher percentage of children had been beaten by their mother than by their father, 75.6 percent of
boys and 59.6 percent of girls indicating that they had been beaten by their mother, compared with 66.7
percent of boys and 38.2 percent of girls who had been beaten by their father.5! Moreover, while fathers
were much less frequently violent toward their daughters than towards their sons, there was a much
smaller difference in the frequency of violence toward sons and daughters from mothers. However, as the
survey used the generic term “hit” when asking about parental violence, it is not possible to draw

conclusions about the relative severity of the violence that mothers and fathers inflict on their children.

This finding is an important outcome. Over the past two to three years, research on gender-based
violence in Cambodia has sometimes treated issues in overly simplistic terms. Thus, as was pointed out in
Chapter Two, women have been cast in the role of victims with little or no agency, while men have almost
always been demonised as violent aggressors. Yet, these data show that the reality is more nuanced. At
least while children al?’e‘irij’ school, and likely afterwards, mo’t_h’ers" are more frequently violent towards

them than are fathers, and they use violence towards their daughters considerably more frequently than

*'. The 2004 Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports Youth Risk Behaviour Survey found the reverse pattern, that a
higher percentage of girls than boys were beaten by their parents. Miles and Sun Varin attribute this to the fact that
this survey included both youth in and out of school, and argue, “Girls are expectéd to help around the home
whereas boys are expected to work or be left to play out of the home so there may be less time and oportunity for
the mother to be angry.” T
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do fathers. Smith-Hefner’s recent ethnography of Cambodian families points out not just the prevalence of
parents using violence against children in order to discipline them, but also that both mothers and fathers

use violence against children of both sexes.52

On the frequency of parents beating their children, 85.4 percent of respondents indicated that sons were
beaten occasionally, while 67 percent indicated that daughters were beaten occasionally. Only 6.8 percent
indicated that boys were beaten often, and an even smaller 3.9 percent that girls were beaten often. One
boy said that he was beaten daily, and 6.8 percent of both boys and girls indicated that they were never

beaten.

Respondents’ résponSes about ﬁhe"kl’egiti’rhé‘é:y’k‘cﬁf bQYs:béEﬁg beatenby thé&t‘ are

As in the case of the legitimacy of'teachérs beatihg chi'ldr‘e",n,'thefé:s nc clea

However, as in the earlier questibny, the high percentagé of chfldren viewing violéncéinﬂiétﬁd upanth&m

as legitimate is cause for concern, 13.3 percent of boys and 27.6 percent of girls answering that a parent

beating a son is always right.

Sex
Male Female Total
Is parent Always right 13.3 27.6 21.4
beating a Sometimes right 22.2 20.7 21.4
son right? . :
%) Sometimes wrong 28.9 24.1 26.2
' Always wrong 35.6 27.6 31.1
Total h 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 10: Is a Parent Bekating a Son Right?, by Sex

*2. NJ. Smith-Hefner,. Khmer American: Identity and Moral Education in a Diasporic Community (Berkeley: University of-

California Press 1999). Smith-Hefner (p. 145), quotes a 47-year-old Cambodian woman living in the United States
who bemoans her inability to discipline her children (due to US law): “I have to hit my children so they will listen to
me ... Now if | hit my son who is thirteen, he will hit me back. And my daughter (who is fifteen), if | hit her, she gets
a knife ... If they did that in Cambodia | would tie them up and hit them. | would hit them until they had a scar on

their body. But in the United States, it is very hard to do that.” Thus, maternal violence (like the violence of fathers)

is considered to be a normal and highly effective means of disciplining children.
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To the same question asked about girls, the responses were as given in Table | I

Sex
, Male Female Total
,ls pdrtnt Always right ! 11.4 15.5 13.7
Vs . Sometimesright | S0 114 224 17.6 |
| ng,ht’* (%),  Sometimes- wrong I U~ 5 8 I X 29.4 |
Alwayswrong | 432 362 | 392 |
Voo cis sais g o 1000 1000 1000 ]

" Table Ll Is aﬁP’arent'Beeting a D‘enghter'Riéht?; by Sex

As in the previous case, Table |1 mdlcates that a hlgh proportlon, 1.4 percent of boys and 15.5 percent

of glrls wewed violence mﬂected upon glrls by parents as Iegstlmate There are two other S|gn1f cant points

in the two tables One a comparatlvely hlgh percentage of boys (43 2 percent) responded that parents
beatlng a glrl was always wrongwhkely reﬂectzng the cultural va!ue that a lower Ievel of v:olence should be
directed glrls than at boys Second more than twice as many glrls (27 6 percent) as boys (13. 3 percent)
say that a parent beating a son is. always right. This likely relates to girls’ awareness of the role of mothers

in disciplining children. Additionally, it may reflect the frustrations of adolescent girls with the antics of

teenage brothers.

Asked if someone should stop the beating when a boy was being beaten by his parents a total of 95.1
percent answered yes (wtth almost no difference between male and female respondents). When the same
question was asked in regard to daughters a SImllar 91.6 Ppercent answered that someone should do so.
Asked who that person should be, and glven a chonce of several optlons as weN as the opportunity to add
other persons (an opportunity which no respondent took advantage of), respmndents answered as follows
(Table [2): 48.9 percent of boys and 46.6 percent of girls chose relatives as their first choice for
intervention, 17.8 percent of boys and 32.8 percent of girls chose nerghbeurs, 15.6 percent of boys and
15.5 percent of girls chose village chzefst and 17.8 percent of males and 5.2 percent of girls chose police.
Religious. leaders were not viewed as important in the resolution of this form of violence. When the
responses of boys and girls are' aggregated, it can be seen that there was a clear preference for

interventions by relatives followed by neighbours, with village chiefs and the police being choices of last

resort.

5i

Sex
Male ’ Female Total
Who should Relative ‘ 48.9 46.6 47.6
stop beating—  Neighpour 17.8 32.8 26.2
g;:)t choiee? b tice 17.8 52 10.7
Village chief 15.6 15.5 15.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 12: Who Should Stop the Beating of a Boy—First Choice for Intervention?

When this question was asked in regard to the beatlng of female c:hﬂdren. the answers were a!mmat

exactly the same—with the excepuon that this cxme pohce were chc»sen by a shght!y hngher pereentage of
respondents (17.5 percent) than thlage chnefs (l46 percent) “The reversal here IS hkely a product of
sample size. Overall, these responses suggest that children have a highly realistic apprecnatlon of who ',5
most likely to make an immediate intervention. Some have suggested that it is unrealistic to target
relatives to intervene in situations of violence because they are likely to support the perpetrator, yet the
survey data lend little support for this view, since relatives were chosen as a first point of intervention by a

high proportion of respondents.

To the question of who can help boys and girls after they have been beaten, the pattern was similar to

that above, respondents choosing relatives, neighbours, village chiefs and the police in that order.

However, the pattern was somewhat different when respondents were asked to indicate who they
thought should help their parents understand that beating their child was wrong; As is clear from the data
gri‘:”rahle 13, an 'elrn{:sst eq"ualy proportion of respondents chose relatives, neighbours and police as their first
choice to hefp mrents understand that beating a child is wrong. Village chiefs were the first choice of a

smaller percenmge of respandenm

© Male - Female

Who should help parents . - Relative ... | . . e . ;
know about wrong | 42.2 percent | 39.7 percent | 40.8 percent

actions—first choice? (%) S | pie e e T e
Neighbour 41.5 percent | 39.3 percent | 40.2 percent

Police 37.8 percent | 40.4 percent | 39.3 percent
Village Chief 25.0 percent § 34.7 percent | 30.6 percent
Religious leader 1.7 percent | 1.0 percent

Table 13: Who Can Help Parents Know Their Actions are Wrong—First Choice?
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Responses to this question were interesting in that a number of respondents made no more than the first
two or three choices—perhaps suggesting that beyond calling on relatives and neighbours, and then
possibly the village chief, children were unsure who might best fulfil this role. It may also indicate some
ambivalence about relying on authority figures outside of the family or those living in the immediate

locality.

However, it is highly encouraging for agencies working in RGBV that children indicate that it is legitimate
to call on neighbours in addltlon to relatwes or authorlty fgures to assist in issues of violence. Outside of
immediate family members nenghbours are best placed to dehver immediate intervention in cases of
GBV—and it is suggested that villagers in the role of “neighbours”, in addition to village chiefs, be given
suppokt to boost their willingness to intervene in situations of violence against children and to advocate
against it. Possibly an intervention along the lines of “the good neighbour” might be developed, and this

might be developed in concert with “the good man” intervention discussed in Chapter Four.

The survey asked an open-ended question about how these persons could help parents understand that it
is wrong to beat children. The answers reinforce the interpretation above, that beyond calling on relatives
and neighbours and, then, possibly on chiefs, children are unsure as to who should intervene. Respondents
repeatedly noted that relatives and neighbours should “explain” and “tell” parents that their violence was
wrong; some mentioned that parents should be told why violence is wrong. However, beyond a handful of
responses mentioning the effect of violence on a family’s rep’utation,,childr@n‘s,, rights and the iyllegality of

violence, no response explained clearly what parents should be told about why violence is wrong.

It is worthwhile considering the extent to which this reflects a confusior t;ha" has ari‘sen at this stage of

Cambodian anti-violence programming due to conflicting messages (or, at le , messages that are not

mutually supportive) by the many agencies that have begun anti-violeneefg’amp sin recent years. Close

to Phnom Penh, Kandal Stung has been the focus of a wide range of anti-domestic violence programmes

conducted by PADV and the MWA, as well as by other agencies including WYC. As a result, main roads

and eating houses in each small town are plastered with anti-violence signs. ’T’he clectronic media are

clearly received in Kandal Stung, so anti-violence campalgns conducted by th means also have a high
penetration. It is suggested that alongside continuing support for campaigns "tﬂéalmg wn:h the rights of
women and children and emphasising the illegality of violence, the messages for WVC RGBV campaigns in

Kandal Stung should clearly specify culturally based reasons why violence is wr‘ong, such as: it ruins
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relationships in the family, destroys health, destroys the family’s reputation and that of the perpetrator and
hurts the family’s economy. It is emphasised that such messages will not dilute messages about rights or

law, but on the contrary will likely encourage a higher level of acceptance of them.

Rape and Sexual Abuse
Questions about rape were, as is noted in the introduction, approached with some fears about their

pOSSIny abusive nature. The consultant also had some fears about how freely young people young women

in particular, would talk about this issue. However, the HIV/AIDS pandemlc of the past generatlon has

prowded some dtrectlon on these issues. Umversally n; has been found that when issues ccmcernmg

that articles about it, complete with photographs of the rape vrctlm and her attacker(s) feature a'most
daily in most popular newspapers. During interviews it was found that young women and thelr famlhes are
acutely conscious of the possibility of rape: all girls interviewed noted the increasing care that has to be
taken with personal (sexual) safety as they mature. As a result, as the research proceeded, it became clear

that, taking all due care, there was no problem discussing these issues.

The first question was “Have you heard of girls being raped in your community?” The responses are given

in Table 14 below.

Sex
. Male Female Total
Havc you beard of girls ~ Yes 444 31.0 36.9
| being raped-in-your i
wmmumty? (%) - No 55.6 69.0 63.1
Tolal ' ] 1000 100.0 100.0

Table 14: Have You Heard of Girls Being Raped in Your Community?

As this shows, 44.4 percent of boys and 31 percent of girls indicated that they had heard of girls being
raped. By comparison, the Tearfund 2004 survey asked respondents if they knew any children who had
been raped by adults and found that 63.8 percent responded in the affirmative. Some personnel from

other agencies working on GBV commented that this figure seemed extraordinarily high and possibly

3, See G. Fordham (2005), op. cit; M. ]. Vanlandingham, J. Knodel, Chanpen Saengtienchai and Anthony
Pramularatana, “Aren’t Sexual Issues Supposed to be Sensitive?”, Hedlth Transition Review, 4:1. (1994).
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reflected the fact that the Tearfund sample included urban areas where children would be more exposed
to media and a large number of contacts in large urban schools, and thus the results were artificially
inflated. Interestingly, in the WVC survey, a higher percentage of boys than girls claimed to have heard
about rapes in their communltles Possibly this reflects adolescent male discourse about sex and the role
that rape and the physical strength implied by the ability to rape plays in the constitution of mascuhnlty for

young Cambodlan men.

Table 15 assists with understand’ing how Cambodian young people view rape. Asked “How frequently
does the rape of girls happen in your community?”, 57.8 percent of males, and 63.4 percent of females said
that rape never occurred in their community. Only 2.2 percent of males and 5.4 percent of females
nommated rape as a frequently occurrlng event (compared with |1 percent of boys and 3.4 percent of
girls in the Tearfund survey). The remainder, 40 percent of males and 304 percent of females, responded
that the rape of glrls happened occasnonally In the Tearfund survey, 41, 3 percent of boys and 43.6 percent
of girls said that rape was an occasional occurrence The W\/C survey found that younger respondents (in
the 12-14 age group) were more hkely to say that rape never occurred in thelr commumtles while older
respondents (I5~«I7) were _more Ilkely to say that rape happened occasmnally-—suggestmg, perhaps, a
greater awareness of the dangers of rape on the part of pubescent glrls a pomt emphasnsed by gnrls in

focus groups.

in the earlier Tearfund 3urveywthzxt; girls are mhamed the::y bemme weak; mentally and physically,

Table 15: How Frequently Does the Rape of

Sex
Male Female Total
How f; equlently doesthe  Never 57.8 percent | 64.3 percent | 61.4 percent
rape of girls occur in your : :
cognmufi 7 (%) Y Occasionally 40.0 percent | 30.4 percent | 34.7 percent
Often 2.2 percent | 5.4 percent | 4.0 percent
Total 100.0 “100:0 | ~100.0
percent percent percent

and

their bodies become tired and thin. As the wmers of the Tearfund pert commented, such symptoms

are related to general depression.
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When respondents were asked who can help a girl after she has been raped, the persons listed as the first
choice are detailed in Table 16. As this shows, 46.7 percent of male respondents and 46.6 percent of

female respondents, 46.6 percent overall, chose a relative as their first choice for assistance.

Sex
Male Female Total

Who can help a girl ~ Relative 46.7 46.6 46.6
following rape— Neighbour
first choice? (%) ‘g © 20.0 20.7 204 ,

Police 222 241 233

Village chief | 11| 8.6 97
Total R 1000|1000 1000 |

Table 16:Who Can Help a Girl’Who"I-,-Ias Been R‘aped———Fi’rst Choice?

Following this, 23.2 percent chose police, 20.4 percent chose a neighbour, and 9.7 percent chose the

- village chief. The logic of this choice is most likely that a parent or relative provides immediate assistance,

but because rape is known by most to be a criminal offence, the police are the second choice for
assistance, above either nelghbours or the village chlef This interpretation is given substantial support by
the following open*ended quest:on askung raspondents how those persons can best hetp About half the

responses made some ﬁttrect reference to the ::nmmati ;usw;:e sysmm, often, e\fen when relat:wes or others

were chosen as the frﬁt point of mmmnm, t:he,
help by: “reporting the rape to the po e", “by ca c:hing
the offender and sending him to the police”, “by fi li’ng a !ziwsuit'egat 1

Another form of response was directed to comforting the victim: “they can he!p by enteur‘tg ng t?&«% vietim

and giving advice”, “by encouraging her and telling her not to commit suicide”, by telling hfzfr nm'm

[about it] too much”.

A final issue investigated was marriage following rape. Cambodian culture has traditionally placed a high
value on female chastity prior to marriage. Although this value is changing, it is still important for many and
is especially important in rural areas, where values tend to be more conservative.5 Two associated beliefs

are: first, that a girl who has been raped has not only been publicly shamed, but also been spoiled in a

*. See Chou Meng Tarr, Study of Contextual Factors Affecting Risk-Related Sexual Behaviour Among Young People in
Cambodia (Phnom Penh, 2001), and Chou Meng Tarr and P. Aggleton, “Young People and HIV in Cambodla—
Meanings, Contexts and Sexual Cultures”, AIDS Care, 11/3 (1999) pp. 375-384.

56




fundamental manner and is no longer suitable for marriage—if she can marry, it will not be a “good”
marriage but one to someone such as an older man or a widower, anyone who will have her; second, that
the rapist should be forced to make a bride payment to her parents and marry the victim. This has led’ toa
situation where men may resort to rape in order to marry a woman they desire, because parents may
force a daughter to marry her rapist, regardless of her wishes. In some cases men, particularly those from
wealthy families, are able to expiate rapes rh@rely through payment of a sum of cash to the victim’s

parents.®

However, responses to the question “Can a girl who has been raped get married?” were particularly
encouraging. Overall (Table 17), 74.3 percent of respondents answered by saying that rape victims can get
married and, as revealed in the accompanying open-ended question asking reSpondents to explain their
response, the marriage they referred to was noﬁ the “ma’rriagé of 'I’ast t"esort”k of the past, but a normal
marriage due to the girl’s own innate good qualities. This response suggests not only changing social
values, but also that rights education is having an impact. IntereStineg, a higher percentage of girls (23.2

percent) than boys (17.8 percent) responded that a girl who has been raped cannot get married.

both males and females who answered that a girl could marry following rape tended to be less
stereotypical and more reflective, and to refer to issues such as rights and the girl’s personal qualitiés.
They included: “Yes, she has rights”, “Yes, she is the victim, so we should not look down on her”, ,“Yés,
because she is still a woman and maybe she is a good woman in the community”, “Yes, she has the right to

marry”, “Yes, because she has a good attitude”, “She has the same right as others to marry”.

If this issue is addressed in WVC programming, it is suggested that activities in this area should be directed
to both boys and girls, since the results clearly demonstrate that it is not solely a matter of men
discriminating against women who have been raped, but rather that women and girls, through a slavish

adherence to an outmoded cultural value, are participating in their own subordination.

A final issue addressed was the rape of boys. During surveying, most respondents exhibited some surprise
at this question, and only two boys (4.4 percent) and three girls (5.2 percent) answered that they had

heard of boys being raped in their community (Table 18).

Sex
Male Female Total
Have you heard of boys  Yes 4.4 5 4.9
being raped in your ' ' ’
community? (%) No 95.6 94.8 95.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Sex
Male Female Total
Cana girl whohas  Yes ~ 73.3 75.0 74.3
been raped get N i
married? (%) o 17.8 23.2 20.8
Maybe 8.9 1.8 5.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 17: Can a Girl Who Has Been Raped Get Married?

Responses to the open-ended question were par*ticﬁ;u,!ar!y inmr’feﬁtmg@ "Th@se,respahdents, saying that rape
victims could not marry, both male ﬁandfémalé, tended to give highly stereotypical and unreflective
responses referring to rape's effect on the gi;ﬁi*ﬁ répgmi@n,y such as: “Né::-i because she lost her virginity”,
“No, she fgianrmcfgfggf married because her reputation is ruined”, “No, bécammgman; never want to marry a
girl who was: raped",@*Har:repu,tm;imn is ruined”, “No, because her reputation is ruined and she feels

ashamed of herself”, and “No, because everyone knows she was raped”. By contrast, the responses of

%, It is well known at the village level, that the speed of response of police to a rape case is in direct proportion to
the potential the case offers for them to take the role of an intermediary, negotiating an expiation payment between
the rapist and the victim’s parents (with a sum paid to the police for their efforts in the settlement). A rape occurred
in the Kandal Stung district during the research period, and the response of the police was-particularly tardy, verging
on disinterest. The consultant commented on this and and was particularly struck by the prosaic response of all
concerned: “What do you expect? She’s poor and has no parents; thera’s nm'hing in-it [financially] for the police if
they become involved.” '
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Table 18: Have You Heard of BoYs Being Raped ’in_ch')ury Comrr’\,unitv?

p’armﬁt fé%fﬁ
had heard of the rape of a boy indicated ¢

happens' to a boy wfm has béezh rﬁp@?;l:,indic;' ed that this wa ,
respondents. “I don’t know” was a very éomrﬁan r;éspcmsé{ Qnez 'maié stated méxt@g&n ’ ,
“Man cannot rape man”, another claimed, “It never happens” and another, “Boys are never yjjapye“zt:’}*,”,; C)fh%r*

responses were very similar to those given to the question asking what hépbgned to é girl who y\}as raped,
and focused on issues of repute. Examples of such responses are: “Loses his reputation and maybe carri”es

disease”, “He feels ashamed with friends and maybe it affects his family’s reputation”, “His reputation is

ruined”. A few responses made a clear delineation between the reputations of boys and girls; “When a

*. Given the extremely small number of positive responses to this question, responses to other questions
concerning the rape of boys are not discussed in this report.
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boy loses his virginity, it isn’t as serious as when a girl loses hers”, “It is not so bad for the boy who is
raped”, “Nothing serious happens to the boy victim”. These responses suggest that there is clear room in
programme development for working to eradicate this double standard through a rights-based approach

for all victims of rape.

The rape sectton of the survey concluded by asking respondents, “Have you ever been raped?”. No
respondent mdlcated that they had been raped-——-and given the stlgma attached, it is extremely unlikely
that children would admit to having been raped ina survey context. However, it is interesting to note that
the Tearfund survey, a much larger survey (n=1,314), found that 1.8 percent of boys and 0.6 percent of

girls claimed that they had been raped by an adult.

Concluding Comments

It is clear from the above data that there is a significant amount of violence inflicted upon children in the
research district. However, when violence was raised during interviews with village and commune chiefs,
the answer was always that there was no violence in that village or that commune. In each case when this

assertion was pursued further, respondents admitted that there were occasional episodes of violence but

that they were usually é@fif‘ned' to the sﬁmefeur'nr“ﬁé préblerﬁ families. The problem, then, is not solely
stopping violence, but that the use of violence to dlSClPllﬂe and even to teach children is considered so
nnrmal that it ls nmi recegmsed as vmlence As a result, it is not redressed and appears nowhere in the
crime statistics. Net only thls but a hlgh proportlon of respondents approve of the use of this violence, as

the GTZ research dlscussed in the previous chapter demonstrates.

An allied issue is the high rate of assent by children to the violence inflicted upon them by both teachers
and parents. During interviews children (like adults) said that they knew about rights, yet less than half of
the sample thouyght that violence was always wrong. Making violence visible and building indignatien isa

matter that should be addressed in WVC programming at the village level.

An interesting point in respect to violence and rape is that, although many questions in the survey allowed
respondents to add their own response in the “other” box, none did so. Given the 2002 formation of
commune councils and the role which recent research has shown them to play in dispute resolution,57
including the resolution of GBV issues, it is surprising that no respondents pomted out commune councils

(and their members) as another potential assistance with GBV issues. It may be that the relative youth of

%7, Kim Ninh and R. Henke, Commune Councils in Cambodia: A National Survey on therr Functcons and. Performance, With a
Special Focus on Conflict Resolution (Phnom Penh: Asia Foundation and Centre for Advanced Study, 2005).
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respondents means their outlook is primarily directed to their own village, and the relatively new status of
commune councils may mean that they just did not enter the children’s consciousness at the time of the
survey. Regardless, it is suggested that WVC RGBYV activities in Kandal Stung work at developing village-

commune links and at ensuring that youth (and adults) are well aware of the role that the commune

council can play in violence resolution.

60




Chapter Four

The ‘Good Man’—Masculinity, Alcohol and Behaviour

In the 1990s, research about gender-based violence in Cambodia focused mainly on the violent acts of
individual abusive men. However, as pointed out in Chapter Two, in the 2000s, research by PADV and
some other groups developed a more sophisticated understanding of the issue by drawmg a Imk bet:ween
male violence and masculinity. Within the time and infrastructural limits of the,p’rgjecc, this VWCZ research
aimed at providing a yet more finely tuned understanding of the relationship_between masculiniﬁy and"malez
violence by uncovering some of the logic of the construction of masculinity among young Cambodians. It
was hoped that a deeper understanding of what are considered paradigmatic masculine activities would pin
down points of intervention, so that violent and socially disruptive male behaviours might be curbed

through WVC’s Kandal Stung RGBV project.

Modelling Masculinity and Violence

Approaches to masculinity are primarily based on one of two broad models. One model uses a concept of
individual pathology, while the other, considerably more sophisticated, model emphasises economic and
social conditions and cultural values. When examining masculinity in Cambodia, it is important to keep this
distinction in mind, because research programmes that seek to explain gender-based violence are working
with one of these two fundamental approaches, regardless of whether they specify the model. In practice,

most works dealing with masculinity in Cambodia use the individual pathology models discussed below.

The first explanatory model for violence, which was most popular in the 1990s and early 2000s, held, to
put it crudely, that particular men were made violent by their experience of the Khmer Rouge period.5
The Nelson and Zimmerman study of 1996 included a caveat that this explanation should not be used to

explain all violence.? However, since the time of the Plates in a Basket study (I994), dém%StSICZ vi Qiém‘;a has

often been, at least partially, attributed to the social conditions (:ambodians mp%ri&ncegd ﬁ#wmg f‘??’ﬁw

%, A more sophisticated version of this model has appe«zarad recently. Th is h@ﬂdﬁ € p:smm; bmught up durmg the
Khmer Rouge period did not learn to form: close relawnshm or pﬁmmmgnzﬁkﬂls. s0 they in turn brutalise their
children today. ; , ,

*. Nelson and Zimmerman, op. c:t p.9.
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1979, the upheavals and social dislocation as the country was reorganised during the 1980s and early
1990s and the culture of impunity that accompanied this.0 It is certainly true that Cambodians have
endured much brutalisation over the past 30 years and, particularly, during the Khmer Rouge period,
when people became accustomed to violence, and physical force was often necessary to survive. In the
west there is long tradition of psychological and other social science literature dealing with the problems
of men following demobilisation. The traumas of US and Australian veterans from the war in Vietnam are
a recent example of this genre of research—and these traumas were those of men reintegrating into
relatively stable societies. The traumas in Cambodia might be expected to be much more severe and to
have had a correspondingly more severe impact on society. However, the attribution of all gender-based
violence in Cambodia to the tribulations of the Khmer Rouge period is highly problematic; it deflects
attention from other issues that may also be important in explaining and curbing gender-based violence.
For example, until recently that approach has obscured a growing amount of qualitative and quantitative
evidence that, in many respects, in Cambodian culture it has been acceptable for both men and women to
use violence in a wide range of social contexts to achieve their ends, both during and after the Khmer
Rouge period.$! Most likely, Cambodia’s developmental path since decolonisation has prevented its culture
from evolving into gentler and more egalitarian gender values. Regardless of the reasons, Cambodian
culture is now significantly out of step with many contemporary values based on human rights, including

social and gender values rooted in a concept of equal rights for men and women.62

A second individual pathology model that is still current as an explanation for male violence is the

“warrior” model of Cambodian masculinity. This is considerably moi d than the Khmer

Rouge model. However, it is still overly simplistic and virtually ignores political and e 1omic factors and

the impact of global processes. The warrior model of Cambodian behaviour was possibly fi sapmmﬁml'
in a small book published in 1991 and widely available in Cambodia. This small (self-published) %t}luﬁ‘ftg? The
Warrior Heritage: A Psychological Perspective of Cambodian Trauma, claims to make a psycﬁhmtagiml am&l)f%l%@f
Cambodian behaviour.6? Its popularity is indicated by the fact that, during the condU'qt. Of,'t,h"is, Eresea%g}i;

several people working in GBV suggested that the consultant might find it useful. However, its p’okpula'r’it'y

%, Similar explanations have been utilised by those analysing the physical and mental health problems that Cambodian
refugees have suffered in countries such as Australia and the United States. See C.A. Stevens, “Perspectives on the
Meanings of Symptoms Among Cambodian Refugees”, Journal of Sociology, Vol. 37/1 (2001) pp. 81-98.

*'. Any of the standard histories of Cambodia reveal a colonial and post-colonial past in which the use of political and
interpersonal violence to achieve one’s ends has been normal. : . .

. It is interesting that while many have been unwilling to recognise the normative nature of violence and force in
Cambodian society, some authors have taken the opposite perspective. Thus Prasso paints a particularly unappetising
and violent portrait of Cambodia and Cambodian culture. See, S. Prasso, “Cambodia: A Heritage of Violence”, World
Policy Journal, Vol. 11/3 (1994) pp. 71-77. , , el

%, Seanglim Bit, The Warrior Heritage: A Psychological Perspective of Cambodian Trauma (El Cerrito: Seanglim Bit, 1991).
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may be due less to the quality of its analysis than to the paucity of alternative anthropological and
sociological analyses of Cambodian culture over the past 40 years. Briefly, the warrior model of male
behaviour views men as acting in a manner analogous to Cambodian warriors of the past. As the author
puts it, “History has presented Cambodians with a self-image of the warrior and expectations of warrior
behaviour”.64 Thus, in respect to gender-based violence, analysts view men hitting wives as attempting to

exert their culturally legitimate (warrior) power.

However, perhaps reality is more complex and more nuanced, and perhaps the warrior model is no more
accurate or determinative of male actions than is the contrasting model noted in the introduction to
Seanglim Bit’s volume: “There was a time not so long ago when Cambodia was referred to as the ‘Gentle
Land of Smiling People™. Both models depend on highly simplistic orientalist stereotypes.¢5 An alternative
approach might be that taken by Ovensen et dl, a highly experienced team of researchers, including two
anthropologists with experience in the region. They point out that in Cambodian society there are no
cultural traditions for reconciling contrary opinions or accepted rules for resolving conflicts and that, in
situations of potential conflict, loss of face must be avoided at all costs. They argue, highly persuasively,
that men are acting out of frustration when they resort to violence, rather than emulating the warrior
model:

their “cultural heritage” offers no other way out of a humiliating, conceptually or socio-

economically difficult situation. In most situations an act of violence is preferable to the loss of
face.66

Similarly, Luco notes what he calls the “mental-block response in the face of conflict”.¢? Additionally, as
discussed at length below, alcohol use, which causes people to be more easily irritated and more likely to

interpret others’ actions as aggressive, makes actions and outcomes even more potentially explosive, as do

. Ibid., p. 104. o

. E. Said, Orientalism (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1985). Orientalism refers to western discourses and simplistic
stereotypical (and homogenising) portraits of the countries and peoples of the “orient” constituted as an exotic
“other™. These often taken-for-granted portraits distort not just how we view these societies but also how we relate
to them. Common orientalist images often refer to the rapacious sexuality of the oriental “other”, of weak pliant
women vs strong and often violent men or, althernatively, they are portrayed as rather childlike—as a happy smiling
people who, like children, have few thoughts or cares about their lives or their futures. Under the British in Burma,
in Thailand during its 19th century economic colonisation by western powers and in Cambodia under the French
protectorate, the image of a happy ‘smiling people was that most commonly chosen to portray the indigenous
peoples. This image often remains in contemporary literature about these countries, distorting ourperspective.

%. J. Oversen, When Every Household is an Island: Social Organization and Power ‘Structure ‘in-Rural Cambodia (Upsala
Research Reports ‘in Cultural Anthropology No. 15, Upsala: Department of Cultural Anthropology, Upsala
University, 1996) p.-42; The possibility of an alternative modelling of the context of ‘gender-based violence is
important because it allows for the possibility of developing a more efficacious intervention.

¢_F. Luco, Between a Tiger and a Crocodile: Management of Local Conflicts in Cambodia: An Anthropological Approach to
Traditional and New Practices (Phnom Penh: UNESCO, 2002) p. 99. ,

63

|
|
|
|

the stress and desperation caused by poverty.t8 This point is significant and warrants detailed

consideration by those working on gender-based violence.

Working with the warrior model of Cambodian masculinity, the recent GTZ Violence Against Women: A
Baseline Survey report concluded by suggesting that a key strategy for changing static gender roles among
young people (if indeed these are static) is “Challenging men’s right to dominance and contol”.¢® However,
this analysis takes as its foundation the warrior individual pathology model of Cambodian masculine
identities. On the basis of the Kandal Stung research data, this report argues for a different model of
masculinity and a very different approach in programming. Indeed, other researchers have made a similar
point. Gorman, for example, makes a very subtle and profound point in the conclusion of her analysis of
gender issues in Cambodia when she says, “Cambodian women are far from passive victims of male

oppression, but rather active agents operating within a constrained environment”.70

The Kandal Stung Research and New Approaches to Masculinity and Violence

Having discussed the most popular, if highly stereotypical, models for analysing masculinity in Cambodia,
this report now moves on to suggest a more highly textured and nuanced approach. The data discussed
below derive from the “cycle of life” discussions and from focus groups. Issues identified as important to
the children were followed up in in-depth interviews with children who seemed particularly insightful and
vocal about these issues. They are discussed below in connection with the various themes that arose
during both the cycle of life discussions and the subsequent interviews. It is not likely that WVC will be
able to address all areas of masculinity in its programming, so it is the most salient themes that are

addressed here.

Coping
One theme that emerged through the interviews was coping. As part of maturation, boys Iegmy,‘,t;;hat;,ch@}e

should grow into men who can cope with making a living that will allow them to suppo;jrc,ﬁ\thgiyr family
men believe that their ability to do this is a source of personal pride and f ,

Unfortunately, there seemed to be a significant disjunction between childres

%8, N. Hicks, Cambodian Women Re,

p-12, and C. Zimmerman, Qudlitat , PADVIMWA. In
respect to the relationship between alcohol uth and Sports,
Cambodian National Youth Risk Behaviour Survey (i

am Pe ,2004) p. 13.
% German Technical Cooperation et al,, op. cit, p. 95. L
™ Gorman et dl, op. cit. , '
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will work to support that family (and girls similarly confirm that “a woman wants a man who will support
her”), but a high proportion of young unmarried and married women of the district work in garment
factories in Phnom Penh, and there is a high rate of male unemployment. Thus, in fact it is female income
that supports many families.”! When this issue was raised during interviews, all respondents (both boys
and girls, and adults) claimed that there is no conflict between the belief that men should be able to
support their wzves and the reahty in this district that, in many cases, it is women who are supporting
families. Yet it was not so much that there was no conflict between belief and practice, but rather that in
the current economic’ context, men have no choice but to accept that their wives are the family
breadwinner. This is shown in one mlddle-aged male respondent’s statement of resignation: “They [men]
have to eat, and if they don’t accept it, they cannot eat.” Giles in her 2004 report on PADV’s project
among violent offenders also identifies this issue. She notes: “In the changing social and economic climate
in Cambodia the traditional mores that ascribe men the role of provider are becoming more of a matter
of tradition and less grounded in reality as a greater number of women assume or share the role of
financial provider within many families”, Critically, she points out that “a number of the men in our Project
[sic] who were not, 'in"rea'liyty, the main source of income and support for their families continued to

rationalise their behaviour in the light of their position as head of the family by virtue of being the income

earner”.”2

Other work too has identified the coping theme and the contemporary failure of many men to cope in the
traditional way. Thus, under the heading of “Weak Man Strong Man”, Giles in an older PADV work on
masculinity pomts out that strong men must be able to “solve the problem”, not walk away.”3 Yet the

problems afflicting villagers throughout Cambodia are in many respects problems that relate to global

issues that no one person can control.

Itis suggested that, due to globalisation and rapld social Change, Cambadmn men’ s position wnthm their
families has undergone dramatic change, and a signific icant reversal of the traditional situation in which men

could support: t:henr fam:lywccxuld c::»:;xpé«mss exermng emotlonal pressure on them. Very hkely the

pressures on men are lmpellmg , em to even greater (yet ultrmately futile) efforts to show that they can

cope thrcvugh centrolfmg behawours thhm the famnly-——as one respondent put it, “Men want to

7
. This issue may be accentuated in the Kandal Stung area due to its proximity to Phnom Penh. Whereas severa!
vnllage and commune chiefs estlmated that 80 percent of young women are employed in factory work, both prior to

and subsequent to marriage, in other regions of Cambodia factory work is less readlly obtamed Nevertheless, thls
issue is no less real and no less significant,
", Giles (2004), op. cit.

”. E. Giles, Masculinity: Results of Focus Group Discussion (Phnom Penh: PADV, 2002)
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demonstrate their power, to show who is boss in the family”—and even through increased alcohol
consumption.” WVC programmes at the village level might well take up this issue in discussion groups so.
that this privately shaming issue might be dealt with publicly and villagers might gain a greater
understanding of the pressures affecting their lives—and be empowered to this extent at least. The Oxfam
Womyn’s Agenda for Change has run highly successful programmes for young female factory workers to
empower them by giving them a greater understanding of the global forces affecting their world, and these

might well be used as a model for an analogous programme in this context.

Alcohol Use and Masculinity

Considerable previous experience by the consultant in the area of alcohol in relation to masculinity, and of
the impact of excessive alcohol consumption. on behaviour, led him to suspect that alcohol consumption
would be significant for both the constitution of strong masculine identities and gender-based violence.
The survey did not address questions such as the frequency or amounts of alcohol consumption, which
would have made it too long (and also because of the youth of the respondents). Instead, this was
addressed extensively in interviews. Briefly, all respondents claimed that it was natural for men to drink, a
normal part of male social life. One female respondent put it: “Because of society [in the sense of sociality
with others], because it’s natural, they are like this because they like to socialise”. Asked if it was possible
for a man not to drink, respondents almost grudgingly admitted that it was possible, and that such a man
would be a good man, but their response suggested they did not think this option particularly likely.
Indeed, it is through beginning to go about with friends (dar leng), starting to learn to drink alcohol, going
to karaoke with friends and beginning to have sex (most often with commercial sex workers, but also with

girlfriends) that young men signify their transition to a grown-up masculine status—a point that was clearly

made by participants in PADVs project with violent offenders.’s The time when boys begin to go about

with friends and to drink alcohol was always marked as a significant point by respondents when discussing

the “wheel of life”. Ramage’s Strong Fighting makes a similar point about the central role alcohol plays in

male culture and the socialisation of young men, and the manner in which peer pressure and drinking

games encourage not just drinking but drunkenness. He pomts out, “In. i:ammdta,f alm!w
cheap and there are no rehgnous cultural or legz;l restmmen& ‘
drunkenness has no major negat:lve connotations.’s

that take place due to drunkenness can be forgiver

7. For an analysis of a snmllar context in northern Tharland in the lat:e !9805 amd early l990$ and the pressures it
exerted on men in the rural and urban underclass, see Fordham ( 2005), op. cit..

7. Giles (2004), op. cit, p.78.

7. 1. Ramage, Strong Fighting Men: Sexual Behaviour and HIVIAIDS in the Cambodian Umformed Services (Phnom Penh:
Famlly Health International/Impact, 2002) p.23.
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because you are friends”, “People who are drunk are to be forgiven, but people without education cannot

forgive and cannot control their anger”. | take up the issue of the control of anger below.

The significance of alcohol as one root cause of much domestic and community strife should not be
underestimated. As Poch Bunnak puts it in her recent PADV report, “Changes in men’s negative social
behaviours ... ‘may well be related to changes in men’s relationships with their families and their
community. For example a man who is able to stop drinking has more time and more money for his
family”.”7 Virtually all adult respondents, when asked about the root cause of violence, linked it directly or
indirectly to alcohol. Ministry of Women’s Affairs (commune level) domestic violence volunteers were
adamant that alcohol was the root cause of much gender-based violence. They pointed out that not every
drunk man will resort to violence, but that those who do are more likely to be affected by alcohol than
not. In addition, some respondents pointed out that it is not just male drinking that is the problem, but
that many women also drink, and their sharp voices and tempers also provoke disharmony and violence.
Importantly, many respondents noted that it was not always drunkenness per se, but rather the context of
drinking, that was a root cause of violence. They pointed out that when men drink, they often gamble with
friends, and when they lose their money they go home and demand more from their wives. Irritable and
upset already, due to their gambling losses, men are prone to respond with violence when wives are
unwilling or unable to provide them with additional household funds to squander. No respondents made
the point directly, but the situation is likely to be exacerbated in the case of working wives or daughters
who are asked to supply funds for their husbands/fathers. Indeed, one respondent did point out that
daughters become frustrated that sometimes the fruits of their labours in Phnom Penh’s garment factories
are eaten up by their parents’ debts. However, unfortunately, the opportunity to ask whether the

respondent meant gambling or other debts was overlooked.

International scientific literature on alcohol studies cites considerable evidence that the consumption of
alcohol is associated with violence. For example, screening of patients in accident and emergency
departments has shown that up to 86 percent of those involved in assaults are intoxicated at the time. In
half of 28 published studies, alcohol has been consumed by one or both partners in 60 percent of
murders. And, of great significance to this Cambodian research and intervention project, this international
literature also shows that when stressed people drink, they tend to become violent, and that alcohol

intensifies defenswe m:t:wmy and nc:r‘mses tlm hkchhocd that young men will perceive the behaviour of

”7. Poch Bunnak, op. cit, p. 13.
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others as challenging.’® Critically, the recent 2005 GTZ violence study showed that the major issue that
provoked male violence was men’s perception that their wives had challenged their dominance and
autonomy (their masculinity), and instances in which wives were perceived as failing to give due respect to

husbands were nominated as justifying severe violence.”?

The literature on Cambodian domestic violence as far back as the Plates in a Basket study of 1994 noted
that alcohol is a factor contributing to domestic violence, and many recent studies also draw a link
between alcohol use and domestic violence. LICADHO’s 2004 report noted that 65 percent of women
cite alcohol as contributing to domestic violence.8 The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport’s
Cambodian National Youth Risk Behaviour Survey 2004 gives a similar figure of 65 percent of respondents
blaming alcohol for domestic violence.8! The recent UNIFEM Cambodian gender assessment, A Fair Share
for Women, also notes that alcohol use is strongly associated with domestic violence.82 Also, as noted in
Chapter Two, recent PADV interventions with violent offenders showed a decrease in violence when
there was also a decrease in alcohol consumption. Due to the small size of the sample and self-reported
nature of the data, it is not possible to draw any firm conclusions beyond noting the association. However,
the project report notes of the violent offenders of the target group: “Problem drinking was a factor in
the lives of every man, within the Project [sic], who had a history of consistent violence within and outside
the family. This was particularly evident in situations where alcohol was consumed as a response to stress
or to financial or family problems.”8 Other Cambodian research also shows a direct relationship between
alcohol consumption, and abuse and violence directed towards women.84 A recent CARE report on beer
girls shows a significant degree of harassment and verbal and physical abuse directed towards them by
drunken clients. The report notes that 54 percent of beer girls suffered physical abuse, 60 percent have
been forced or threatened—sometimes at gunpoint, and 38 percent have had to perform a coerced sex

actin the workplace.8

78, Editorial, “Alcohol and Violence,” Lancet; Vol. 336 (1990) pp. 1223-1225.
7, German Technical Cooperatnon et al, op cit, p 33

» . Hicks, op. cit. '

- Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, ep. ¢it.

8 UNIFEM et al, op. cit, p. | 14,
83. Giles (2004), op. cit, p. 86. , ,
#. There is a relationship not only between alcoha
between alcohol use and partlmpat;ltfm in €o
contracting HIV. 0
%, L. Bury, A Report on the S:tuat:on of Bee:r Pmmotmg
Abuse Survey (Phnom Penh: CARE, 2005).

i iry but z‘t'lsé a well-established relationship
d’ sex and thus a hlgher probability of
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Given the significant association between alcohol use and violence of all forms, GBV in particular, why has
the issue of high alcohol consumption and socially disruptive drunkenness not been addressed in the past?
For example, over the past two decades, HIV/AIDS programmes have acknowledged the need to create a
safer environment for decision making and to reduce the likelihood that individuals will take risks. Perhaps
the failure to adopt a similar approach regarding violence can be explained by the fact that, over the past
decade, virtually all areas of programming have adopted an intensive focus on women’s rights. PADV, for
instance, with the aim of emphasising the denial of women’s rights and the abuse of male power, used the
campaign message “Poverty, being drunk and illiteracy are not the causes of domestic violence” in 1998,
and “Alcohol is not the real cause of domestic violence” in 2001.%¢ During interviews with adults, it
sometimes happened that when the issue of alcohol and violence was broached, the respondents would
recite a litany of violence caused by drunken men and then repeat the well-learned campaign message that
alcohol does not cause domestic violence, rather power does. It is likely that for some men, messages that
emphasise that alcohol does not cause violence have legitimated both their continued alcohol

consumption and-their violence.

It is suggested that as part of its work in the project area, WVC might well engage in a programme to
encourage villagers and young people to restrict their alcohol intake. Life skills programme materials might
be used, as might anti-alcohol materials recently produced by UNICEF Cambodia.?” Since there are few
sanctions on drinking in Cambodian culture, campaigns might focus on the impact of alcohol on health, and
on the dishonouring potential of drunken behaviour. It is emphasised that alcohol reduction campaigns-do
not dilute the rights-based approach, but rather help to create an environment in which rights can most

effectively be realised.

There is another good reason why WVC might choose to engage in an alcohol reduction programme as
part of its RGBV activities in Kandal Stung. Cambodia is currently viewed as a growing market by alcohol
producers, as Thailand was 15 years ago, and is currently being targeted by a number of new brands of
alcoholic beverage.88 Increasing media pressure for higher levels of alcohquv;or}s,umptioyn, glamorised in
advertising by linking drinking with symbols of high status and material and social success, will.i’n the future

lead to a higher level of alcohol consumption among all social strata—and to increased social and health

%. PADV, 10 Years of Project Against Domestic Violence (Phnom Penh: PADV, 2005).
¥, A copy of these materials has been placed in‘the WVC violence collection. el
%, The newspaper Cambodia Daily in its edition of 17 August 2005, p. L., reports that the Danish brewer Carlsberg

had entered the Cambodian market and that the company chose “to enter the Cambodian [beer] market because of
its great potential.” 3 '

69

problems due to excessive drinking.8? Given the association between violence and alcohol consumption
(health and alcohol consumption are an additional factor), it is suggested that a RGBV campaign in Kandal
Stung is likely to be more effective in the long term if it addresses excessive alcohol consumption now,

rather than waiting for it to become an even more intractable problem.®

Autonomy
Another theme that emerged during conversations about masculinity and the cycle of life was that as boys

make the transition to being men, they become increasingly autonomous and begin to wander about with
friends (dar leng). Informants portrayed the dar leng period as beginning around the age of 15, and that

ideally the habit should cease or decline f@tﬁtﬁéwéﬁg marriage and the birth "’;éf :c;bii:lc'jmin. One young man put

it that dar leng is something you do with friends whom you trust: Ve feel relaxed when we dar leng with

with someone
we do not know, we do not know about their heart and their feeling, and someone we ‘do not know
might take us to a bad place”. This period of freedom as young men grow up, and before they begin to
shoulder adult responsibilities, is very common in peasant societies. To dar leng to other villages, to visit
parties and temple fairs in nearby districts, is a means of looking for potential spouses. It is simultaneously
a rite of passage, as young men display boldness in their willingness to travel from home and demonstrate
their strength and innate power through their ability to face the unknown and to control their lives in a

range of social contexts. In the present day, these contexts range from temple fairs and parties in remote

villages where they face potentially hostile local young men (themselves under the same pressures to

Pprove themselves) to construction sites in the urban wilderness of Phnom Penh, where they live far from

family and trusted friends.

None of these behaviours are abnormal, and young men in Thailand and Laos exhibit very similar
behaviour. Indeed, these sorts of activities are necessary rites of passage if young men are to constitute
themselves in the social world as real men. It is only as boys get older or marry that village elders become
critical of activities such as dar leng and begin to view them as a waste of time that could be better used in
looking for work so that young men can save money for their future.?! However, changes in wider
Cambodian society have led to these practices causing problems that were not present in the same way or
to the same extent in the past. The present stage of economic development in Cambodia means that

there is a high rate of unemployment and of consequent frustration in young men who i:;zujnm‘ ccess the

%. Tarr and Aggleton, op. cit., pp. 375-384. See p. 380. R e :
”. WVC now has excellent base-line data about violence in Kandal St ng, and ii data about alchol con
collected, meaningful correlations might be drawn wi iginal ; o
*'. Giles (2004), op. cit,, pp. 84-85. Wi

ption were
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“good life”. For example, during the kesearch the consultant heard countless stories of the frustration of
young men who wanted a motorcycle—not just a status symbol but a symbo! of freedom and autonomy—
but had no money to purchase one themselves, and their disappointment and dissatisfaction when their
request that their parents buy them one met a refusal due to family poverty. The uninhibiting effects of
alcohol, combined with its distortion of perceptions, make it likely that when young men drink alcohol at
parties, their frustrations will be released in belligerent and aggressive behaviour.?2 Moreover, young men
are unemployed and in a context where the status symbols of the good life—shiny motor vehicles,
beautiful clothes, mobile phones and the like—are largely denied. In this situation, drinking and fighting are
not merely centred on the release of frustration, but are some of the few activities young men have for
the constitution and proving of strength and prowess. Drinking alcohol also vests the drinker with the
image (from advertising) associated with the brand of alcohol consumed. Indeed, recent research
records gang behaviour in which young men in small groups use internal group norms to boost self-
esteem, and young men who attend parties or nightclubs and sometimes knock against other dancers as a

means of courting fights in order to demonstrate their prowess.*

World Vision Cambodia’s programming in Kandal Stung might contribute to a decrease in these problem
behaviours by, first, expanding job creation so that a greater percentage of young men have both an
income and less time on their: hands, and have an arena -for building self-esteem. Second, it is
recommended that sporting activities and hobbies be encouraged in order that young men have alternative
ways of filling in their time and creating self-esteem, and as arenas for the constitution and- display of
masculine prowess. The consultant has watched with interest as angling has boomed as a masculine hobby
in neighbouring Thailand over the past two to three years. This has become not just an activity to catch
fish for the table; it is also a field in which men can become knowledgeable about equipment and
sophisticated techniques and have some part of their lives and abilities that they feel good about and feel
they have control over.%s Some rod fishing equipment is now being imported into Cambodia, and- this
might be one hobby explored by WVC. WYC'’s job creation activities might well be conducted in concert

with CCJAP, which is already working in this area in Kandal Stung.

2 The evidence suggests that defensive activity, awlo;md’ m dml wuth zmmew*provokmg events or behaviour, is
mcreased by alcohol, so violence becomes more likely. o
%, See Tarr and Aggleton, op. cit., pp. 375-384.

" . Bearup, op. cit,, p. 79-83. G 3 ' /

% Unlike in Britain or the US where anghng can be an expenswe hc:xbby, thez avallabmty in Thailand of cheap and
relatlvely well-made Chinese equipment puts this hobby within reach of all but the poorest.
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Much time was spent with young people, both male and female, talking about the cycle of life. As the
consultant and his assistant worked through the life cycle (drawn on a large sheet of paper placed'oh, the
ground, around which the researchers and group participants sat and talked), asking children to plot in
what they considered to be the important points in their lives, points of change and the behaviours
appropriate to each age and stage, the consultant was struck by the response. Almost all children,
particularly boys, said that they found it difficult, that it was strange and that they had not thought about
their lives in that way before. Attempts to pursue this—in what way it was strange and why-—foundered.
The consultant was left with the realisation that he and the respondents were thinking about life very

differently.

The reasons for respondents’ response are likely Vér‘y complex. However, the response suggests not only
that children have not thought about their lives in this structured and planned manner, but that they also
feel they have little control over their lives and futures, and for this reason are not planning ahead. When
one has little choice about the future, as is the case for many of these rural children, why bother thinking
about it too much? Some researchers have argued that the specific historical trajectory of Cambodia since
World War Il, particularly the past 30 years, has led to widespread insecurity and a reluctance to engage
in- planning of any kind. Life skills programmes help children think about their current choices and
recognise what choices there may be in their lives, and assist in planning the creation of alternative
choices. They help children take control of their lives and result in an increased self-esteem and general
mental well-being and happiness (factors likely reflected in positive physical outcomes). It is suggested that
proieCt managers investigate some of the WHO life skills material, and possibly the commercial package

“Stepping Stones”.%

Gambling was not investigated by this research. However, during interviews with both children and adults

it became clear that gambling and money lost in gambling (and the general context of drlnklng and

gambhng) are a significant cause of gender-based violence.
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the original injury ... it is the infection that grows on our national soul”.?7 In terms of this project, kum is
of interest as a deep-structural cultural model for action; as Hinton puts it, kum is a “template for
violence”, implicit cultural knowledge learned by children from an early age.% Kum is such a part of the
taken-for-granted-cultural landscape that it'was never directly brought up by respondents. However, when
the issue was broached, it became clear this was important to masculinity and that this and anger per se
have an important role in'much Cambodian violence: Asked “What is anger like?”, one respondent said,
“Sometimes when people hit you, you want to hit back”, and another, “Most men want to express anger

by hitting”.

Life skills programmes give children the space to think about and practise responses to issues they will
meet in the future. They can play a major role in assisting children and young people to take control of
their lives and behaviour and to make good choices about issues such as gambling, drinking and, in respect
to kum, how they respond to provocations. Asﬁeggperience in ktheyHl\y//AIDkS and reproductive healthkﬁelds

shows, life skills programmes also empower children to make good decisions about sexuality.

The Ggod Man , , , , , ,

The research paid partlcular attention to dlscovermg people’s perceptions of ‘the good man”, a role
model that might be used as a vehicle for campaign messages. Asked who they admire as a good man, no
respondent chose Jackie Chan or film stars or karaoke singers, figures many western agency staff have
suggested would constitute good role models. They often agonised over the question and ended up talking
about the qgualities of the good man, rather than any specific individual. It was clear from their comments

that to be a good man is a status that is highly desired. Who, then, is a good man!?

According to respondents, a good man is one who does not drink too much. It would be ideal if he did
not drink at all, but as all have to mix in society, it is difficult not to drink on some occasions. However, a
good man will not drink too much or get drunk and shout or disturb others. He will not be violent

towards either his wife and family or his neighbours. The good man is, as was suggested in an earlier

chapter, a good neighbour. He is also a man who speaks ,well,; to others and who gives respect to his

- parents and village elders. He helps his neighbours ar | speaks well to them; he respects his wife (who

should, In ﬁutr?;yyyrﬁspﬁsﬁtlﬂhim by fulfilling her r@!&% and  the heuse and cooking for him), and he also

respects Cambodian traditions. Asked if a good man had to be nch, all informants alluded to the karmic

¥ Haing Ngor, A Cambodian Odyssey (New York: Macmillan, 1987).

%, . A.L. Hinton, “A Head for an Eye Revenge in the Cambodlan Genoctde" Amencan Ethnologist, Vol. 25/3 (1998) pp.
352-377. / ,
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nature of the world, where things are subject to change. As one respondent put it, a good man does not
have to be wealthy because we do not know if he will lose his wealth later in life and, conversely, even if
one marries a good man who is poor, later in life he may become rich. Showing a traditional rural mistrust
of the wicked city, many respondents noted that some men in the city might have a lot of money but that

they might do many bad things.

A good man is one who has control of his emotions, particularly anger. Working with the life skills model
of development and growth, it was noticeable that all respondents indicated that maturity was not only a
matter of physical maturation but also of gaining a greater control of emotions due to increasing age and

practice. Children were described as havmg little control of mnger. and as gmdually gaining control as they

"n;rwﬁ at their

matured. As one respandant put

feelings, but in the 18-t0-20 age group, peeple have little control of tjm;r F@&z ngs. At:

just do not think [before they act], and they have limited exper ience”. She continued, “Between 40 *md 80,
there is less anger than before, as people can control their feelings more than previously, they can
consider things, and the bad mood disappears, and they can also go to the temple.” Another point of
interest made by another female respondent was a comparison between male and female anger. She
pointed out that normally female anger is lighter (saroul) than that of males; however, “When they are

really angry, their anger can be worse than males’ because they have no control at all. For example, if a

husband beats his wife every day, one day she will be so angry that she will either commit suicide or kill

him”. This is of interest because one point made by male participants in PADV men’s violence research
was that if men change their behaviour, then women must change too—and should not speak in a way
that will provoke male anger. Given this, it is likely that anger control programmes directed at both men
and women would be highly effective, particularly as the pre-existing cultural belief is that control of anger

is a learned and practised activity and that the ability to control anger is typical of a good person.?®

It is suggested that models of “the good man” not rely on real people, who may well have a “use by date”
when their public persona wanes. A “generic” good man, such as “Vuthy”, the modern farmer/wage
labourer, might be built up using the sorts of characteristics specified here (Vuthy might also be a good
neighbour). It is particularly noticeable in rural villages that there are few realistic role models for young
men; all the advertising posters portray people and scenes that exude a sense of middle-class (or more)

urban sophistication.

. It is likely that GTZ will implement an anti-domestic-violence programme using a sign shaped like a stop sign with
a hand in the middle of the sign and “STOP” written across the sign. This might well be used in an anger/gender-
based violence control programme.
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Sexuality

During in-depth interviews, the consultant was struck by the amount of knowledge the young subjects
displayed about sexuality: men taking mistresses, prostitution, rape and so on were treated quite openly.
Yet there was a deep conservative streak running parallel with this knowledge, as Phnom Penh with its
discos and prostitutes was portrayed as a place of sin and depravity in comparison with the moral life of
the country, where Khmer culture was kept alive. Young female respondents spoke of bad “sexy girls” who
wear “short dresses, expose the skin on their arms [and wear] short shorts”. They described them as girls
who made themselves attractive to please men so that they could get money from them, or who might
lure men with their beauty and drug them to steal their money. The best wives, all respondents agreed,
were to be found “in rural areas, because in rural areas society is normal and in the city it is modern,
different”. All respondents agreed that wives should be virgins prior to marriage. Change in Cambodian
society due to the impact of western culture surfaced many times during discussions. Respondents spoke

of the new styles of western clothing that city people wore and how Cambodians living in the city now act

differently than in the past, due to their adoption of western habits.

Sexuality is addressed more extensively in the following chapter in the context of a discussion of the use
of pornography by children in Kandal Stung. The research revealed that young people in Kandal Stung have
a high degree of exposure to pornography, and that it likely plays a major role in the formation of

masculine identities and in teaching sexual scripts to young men (and young women).

Chapter Five

Pornography, Masculinity and Gender-Based Violence

Pornography, Masculinity and Violence—the Links

As noted in the introduction, the youth violence survey included questions dealing with exposure to
pornography in order to understand whether and how this is impacting young Cambodian men’s notions
of masculinity, their scripts for sexual behaviour and other male-female interactions and the type of sex
acts they expect in normal marital sexual relations. However, equally importantly, pornography has
serious impacts upon women. Again as noted in the introduction, research in western contexts has found
that women had a significant decrease in self-esteem following exposure to pornography that promoted
rape myths. Due to young Cambodian women’s limited exposure to pornography prior to this time, and
the secondary status they already occupy in society, it is highly likely that such decreased self-esteem will

be even more pronounced among them.

Pornography was included in the questionnaire because the consultant’s experience led him to believe

that—alongside other contemporary imports from the west and south-east Asia—the print and video

parnography available thr@ughmt (;i:zmbv:;xdua was hkchy to be mﬂuenmng young peopl@ s notions of gender

1o a —,srr;;rxg

Like the other research questiohs, those about pornography were derived from the Child Welfare Group
and World Hope survey. But in this case, they were only loosely based on the earlier survey, because the
prime interest was not to find out where young people in Kandal Stung were purchasing or viewing
pornography, but whether they had access to it, at what ages they first accessed it and, in their own
words, how it affected them. A more detailed investigation would have asked questions about the type of

pornography, the sex depicted and so on and, possibly, would also have broached the issue of the extent
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to which informants felt compelled to act out the sexual scripts they saw on film.!% However, given the
ages of the young people involved, it was decided that the ethical issues raised by asking such detailed
questions of youth did not, at least at this time, justify their use. Yet it may be that such questions couid
be asked more easily than in western contexts. Following initial analysis of the survey results, pornography
was then included in interviews with children. To the surprise of the consultant and his research assistant,
both young men and women respondents addressed the questions seriously, with few traces of
embarrassment, Indeed, their attitude was rather prosaic; when one young man was asked if people buying
pornographic books or VCDs felt shy, he replied, “If they want to buy ’it, they want to see it, so they do
not feel shy.” Similarly, young women, when interviewed with care and tact, exhibited few signs of
shyness.!?! One possible explanation for this respahseis that the ubiquity of pornographic mat:@rials in

Cambod:a——-avanlab!e in newspaper stalls, sold by n:mearant vendors in the cafes whare men drmk beer and

at markets everywhere——-means that readmg and vsewmg pornagraphy ate cans;d&red;, nor al activities

and arouse little or no embarrassment.

There are two important implications of this point. First, if the viewing of pornography is considered so
normal that it arouses no embarrassment, then it is highly probable that the various sexual activities
portrayed. in it are also considered normal—and thus a model of masculine practices to be emulated by
young Cambodian men. Secondly, if pornography and its viewing/reading arouse no particular
embarrassment, then further research in this area is likely to be less difficult than it might be in some

western societies where notions of shame are attached to consuming pornography.

The normality of pornographic materials was apparent to some extent in interviews where it became clear
that boys of 14 to 16 have been exposed to enough pornography to allow them to develop an aesthetic of
it—and that girls are also aware of this aesthetic. Even in the limited amount of time to pursue this aspect
of the research, the researchers learned that western films were highly appreciated for particular sex acts,

as were films that showed a wide variety of sexual positions.!9 Acts of kissing and sucking/licking of

1%, Child Welfare Group and World Hope defined pornography as “any form of communication that portrays sexual
behaviour in a manner that only intends to cause sexual excitement”. (Child Welfare Group/World Hope, op. cit,, p.

3. The World Vision Cambodia survey used the term arapea for pornography (the same as that used by the Tearfund
survey), thus seopaurooparapea for pornograpic book. Survey participants found no problems understanding this term
and definition, and their responses when asked what effect looking at such material had, confirmed this. See below.

9! The past 20 years of HIV/AIDS research have exploded earlier myths about how difficult it is to conduct research
about sex. When treated with respect by researchers, people in almost every culture, even those considered shy or
prudish, have proven that they are willing to discuss sexual issues '

192 See Ramage, op. cit., p. 15.
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various types are highly eroticised in Cambodia, a point also noted in Ramage’s Strong Fighting Men, and

informants indicated that pornography featuring these acts was highly valued .103

The most surprising overall finding of the research was the sheer number of Cambodian youné people,
some much younger than 12, who have been exposed to pornography. As Table 19 shows, of the research
sample of 103 pérsbns,’ only' [6.5 percent had not encountered pornography; the remaining 83.5 percent
had either viewed or read pornography. There was little distinction between male and female responses,

17.8 percent of males and 15.5 percent of females claiming not to have encountered pornography.

Sex
Male Female Total

Have you ever seen a No 17.8 15.5 16.5
pornographic book or Seen book 48.9 51.7 50.5
film? (%) ] ’ ’ '

Seen film 24.4 25.9 25.2

Seen book and film 8.9 6.9 7.8
’I:otgd 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 19:; Percentage of Children Who Have Seen a Pornographic Film or Book

The figures are interesting in that the percentage of young women who claim to have accessed
pornography is much higher that that found in the 1992 Child Welfare Group/World Hope survey. This
found that although 61.7 percent of males had viewed pornographic materials, only 36.5 percent of
females had done so. Possibly the difference reflects an increasing amount of pornography entering
Cambodia since the earlier survey and hence an easier availability to young people. Certainly, as | take up
at some length below, this reflects an increasing sexualisation of young people’s lives, and an increase in
yet another indirect pressure to become sexually active at an increasingly early age. Thus this issue is not
just one of significance for the problem of gender-based violence but also for reproductive health and
HIV/AIDS. ’

Given that the survey respondents were children living in relatively poor villages where they were likely to
have only limited access to computers and VCD players (apart from those available in coffee shops in
nearby market towns), it is not surprising that the bulk of respondents nominated pornographic books as
more’ sighiﬁcant ﬁhaﬁ pornographic movies. Half of the respondents (50.5 ’pe’rcént) had ‘read a

porhog’rapyhic book, while only 25.2 percent had viewed a pornographic movie. Only 7.8 percent had done

'%, Ibid. See also Tarr and Aggleton, op.cit.
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both. By contrast, the Child Welfare Group/World Hope survey found pornographic movies twice as
attractive as books, likely reflecting the fact that this survey included both rural areas and urban areas of
Phnom Penh and some other provinces, where there is much easier access to video pornography in coffee
shops and via the internet. This was confirmed in interviews in which informants expressed a preference
for the “action” and excitement of video pornography but noted the easy accessibility of pornographic
books. Possibly, given that they also noted that it was customary for boyfriends to show pornographic
materials to their girlfriends to arouse their ardour, the ease of use of print-based pornography such as

stories and photographs might also account for its popularity in this district.

There was little distinction batwéeh’ ‘male and female préfear*éhcezé for the type of pornographic materials
used, 48.9 percent of boys and 51.7 pé‘r*c:ént 'of girlst'r*éadingf'mm@gmpmc materials; 24.4 percent of boys
and 25.9 percent of girls had viewed pémcgrarihic films; bachbmks ahéf',fiims had baén used by 89
percent of boys and 6.9 percent of girls. That a higher percentage of girls than boys claim @Xpibfxuﬁé, to
pornographic materials is curious, but is likely due to the fact that girls :,we:v:r,e:‘ working with a broader
definition of pornography (possibly including some soft-core pornography from the rear sections of some
popular magazines). Certainly the fact that girls claimed that the material they were reading/viewing
excited them sexually and made them want to emulate it suggests that the material was pornographic, as

does the fact that boys provide it in order to arouse the girls.

The overall mean age when young people were first exposed to pornography was |3.2 years. However, as
Graph 3 shows, some respondents claimed to have seen pornographic materials at a much earlier age. By
age 10, 14.8 percent had been exposed to pornography, and by age 12, 35.8 percent. During interviews,
respondents noted that sometimes children encountered’their father’s pornographic books in the home,
and possibly such cases of extremely early exposure occurred in this way. Alternatively, they may be

accessing pornography belonging to siblings or the friends of siblings.

Regardless of how they obtain them, if_young children are exposed to pornographic materials, it is a
matter of great concern. It is not merely that young people exposed to pornography are more likely to
engage in sexual experimentation at an early age, but also that pornography introduces children
premyaturely'to sexual sensations they are developmentally unprepared to contend with. This awareness of
sexual sensation can be confusing'and overstimulating, and has the potential to “short-circuit” or distort

normal personality development, supplying misinformation about a child's sexuality and sense of self and
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body, leaving the child confused, changed and damaged.!* Indeed, Cline argues that if a boy’s early sexual

stimulus is pornographic photographs, then he may be conditioned to become aroused solely through

50

such photographs and this conditioning will make it difficult for him to experience normal sexual

satisfaction in later life.!95 In the Cambodian context, how and to what extent the viewing of pornography ol
at very young ages might predispose children to become involved in the sex industry or to being trafficked

Pe 30
rce
nt

also warrants consideration.

Histogram

" Raok © 7 Video Hoth

20 L Way it/’a\',bodkf ora video ?

Graph 4: First Saw Pornographic Video or Book

The survey also asked some elementary questions about how pornography was used. After questions
about exposure to pornography, respondents were asked if it was of more interest to boys or girls. The
overwhelming majority, 94.2 percent, indicated that it was of more interest to boys,:while only 5.8
percent claimed that it was of more interest to girls. Interestingly, those claiming that pornography was of

more interest to girls were female, representing 10.3 percent of female respondents.

Mean = 13.1852
Std. Dev. = 2.3082
N=81

600 800 1000 1200 1400 ©1600° - 1800 Respondents were also asked to write a short sentence about the responses of boys and girls to the

How old were you when you saw your first

example of pornography? viewing and reading of pornography. Boys almost Universally said that reading/viewing pornographic

materials made them “want to have sex”, “to do bad things to other people”, “to have sex before
Graph 3: Age When First Saw Pornography

marriage and sometimes to do things that society hates” and that they “feel sexually aroused”. Girls, by

_ ) contrast, indicated that exposure made them feel shy, but like boys a high percentage of girls indicated
For 48.5 percent of Kandal Stung children, the form of pornography to which they were first exposed was ’ ’

' ' : . that regardless of any feelings of shyness, they were sexually aroused—"have [sexual] mood”, “want to
books, which is not surprising given the lack of VCD players in rural villages and the extremely low price , , ’
imitate” and “cannot study”. A desire to “act out” sexual scripts learned from pornography is universally
of pornographic books. Sometimes pornographic books can be obtained for only 2, 000-3,000 riels (50-75 . |
considered one effect that pornography has on children. Critically, the messages sent by pornography are
US cents). Films (:Qnststuted the flrst exposure to pornography for 262 percent of the sample, while . -

that sexual activity is normal and risk free, and that sexual activity without responsibility is acceptable and

another 8.7 perc:eam; of ch;ldmn smcj their first expmure to porncgraphy was via both books and film |

desirable.
(Graph 4). It is not clear What ‘they meant by thls Emd tt may mdlcate that these respondents

misunderstood the question, or it may mﬁ:an ;ust; what they mdu:ated that thelr first exposure to

Interestingly, one female respondent indicated that pornography has more impact on girls than on'b’,c:zys;'
pornography was from both films and books at roughly the sama penod in their |IVES St

Possibly this is because of the transgressive nature of young women acknowledging their own sex

e

feelings. As Parker points out, “transgression” of the rules that define acceptable sexual practigé
14,5 Kavanagh, Protecting Children in Cyberspace (Springfield, VA: Behavioral Psychotherapy Center, 1997) pp. 58-59.
195 \/ B. Cline, Pornography's Effects on Adults and Children (New York: Morality in Media , 1990). p. t1.

80




case the cultural belief that young unmarried women do not have sexual desires, may be part of the
"ideology of the erotic" and may, thus, be highly erroticised.!% Interestingly, during face-to-face interviews,
one female respondent noted that boys give pornographic materials to their girlfriends (songsar) to arouse
their ardour. Possibly too, the fact that 10 percent of female respondents indicated that pornography was
of more interest to girls stems from the transgressive and highly eroticised nature that the act of viewing
pornography respresents to young women. Interesting’lyftoo, when young women were asked if they took
books to school to share, they said they dld not, but that’ if they had seen pornographic materials or read
pornographic stories (which constitute a significant part of pornographic works available in Cambodia),

then they teli the stories to their friends at school.

The survey asked respondents whether pornography was available in their communities, and only 28.2
percent of respondents indicated that they could access pornography there, while 71.8 percent of
respondents indicated that pornography was not available in the community. However, 47.6 percent of
respondents reported that they knew where to obtain pornography, while 51.5 percent indicated that
they did not know how to do so. Thus, responses here indicate a substantial amount of sharing of
pornographic materials, imported from outside the community, a fact that was verified during face-to-face
interviews. There was little difference between the sexes in whether they knew where to obtain
pornographic materials, 45.5 p’erc,ent_ofﬂboys’and 50 percent of girls indicatjng that they knew where to

do so.

During interviews, some respondents indicated that even if pornography was not available in their own
village, friends who went to Phnom Penh, some 30 km away, would bring materials back from the city.
During interviews, one |6-year-old male was asked, “Do some children feel knowledgeable about sex due
to their experience with pornography?” His comment was, “If they watch and read a lot, it means they
know a lot about sex”, suggesting not only that pornography constitutes a trade good for teenagers,'%” but
that possession of a store of pornography and the imputed knowledge about sex that this implies confers
on the possessor some status as a “man” of knowledge and, possibly, even of strength. This point, and
whether the possession of, or desire for such status, impels bbys to demonstrate their knowledge about

sex by forcing girls into unwanted sexual activity, warrants further investigation.

%, R.G. Parker, “Sexual Diversity, Cultural Analysis and AIDS Education in Brazil”, in G. Herdt and S. Lindenbaum
(eds) The Time of AIDS: Social Analysis, Theory, and Method. (Newbury Park: Sage, 1992) pp. 225-242. See also G.
Fordham, “Whisky, Women and Song: Men, Alcohol and AIDS in Northern Thailand”, Australian Journal of
Anthropology, Vol. 6/3 (1995).

97 See J. Collman, Fringe-Dwellers and Welfare: The Aboriginal Response to Bureaucracy (Brisbane: UQP,
1988) for an analagous point regarding the use of alcohol as a trade good in 1980s central Australia.
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The Social Impact of Pornography: Why it is an Issue of Major Significance for this WVC Project

Pornography and its social effects are of direct relevance to this WVC project because of its effects on the
behaviour of adult men and young people of both sexes. However, the point first needs to be made clear
that the pornography young people are viewing and the pornographic stories they are reading today are
not the risqué movies, pictures or stories of a generation ago. Both VCDs and pornographic books feature
extremely hard-core violent pornography.!% Works portraying group sex with several teenage couples,
various forms of forced sex tantamount to rape and violent sexual acts are all common. Overall, perhaps
the “ethos” of the several examples of pornography assessed by the consultant could be summarised by
saying that they feature sex as an'arena in which male sexual aggression is directed against female
bodies.!? None of the normal-human emotions that characterise sex, such as love, caring, tenderness and
so on, are depicted.!'0 Instead, in this arena the male sex organ and a range of oversized sex “toys” are
used as weapons against the female body. The stories (and the accompanying grainy photographic images)
in the pornographic books on sale in Cambodia are as violent and sexually abusive as the images portrayed

in VCDs, and allow full play to the individual imagination in a way that VCDs do not.

The effect of pornography, in summary, is to present both women and men in crude, simplistic and highly
misleading sexually focused stereotypes. Pornography objectifies women as insatiable sex machines, ready
to accommodate every possible sexual request. They have no personal sexual needs, and their role is
solely to please men. If they say “no”, this is just a token resistance legitimately overcome by force. In
pornography the typical woman is always ready and available. Men are portrayed as being solely concerned
with having sex with as many women as possible in as many ways as possible—regardless of issues of
consent or the use of force. Relationships, marriage and respect and mutual responsibility are totally

irrelevant, as are notions of fidelity to one’s spouse and sexual safety.

At its present stage of development, Cambodia has many pressing social problems, a great number of

which are associated with gender-based violence. These include domestic violence and marital rape, the

"% In practice, with video pornography in contemporary Cambodia, any distinction between hard-core and softore
pornography is irrelevant. Informants explained that purchasers normally buy video pornography solely by the
photograph on the front of the VCD packet. Because Thai, Chinese, Japanese and western films are labeled in Thata ,
Chinese, Japanese and English, the majority of Cambodian purchasers are unlikely to be able to read them. Mol .
as with ilicit software, the pornographic VCD in the pack does not always match the title on the cover-
result that purchasers are frequently misled and can easily find themselves viewing hard-core pomcxgraph
of their original intentions. Interview respondents suggested that purchasers of porncgmphy 5@
exciting” (thus hard-core) material

', The Teafund survey also found that pornography depicting women engaged in se:x with a
available at 25 percent of the outlets surveyed in Phnom Penh. -

"% Bolton, op. cit., pp. 285-314.
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rape of children by persons who themselves are minors, gang rape and other forms of forced sexual
activity (including coerced unprotected sex in the case of HIV discordant couples), the trafficking of
women and children and several other forms of violence. The fact that young Cambodian men and women
are exposed to pornography from the age of 12 and |3 years, while they are still schoolchildren (it is likely
that many children younger than this are exposed to pornography, but earlier age cohorts were not

included in the survey) should be viewed with the utmost alarm and made a priority for action.

As noted in Chapter One, research in other countries suggésts that the social effects of male exposure to
sexually violent pornography has a wide range of detrimental consequences for both men and women.
These include the development of callous attitudes towards rape, rape myth acceptance and the
acceptance of violence against women.!!! Additionally, research suggests that when women are exposed to
pornography that promotes the rape myth, they experience a significant decrease in self-esteem.!!2 |t
countries such as Cambodia, still recovering from the traumas of the past 30 years, and simultaneously
exposed to the impacts of globalised western culture, the impact of pornography is likely to be even more

detrimental.

Cambodian Men and Pornography
Recent research on the sexual practices of Cambodian men points out that they make a fundamental
distinction between alternative sexual practices and positions that they are able to experience in the

commercial sex sphere with Vietnamese prostitutes_(this is an ethnic stereotype that does not match the

reality, since_Cambodian prostitutes perform the same services) and what they complain is the plain and

unfulfilling sex which they have with their wives.!'? Such a distinction between marital and extramarital sex
is common in other south-east Asian cultures. For example, research among married men in Thailand
shows that sexual acts performed with the ethnic “other” are always veiled in an aura of heightened
eroticism, and that men conceptualise the domestic sphere of sex within marriage and the sphere of
commercial sex in the brothel or guesthouse as fundamentally distinct and possessing fundamentally

different erotic potentials.!'*

"' Norris, op. cit., pp. 67-76.

'12_Ibid. Norris claims that studies show that pornography has a greater negative effect on women than on men.

"3 Tarr, (2001), op. cit.; Ramage, op. cit.

"4 G. Fordham, “Anthropology and HIV/AIDS Research in Thailand: Drinking Rituals and the Construction of
Mascullmty ,in S. Toussaint and J. Taylor (eds.), Applied Anthropology in Australia (University of Western Australia
Press, 1999). pp. 88-110.
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It is likely that Cambodian men also conceptually distinguish between these spheres, andfthzi@i;h@y;QQ',‘ﬁé
by discriminating between the sex acts they consider appropriate to each. Indeed, one recent wor on
Cambodian male sexuality notes that at the same time as men complained about its unf,ulﬁ,lling,nai;u;',*éf;fgh@fy
simultaneously claimed that “normal position” sex was the only appropriate sex between a hUsband,ahéi
wife.!15 It is likely that this cultural value has developed as a result of young men learning about sex and
sexual scripts in the sphere of commercial sex and then, following marriage, feeling that they cannot
engage in similar (satisfying) sexual acts with their wives because this would be to treat them as if they
were prostitutes. In the time of AIDS, it is extraordinarily unfortunate that Cambodian sexual culture
should have developed in this direction. Also, these values and practices represent an extremely
dysfunctional cultural cul-de-sac as far as sexual relations within marriage are concerned—one (as is
pyointed out below) that leads to frustration and violence. Sex education programmes for youth might well
be developed into programm'es that focus on young married people, and which address the emotional and

physical needs of husbands and wives.

However, sexual scripts do change over time, and it appears that such changes are taking place in
contemporary Cambodia. Conducting research on male sexuality in early 1990s northern Thailand, this
consultant observed the gradual entry of Japanese, Thai and western video and print pornography into
quite remote northern villages. Like those of Cambodian men, the northern Thai male sexual scripts used
in the domestic sphere had been fairly conservative until that time, basically the Cambodian “normal
position” with slightly more variations available in the sphere of commercial sex. The viewing of video
pornography by young men exerted considerable strains on marital relationships as men who watched
illicit videos in friends’ houses or coffee shops went home and demanded similar forms of sex from their
highly conservative wives. There were countless cases of ai‘guments and domestic violence, and in mahy
cases marriyages broke up, due to wives being unwilling to accommodate a husband’s new desires—in

many cases desires that even prostitutes were unwilling to fulfil.

Just as the amount of drugs flowing into Cambodia from Thailand has increased in the past five ye

amount of pornography coming in seems also to have increased and to be more widely 'a\iailgkilﬁ
was onyly a few years ago.!!é¢ Both print and video porn are, as one /3-year-old malé'int”

out, “extremely cheap”. VCDs are now more portable and more easily hidden than the vic

the 1990s, and periodic government crackdowns on pornography have had litcla_"i'

"5, Ramage, op. it. G
16, Child Welfare Group/World Hope, op. cit, provides data about thex ac
Cambodla




Recent research conducted by Child Welfare Group and World Hope suggests a high level of exposure of
Cambodian men and youth to pornography.!!” Discussions with members of organisations providing care
to female victims of gender-based violence also suggest that the viewing/reading of pornography leads men
to experience dissatisfaction with their sex lives, and to their wanting more sex and/or different forms of
sexual experience with their wives. These informants claim that this is a significant causative factor in
marital violence.!'8 Recent scholarly research among Cambodian victims of marital rape also identifies
male watching of pornography and later demanding that wives perform the sexual acts seen in the
pornography as a major cause of gender-based violence.!!? Similarly, during interviews with village chiefs
and other community leaders in the research district, respondents repeatedly identified women'’s failure to
meet husband’s sexual desires—whether because of tiredness or for other reasons—as a cause of marital

violence.!20

Pornography, then, creates unreal (and unrealisable) expectations in men’s minds in regard to their sex
lives, the frequency of sexual activity and the acts performed, as well as in regard to responsibility and sex
and the role of wives in fulfilling men’s needs. It is not only a causative factor in marital violence but—given
the emphasis Cambodian men place on sexual performance as an indication of their masculinity—also
places meh under stress and leads them to place yet more significance on sex. In a closing of a vicious
circle, yet more pressure is exerted on wives for more sex and more varieties of sex, leading to more

instances of marital rape and GBV within marriage.

Cambodian Youth and Pornography

The use of pornography by Cambodian children and adolescents is of great concern, perhaps far greater
than in the case of adults. Working on masculinity issues and having made an intensive long-term study of
male sexual scripts in the Thai domestic and commercial sex arenas over thg past IS years, the consultant
had observed the increasing social impact of pornography as scripts in both VCDs and print pornography
gradually becan‘\emare,violyent, with portrayals of various forms of forced sex and rape, and as they
fnqved from relﬁtivg!y, simple sexual scenafios, involving cquplc«;s or implausible,solo acts with sex “toys” to

scenarios involving group sex and a range of sex tools seemingly directed at inflicting pain as much as

W7, Ibid.

'8, CWCC, PADV, op. cit. , ;

115 Sour Salan, “Marital Rape Among the Poor Women in the Slum of Urban Phnom Penh, Cambodia”, MA thesis,
Mahidol University, Bangkok, 2005.

' |nterestingly, no adults were aware of young people’s use of pornography, and although they often identified local
markets in adjoining towns as sources of pornography (in coffee shops and so on), they denied the presence of
pornography in their own villages. It is the perception of the consultant that respondents were not merely “covering
up” but that they genuinely were not aware of some of their children’s activities.
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pleasure. Unwanted pregnancy and abortion among students in secondary schools-and universities, as well
as among young female wage workers, has been a problem in Thailand for more than a decade.!?! In the
past these have generally been the result of monogamous relationships, in many cases the results of
inexperienced young women believing the promises of lovers who disappeared when they found their
girlfriends were pregnant. However, in the present day a new teenage sexual script has arisen. Replicating
the sexual scenarios depicted in the pornographic materials available in early 2000s Thailand, in a studied
defiance of all social norms, groups of male and female students hire a hotel room and, replete with food,
alcohol and other drugs, engage in group sex and various forms of unprotected sex that only a few years
ago would have been absolutely unthinkable. Importantly in terms of the point being made here, these are
not isolated acts but are part of a broader social pattern; an:indication of a major shift in Thai teenage
sexual culture. Over 2004-05, Thai language newspapers published several reports of school truancy
officers raiding dormitory and- hotel-rooms-to find ‘these teenage ‘orgies’. The electronic media have
addressed the issue on numerous occasions, and at least one popular and ,wE&f&zlyi available book is

purported to have been written by a participant.

There is substantial evidence that in Cambodia of the mid-2000s, in a manner analogous:to: the situation in
Thailand a few years ago, young people are being affected by pornography in ways which alter their sense
of self and gender identity, and cause their lives to be sexualised at increasingly early ages: The bulk of
research conducted over the decade of the 1990s in regard to young Cambodians’ sexual practices was
carried out in connection with HIV/AIDS or adolescent reproductive health issues. This work
demonstrated: that, regardless of older Cambodians’ memories in regard to “traditional” sexual behaviour
and notions of pre-marital chastity, in the present day there is considerable sexual activity among young
unmarried people of both sexes.!22 However; a more recent genre of early 2000s research has moved on
to addressing some other problems raised by young people’s sexual activity. Two problem sexual
behaviours stand out due to their horrific and violent nature and the absolute lack of care and empathy for
others that they indicate: gang rape'2? and the rape of extremely young prepubescent girls by boys who

themselves are often very young.'2* For example, a recent report by LICADHO gives examples of a seven-

12! Fordham (2005) op. cit.
'22. G. Fordham, Adolescent Reproductive Health in Cambodia: Status, Issues, Policies and Programs (Phnom Penh: Policy
Project, 2003). Chou Meng Tarr, “People in Cambodia Don’t Talk About Sex, They Simply Do It”, paper for
UNAIDS presentation, Phnom Penh, 30 August 1996; Tarr, (2001), op. cit; Tarr and Aggleton, op. cit.; D.J. Wilkingon
and G. Fletcher, Sweetheart Relationships in Phnom Penh: Love, Sex & Condoms in the Time of HIV (Phnom Penh: -
PSI, 2002). ;
'3 Bearup, op. cit.; Tong Soprach, Gang Rape: The Perspective of Moto-Taxi Drivers Across Cambodia (Phnon
CARE, 2004); Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, op. cit. B
' D. O’Connell, Rape and Indecent Assault in the Community, (Phnom Penh: LICADHO, 2001); LICADHO,
Paper (Phnom Penh, 2005) p. 6; Hicks op. cit., p. 14. Hicks notes that of all the rape cases investigated




year-old girl raped by a |3-year-old boy, an eight-year-old girl raped by a | 4-year-old, a four-year-old
raped by a |3-year-old—and the Khmer-language daily newspapers continue to provide similar
examples.!25 These cases are in no way isolated examples but part of a broader societal pattern.'2¢ Those
working closely with the victims of such rapes (and the victims of other forms of rape) draw a direct link
to easy access to pornography in a context of limited sex education, which has led to young boys and men

having unhealthy and highly erroneous views about sex, women and relationships with women.!?” One

highly respected and experienced Phnom Penh non-government organisation working with the victims of

rape and other forms of gender-based violence has argued that there is a strong causal relationship
between an increase in the number of video parlours showing pornographic material and an increase in

the incidence of rape.'?8

In summary, the pornographic materials that young Cambodians, both male and female, are exposed to
have the potential to cause them substantial harm. They impel young people to become sexually active
before the appropriate time, increase the risk that young boys will rape or sexually assault children and
girls as a form of sexual experimentation and increase the risk that young men will contract HIV/AIDS
from commercial sex workers. When boys are exposed to pornography at an early age, it is likely to cause
damaged and distorted emotional development such that as adults they may not be able to have a normal

and satisfactory sex life.

Concluding Comments

It has already been noted that pornography has the potential to cause a further decrease in young
Cambodian women’s self-esteem. However, one additional point should be made in regard to the impact
of pornography on young Cambodian women. Although girls are exposed to sex education via the social
studies curriculum in school and via the AIDS education activities of a range of non-government
organisations, many of these educational activities are rather theoretical. The result is, as many working in

this field pointed out during the research, that young Cambodian women have an extremely limited

2003, victims aged between |1 and I5 represented 38.3 percent of the total. She notes also that a number of victims
were not merely under || years old, but that in 2002 and 2003 respectively, in 6.4 percent and 8.7 percent of these
cases, the victims were less than five years old. ; 0 '

%5 Many of these, while reported in Khmer-language newspapers, are not reported in Phnom Penh’s daily English-
language newspaper, nor in the “Police Blotter” column of the local fortnightly English-language paper. See note 51
See also P.S. Hill and Heng Thay Ly: "Women are Silver, Women are Diamonds: Conflictihg Images of Women in the
Cambodian Print Media”, Reproductive Health Matters, Vol. 12/24 (2004) pp. 104-115. ,

% O'Connell, op.cit. =~

27 Hicks op. cit,, p. 17; LICADHO, op. cit.

8 Cambodian Women'’s Crisis Centre, Annual Report January-December 2002 (Phnom Penh: Carnbodian YWomen’s
Crisis Centre, 2002) p. 8. ' ‘
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practical understanding of sexuality and the mechanics of their own bodies. It is likely, too, that there is
operating here an additional process of “denial” or “forgetting” about things associated with sex, which Sik
Ying Ho and Ka Tat Tsang point out is engaged in by young girls as part of their socialisation when they
are raised in cultures where good girls are expected to be sexually inexperienced.'?? As a result, instead of
learning about the emotional and physical aspects of sexuality and male-female relationships from
authoritative sources, most young women rely for information on romantic movies, love stories in cheap
“penny dreadfuls” and popular magazines. These depict an overly romanticised, unrealistic and often highly

erroneous portrait of marriage and sexuality—a fantasy world.

Exposure to pornography during their teenage years exposes young women to another fantasy world,
albeit one much less pleasant. It teaches that the sexual scripts zms:i the violent and often highly perverted
sexual acts portrayed in pornography are normal sexual practices in normal imarmfmaf@ rels ﬁic’:’xﬁsﬁip& It is
clear that young women already have highly ambivalent attitudes towards 'mar?i’%igéz;Wﬁ%’hﬂﬁﬁkéﬁﬂ; M
marriage something to be feared or something to be looked forward to for most y&uﬂg‘wréﬁim’éﬁ'i?"ﬁ‘ one 16~
year-old girl put it like this: “They feel afraid, feel afraid and happy at the same time; afraid that may&@
their future husband will be violent and happy when they think that they will get married with agérxtié
man.” Interviews with agencies working with young women similarly suggest that the latter hold highly
ambivalent attitudes towards sexuality and marriage. The sexual scripts and sex acts portrayed in the

pornography found in contemporary Cambodia should not be the material from which young women

derive their expectations about sex and marital relations.

12 p_ Sik Ying Ho and A. Ka Tat Tsang, “The Things Girls Shouldn’t See: Relocating the Penis in Sex Education in
Hong Kong”, Sex Education, Yol. 2/1 (2002).




Chapter 6

Conclusion: Summary of Results and the Way Forward

Introduction

In order to show how this WVC research and intervention relate to earlier work on GBYV, this report
began by examining how a focus on domestic and later gender-based violence developed in the
international sphere over the past 25 years and in Cambodia over the past 15 years. Then, through a
systematic examination of earlier works on domestic and gender-based violence, it analysed the models
that have informed research and interventions in these areas in Cambodia over the past decade. The
report showed that approaches to violence in Cambodia initially focused on domestic violence, and were
primarily oriented to the collection of statistics to establish the magnitude of the problem, and to
providing medical care for abused women, as well as assisting them with divorce and separation matters.
From this point, work in the area developed a stronger rights-based approach, focusing on education
about women’s right not to be subject to GBV and on the need for male behavioural change. As the
report has shown, approaches to understanding male violence have been based on, and largely remain
mired in, a model of individual pathology—a focus on individual violent offenders—and have paid little

attention to the structural basis of violence.

Thus it has been shown that this research and the planned RGBV project in Kandal Stung really do break
new ground, in that they move from approaches grounded in individual pathology to approaches informed
by an understanding of how the broader social system impacts on individuals and how it influences (not
determines) their perceptions and actions. By looking at male violence and instead of focusing solely on
individual perpetrators whose “bad” and “violent” behaviour must be modified, this report examined the
cultural and structural dimensions of violence—issues such as masculinity and how this is influenced by
alcohol, pornography and factors such as changing gender roles and limited male employment in rural

areas. The issues that this report recommends be addressed by WVC—masculinity, alcohol use and the  '

use of pornography—are society-wide issues. However, addressing them even in a small wayjt
consciousness raising and reprogramming male behaviour has the potential to make majc’;r chang;
level of violence in Kandal Stung. Critically, it has been pointed out that addressing the strt
cultural basis of GBV does not preclude rights-based approaches, but rather facilitzrﬁé:’éth’% cre

communities in which rights-based approaches can be more fully realised.
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The report has argued that in the long term we need to know more about masculinity and the roots o '

male violence in Cambodia because there really has been very little researchfi,nto this',argg,béydr{;d’ ;
attempts to count and catalogue violent activity. As was argued in Chapters Two and Four, ’t_heiy,még’le‘,ls
used to understand the violence problem have a determining effect on how research is conductg’ad,’ho\’(‘v
the problem is portrayed and what form of interventions are recommended.'3® However, while many
agencies are coming to recognise this point, there is a countervailing tendency in some sectors due to an
inadvertent adoption of a zero sum approach. That is, some fear that adopting an approach that focuses
on men will take something away from women. This is not the case, just as structural violence
perspectives will not take something away from rights-based approaches. It will add essential knowledge to
the GBV equation that for the last |5 years has, quite bizarrely, been passed over and left out. It has to be
emphasised, once again, that we really know very little about Cambodian men, except in reports couched
in terms of social pathology, even though work on HIV/AIDS has provided some details about both male

and female identities.

Summary of Findings

Focusing on Kandal Stung district, this research has elicited new data about gender-based violence in

Cambodia—new both in respect to incidence and in terms of our understanding of the factors that are

significant in its causation and our understanding of indigenous perceptions of this form of violence,

It is likely that a major reason the project has succeed iﬁ this manner was the combination of qualitative
and quantitative approaches. To date most research about GBV in Cambodia has been either qualitative
interviews with the victims of violence or various forms of quantitative surveys conducted through “cold
knocking” on respondents’ doors. Those conducting the surveys selected their sampling frame and directly
approached respondents with highly personal questions about domestic violence in their village and their
household. Given the shame attached to domestic violence, all have been aware that this approach was

unlikely to elicit the true incidence, and most working in the field have been content to do sq,Withthg

implicit understanding, “There is much more violence out there than we can find”.

This WVC project, however, adopted an alternative approach. The researcher and his a

first conducted focus and discussion groups with a large number of respondents and we

district for several weeks prior to surveying. Thus, by the time surveys were condgﬁ;l‘:’ d, a

130 ¢ is likely that many persons who have worked on the issue of domestic violence o
Cambodia have had little awareness of the implications of the theoretical models that inf
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of respondents were comfortable with the researcher and neither clammed up” due
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researcher with WVC. Then, subsequent to the surveying, the researcher and his assistan
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returned to the research district for a subsequent three weeks of one-on-one interv

clarify focus group and survey data..
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xes in Kandal Stung experience a high level of violence

The research revealed that young people of both se
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from both school teachers and parents. Critically, the research showed that a higher percentage o

n than are fathers. Additionally, a high percentage of young

ggested that WVC programming

mothers are violent towards their childre

people viewed the violence inflicted upon them as legitimate. Thus it is su
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in Kandal Stung should not only address the level of violence inflicted upon children by both mothers an

i ights.
fathers, but that it work with children so that they have more than a theoretical knowledge of rights

inci in Kandal Stung.
The research also addressed rape, and the outcome revealed a very low incidence of rape in g
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The issue of who children thought should intervene in violent situations is of great significance; a majority

[ initi intervene in
of children suggested that relatives, followed by neighbours, should be the initial persons to
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“the good man” and “the good
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and moral support to these groups and that programmes such as
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of violence. The research suggested that the most severe acts of violence are generally recog

eventually responded to, but that “low level” violence such as the violence against children r y
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this survey was not recognised as violence by adult respondents in the village, althoug
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children’s rights and impairs their quality of life. Life skills materials may be of use in addressing thes

problems in future WVC village interventions.

92

During the course of this research, many interviews were conducted with both western and Cambodian
_agency leaders. It was clearly apparent that some of the western leaders were highly critical 'Qf;,,féxi,ﬁtiﬂg
Cambodian violence resolution systems and considered that one of the problems with the 5)’5,‘5@'7“5““‘73@
one of the symptoms of their failure—was that women found it too difficult to get a divorce in a male-
dominated administrative system. It was pointed out to this consultant that once the new domestic
violence legislation is passed, it will be much easier and quicker for women to divorce abusive husbands.
However, in respect to solving gender-based violence at the village level, a point made by both village
chiefs and commune chiefs, and by village violence volunteers as well as by some (ethnic) Cambodian
agency directors, was that in most cases of dispute resolution, women do not want to be divorced—due
mainly to social stigma and economic hardship, and also for the sake of their children—but that what they
do want is an end to gender-based violence in their family. Surtees in a 2003 paper makes this point 'highly
cogently when she notes that “anti-violence interventions that are feasible elsewhere may [my emphasis]
be inappropriate in Cambodia”.!3! She points out the need for interventions that work with local cultural
ways of doing things so that lasting changes are facilitated.3? Interpreting the fact that women stay in an
abusive relationship as an indication of their lack of agency, their lack of choice, may often be a total
misreading of the situation.!33 Similarly, to view existing systems of counselling and conciliation as failing
because they expose women to the risk of further violence in second and third “tries” at living with their
spouse and because they slow a divorce may, once again, be a misreading of the situation. It is suggested
that work by WVC at the village level might well focus on interventions that reinforce women’s choices
and, in cases where abused women elect to remain in their marital relationship, assist in making that
decision a safer one. Cambodia in past decades has experienced enough violence and social strife rooted
in retribution, and there are some good Buddhist values such as compassion and forgiveness (which are in

strong accord with Christian values) that might well be encouraged.

Outcome Two: Masculinity, Alcohol and Gender-Based Violence

The second major outcome of this research project was new knowledge in respect to masculinity. The

research unpacked the models that have underpinned existing research on Cambodian masculihf;

order to show how this WVC research takes a new structural approach. It then examined the
coping, alcohol use and masculinity, autonomy, the good man, thinking ahead and sexual
between notions of masculinity, alcohol use and violence is a major outcome. It has been

the association of alcohol use and violence warrants WVC working on an alcohol i

131 R, Surtees, “Negotiating Violence and Non-violence in Cambodian Marriages”, i aﬁﬁf
p. 34. !

2. See M. Hobart, Anthropological Critique of Development: The Growth of Ignorahcé (;Lsr‘;;x?’i
', Surtees, op. cit,, p. 39. s
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perhaps drawing on UNICEF resources to do so, in order to create an enabling environment in which a
rights-based approach to gender-based violence can be implemented more effectively. It has been
suggested that campaigns showing the shameful side of drunkenness should be highly effective because this
is a “well-known secret”. Talking about the physical ill effects of high consumption of alcohol should
reinforce this message. An additional model for the massaging of drinking patterns is to encourage men to

know how much they have drunk and to have them monitor and limit drinking for their health’s sake.

Discussions of coping and autonomy, the good man, thinking ahead and sexuality, all issues important in
men’s constitution of masculinity and ideas of self-worth, are all suggested areas where WHO' life skills
programmes might be used effectively to give men a greater understanding of the pressures on their lives
and identities from the outside world, and also give them a higher self-esteem and sense of personal
autonomy and self-worth. The aim of such programmes would be to decrease the occasions on which
men feel that their self is being threatened and the likelihood that they will resort to violence as a means
of constituting and protecting their masculine identity. It has also been suggested that anger control for

both men and women might be addressed in WVC programming.

The research paid some attention to masculine role models, and the overwhelming majority of
respondents replied in terms of characteristics of ideal men: men who were strong but not violént, who
could look after their family, who did not drink too much alcohol, whose behaviour did not spoil the
reputation of their family. Given these solid and culturally grounded notions about what good men are, it
is suggested that if work were to begin on building up and promoting a new character as a role model, this
be an entirely new character who embodies all the characteristics that children have pointed out as

admirable in a good man, a good parent and a good neighbour.

Outcome Three: Pornography and Masculine'(and Feminine) Scripts

The third ma;or outcome of the research is the fmdmg that both young boys and girls in Kandal Stung
district 'are' expc)sed to a high level of hnghly explicit and violent pornography in books and films on VCDs.

The analysrs suggested that this. harcl@m“ez pomagmphy and other pornography is causing a premature

sexualismg of chlld’ren s lives, and that it is teaching young men not only some very distasteful, violent and
abusive sexual scribts, but also that these are normal ways of being male and relating to women, both
sexually and in day-to-day life. It has been suggested that exposure to this denigrating material is likely to
have a detrimental impact on the self-image of young women, and also likely to have a major prejudicial
influence on their attitudes towards and expectations of marriage and sexual relations. An important

finding is that although the mean age at which children in the Kandal Stung sample encountered
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pornography was 13.2 years, this was an artefact of the sample, and many boys and girls encounter
pornography well before 12 years of age. This is important, because research in the international sphere
has suggested that when boys encounter pornography at a very young age, they are likely to bﬁ%
permanently damaged in respect to their sexuality and sense of self; they may be permanently con’diticméd
to be aroused through such material and may not be able to experience normal sexual satisfaction in Iat:ér“
life. As a result, their marital relationship is likely to be characterised by a high level of frustration and
possibly also by violence and sexual abuse. Thus it has been suggested that, as a matter of some urgency,
WVC programmes in Kandal Stung devote attention to the impact of both video and print-based porn on

the lives of young people.

A very significant outcome of the research about pornography is the link between pornography, sexual
violence and rape—rape within marriage, gang rape and, particularly, the rape of girl children by boys who
themselves are minors or even in early adolescence. Given the significance of this issue and the harm
caused in Cambodia by these forms of rape, it warrants immediate action through further highly focused
research and the development of a programme of intervention. The existing section of the peace-building

curriculum is unlikely to be adequate to the task.

Although donor interests or needs may require quantitative research to establish the magnitude of the
pornography problem in Cambodia as a whole, the bulk of research effort in this area should be
qualitative, aimed at establishing the impact of pornography, attitudes towards it and a more sophisticated
understanding of the relationship between pornography and sexual crime. Such research should, of course,

also focus on developing means for combating access to and the influence of pornography on young

people.
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Appendix |: The Survey Instrument

The English-language version of the survey appended in the following pages was five pages long. Translated
into Khmer, as set out on the page it comprised six pages. Filling in the survey took approximately half an

hour.




World Vision Cambodia Reducing Gender Based Violence Survey

(Kandal Stung Survey, surveying young people between the ages of 12 and" 18) k

Survey Number: .......

This survey is being conducted by World Vision so that we can understand more about the lives
of young people in your district. We would like to ask your point of view about some issues.

We will not ask your name, and all your answers are confidential and we will not tell your
answers to any parents, teachers or any other person.

Involved with World Vision peace building programme or not? yes ] no [J
Personal Data o .

|. Are you a boy or a girl? Male [ Female O

2. How old are you? 1

3. What is your religion? ....... i eese it .
4. If you are at school what grade are you in? ' ]

5. If you have finished school what was your highest grade completed? O

School Experience of Violence

6. Have you seen or heard of a boy being beaten by their teacher ? O
7. How often does this happen in your school?

Never [ Occasionally ] Often [ Every day O

8 Do you think beating a boy is
Always right O Sometimes right O Sometimes wrong O Always wrong O

9. Have you seen or heard of a girl being beaten by their teacher? O

9. How often does this happen in your school?
Never [ Occasionally O Often [ Every day O]

10. Do you think beating a girl is ’ ‘
Always right O Sometimes right 1 Sometimes wrong O Always wrong
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Il. When should a teacher beat a boy child? a) relative J b) neighbour ] c) police ] d) village chief [ e) religious

a) When the child is disobedient yes O no [ leader [] f) other.............
b) When the child is lazy yes N o L1 18. And afterwards, who can help the boy?
’ ' a) relative [ b) neighbour ] c) police ] d) village chief O e) religious
¢) When the child is late yes D no D leader D - f)other.............
d) When the child is disruptive yes ] no L1 19. Have you seen or heard of a parent beating a girl child in your community?  yes O
no [
e) When the child is not clever yes | no [1 : ; : , '
20. How often do parents beat their daughters in your community?
Never L[] Occasionally 0  often O Every day L]
12. When shoul.d a teacher beat a girl child? D 21. Do you think beating a girl child is:
2) When the child is disobedient yes no D Always right D  Sometimes right L] Sometimes wrong ] ‘Always wrong 1
b) When the child is lazy yes ] ne” [ 22. Should someone stop the beating?  yes m no [
' ?
¢) When the child s late yes O o E] 23. Who should that person be!
' : a) relative O b) neighbour ] c) police O d) village chief O e) religious
d) When the child is disruptive yes | no L[] leader [] f) other............. '
irl?
e) When the child is not clever yes ] o [ 24. And afterwaErds, who can help the girl?
a) relative O b) neighbour L] c) police 1 d) village chief W e) religious
leader [] f) other.............
Home Experience of Violence

25. After parents have beaten their children, who should help the parent understand that their
actions are wrong!

a) relative Cd b) neighbour 1 c) police ] d) village chief O e) religidus
leader [ f) other.............

I3. Have you seen or heard of a parent beating a boy child in your community? yes [

no [

[4. How often do parents beat their sons in your community?
Never [] ~ Occasionally ] Often [ Every day O

26. How can they help?

I5. Do you think beating a boy child is:

Always right [J Sometimes right ] Sometimes wrong 1 Always wrong | 27. Have you ever been bullied? yes O o O

16. Should someone stop the beating? - .
P ating yes L o [ 28. Have you ever been beaten by your teacher?  yes 1 no .

[7. Who should that person be?
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29. Have you ever been beaten by your mother?  yes O no [

30 Have you ever been beaten by your father ? yes ] no [

Sexual Abuse

31. Have you seen or heard of girls being raped in your community? yes O O

32. How frequently does the rape of girl children happen in your community?
Never [] Occasionally [ Often [ Every day 1

33. What happens to girl children after they have been raped?

34. Who can help a girl after she has been raped? . o s e ,
a) relative d b) neighbour O c) police d d) village chief ] e) religious
leader [ f) other............. o '

35. How can they best help?

36. Can a girl who has been raped get married?  yes 1 no
Explain
37. Have you seen or heard of boys being raped in your Community? yes Cd

no [

38. How frequently does the rape of boy children happen in your community?
‘Never E] ‘Occasionally ! - Often O ~ Every day 1

39. What happens to boy children after they have been raped?

o s o

40. Who can help a boy after he has been raped?
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a) relative O] b) neighbour Cd c) police O d) village chief O e) ,,rélfi'gi"c:mﬁx
leader [ f) other.............

41. How can they best help?

42. Can a boy who has been raped get married?  yes O no [
Explain:

43. Have you ever been raped? O no L-.I

Details:

44 In your opinion, how serious are these types of violence?

a) teachers beating girl children
Extremely serious Cd Very serious L] Fairly serious O Not serious []

b) teachers beating boy children )
Extremely serious O Very serious d Fairly serious O Not serious []

c) parents beating girl children
Extremely serious O Very serious ] Fairly serious d Not serious []

d) parents beating boy children
Extremely serious ] Very serious ] Fairly serious 1 Not serious []

e) the rape of girl children
Extremely serious | Very serious O Fairly serious Cd Not serious []

f) the rape of boy children

Extremely serious O Very serious [ Fairly serious ] Not serious []

Exposure to Pornography
45 Have you ever seen:

a) a pornographic book O b) a pornographic film Ll

46 How old were you when you saw your first example of pornography-----e«—w%méw




Was it a book or a film (or both)?  book | fim [

47 What effect does pornography have on you when you see or read it?

47.1s pornography of most interest to: " a) gfrls ] b) boys d

48. What effect does pornography have on:  a) girls

50. Is pornography available in your community? yes ] n,o |

51. Where "
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