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For more " ' its
or more than a decade Cambodia has failed to honor its obligations to prevent and pumsh the use of
torture, and strong action is needed

o to tackle the widespread practice, according to LICADHO.

et Wt

odia ratified the UN Convention Against Torture in 1992 but has
Early this year, the government also signed on

Camb

failed to properly implement it.
to an additional international human rights treaty, the

tional P ' baly "
Op rotocol to the Convention Aganst Torture, which contajns further obligations to prevent torture

13 willing to sign on to international conventions but does

o _ L not entorce them,
which is meamngless,” said Kek Galahru. “What 15 needed i not more pledges and promises, but real action

stations and prisons.

In ine with the recommendations made to Cambodia by

the UN Committee Apainst T -
LICADHO advocates: 1 samst lorture m 2003,
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was made 1n the presence of a judge or lawver.

*-i-;—:i;-ﬂ:-:u 4 et

o '_'A tt::»tal Df 191 pnscm mmates mteme:wed by LICADHD@ m ’7’006 repcmrted that they weré tér“rured xu‘hr |
otherwise abused while in police custody after their arrests. From January to April 2007, 49 prisoners
reported torture in police custody. These figures are almost certainly lower than the real level of torture,

”bf;cause LICADHO’s interviews are usually not private and pnscmers may be afraid to talk about tortu,rc 111
- front of prison guards. L 'T |
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Police torturers are rarely prosecuted and, if they are taken to court, usually receive extremely weak

sentences. In 1995, a Prey Veng military policeman spent only four months in prison for beating a 13-year-

for torturing two schoolchildren received suspended three-month prison sentences. In Prey Veng, three

pohicemen charged with m]uutary mans]aughter for the death of a man in police custody mn 2001 have — six

years later — yet to be brought to trial.

o glty police chief Heng Peo, who at the time had fled the country and made serious allegations against
 government officials.

y . . .
The fact is that this prosecution has not been followed Dy similar strong action in other cases of torture

commutied by police officers,” said Kek Galabru. “If the authorities were really serious about stopping

police torture, we would see other investigations and prosecutions {00.”

June 26 — which marks the day that the UN Convention Agamnst Torture came into force in 1987 — is

commemorated each year as International Day in Support of Vietims of Torture. The day is designed to

promote support tor torture survivors and the eradication of torture worldwide.

F or more mfurmatmu, cnntact
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