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SUBJÊC=: REPORT ON ALLEGED MASSACRE

1. C-ENTIRETEXT

2. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO RËLEASE PORTIONS OF
THIS REPORT AS APPROPRIATE.

3. SUIÍMARY: EMBASSY INVESitGATtoN oF REPORTED MASSACRE AT
ËL MOZOTE INCLUDING VISIT TO THE AREA BYASSISTANT DATT AND
EMBOFF CONCLUDES FOLLOWNG: ALTHOUGH I ts NoT poSStBLE
TO PROVE OR ÊISPROVE EXCÊSSE$ OF VIOLËNGE AGA NST THE
CIVILIAN POPULATION OF EL MOZOTË BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS, IT
IS CERTAIN THAT THÉ GUERRILLA FORCES VI+IO ESTABLISHED
DEFENSIVE POSITIONS IN EL MOZOTE D D NOTHING TO REMOVE
THEM FRoM THE PATH oF BATTLE t¡llttl0H THEY I¡JERE AWARE WAS
COMING AND HAD PRCPARED FOR. NOR IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THAT
THOSE I/IIIC REMAINED ATTEMPTED TO LEAVE. OIVILIANS DID DIE
DURING OPERATION RãSCATE BUT NO EVIDENCE COULD BE FO{JNO TO
CONFIRM THAT GOVERNMENT FORCES $YSTEß'ATICALLV MASSACRED C]VILIANS
;N THE OPERATION ZONE. NOR THAT THE NUMBER oF CIVILIAN$ KILLFD
EVEN REMOTELY APPROAÊHED NUMBER BEING CITED IN OTHER RËPORTS
clRcuLATlNG ¡NTERNATIONALLY 1/\,E ARE sTllL pURSUtNG euEsiloN As ro
WfIICf.{ ARMY UNITS IJ\IERE PRESENT IN EL MOZOTE.END SUMMARY.
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3. THE SETTING: MORAZAN DEPARTfuIENT
fuIORAZåN, LOCATED iN NORTHEASTERN EL SALVADOR. IS A SPARCELY

POPULATED MOUNTAINOU$ DEPARTII/IENT ÕF SMALL Tov\NS AND WDELY
SCATTERED COMMUNITIËS OF SUB$IÊTENCE FARMERS TODAY THE DE_
DËPAR.IIIENT fS IN A STATE OF WAR. I,IOST oF THE OOUNTRY$IDE Is
GUERR|LLA DOMINATED. GOV=RNMENT FORCES MAINTAIN POSTS IN
SAN FRANCISCO GOTERA, THE DEFARTMENTAL CAPI-.A1, AND ABOUT
A DOZEN SMALL TO\¡NS, MOST OF THEM STRUNG ALONG THE NORTH.SOJTH
HIGHWAY T IAT RUNS THROUGH THE DEPARMENT. IN MO$T TOìANS,
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THE CIVILIAN POPULATION CONSISTS LARGELY OF FAMILIES DISP¡.ACED
FROM THEIR S[rArL PLOTS lN THE COUNTRYSIDE BY THE WAR. THEY
OCCUPY HOUSËS OF FORMER TOWN DWELLERS. !\IFIC IN TURN HAVE FLED
TI{E VIOLENCE FOR THE RELATIVE SAFETY OF THE LARGER CITIES.
MILITARY PRESENOE IN THE DEPARTMENT CONSISTS OF THE 6TH INFAI,]TRY
tsRIGADE, LÔCATED IN THE DEPARTMENTAL CAPITAL, WTH STUIALL

DETACHMENTS ROUGHLY EQUALLY DIVIDËD BETWEEN SEGURITY FORCES
AND CIVIL DEFENSE POSTED :N'HE SMALL TOI/\,I.¡G.

EL MOZOTÊ ls A TYFICAL RURAL CANTON (COMMU\ITY) LOCATED
APPROXTMATELY 25 KI-OMETERS NORTH OF THE DEFARTMENTAL CAFITAL.
ACCESSIBLE BY ¡IRT ROAD, IT CONTISTS OFA SMALLCLUSTER OF
BUILDINGS, INCLU)ING A CHAPEL A\ID A S-ÕRE, SURROUNDED BY
SCATTERED SINGLE FAMILY ADOBE HOUSES. rrñANY HAVE FIED THE
VIÔLENCE IN THE AREA IN RECENÏ YEARS, ANDTHE FOPULATION OF
EL MOZOTE AT THE T.ME OF THE DËCMEÊËR ÔPERATIÕN WAS ESTIMATED
AT NO MORE THAN 3OO, PRIÍI/IARILY CAMPESIONS (SUBSISTENCE FARMERS).
RELIGIOUS INFLUENCES IN T.{E AREA HAVE BEEN ì/VEAK FOR SEVEqAL
YEARS, BUT BOTH CATHO-ICS AND EVANGELISTS LIVËD IN LL MO¿O fE.

EL MOZOTE IS IN THE HEART OF GUERRILLA TERRITORY AND ITS
INHAEITANTS HAVE SPENT MOST OF THE PAST THREE YEAR$ WLLINGLY
OR UNWILLINGLY COOPERATING WTH INSURGENTS GOVERNMENT FORCES
HAVE NOT BËEN POSTÊD IN EL MOZOTE SINÇEAUGUST 1961. CON-
SEOUENTLY GUERRILLAS HAVE BEEN FRÊË TO ESTAÊLISH THÊMSÊLVES
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IN THE AREA

4. OPERATION RESCATE ANÛ EL MCIZOTE
R=GULAR GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE MOUNTED FERIODIC OPERATIONS

.N MORAZAN TO DECREASE INFLUENCE ÕF INSURGENT ELEMENTS AND TO
ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISI"I A DEGREE OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL IN CON.
TESTED AREAS. COMBINED ARMY UNITS,INCLUDING THE ATLACATL
BATTALION, CONDUCTED SUCH AN O¡ERATION. CALLED OPERATION RESCATE
IN CENTRAL MOR,AZÁN FROM DECEMBER 6 THROUGH DECEMBER 17, 1981.
THE SFECIFIO DEPLÔYMENT OF FORCES IS UNKNO\¡N ATTHIS TIME

Tl-lE DECEMBËR MTLITARY oPËRATION UTILIZÊÞ A BLOCK FORCE
STRETCHED FROM EAST TO IA/ESTABOUT 30 KILÔMETERS NORTH OF
EL MOZOTE MANEUVERING UNITS IAERE SENT NORTH FROM THE DE.
PARTMENTAL CAPITAL, SV\'EEPING TI.lE TERRITORY BETIAEEN THEM AND
THE BLOCKING FORCES, GUERRILLAS HAD KNOV1N ABOUTTHIS
OPERATION SINCE AT LEAST NOVEMBER 15, AND HAD MOBILIZED
THEIR FORCE$, INCLUDING CIVI-IAN SUPPORTERS TO HARRASS
GÔVERNMENT TRÕÖPS V1,#I'LE WTHDRAWING LARGË NUMBËRS FROM THE
OPERATION ZONE

BOTH GUERRILLAS AND CIVILIANS I/VERE DRESENT THERE V\l.lEN
GôVERNMENT FORCES APPROACHED ËL MOZOTE FROM TrlÊ SÕUTH DURING
MID.OPËRATION ON ABOUT DECEMBER 11. ATTATKING TROOPS ENCOUNTERED
STIFF GUËRRILI-A RESISTENCE FROM A TRENCH L]NE SOUTH OF THE
SETTLEMENT. FIGHTING THERE LA$:ED ABOUî FOUR HOURS UNTIL
TRCOPS I/ì/ERE ABLE TO PENETRATE THE LINË WITH gOMM RÊ.COILLËSS
RIFLE FIRE. SOLDIERS THEN MOVED FORWARD INTO THE SETTLÊMENT
W.IERE THEV AGAIN CAME UNDEER FIRE AND TOOK CASUALTIES.

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-06480 Doc No C058?7318 Date: CB/25/2015



ZOl7iO4i28 l6:27:s3 6 i11
UNCLASSIFÍ ED U.S. Þepartmenl of State Case No. F-2015-06480 Doc No. C05827318 Date 08/25/2015

FIGHTINS CONTINUED AND THE TWON WAS PARTIALLY DÉSTROYED
CIVILIANS REMAINING IN ANY PART OF THE CANTON COULD I.IAVE

BEEN SUBJECT TO INJURYAS A RtrSULT OF THE COMBAT.
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AN AMRY COMPANY IÀII-IICH DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE
OPERATION RELIEVED TRÕOPS I¡{ EL MOZOTE ON DECEMBER 19
AN3 RËMAINED THERE UNTIL GUERRILLAS OVERRAN THEM AND RE.TOOK
EL MOZOTE ON DECEMBER 29 KILLING THEM AND TAKING PRISONERS. ÏHE
CANTON REMAINS IN INSURGENT HANDS TODAY.

5. DISPLACED PERSONS FROM THE OPERATION ZONE
THOUSANDS OF REFUGEES HAVE CONGREGATED IN THE TOVIJhIS

MAKING UP THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION EVERYI I.ERE EXCEPT FOR
PËRQUIN AND SAN FRANCISCO GOTERA THOUSANDS OF DISPLACED
PERSONS UNABLE TO RETURN TO THEIR HÔMES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
HAVE OVERV\¡IIELMED THE CAPACITY CF THESE TOWNS AND SUPPORT THEM
AND HAVE MÔVED EN MASSE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS SEARCHING FOR
SEMI-PERMANENT REFUGE,

AN UNDETERMINED NUMBER OF REFUGEES FROM EL MOZO:E ARE
LOCATED IN THE TOì/VI\IS OF SAN I-RANCISCO GOTERA, PEROUIN AND
JOCOAITIQUE. IN JOCOAISE, AN AGED COUPLE ìi\II-IO LEFT EL
MOZOTE DURING THE ATTACK. SPOKE FRANKLY OF THEIR EXPERIENCE.
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ACCORDING TÔ THEM, GUERRILLAS HAD TOLD THEÍU TO LEAVE I]'{ EARLY
DECEMEER BECAUSE THEY \¡I'ERE SO OLD. BUT THEY DID NOT WANTTO
BECAUSE THEY HAD SPENT THEIR v1,l-IOLE L¡VES THERE ANO HAD NEVER
BEEN OUTSIDE THE COMfuIUNITY, TI...E¡R ADOBE HOUSE LOCATED TO
THE SOUTH OF THÉ MAIN SETTLEMENT WAS DãSTROYED BY ARTILLERY
BOMBARDMENT, PROBABLY ON THE hIORNING OF DECEMBER 11. BYTHE
TIMF THEY REACHED THE MAIN CLUSTER OF HOUSES LATER IN THE
CÔNFIDENTIAL
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DAY THE FIGHTING HAD 
=NDED 

AND SOLOIÊRS WERE IN CONTRO-.
T-IEY CLAIMED THEY SAWDOZËNS OF BODIES. SÕLDIËRS DID NOT
MOLEST THEM, ANO THE NEXT DAY THEY WALKED EIGHT KILOI\IETERS
TO TAKE REFUGE IN JOCOAITIOUE,

THE MAYER OF JOCOATIAUE INTIMATED THAT HE KNEWOF
VIOLENT FIGHTING IN ËL MOZOTE AND OTHER NEARBY CANTONES
AT THAT -|IME AS MANY AS A THOUSAND TEOPLE TOOK REFUGE UNDER
MILITARY PRÕTEÇTION IN THE TOI/\iN Wl-IERE ALMOST ALL OF THE 3,500 IN-
HABITANTS ARE REFUGEES FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE. HE WAS UNWILLING TO
DISCUSS COMPORTMENT ÕF GOVERNh¡ENT FORCES SAYING, "THIS IS SOMETHING
ONE SHOULD TALK ABOUT iN ANOTHER TIME, IN ANOTHER ÇOUNTRY."

ONE CF THE FEW PRIESTS REMAING ]N NORTH IVIORAZAN,
TRAVELS FREELYALONG THE MAIN ROAD BUT STATED HE IS UNWLLING
TO GO TIjROUGH GUERRILL.A TERRITORY TO REAÇII THE SMALL SETTLE-
MENTS OFF THE ROAD. ACCORDING TO THË PRIEST, EL MÕZOTE AND
SURROUNDING CANTONS HAVE BEEN POLITICIZED BY THE LEFT FOR
SEVERAL YEARS AND PROVIDE A WLLING SUPPORT BASE T{E AGREED
\¡NTH THE MAYOR OF JOCOAITIOUE THAT MANY OF THE REFLGEES IN
THAT TOìi\iN WERE FROM GUERRILLA FAMILIES.

DISPLACED CAMPESONO FAMIL Es FROM THE CAN-;ONES OF
ARAMBALA, TIERRA COLORADA, AND GUACAMAYA TO THE NORTH AND
SOUTH OF EL i/llOZOTE ACKIIOWLEÞGED THAT THEY LEFT THESE AREAS
FOR THE TOWNS IN EARLY DECËIriIBER TO AVOID THE IMPENDING
OPERATION. OR 1N LATE DECEMBER TO AVOID THE IIVIPËNDING
GUERR I LLA COUNTEROFFEN SIVE.

6, ATTACK ON JOCOAIT:ûUE
IN LATE DECEMBER, FCLLOVVING OPERATION RESCATE, INSURGENTS

LAUNCHED A COUNTER OFFENSIVE WHICH SUCCESSFULLY D]SPLACED
GÔVÊRNI/IENTTROOPS FAST OF THF NORTI.I-SOUTH HIGHWAY FROM THE
RIO SAPO NEAR THE TOIA/N.I OF OSICALA NORTH TO ARAMBALA.

IN THE EARLY MORNING OF JANUARY 12 GUERRILLAS BEGAN TÖ
FIRE ON THE TOWN OF JOCOAITIÕUE trROM THE SURROUNDING f ILL-
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SIDES, THEY MOVED IN AND CONTINUED FIRING ON ÍHE SMALL
NATIONAL GUARD AND CIVIL Dff_fNSE POSITIONS IN AND AROUND
TTIE TOIAN UNT]L THE DEFENDERS RAN OUT OF AMMUNIT|ON. GUERRILLAS
MOVED OLICKLY INTO THE TOIA¡N. KILLING FOUR NATIONAL GUARDSMEN
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AND T\,\,ENTY SËVEN OTHER INHABITAT\TS. PRIMARILY CIVIL DEFENSE
ÁND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS. SOME OF THE LATTER DID NOT DIE
DURING THE ASSAULT ON THE TOV\N BUT \,IJERE SHOTAFTER BEING
CAPTURED. TWO WOMEN AND FOUR OHlLDREN IA,ERE WOUNDËD DURING
THE FIGHTING. THE INSURGENTS TTTK TVIJENTY FIVE CAPTIVES AND
KEPT THEM FOR EIG|'{T DAYS BEFORE RELEAS NG THEM. DURING THE oc-
TUFATI ON. THREE JOURNALISTS, INCLUDING AN AMERICAN ÀflALE AND FÊTTALÊ
ALLEGEDLY ACCÔMPANIED GUERR II. I".AS IN JOCOATIQUE.

GUERIULI.JS HELD THE TOVI/N FOR SIX ]AYS UNTIL GCVERNMENT
TRCOPS ARRIVED ON Tl.lE 18TH. AT iftrttlCH TIME THEY WTTHDREW tNTo
THE HILLS WTHOiJT A FIGHT" UPÔN DEPARTING, THEY TOOK WTh
TI-IEM ALL OF THE TYPEWRITERS AND MEDICINES IN THE TOìAN, ALgO
REfuIOVING TI.IE TOWN HALL REGISTRIES LISTING THE NAMES OF ALL
THE INHABITANTS OF SURROUNDING CANTONES THEY DlD NOT HARM
ÏHE TO\AJN¡SPEOPI.E IN ANY O:THER WAY. SEVERAL REFUGEE FAMILIES
V1ENT WTH THEIR HUSBANDS WTIEN THE GROUP DËPARTED ON THE 18TH
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THE TO\IVhI IS CURRENTLY SURROUNDED BY GUERRITLAS. SOLDIERS
REMAIN IN THE TOVItl{ OR IN NEARBY FORTIFIED POSJTIÔNS. PEOFLE
ARE UNABLE TO LEAVE TÕ *ËND CROPS THËRE IS INADEÖUATE FOOO,
AND NO MEDICINES. THE MAYOR OF TFE TO\¡iN SAID GUERRILLAS SPARED
HIS LIFE ONLY BËCAUSE HE ASKED THEM TO KILL HIS SEVEN
CHILDREN FIRST HE IS DOING HI$ BEÊTTC MAINTAIN PÔLITICAL
NFI.JTRALITY. AS SOON AS SOLDIERS DEPART, GJËRRILLAS V\¡I-L
RETURN HE STATED THAT 'IIS IllAJf}R PROBLEM IS ìII/HAT TO DO
ABOUT "ATI OF THE W|DÔWS AND THE'R CHILDRËN."

7. CONCLUSION
J MORAZAN IS A WAR-R,AVAGED DEPARTMENT AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCTION IS SEVERELY DISRUPTED, LARGE AREAS ARE ÉNTIRELY
ABANDONED, TOI/IJNS CONSIST LAË{GËLY OF REFUGEËS AND THOUSANDS
HAVE DIED AT ÏHE HANÞS OF BOTH GUERRILLAS AND THE MILITARY.
l\fo$T CIVILIANS ATTEMPT T0 MAINTA|N A TENUoUS I\EUTRALI y.
wlTH THE GOVERNMENT coNTRorLlNG THE Tv\¡oNs AND TH= GUERRTLLA$
DoMINA-lNG THE couNTRY$lDE, SMALL c;A$l-tEs ARE DAtLy occuRRENcEs,
AND LARGER CONFRONTATIONS A CONSTANT PO$SIEILITY

EXÇEPT FOR BRIEF PERIOD IN DECEMBER \MIEN IT WAS OCCUPIËD
BY GOVERNMENT FORCES, EL MOZOTE HAS BEEN IN GUERRILLA HANO
CONÏINUOUSLY SINCE AUGUST I98I, THE INIIABITANT$ I/\JERE CER-
ÏAI N LY PASSI VE AN D PROBABLY ACTIVE GU E RRI i.I.A SUPPORTE RS
THRCUGHOUT THE GUERRILLA DOM NATED OOU\ITRYSIDE. CIVIL IANS
REMAINING IN EL II4OZOTE DI,RING THE ATTACK FOUND THÊMSELVES
CONFIDEMTIAL
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SUBJECTED TO COMBAT. ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVE OR
DISPROVE EXCESSES OF VIOLENCE AGAINST THE CIViLIAN POPULATION
oF Ë, MOZOTE BY GÕVERNMEi\T TROOPS, tT fS CERTATN THAT -HE
GUERRILLA FORCES ìfUI-IO ESTABLISHED DEFENSIVE POSITIoNS IN EL
MOZOTE DID NOTHING TO REMOVE THÊfVI FROM THE PATH OF BATTLE
VUI-IICH THEY VVERE AWARE WAS CÖMING AND HAD PREPARED FOR NOR IÊ
THERE ANY EVIDENCE THAT THOSE llFIÖ REIvIAINED ATTEMPTED To LEAVE.

CIVILIAN$ ÐII DIE DUR1NG THË OPERATION RËSCATE, BUT NO
EVIDËNCE COULD BË FOUND TO COÌ\'F|RM THAT GOVERNMENT FORCES
SYSTEMATICALLY I,IASSACREÐ CIVILIANS IN THE OPËRATION ZONE.
AS MANYAS CNÊ THOUSAND VCLUNTARILY DEPARTED FRÔM THE CANTONES
TO SEEK RELATIVE SAFETY IN THE TVVONS PRIOR TO THE OFERATION.

F¡LE RFVIEW lNDlcATEs RADIo vÊNcËREMos FTRST tssuED RFpoRT
oF l\,lASsAcREs oN DECEMBER 27, CLAIM|NG 1s2 HAD D|ED tN Et MozorE. oN
JAUNARY 2 IT REPÕRTED 472I¡IERE MASSACRED. ON JANUARY ?.7 TIIE
WASHINGTON POS] R=PORTED THAT THE NUM3ER "IN AND AROUNO"
EL MOZOTE WAS 7OO. A DAY ¡ITER THE NEWYORK TIMES REPORTED 482.
BOTI- US PRESS ACCOUNTS REPORT SEEING UNSPEGIFIED "DOZEI\S OF BODIES'
IN THRÊ= DESTRTVÊD $TRUÇTURES IN THE SETTLEMENT AND A PILE OF TEN
TO FOURTEEN BODIES NEARBY, NOTHING NEAR TI-IE TOTAL NUMBERS CLAIMED.
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IT IS ESTIMATED THAT NO MCRE TI{AN 3OO PEOPE VI,ERE IN THE
ENTIRE CANTON FRIOR TO DECEMEER 1S8,1. NAMES OF ''VICTIMS" SUB.
SEOUENTLY RËPORTED IN THE U.S. PRESS AND CIRCULATED WIDELY IN
EUROPE MAY YIIELL HAVE BEEN EXTRACTS IN I/VFIOLE OR PART FROM THE CIVIL
REGISTRIES FOR THE AREA STOLEN FRÔM JOCOAITQUE BY SUEVERSIVËS.

8. SCURCES
CIVILIAN AUTHÔRITIES, CHURCH OFFICIALS RELIEF WORKERS,

AND SOCÕRRO JURIDICO REPRESENTATIVES WERE UNABLE TO PROVIDE
FIRST-HAND II.iFORMATION ON EL MOZOTE

INTERNATIONAL RED ÖROSS DELËGATES IN CHARGE OF RELIEF
TO D]SPLACED PFRSONS NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCÕ GOTERA WERE
UNABLE OR UNWILLINC TO DISCU$S THE SUBJECT, DEFERR|Nc tt{STEAD
CONFID=NTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE 03 SAN SA 00773 03 0F 03 3121402

TO SUPER|ORS IN GENËVA. THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS IS THE
ONLY RELIEF AGENCY PERIvIITIED TO MOVE FREELY IN MQRATAN DE-
PARTMENT, MAKING 1/I/EEKLY TRIPS WITH RELIEF SUPPLIES TO THE
TOWNS ON THE NOR-H-SOUTH ROAD AND IN OTHER AREAS. DELEGAîES
MIGHÏ BE ABLE TO PROVIDE MORE ACCURATE IN=ORIIATION ON MASSACRES
iN EL MOZOTE AND OTHER CANTONS DUR¡NG THE MID.DECEi/]BER OPERATION

EM8OFF AND ASSISTANT D=FENSE ATTACHE VISITED LOCATIÕNS
THROUGIIOUT fuIORAZAN ON JANLARY 30. INTERVIEWNG 1NHABITANTS
AND OESERVING CTNDITIONS IN Tþ..E AREA. THEY CONDUCTED INTER.
VIEV\IS WTH REFUGEES FROM EL MOZOTE AND NEARBY CANTCNES IN
SA\¡ FRANCISCO GOTERA, JÖCÕAiTIQUE, AND PERQUIN. DAO IS
ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE WHICH ARMY UNITS VVERE FRESENT IN
EL MOZOTE DURING AND AFTER THE OPÊRATION.
HINTON
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