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Combined Choirs 

, Lj Lauda per la Nativita del Signore ... .. .7.:-3..~ .~.9.......... 0ttorino Respighi 

Laud to the Nativity (sung in Italian) (1 879- 1936) 

Angel: Elainna Lewis 

Mary: Tova Dodge 


The Shepherd: William Carpenter 


Jan Wergin, Ann Kjerulf,jlute 

Dylan Kost, oboe 


Jennifer Gookin, English Horn 

Chris Harshmann, Emily Robertson, bassoon 


Kandis Griff, Laura Haney, piano 

Jacob Winkler, triangle 


Lauds or laude were popular songs of devotion which flourished in Italy from the 
thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries. Literally, praise songs, these non-liturgical 
forms became one of the founding elements of seventeenth-century oratorio. 

This evening's program is a series of lauds inasmuch as the songs comprising 
the first half are songs of praise of the various icons of the Christmas season. 
From Gorecki's haunting neo-orthodox Totus TULls to Walton's rustic old Eng­
lish carols to newly composed carols added to the canon of the season, each 
motet and carol through its own language serves the function of a modern "laud." 
Conversely, Respighi's oratorio, Laud to the Nativity, is perhaps best heard as a 
series of carols, or scenes, depicting the timeless story of the nativity. 

Ottorino Respighi is well-known for his orchestral tone poems The Pines of 
Rome, and The Fountains of Rome, with their rich color and timbres. In addi­
tion, Respighi is responsible for much scholarly research and compositional use 
of musical materials from the Italian Renaissnace and Baroque. Lauda per fa 
Nativita del Signore (Laud to the Nativity), composed in 1930, Respighi ' s only 



sacred choral work, is full of his characteristic color and neo renaissance style. 
The oratorio is a setting of a text by Jacopone di Todi (of Stabat Mater fame). 
Set in archaic Italian, it is a simple dramatization of the Nativity through the 
eyes of three characters: an angel, who announces the birth of the Christ-child, a 
shepherd, who leads his companions to observe the baby in the stable, and Mary, 
who sings a tender cradle song and, later, songs of devotion with the shepherds. 
Respigbi achieves a rustic color througb the use of wind accompaniment, adding 
piano and triangle for the fioal song of the angels. 

G6recki, Totus Tuus 

Mary, Mary! 

Entirely thine am I, Mary. 

Mother of our Redemption, 

Virgin of God, holy Virgin, 

Mother of the world's Salvation. 

Entirely thine am I, Mary! 


Villette, Hymne aLa Vierge 

o fairest virgin Mary, 

Your soul finds the perfect love in God. 

He clothes you with the !!lant!e of grac~, 


Like a bride adorned with her jewels. 

Alleluia. I will sing your priase, Lord, 

For you have cared for me, 

For you have wrapped me in the veil of purity. 


You were born before the hills were made, 
o wisdom of God, gate of salvation 

Happy is the man who follows in your footsteps. 

Who makes his heart ready for the voice of your counsels. 

Alleluia. I will sing your praise, Lord, 

For you created me before the day, 

For you created me to proceed the bubbling of the streams. 


Before the stars were made, you were there, 

Mother of God, in the heights of heaven; 

When God decreed the boundaries of the world, 

You shared his heart and were with him in his work. 

o fairest virgin Mary. 

Geoffray, FilZe de ton Fils 

Virgin Mother, daughter of your high and humble son 
More than any other creature, object of eternal predestination 
You are the one who has elevated human nature 
such that your creator did not distain to develop his creation. 

In your womb love was illuminated 

Of which the warmth of eternal peace was made to spring up 

The Rose from heaven. 

You are for us the flaming spring of love 

and among mortals you are the loving fountain of hope. 


Lady you are so great and powerful that he who beseeches 

you for grace without reprieve fonns a desire that would fly without wings. 

Your blessing not only brings help to the one who asks it, 

but often before request. 

In you is mercy, in you is pity, in you is magnificence 

In you is united all of the bounteous creation. 


Respighi , Lauda per La Nativiui deL Signore 

Tbe Angel 
Shepherds, you who watch 
your flocks as they graze here, 
lift up your eyes, 
for I am the Angel of the eternal 

mansion. 
I bring you a message, 
the joyful news 
that little Jesus has been born, 
the son of God, sent for your 

salvation. 

Chorus (Angels) 
As a sign of this, 
in a humble stable the poor baby 

was born, 
and he does not mind 

lying between the ox and the ass. 

His mother, very poorly clad, 

has laid him in the manger. 

His cover is only hay, 

so low has he descended. 


Tbe Angel 

Shepherds, you who watch, etc. 


Cborus (Angels) 

As a sign of this, etc. 


Shepberd 
Lord, you have descended 
from heaven to earth, as the Angel 

says, 
and our hearts bum 
to find you in that humble stable; 

let us find it, 
so that we may see you clothed in 

human flesh. 

The Shepberds at tbe Manger 
Well, here is the little stable, 
and we see in it the poor baby. 
The blessed Virgin 
has neither food nor clothes in 

which to swaddle him, 
Joseph cannot help her, 
for he is old and feeble. 
He gets used to poverty, 
he who, though Lord, seems to have 
nothing. 

Sbepherd 

Lord, you have descended, etc. 


Mary 
o sweet and darling son of mine, 

you were born of me so poor! 

Joseph the old man, 

who is your guardian, has fallen 


asleep here. 
My son, perfect joy 
I felt at your birth! 
As I hugged you, 
I did not care about poverty, 
for you gave me so much sweetness 
with your eternal joy. 
o tender little son! 



Chorus 
o fountain of all bounty, 
to such poverty you have stooped. 

Mary 
My son, I gave birth to youl 
In such poverty I see you born! 

Chorus 

Take our cloaks . .. 


Mary 

You are the infinite God, 

who for the human race has become 

flesh: 
As I have no swaddling clothes 
I will wrap you in my own dress, 
o poor little son of mine, 
the promise of your blessed father. 

Chorus 
o holy Mother, 

do not be repelled, 0 holy Mother, 

by these poor garments, 

worn in our work with the flocks in 


the fields. 
w·rap your son iii then-I, 
so that his pure flesh will not smell 

of hay. 

Chorus (Angels) 
Glory, praise and honor to you, 
Omnipotent Lord of heaven. 

Shepherds 
Lord, since you have deigned 
to be born today in such poverty, 
give light to all people 
and no one will be ungrateful for 

such a gift. 
(to Mary) 
Joyful will we leave 
if we can touch him for a moment. 
This favor we ask of you, 
we who are ony shepherds, 
only simple shepherds. 

Mary 
I want to comfort you, 
so you may retum joyful to your 

nocks, 

for it is now disposed 

that the servant be redeemed. 


Cborus 

Glory, praise and honor to you. 

Glory to you, 0 omnipotent Lord 


of heaven. 
Ah, Glory! Glory ! Glory! 
Glory to God in heaven 
and on earth peace to men of good 

will. 
To a guilty world 
you have given yoruself, 
not out of duty, 
but only for your pleasure. 
We praise you, Lord, 
and glorify your majesty . . . 

The Angel 

Glory to God in heaven . Ah! 


Cborus 

... and glorify your majesty. 

Glory to God in heaven, 

and on earth peace to men of good 


will. 

Mary 
To God the father I am bound 
to give honor and glory for ever, 
as I am the mother 
of his son, who is the eternal God. 
And such is the sublime joy 
of kissing and hugging so dear a 

son, 
more beautiful than any lily, 
that I cannot control my heart. 
I feel a new joy 
and all reborn 
I thrill with fervor! 

Chorus 

Amen, amen, amen! 


The Angel 

Yes, now the Savior is born! 


Chorus 

Amen, amen! 
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