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'Af-Contlnued ‘Conflict: between Cohmun1st Groups and the Reetor
\ . . -at the University of E1. Salvador -over the Recent Crlsls 1n
'fﬁ“,the Faculty of Sc1ences and Humanltles g CF s e A

A - Lo (0)®)

‘ sou:zcs,

1. 1 Comment.; on -3 January 1975 Artuf3Q£§ a l"a*z -
”'._1guenza, acting 'Dean of the Faculty of Sciences and Human1t1es at ibX?_'
-, the. NatlonalfU‘lver51ty of E1 Salvador - (UES), anificunced ‘that.. B
'-_ univeTrsity confracts Would not be renewed in his faculty, tHe SR A
- largest at the-UES, for seven professors who digd not fulfill legal dk
5 ,accredltatlon requlrements, one of .whom was RendmA A 1 cidews /i,
' )giellana, the Chairman of the Jourhalism Departmen-.*&The jouTna= i
d

ism teachers. immediately went on strike in support o eir .-
partment head and. this ewventually led to walkouts by teaching,.
personnel in the other departments and-a Hait to-academic,activiily
~in the entire faculty.. Not having reached a solution by fmid-. \/f//
he matter was turned over to:the acting Rector\Qar] ;fg{,;[”;

Castlllo.‘ After the resignation of AlCides 55 and a.

ized Protests and. attacks by student leaders and

S Recgor, the. issue was finally resolved on 28 S
'erbruary when Alfaro'agreed to return the. unaccredited professors

. > " to their jobs on special contracts or in other acceptable

.~ --positions 'in which they would meet: légal requirements. -.Normal.

‘-\‘act1v1t1es in the faculty resumed during the week of 3 March. 1975 )

'('55(1' y
Iy

o 3. Although the crisis- in- the Faculty of Sc1ence and Humanl-
- ties technically has been resolved, this faculty has not been '-..
H[able to return completely to, 1ts normal academlc act1v1t1es.a_.'
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‘?The t monﬁh conf11 t:opened the door for student pfotest
EétptheEUEﬂ administration and the Communist- contro

Géﬁiral Association of Unlver51ty ‘Students - (AGEUS) dhes 0
: plan to back down on ‘its‘demands to get rid of the acting Rec
- .and certa1n3othe unlven51ty officials whom they- cons1de
: "'é‘ofi extreme r?ghtzst seotor of ‘the governmenj

THoE L AGEUS leader - gu1ded by the PCES have a plan &
-action to force’ Alfarp out. of office..: They ‘¢lain they alyeady
. - have. a petltlon signed by several thousand unlversity students
**reguestlng the removall .of Alfaro from the vice-rectordte. AGEUS
plans to -organize demonstrations -and meetlngs and to paint walils.
.on the UES campus.to publicize the students' alleged repudlatlonl
of Alfaro ‘and to demapd his re51gnat10n. They also plan to. makey
:ftelephone calls requesting his resignation and :to boycott ‘the .
;. activities: of the- reckorate. ‘As: long -as.Alfareo.remains-6n campust
'AGEUS leaders assert @here will be-a situstion,of conflict and

. turmoil which will. not ‘be 1n the 1nterest of the Salvadoran
Government. s 7 g.. ) } oy g !

B 6. What may seqp to have been'51mp1y a problem of ‘an’ academlc’
strlke in' the UES.Faculty of Sciences and Humanitiesin fact had
. much deeper polltlcaq To0ts, namely the strugglé of the’ Commun1st-
'j*lnspired student “movement to recover internal. control "of ~the
- university. Every move made by  the professors on strike was a:
-result -of pressure by -the student ledders. Thése pressures. led ..,
~to-irrational attitudes on the part-of both the UES ‘administration-
~as.well as the teachers.: Student groups opeénly challenged “the -
dec1s1ons of the admﬂnlstratlon to stand by-legal: requirements :

. for* employment and. 1ébeled acting Rector Alfaro and other admlnletra-
' tors as 1nstruments jf the government.‘_' ;‘~ S g s N G,

‘,‘1" N Whlle Ieftlst student leaders: of all’ sectors spoke out% Ly
“~;un1ted1y agalnst Alfaro.in demonstrations, marches, in the. news-___;w:
'paper and..on telev1sﬂon, the student sector in' gemeral i$ wvery- ©° .. .
divided. ' This divisilon was notable during the strike as the Soviet .. - .
"'line Communist Youth's Un1ver51ty Action Front (FAU) was struggllng?4~h'
J'to outdo” the more radical leftist groups in the.race for campus ' -
1eadersh1p. Less. than ten per cent of the student body responds i
.to any degree to calls for meetings, demonstrations, protests; .
. etc., organized by polltlcal groups- on campus. Leaders of, AGEUS -~
'm;a and the: Student" Assoc1atlon of theé School of Science and Humanitiés. .~
- (SECH) are subserv1ent to FAU and the PCES biit FAU's 1nfluence-t.,? S
-has diminished greatﬂy in recent months and-it did.not play.a majoy @ ..
a.role An solving .the" Hrohlem 0f renewing ‘tedching contracts.’ :The T
-upsurge of the more nadical and vociferous Salvador Allende Unlted ' :
- Student’ Revolutlonary Front (FUERSA) ,and FAU's loss of thé Law’ e
" 'Schbol election. in December 1974 have contrlbuted to reduc1ng FAU'~:."‘4
: . ches U
!

preetlge on campus.ing

S

ngh level PCBS leaders have revealed prlvately that most
i of the.voc1ferous student protest in this matter . was. 1n1t1ated by
 FUERSA® . The PCES, Wlth no control over FUERSA, labels FUERSA'

leaders' "Multra. leftlsts" and claims FUERSA has close ties with- the
‘rura} based Unified QOpular Action Front’' (FAPU)-and the: alleged

i terrerist group called the People's Revolut1onary Army (ERP).-
. leaders,.claim-that the ‘ultra:leftists, mainly FUERSA, .tried. to
- exacerbate ‘the confl'ct over: contract renewal in: order to. cause

o

FAU
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split between thé university-authorities.and the professors without
coﬁc@rﬁﬁouer-thé&pdsaibility.that'it;eduliﬁleaé‘to:aﬁothe;@eiqsingf
of the university by:the government. . The student-led: activities .-
i/ gave.dn impression of spontaneity and it was difficult to.obsérve
" what hand (or -hands) were:-actually moving the-controls. .. . .

S it gy i (Embassy Commernt:  Alfarotand his’ supporters; .including . -.-
i7.Salazar -Siguenza, appear 'to have badly miscalculated.. Although. ..
- their legal case was sound, they have not been.able to remove from " .

- the .campus. those professors whom they view as mbst_-bjegg%gnglédJ¢ga%q",

. (Their principal-targets were:  Eduardd®, C 2 m p o0.sX Rea%eé,?aff?f*zn@;‘

" graduate, of the Soviet Undpn's LomonosoV: ﬂve:sity;_h;;,ggginalddﬁﬁmgﬁ@ﬁ

AntomioN\H. e r.n a n'd e.z XViscarra, a gradyzte of the B 'dwﬁhf

b i oviet K ~. il
" TPatrice Lbqumba University, amdOscar Napoleon\ 0 s.t o r g ai%%{Q%ﬁﬁiLf _
© - .graduate of*Buffalo University,“&IT Known COTI¥ROTators with - - 7 &
~leftist student groups.) At the same time, the(Acting Rector fai%gdﬂéfyg
.~ to remove the Sciences and Humanities Dean, ReneMV a qu.e r a n <&
‘‘against whom the .university had pressed charges folNhis role in'the’ .
'illegal appointment of some of ‘the above professors. ™

: ‘ 1 sors. \Despite an open’ .
*“and ‘shut legal case (San Salvador A-161, November 22,.1974}), ‘the .= -
“"'charges against Vaquerano.were dropped in Feébruary for lack of .. .0
"+ evidence, perhaps because of pressure from government officials.’ .. -

-.-Vaquerano -was reportedly supported unanimously by the deans of the ./
university's other schools; all of whom are’ guilty"of the same - . <. ' .|
“’illegdl practices.. For Alfaro, the defeat on two fronts is serious, . '
.- .~demonstrates. his lack of political .skill and further complicates ="\ -
- . his efforts to be elected rector.) . . . o St 0T st B g
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