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Ii was.neither extrcerdinary ner surprising wnen Thakin Nu,
thet fuithful hireling of aAngle-American Impericlism, lzunehed his
se called peace-within-ene-year plén on the 19th of July I949.

PBACE — how sweet,hew plecsant § Oh,what = glerious e.use |
Is it not fer this that the entire human rece has been clameuring

- and fighting fer ¢

Even then, nobedy w.s foeled by this'pecese-czall' of the creh
hypecrite. The peeple of Burme knew him enly teo well te be swept
off their feet by his euphefmism, Hls werds had never to de xXkk
enything with his deeds.Did he net write a beok en jcrxism and

~elaimed himself te be a fzithful Merxist ? And did he net pay holj
~&age to NMAXE Neo. 10, vewning Street ?Did he not preach nutienal-
isatien 2nd lend reforms that ene end all might hear ? At the sume

time, did he net ecrush the peeople umder the heavy burden of the
Thekin pu - Attlee agreement ? Did he net quete 1Lenin while passing
Billsin his®toy-shop¥perlicment ? After this, did he not retire %o
his office'chumbers te erder his troops te sheot down tne sturving

workers and pewsants ?

After all, it wes «n eld, eld story. The very phrase, “within-
ene-yeur#, in itself was « repititien eof the slogen used by tne
XR AFPFL in 1947. In those duys the slogen was JEXx “Independence-
within-ene-yeart, 1% was a beld premise, a during chullenge cnd

"hew it wes carried out | Wnat an achievement ! What cn 1§depondence

it was ! what =z fiasco !

Therefere, when Thekin Nu, with & sly wink, introduced his
"peace-within-one-year plen®, there was a knewing smile zmongst hir
band of assassins while the people spat with deep hatred.

The people of purma knew even from the very start thct it wa
one of his demugogie stunts zgain and thaet his "plan",though it

eall of the Pezce-loving camp of the world led by the greut Savldt

Union.
Il
The very first step Thekin Nu teoock wes to mi-sucre the

»

- was euphemisticclly necmed, had nothing in common with the resoundung
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The very first step Thikin nu took wus te messucre the pelitiewl

priseners in the Rengoon Jail.

what o coinéidence it wes that it musti hzppen, when Thukin.nnts-
PezcedPlen wes adepted by the Government, that the juil cutnorities
distributed rotten mezt to its inmutes, and the latter asked that
it :hey':be changed. The just request ef the detenus was lent only a
deaf ear se = demonstratiasn was unaveidebly staged. Here was the
cehence thiet the reectioniry gevernment had been weiting fer; rettea
me.t hud served well «s a bait.

The government, in full conformity with the "pezce-within-one-
yecryPlun,geve orders that thks"eutrugeeus breach ef.discipline" be
immediately checked., The erders were carried eut te the letter anmd
while this ruthless massaere was going en, the jail-erehestrz was
made te play a neisy tune se that the people eutside might net hear.
the eries of the vietims. . 2

BHundreds of detenus — workers, pecsant, students, elerks and.

other‘patriotic elements were severely wounded while eight of them
lost their lives, .

This is, but %o nontion, just a semple of Thakim Nu's "Pecse- .
Progrzmmen, Just ene of the st0ps he teook to attain, what he ealled
"peace". He concentraiod much mere on the rural sides where an epen |
armed struggle had dared te challengo him end there, whelescle
murders were staged.Pcasants,wh. had the gutts to elaim that the tz-xs
trﬁit; of labeur belenged te hé:-, were labelled as "Reds", lined

up and mewed dewn under mashine gun~fire, The Fascist soldiers ram
~amek, burning, plundering, reping and esusing endless hcves. Smoke

tewered sky-high und eries spread in all directions as villages writb-%
ed in agony under the iren heels of the se~czlled ynion-armies. Im s {
the wake of these fuscist seldiers, the landlords,uswrers and b - 2
erats invaded the villages with open peckets and epen handcuffsfﬂigc
peasants were expected te fill up eilther ene or the sther,
Moreceover, the reaetion;ry c¢licue undcrstoed that i1f thexxy

pepulur armed uprising was te be crushed, ll pregressive thoeughts
REXExiEE and pregressive persens must be tetally eliminzted. Hence,
it was found thet it wes of absolute necessity ¥ not only te tie up
the hands and legs of the people but alse te c¢lose their eyes umd
ears ¢s well. The pregressive press was choked te death:;all other
demoeratic rights .  the people (whet little they h.a) were emtirely

denied. Instead,z series of repressive .cts were put into force demyd |

ing the people any chunee so much wz to rcise a finger cgoinst tb {
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against their faseist regime,

It was upperent that, whetever name he might affix te his pla
Thakin Nu's sele cim was to EXEMXEXXREXX stop and repel the onrushing
tide of the peeple's revelution which embraged all the oppressed
e¢lasses in Burma:- the workers,peasants,atﬁdents,seldiar:,teachors,
elerks,merchants, engineers and in seme places, even pelicemen!This
being a life and deauth struggle fer the Prime Minister of Burma, it
wds ne wender that he threw in everything he had inte this cempaign;
he even udmitted that his bringing over of the sacred Buddhist
relics frem Ceylon was part of the "peuce-within-one-year plenn,

It was, and it is still, very amusinﬁagasllxx observe this
betruyer of the Burmese people take great xL£fxxXx to win ever the
pieué hearts. He grumbled new and again that he hated this werldly
life and weuld,semeday, emter the holy priesthecd. It had been seme-
thing when uttered once, but the song, being repeated very often Mmxx
became a stale Jjoke,so that, whenever he chanted this tune, even the |
most devout Buddhist weuld burst outylaughing — (but of course, lxtl:f
after observing ihat no seceret pelise was areund), fhakin Nuts |
declarction, that he would take to priestheod mixx after the eblplo-'y
tien of his "peaco-plani, missed not enly the bulls-eye but the
entire target as well. . E

As wes his plen, Thekin Nu, guided by the British uilitary
Experts and fully ce-eperated fy the Keren Nationul Defence Qrganis- |
atien (KNDO), sent his troops frushing hezdlong te open up the Rangoox
-Mendelay and the Rangeon-prome lines., |

If he had saptioned his programnelas an offensive agzainst the ;.
pepuler armed struggled of the peeple, he might have been given seme
amount of eredit fer his frankmess, but the course of events preved
that it was definitely net Pezce thet his assault meant te achiewe.
The people of Burma ceuld not help remembering an instenee in whicl
a spekesmen eof Thakin Nu's Armed Ferces Radle anneunce, rather
uawisely ;=

"Peeple of Burma | We are your soms ! Just tell us that yeu
waent pesce, even if it means eating rice with nothing but salt |
Say that and we shell vanquish the insurgcnts!“

Yes, that was the kind of ¥ "pPecce” that Thekin Nu and his
band ceul effer, a "Pecce" that was all theirs. Baxxxx Tetal sub-

mission te their rule. QOpen surrender te the Anglo-Americcm explei.

tation. To give sweat and blood that PFuedalism must thrive., star-
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must thrive., Starvetion and want, Tears and dewth ...

Ne, the people of Burma was net carried away by the euphemism
ofthis sinister secheme.BX A different slegan rang out all ever Burm:a
freom Myitkyina te Tcvey, from Myehaung to Pyinmauzi;"Let the gums rear
EX3TXFUCXLALAXEXIZX  untill the safety of eur future is assured. T&o
fight fer eur liberatien is the fight fer Werld Peacel”

And the peeple defended. They defendud,to the best of their
ability, ageinst the pritish-Imperialist-equipped heardes of Thakin
nﬁ. The defenders might be behind rifles er EEiim inside tanks; er

they might evem be barcfisted, but their faith, that in the emd, the

people must win, wastyhzogggt and unshcken,

The well=equipped enemy took tewn after town on. X its mad rush
and the réactionary press czrried nevs in beld headlines.They beasted
hew ene tewn afier anether was teken frem the "Reds".The Radgoen
Radio'was ringing eut news with practiced enthusiasm.XxEm theugh they
ceuld net held vital pesitiens in the rural sides they even suceceeded
in seizing sino villages and scw te it that the scerched-earth pelicy
wes put inte practice befere they retresated after a few days.

Thakin mu expeected that 'Tictorics" and “glerieus news frem the
front“ would meke the peeple roJoicc, but he found that hia great
iﬁii&iﬁi&iﬁi XEx® hod MIXsEdxIhExBgakX proved short-sighited. kKvem his
ewn renk end file fulled to feel Jubilamt amnd preud because ome znd
all knew tully woll that Chiang Kal-shek's $cking ef Yemanm weas simply
being given a repoat performance en the Burmu-stage.After =11, it was
an eut-ef-date dance te a primitive tune. Nething was new. The peeple
today,stand confident and knew that as Chiang hes fallem Thakin Nu
will suraly mect his fate.

S foéethgr with the military effemsive, Thekin mu plamned peliticc
meneevres, With full co-eperatien and help ef his besses,the British
Inperiélisté, he brought buck under his banner,mest eof the se-called
Kewthulay ferees(KNDO).These forces,which hed played « lcadimg rele in
trying to create o cemmunucl war between the Burmese =nd the Karens(se
as to hélt the revolutienury upsurgi) surrenccred te the Gevermment,
enly to be equipped once cgain with better ains cnd larger cmeunt of
emmunitiens,+that they may be -ble te defend themselves agecinst the
Reds." Mecnwhile ‘many revelutiena&%rﬁguths, finding thetxlk they had
bezn tricked with this KNDQO ruse ccme ever to tne Peeple's Demecratiec
Frent and pledged that they would fight thfhgqszgsgozﬁf.fﬂgt ff:ﬁg
quislings se that Imperialism ¢nd~Fuedalism could be entirely wiped

eut freom Burma,
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the KNDO/s,while they had been on tine prewl,nad cuused ne xixixy

little damege,énd zltheugh the Peeple!s Demecraiic Frent of Burme
was able te steer the peeple out of a2 communal war, the public had
learnt te hate the Kewthulay forces frem the very depths ef their
hearts. Therefore, when Thikin Nu,declaring that the KNDQ"rebelliomn
wes suppressed, teck baek a large number of these xaéthulay ferces
under the"motherly wings ef the Unien" and went 9 far as te arm 8 J
them to the teeth again, even an undecisiveglement discovered the true
colour of the puppet reactienary AFPFL gevernment. |

There wus anether stunt that Thakin Nu pleyed. In erdcr te
disrupt the unity of the revelutionary foreces, he tried te win ever
the vaccilating leadership of the People's Volunteers Qrganisatienm,
& nmember of the Peeple's Democratic Front, He sueceded — that was,
as far as winning iver & number of persens was cencerned. Hewever,
his mein intemtien te disrupt the unity of the revelutienary fereces
proeved a faillure. Instead he feund that he had dene the PDF a good
turn by extraetimg frem it the germs that had hinderdd the healthy ..
growth of the United Frent and the victery of the peeple. By %hisl
blundér, he had divided the Peeple'!s Velumnteer Organisatienm inte
twe czmps, the reactienmary greup switching ever te his side and the
pregressive seectien remacining within the renks of the PDF, i i s

Cleared, thanks te Thukim Nu, ef the undesirable reactionury
lezders of the Peeple's Velunteer (rganisation, the PDF wes able te
convene a suscessful sonfereme in Merch, this year. One of the
impertent reselutions pessed at this ecenferenee was the setting up
of a single united army under a single eemmand. This reselutien
erganised the various armed forces, which, altheugh they were lonbofs‘
ef the PDF hed been fighting under different Headquarters, imte a
singze army of the peeple. The estzblishment of a xxzzlxxx-;x single
‘united army fighting under the direst command of the PDF Headquarters
ncc peem a leng cherished desire of the peeple, se that, IWEM upen
‘heering thefhews of this , all rejeiced and teok it for guaramteed
that half the ecountereoffensive against the mad enrush of Thukin Nuts
bendit treeps was wen. Bt

Therefers, under such «n atmesphere, tewurds the close of h&e—
ene-year-plean,’ waen Theklin Nu snd eempany c¢lapped their hends, throw
“up their ¢aps and denced in glee, XKREYXfuuREXERXEXIReYXxWEXm:aillxalsme
becsting ecbeut the eapture of pPreme, they feund tnet they were all
alene, So they had te czlm dewn in an crtifiecisal dignified manner ,
while Thekin hu reperted en the I9th July, this year, that 95§ eof his
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that 954 of his "pesceW-within-ene-year plan has been achieved. He
added very ezautieusly that ihe remaining 54 weuld take muech more
time te accemplish than that was taken fer the 95. It was & very wezak
repert even if he tried te sereem the failure of his quest, but
after all, te err ¥¥°Thekin Nu. He had committed o flasce emce again
learning a bitter lessen thet XiE a peeple's revelutien eould net
be crusgid within se shert a time and with se lew~dewn a trick. Amd—
Re has still te learn that the Burmese peeple's struggle for matienal ?
liberatien, peeple's democracy and a lasting pezee ceuld never be E

defeated but would emerge viecterieus in the end.

III
Whet hes Thakin Nu gained by his Fxax PWOY effensive ? A
balance sheet, if he dares te draw ene,weuld preove thct he had lest.

fhere is ne deubt abeut the faet that he has re-eaptured a
number of tewns and was able te open up the Rangoon-jcndalay and ‘
the Rengoen~Prome lines. What he zetually needed was a thereugh kxaffi
traffie ruaning oen these lines, but at present, even after fifteenm |
moenths frem the date his plan was launched, he ceuld berely have a
minimum quantity ef cemmunieatien service.ie has taken the breken-up
reads amd rallways,lesing a great number of men, arms snd smmunitioams.
Whatever efforts he makes te epen up any means ef eemmunicatiens ars
alweys feiled by the peeplet!s guerillas, whe had just sideestepped
ene or twe miles east er west 4f the reads while the bandit ferces
had been charging.

Pelitically, he had gained absolutely nething, Instead,he founc ,
that the revelutionary ferces became much more strenger.

Even while Thakin nu's ferces were wildly penetrating inte the
liberated arezs of Burma, the peusants xExE ealmly strengthened their
erganisatien and bettercd their fighting abilities.The All Liberczted
Areas Cenference of the ABTUC (All Burmu Trades Union (engress) was
senvecned. Even werkers frem Rangoen eressed ever to the liberated
areas and attengd tgo sonference zs guests en behclf of their fellew-
werkers in the city. '

Furthermere, in march 1950, the PDF held & conference which
wes able te eenselidate the unity of the Front.A Unified Lund Referm
Scheme was xixpiEx zccepted by its member ergcnisctiens, while ether
impertent ergamnisstioncl and zdministrative reselutiens were ulse
adopted xxak smeething eut many technicel differences that nud ;!‘{ar

existed . ithin the runks.This cenference strengthened the ties of
the revolutioncry fereces and gave & reseunding .nswer te Thekin Nu

I
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te Thikin nu thet RIxtBXxxkx his blaeck acgie te disrupt the unity
of the revelutionury ferces was utterly futile.

Leaving aside the liberatea areas of purma where the numes of
the reactienary clique were eurses in themselves,one could excmine
the attitude &f the peeple in the nen-liberuted areas,even at the
¢leose of the one-year-plan, to find 'uttgglggpg%%r%t s%gt rulers of
purma. It would be well wortn while te study the twe bye—elections
held recently in akyzb umd in a censtituency ef Rangoon. These
elections were not mere cempetitiens between eandidates but preved
te be a battle between Thakin Nu's AFPFL and the peeple. While
studying these elections it should alse be berne in mind that these
constituencies in discussien hed never even been visited by the
peeple!s armed ferces,

In Rangeon, Thakin hu's Eaxmdidak® AFPFL eandidate was returned,
but what a scere it was!Ministers and ex-ministers, efficers and =
usurers, landlerds and ceuncillers = all members of the AFPFL —
labeured zll eut te held the prestige of thelr erganisatien, and ef
course, for the security ef their seats.Hewever, frem the results
it could eazsily be feund eut that the peeple, let alome veting for
shnirxgrganizakiaznx them, did net care in the least fer the emtire
election itself.They did net have Xham smy faith er wpARISESEE im the
system; they have lest all econfidence in the structure ef thenUnien
of Burman,Qut ef a number of 49526 elesters enly 5725 easted.Tera-up
veting slips were alse found in the ballet bexes. The AFPFL eandidate
claimed 4326 vetes.It was a fight between kkExEfp¥xy Thekin Nu's
AFPFL and the peeple, in which, the latter wen }

In Aky.b the electien was interesting beczuse the peeple there
took a differemt stumd amd wented te ge threugh with it, They wanted
to shew, by means of thils Dbye-electien hew much they despised the
AFPFL. 4

The AFPFL camdidate im Akyab was ehallenged by ene U Kyaw Mim, ™
ex-IndianyCivilyservice.The latter was by ne means a faveurite of K
the peeple as he had merely been a bureaucrat, whe had served the
British Imperialists mueh mere than he did fer his ewn ceuntry. He
was a stooge of Imperialism and a member of the landlerd-ecapitalist
class.xlix Most of the peeple hed net even seen him and a whisper had
been geing around that he might be an agent of the British warmenmgers
trying te create anether cemmunal wer, this time. between the Burmese
and the Arckanese, g

tter exY™

Hewever, the peeple were determined.What dees it me
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it matter anyway vhether & steoge or &« Rireling 1is slected. after
all, when the PDF liberates AKyab, the entire system, on which this ;
"Toy-shep Parlisment" stands will crumble te dust. Just to show :
what they theught ef Thakin nu and his AFPFL, the peeple threctened
te elect U Kyaw Min. "k

The AFPFL wes frightemed beyend c1l weTds. Excitedly,they rush-
ed te save the day; the entire mechinery of the ergznisatien was let
leoase an behalf of their ecandidute. They sent the Regional putonomy
Commissien meking a great fuss abeut thenrintegrity of the stuten,
The Suprintendent ef the Cettage Industry was zlse sheved inte the
bargwin, heping they might be uble te bribs the peeple of :kyab,zma
spekaxaffEzkisnxknliyxaban They wlse used threat, demanding whet
& single nemr~party member could de in perliament, iiinisters visited
AKy.b and speke "cffectiemctely" ¥ with a lot of people. On the menu
the speciality wis & Muslim minister seat there to win the Muslim
votes, Amd, last but net least, the prince of the shew cume — the
Prime minister, fhukim Nu himself, in persen. On the morrow of his
érrij;;,_this demzgog fed 108 phengyis (Buddhist priests) ot
Pyelonchanthe phayagyi. His lecture was attended by many and fer &
moment the AFPFL people thought that the fish was in the net.xskmxil
Agtually,‘the Akyabites were simply displayimng their spertsmen-
spirit. They elapped as Thekin Nu raved, they reszd whatever pamphlet
wes given te them. They were even nice eneugh te tolerate with the
emplifiers which disturbed their work in the day «nd wrecked their
slgep in the night.

Then the people went to 3he polls. Appreximately 75 g easted X
their vetes amd § Kyaw min claimed 2806 vetes while the AFPFL
eé.ndidate received as low as 166, The humeur of the Akyzbite wes
remaerkable beccuse en the palling day the AFPFL meter-cars and truck:
were carrying mere then 1600 vetersy

Beth these election results,though the different attitudes tak-
en by the respective slecterates mey be cerrect ¥L or net, proved
bevever, that the peeple had last all faith in Thekin Nu and XREXFPIY
the AFPFL. Incidentally these elections took plaee when Thakinyuu's
,ilitary a nd pelitiecal effensive against the pepular armed struggle

was"complot#od" - at a time when the reactienary e¢lique was heast-
ing that vicfcry was theirs, But, even the people in the nen~liberszt-
ed areas taught them that victery was, as it ever shall be, with the

peopia and for the peeple.
IronizxIxfarxPhakiaxNuxRRaughXIEXNxE, xERE
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Wey back on the 28th Mcrech IS48, as seon as Thekin Nu attaeckec
the Communist Party of Burma amnd other democratic ergunisatiems, th:
peeple had teken up the challenge with arms. In the past 31 memths

the hereic peeple of Burme had foﬁght‘valiantly ard had alse
accomplished grect achievements in their effortc te crush Imperiul-
ism, momopely czpitalism and Feudalism. Frem the very beginning
they understoed that their fight fer matienal liberatien was the
fight fer werld peace; that the rezd they must take wes the onme
teken by the Peace~leving eamp of the werld led by the great geviet
Unien. WA :

Se, when the FirstiPeace Congress was held, the dove flew x
streight frem paris and prague right inte Burma.pémphlets,printed
er mimeograpned, penned or pencillied could'be found in many villages
of the liberzted areas of Burmz, publieising zbeut the werld Peace
Movement.Meetings znd discussiens never failed te mentien paris aund
Prague.The great pezece uovement, as distinct frem the dirty

: "peace"-w1thin-ene-year paa “ef the watchdeg, feund a heme in the

AV LR
heerts of the people of Burme.A few weeks later,, right under Thekin

Nu's nosek %he signature czmpaign for the steckhelm Appeal —— the

tz&z-paace mevemont,hes flared up glerieus and bright.
Yet another plan te erush the peeple's liberation mevement
hcs failed, Determined amd cemnflient, the people of Burma keep

merching en |
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