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The Alms of Uncooked Rice Ritual at Wat Comthong
A sermon was delivered by a monk of Wat Comthong. UluJbv

Monk: It 1s /an appropriate moment/ time that /the assembly of/ mon}
the
. will begin to recite portions fromp"Law and Truths" or

the Dhamma (caren phra phé}hamon). All Buddhist follow-
ers, please concentrate and /gegfeady/ to:receive the five
precepts.l-2

i

Lay Leader: Leads the lay community to pay their homage to Lord
Buddha. > |
N b
Asks the assembly of monks for forgiveness (ko%gma).
Monk: Recites in Pali.5
Lay Leader: Requests for the five precepts.6
Monk: Begins /the formal recital/ in Pali ...7
' The lay community repeats the Pall recital.

Recites the five precepts. The lay community repeats the

five precepts.B_lq
Lay Leader: Requests for the Sutra Phra 'Palitra Recital. !
Monk: Responds in Pali ...12
Monk: Delivers a sermon‘in the northern Tha'i'dialect.13

I will begin to deliver a sermon on merit of giving alms of

uncooked rice, which will enlighten your wisdom.lu'16

Today, Wat Comthong sponsors the alms of uﬁcooked rice ritua;.17
" The purpose of the ritual is to réise some /neéded/ funds /to re-
novaté the old Viharn/.18 The abbot as the chairman, the lay com-
mitte and ghghay community from thevvillage of Tﬁng prow, agree

/to have the old Viharn renovated/ in order to reétore its historical
glory and significance.lg"lg The temple was /and still 1s one of

the moét important and influential temples/ throughout the past

/until the present timgl.°® There 1s only one Viharn and it has
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22

the Viharn has received from the fire. As for the glorious paét

and the present deterioration of the Viharn, it is part of the or-
23

dinary occurence.

23

When there is a glory, there is always a de-

However, the monk committe and the government a-
4

terioration.

gree to have /the Viharn/ restored.2 /This is because/ every

monastary temple /this one is included/ is a holy shrine which

every Buddhist comes to worship; therefore it needs to be restor-

d.214-26

e The temple is the core in which all Buddhist followers

2 ' ; :
congregate. 6 Once they come into the temple compound and hear the
temple bells, they experience peace and happiness.27 Every tem-

ple tries to get rid of all unpl%§ant objeéts and to replace them

28-29

with pleasant things. This type of renovation is necessary

and it needs support from the lay community at large.3O The local
lay community of Wat Comthong cannot really finance /the total

cost of/ the renovation because the community is rather small.3l-32

Therefore the financial support must come from the lay community'
at 1arge.32-33 A small contributfon from all of jou is needed in
order to have the restoration succeséfully completed.33-34 This
is why the abbot and the iay community decided to hold this alms

of uncooked riée~ritual.35"36 All the proceds will go into the
36

/réstoration funds. The failure or the success of this project

depends on yoUr /financial support/.37 Some of you have donated

38

your labor, efc. The success depends on the unity of the lay

éommunity at 1arge.38-39 Unity brings prosperity,39 Lord Buddha

praised unity which I have mentioned.uo-ul Unity 1s a corperation

from all members of the community, which leads us to prosperity.nl"azf

Therefore unity must be /preserved and/ protected.qzr'There are
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three types of unity namely, unity in body (kaya), unity in

speech (waja) and unity in mind (¢a1),u2‘”3
Ly

ing, we begin to unite in our bodies. Then when we agree on the
restoration, we unite in speech.l’5 When members of the lay com-

munity devote their time /and energy/ for the preparation of the

ritual, we have united in mind. 46-47

48

blessing among us. There is another /aspect/ of the Dhamma,

Therefore, unity is a great

which 1s useful among us; and it is called faith (sa@tha)ug—so
Faith‘is a belief such as a belief in Lord Buddha, in the Dhamma,
in the Sangha.so—sl /There 1s also a belief/ in sin (b3b), in
merit (bbn), in a virtue (khuna), in a consequence (tosa), in a

ok52

productive /act/, in an unproductive act,etc. These beliefs

are from faith.52 Anyone who has faith also believes in himself. 53
If we only think of the return on whatever Wwe pursue, we are not

a true believer.sl'—55 We lack faith and have no beliefs.56 r

we have bellefs, we must have faith in Lord Buddha, in the Dhamma,
and 1in the Sangha,56-57 Once we have‘faith in the three Gems, we
will receive meritr/from whatever we do/.58 You all Buddhist fal-
lowers participate in this ritual, you depend on your faith. 58-59
_ There 1s lots of merit (anisong) /for everyone who partici—
pates/ in this dina.”>" 60 mnis /kind of/ merit can free its be-

"nefactor from all kilesa.60 Kiiesauaccumulates in the five ele-

ments of being (kan) and become one's characteristics (sundarn).60

We make merit through our daily alms (dana) because we hope to get

rit of kilesa which includes greed, anger, and obsession.61 If we

cannot eliminate /kilesa/ from our cheracteristices and from our

mind, at least we mgat try to reduce it 61-62 Making merit‘through

When we come to a meet-

»
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dana has helped the donator to reduce his kilésa.62 Onyone who is
full of kilesa is also full of sadness and has moody and cloudy mind.63'

When this 1s the case, anything he does is unclean.6u_65 The main

reason is because the mind governs all the actions.ss Any success
depends on the mind, is from a Pali saying.66 In Pali it 1s, ".Pali

6 r
. 6 Its translation may be stated as: "The Dhamma is the maSter."6‘

Therefore, making merit through dana, observing pfecepts (s11a),

listening to sermons and/or meditating, is an act of cleansing the

mind.67 All kilesa will Be gotten ridkof from the mind.68 Since

we all are Buddhist faliowers, we all wish to achieve Nibban in

68-69

which all sufferings and kilesa vanish. When we reach nib-

ban, we are sald to achieve the extremést happiness.69‘ In Pali,

1t is said, "Pali ....""™1 71ts translation 1s "Nibban is the
.

As long as we let kilesa grow in /our mind/,
7192 '

extremest happiness.

we still have not reached Nibban. We must try to give the daily

morning alms, in order to aim for “ibban.72"73 If we do not success
during this 1life time, we will try again in our’ future birth (s).73

Kilesa Such as greed can be driven away through a d3na in which we

give things away and therefore our greed'has been'deSperse

When we sacrifice something /for someone/, we have reduced our

stinginess /selfishness/.75

75

This is another aspect of despersing

75"76 Ob_

greed. for

Anger can be /reduced/ by observing precepts.

7 As, your today's

A
dana, it begins with receiving /the five/ precepts (sIla)s and a
78 ‘

session can be cured through practicing meditation.

sermon is given to conclude the rite * It is shown that you all

Buddhist followers have made merit hhrough a dana 79 Every time

5

wkcn a merit making takes place, it must be conducted in this fashion
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namely /healthy attitude/, strong emphasis on observing precepts
(sila) and practicing meditation,79 and listening to a sermon.80

These activitieg will brighten up the mind, and clear any doubt
0
that may exist.

Presently, our MNouwaesgyy temple needs some money for the re-
1 { Yoo hart/

You all have made this dana becauseﬁof strong faith
82-83

novation.8

with tkis kind of sacrificing from
83-84

which must be preserved.
all of you, the renovation will be carried out successfully.
I hope that you will help our monast#ry in its furture restoration
which 1s needed in the following years.8u_86 In the futufe, when
the abbot organizes a dana rite in order to raise some funds for

I wyl
the restoration purpose, it isAhope that you all will sacrifice

87

your labor as well as your noney. Your help will guarantee the
success and that you will be recognized as true Buddhist follow-,

ers (Phd}ha sasarikachon) who have strong and true faith in Bud-
dhaism.88 Your sacrifice will be recognized as a great sacrifice.89
You will receive merit (anisong) in return ﬁithout any question.89“,9O

This /kind of/ merit is in your heart.90 91

It makes you happy.
This 1s the merit that you will receive now, in therfubure and in
your next birth’.92"93 With this kind of goodness, having observed
precepts (sIla), you will be born.in heaven. I have no doubt in

“my mind about it at all. 93-94 This sermon comes to end here. 95

tnder thefﬁree Gems, I ask that you all are blessed with. 96-97
Merit that you have received will protect you from any danger, and
other diseases.97 -98 You will be blessed with good health and long
life to live.98—99 Any rightful wish that yeu have, you will re-

ceive. You all will be guccessful in everything you do .99—100
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