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Program Notes

In the late summer of 1782 Mozart decided to marry Constanze Weber,
and as a vow to their coming marriage promised her a “Great” Mass
which would showcase her beautiful soprano voice. In the coming
months Mozart began to compose some of the most grand, dramatic, and
expressive music of his entire life.

During the composition of the “Great” Mass in C minor, Mozart was at
a sort of personal crossroads. Not only was he soon to be married, has
was soon to be a father; his first child Raimund was to be born in June.
In addition he was evolving as a musician—his youthful style was giving
way to mature forms and ideas; he was intently studying music of the
baroque, particularly its intricate counterpoint and fugal forms; and,
finally exploring melody, chromaticism, and a harmonic language that
would serve him until the end of his too short life.

Mozart had finished the torso of the Mass, a dramatic Kyrie and exu-
berant Gloria, the opening two sections of the Credo through the sublime
Et incarnatus est, and finally the Sanctus and Benedictus. In addition,
Mozart made brief sketches of the final movement, Agnus Dei, but the
sketches existed oniy on scrap paper, not full score. In August of 1783,
Mozart’s son died, and Mozart abandoned the project. What was left in
the wake of his grief was a grand and radiant incomplete Mass.

Music scholar Robert D. Levin set about to complete the Mass, much
like Siissmayr had done for Mozart’s other famous unfinished Requiem.
He borrowed from other Mozart compositions, particularly Davide
Penitente KV 469, a later work from 1785 which was modeled after music
from the “Great” Mass. Orchestration was completed throughout the
existing music, and new composition or arranging was done to complete
the Credo and Agnus Dei. The completed Mass was premiered in Janu-
ary of 2005 in Carnegie Hall, conducted by Helmut Rilling.

(Kyrie, Gloria, Gratias), operatic showcase to his wife Constanze
(Kyrie, Laudamus te, Domine, Et incarnatus), personal struggle with
historic counterpoint (Cum Sancto), forward thinking chromaticism
(Gratias, Qui tollis), and personal statement of love to his wife and son
(Et incarnatus). Finally, listen for the music Mozart did not set and
imagine what might have been.

Dr. Geoftrey Boers, March 2006
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Combined Choirs & Symphony Orchestra
Dr. Geoffrey Boers, conductor

MASS IN C MINOR, KV 427 .....covvinivenrennns WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

Completed by Robert D. Levin

® Newly composed by Levin using
musical fragments by Mozart
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(1756-1791)
& Expanded or re-orchestrated by
Levin based on other works by Mozart
Kyrie

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

. Gloria

Glory to God in the highest and peace
to God’s people on earth.

. Laudamus te

We worship you, we praise you, we bless, and we adore you.

. Gratias

We give thanks to you for your great glory.

. Domine Deus

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father.
Lord God, Lamb of God.

. Qui tollis

You take away the sins of the world. Have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father.
Receive our prayer.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Most High,
Jesu Christe/Cum Sancto Spiritu

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Credo

[ believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and our salvation he came down from heaven:

Et incarnatus est

And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man,

Crucifixus

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;

Et resurrexit

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father,; and he will come again, with glory, to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

Et in Spiritum Sanctum

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

Et unam sanctam

And [ believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church;
[ acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
[ look for the resurrection of the dead,

Et vitam venturi
And the life of the world to come. Amen.
Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

n"'_’\j 17. Benedictus

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

i :l ® 18. Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

@ 19. Dona nobis pacem

Grant us peace.
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Doctoral Choral Conducting Recital: Living Waters
Jason Anderson, conductor

Works by Buxtehude, Hallock, Chatman, and others
St. Thomas Episcopal Church

8398 NE 12th St « Medina, WA « FREE!

Voice Division Recital
Bach arias and other Baroque delights!
Brechemin Auditorium « $5

Faculty Recital: Juliana Rambaldi, soprano
Meany Theater * $15/$10

Senior Recital: Laura Cervinsky, soprano
Brechemin Auditorium « FREE!

Le nozze di Figaro

Sung in Italian with English surtitles

Meany Theater « $20/$15

Repeats May 19 at 7:30 p.m., May 21 at 3:00 p.m.

University Chorale: War & Peace
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Dr. Geoffrey Boers, conductor
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University Singers, Women's Chorus &

Recital Choir: Pictures of the Northwest
Vignettes in song, word and art evoking
the spirit of the Northwest.

Meany Theater « $10
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