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September 15, 1968 

Today I a sister ceremony to the ta:n e:n ceremony, that which i 

called locally tin kUai sal~:k ( n")4t-")Q ';S"nn ), was held 

at \~at Co:m Cs: • The ceremony differed in several particulars from that 

held at w,h cmnara:wa:t and that held at the same wat year go (se notes 

for September 26, 1967). 

The Offer ngs: 

There were ~1ree main types of offerings: 

1)	 kuai - An addition 1 type of offering consisting of a variety of 

traditional foodstuffs, etc., placed inside a bamboo-strip bask t 

which is lined with newspaper. Afterwards, I had an opportunity to 

examine the contents of three of these: 

Contained in Basket 

Item 

khA:o nIao wrapp~d in 
banana leaf 

stick of sug r cane 

....
kha:o sa:n 

kha:o pl1}a:k 

banana 

sal 

p anuts 

~ 

panelo 

maJco: (hog plum)#J 

lime 

(a) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

(b) (c) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

0 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

')l)j 

I 
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SPpt er 15, 968 

Contained in Basket 

Item ~a) (b) (c) 

9 va x x x 

maJcru:t (Kaffir lime) x 0 0 

tobacco x 0 0 

cigarettes 0 homemade tra:ka.l 

sweet kha:o tOm phat sweet d bananas kha:o tOm phat, 

savoury fat phat 0 

dried pepper x x x 

makings of betel chew 
(areca, betel, lime. 
and other local 

ingredients) 

x x x 

Garlic 0 x x 

Ionian 0 x 0 

medicine a 0 

matches 
. 

a .inomoto 

a 

0 

0 

a 

x 

x 

!candl a a x 

slice of sOrn k .... :n a a x 

1)	 lcUai <Cont' d) 

These offerings also had stuck in top a bamboo stick to which was 

attached matches, noteboo~ penci~, cigarett 5, pap~r flowers, and may­

be coins. 

I didn't see any of th se offerings wit papers in them indicating 

that the merit-made was to he 'sent' to a dead relativp • 
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September 5, 1968	 3 

1)	 kUa" (cont'd 

All of tlese offerings were provided by individual donors 

2)	 kuai sat:! 

Open buckets, baskets I basins £i led with mainly purch sed 

foodstuffs and dry goods, but also usually cont i ning some of the 

basic offerings (tobacco, candles, incense, etc.). Usually, 

to the$e offerings were attached slips of paper indicating for 

wham the merit made was to e dedicated. Individual offerings. 

ton _ i.e. 'tre s' ~ 

Large elaborate structures made y some gro p w th only a minimum 

of types of usable offerings _ money, notebooks, pencils, 

matches, candles, etc. These are made by such groups as the young 

peoples assoc ation of a part cular w't or school c1ildren from 

partic 1ar schools. These offerings have attached to them (or 

written on them) the name of the donor group (tlrongrian co:m ceq}", 

wong tl , etc.). 

A few people had also brought ton J;}a:n (na:m ton), with their 

assoc at offerings I the type of offering that was so conspicuous at 

W. t Ommara:wa:t. few others, like Sat;l and myself, brought only envelopes 

of money. 

For most of the k1la i , kUai saJ'h and ton J;}a :n the donors had prepared 

a p ece of paper known as ~ which indicated the recipient ( sally 

deceased) for whom the mer! t m de was to be dedic ted. These s w re 

taken and placed in the center of the wiha :n. Some were wr tten in Northern 

Thai, while most were written n Centra Thai. These s would later be 

C~~) 
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September 15, 196A 4 

VVotj Cs\ ) 
distrib ted amongst monks and novices. A fpw donors, however, presented 

their offerings directly to the a bot, other monks, or novices of w~t 

C~:m Cc:~ (insofar as I observed these offerings, I noted that they were 

usually of the ku is" IJ variety. Most were presented inside the k~t 
~~ 

before the ceremony began. At least one was presented outside the w't 

precincts, unquestionably because the deceased recipient had died an 

unnatural death. Some offerings of both main types had been placed fore 

the altar in t e w h":n. These were obviously for the wat rather han or 

distribution amongst monks and novices. 

The large group offerings (t n) were strictly for Wat C~:m Ce:~. 

Participants: 

Unlike Wat Ommara:wa:t, every monk and novice in Mae Sariang district 

had been invited to participate in this ceremony. Most came from wats 

which were within w king distance of W t C~:m Ca:1J. Som thing over 40 

monk"', an more than 80 novi repr sented 9 diffprent w~t-; i't the ceremony. 

The wats included both han/Burmese and Yuan wets (w: t Me: H.i:n). 

In addition to the monks, one layman (a young man) acted as sort of 

master of ceremonies with the P.A. system an leading the congregation in 

\I
the wai phr~·. An a:ca:n did the rest of the 1 y leading and the we:n ta:n. 

The lay people who attended the ceremony came from all parts of the 

town and its environs and ncluded a large proportion of young people. 

The monks novices, lay leaders, and some of the lay congregation 

(usually older people) were inside the ha:n. The rest of the lay people 

were spread throughout the wat grounds, and particularly in the s¥:la:. 
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September 15 f 1968	 5 

Ceremony: 

Prior to the beginning of the actual ceremony, the following events 

took place (sometimes siro 1 taneously ) • 

I) Decorating of wat and wat grounds by members of the wat 

congregation and c ergy. 

2) Preparation of offerings by donors .. 

3) Procession of offerings to the wat. Ac ual processions accompanied 

the ~ offe ings. 

4) Offerings made to clergy of Wat C:>:m C&: 1] by those \-/ho were not 

including their offerings in the gen ral grouping. 

5) Entertainment via P•• system. 

From about 10: 30 on, the participating monk and novices began to 

arrive, ut most didn I t come until a£ter taking the mid-day meal at their 

home lats. As one layman explained to me, Wat Co:m Ce:!J does not have 

suf£icient income to pay for the food necessary to feed sud a large number 

of clergy.. Consequently, only those monks from quite distant wats were 

fed at wa.t Co:m C&:~ .. 

By abo1.1t 12: 0 _ 1:00, the clergy had arrived and gathered in the 

wa t and the ceremony began: 

I) waf. phra? Ie by young master of ceremonies 

2 ) a :ca:n kh:>': sIn; CKA hal sIn; congrega tion I rap s 

3) a:ca:n we:n ta:n 

4)	 a:ca:n requests sermon; nO'Qce reads (or gives) Yuan sermon 

from an en~losed thamma. ma:t. 

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written Aug - Sept, 1968 
Page 23 of 51



September 15, 1968 6 

During part number 3, a munber of laymen are counting the sen 

and placing them in even bundles. During part 4, several monks divide them 

into piles for the clergy. 

a:ca:n gives sho t chant. 
[;t\'J 

6) Monks suat. 

7) CKA explains the distribution of sen. Said that ther were 2262 

sen. These were divided among 46 monks and 82 nov ces reorpsenting 

19 w ts as follows: 

Monks 4 spn each 

Nnvic s 13 sAn each 

wat Co:m Ce:~ 9 sen (~ing the remainder) 

8) Monks chant the 'b1p ssing'. 

9) Sen are matched with sala:k to di tribute gifts. This ending was 

pure bedlam wi th people surrounding the monks to r ques t their 

5 ips and then milling around the w ha:n attempting to match sen 

and gift. Apparently, most of the kUai of erings never reach th 

monks for the monks give their slips to people, usu ly chi dr n, 

who keep the kuai they find with the exception of the r top" which 

is given to th monks. This practice leads to some monk$ (such as 

the one from w't Ommara:wa:t) literally e ng swamppd by children 

wanting his slips. A monk usually keeps som ~ thesp gifts, ut 

others arp given awa. The k'" i salJ offerings on the other an 

are always kept by a monk and usually ~sult in the monk or novice 

giving the donor a hal phon. l~l "J J 
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~eptenbeL 15, 1968	 7 

I·Triba	 5' at Ceremony: 

I saw a few Lua'> whom I knew and who live in areas surrounding 

wat Co:m CC:Q and there were robab_y many more prespnt. I also saw severa 

Karen m n, nclud ng one P'wo who often comes to beg at: our house. I 

that at least some wer looking for free hand outs. ~ 
tS\~ ~ 

({"A1, ¥ A " ..v 

S	 :p cata: For Gao Khana Ampha: 

Monday is the erA-'s 36th hirlhd y and h will honored at the endp 

of his	 third c cle with a sy:p cata: ceremony at vat. ttiwong. 
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September 16, 1968 

, Y VA. ,.

Sy:p cata: for Cao Khana Ampha: 

~his morning at about 9:30 Jane and I went to W&t Kittiwong to attend 

the ceremony of sy:p cata: held in honor of the CKA's 36th birthday. The 

arrangements were as follows: 

-f(
Main altar 

Phra Khru: , sy
wat ~ :bunrl,1aIJ 

~O 0 0 00 0 
I 0(- ba:t phra ph&t th~man 

~ 
I [J II\. VA " .. 

j-E> 1-. \.. Cao Khana Ainpha: 

, IJ f-. Temporary al tar 

o o 0 f-- Nine monks 

A/ ,., ttl A\...A Phra Maha: Ne: t 

, .."r< Raised area 

Lay Male 

Lay Female Lay Female 

Food preparation area 

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written Aug - Sept, 1968 
Page 26 of 51



Septembe~ 16, 1968 

To the ceremony had been invited nine monks, none from Wat K!.td.wong. 

In fact, no monks or novicp.s from Wat K!.tt!'wong were present, except Ne:t 

and the CKA himself. There was a small g~oup of lay people present _ maybe 

30 - which included relatives (Both the CKA's parents were p~esent), members 

of the young people's association who had prepared food, photog~aphers, and 

a few others _ mainly older lay people. 

Among the monks, the Phra OJ Khru: f~om l~iih st :bunr\lalJ was the first. 

The 'apparatus' of the ceremony was much the same as that described 

, • ,~. A

above for the sy:p cata: for Phra Maha: Ke:o. I didn't attempt this time 

to get any detailed descriptions of the items. 

I have ~ecorded the whole ceremony. Two unique things; (1) the chanting 

of a chant four times by each monk - thus resulting in 36 repetitions of the 

chant equal to the CKA's 36 years; (2) the giving of a sermon by the 

SI:bunryalJ phra OJ khrli: from one of the old baila:n so that, the CKA said, he 

can live as long as the sermon has lived. 

The lay people present were also served food after the monks had eaten. 
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September 17, 1968 

(~ 
Sala:k	 Ceremonies:
 

I
 asked tl1e CKA about the sala:k ceremonies which I have observ~d in 

the last week. He confirmed that there were two types of ceremony: 

1)	 ta:n te::n (1'\",\\060 c., ....- ). [~is the equivalent of the Thai 

tha :n ( --n, ~ and means 'presentation of alms'; ~ is the 

equivalent of the Thai the::n, and means 'on the behalf of' ­

in this case, a deceased relative]. 

...'t	 t- -t 
kIn	 kuai sala.:k or ta:n kuai salc~:k (/"\ .....mvi')i')..."/f'\... v..n')c:I~~" ). 

[Also known elsewh?~e in north as kIn or ta:n ko:i sala:k 

.....+- 10 -+ 
( f'h. /t:' ....... l..no iJ~V'I	 and kIn or tam khao sala:k
 

The ceremonies are unitert in the practices of cap sala:k (drawing lots') 

and in the dedication of merit for the dead, but they differ in many other 

particulars. 

In ta:n te::n, monks (and/or novices) are invited as individuals and 

there is usually only a small number of them. The offerings are usually 

ton~a:n ('money trees' stuck in a water jug) or kuai sa~, the containers of 

dried foodstuffs, etc. The participating clergy is given one only of these 

offerings (I think always kuai sa~). The names of the donors are placed in 

a ba:t and each monk, novice and the a:ca:n draws one. The monks give individual 

blessings for those who wish them, which is usual. The rest of the offerings 

are kept by the wat, thus meaning that the wat having ta:n te::n receives 

more income than wats having kIn kuai sala:k. 
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September 17,1968 2 

In kIn kuai sala:k, the usual offerings are the kuai n~:i or sala:k co:k 

.,. - ~tW
 
( (\:>u ')40" .. ~:;)'n :{'1In
 (Thai Cho: k ,'t b~ , 'luck'). In ianguan,
 

p , h . 1'" , , •
rap e:nl: e Watthana:tham Mla~ N1a, p. 139, he states that the following 

are usually found in kuai n5:i in Qliang Mai: milled rice, peppers, onions, 

garlic, ~, pla:r~: or kha:otom sweet, both salted and toasted h9:mok, 
(1;11J • 

betel, '!l.~ C1.g~l.cth·.:" matches and tallow candles. The y3:t of this offering, 

Sanguan states, usually consists of coins attached t.o a stick. These offerings 

rarely, if ever, have slips attached to them telling the name of the donor 

and the person for whom the merit is dedicated. In this they differ from 

both the kuai sa~ and the tonQa:n. Rather, in the former case, the information 

is written on the sen. In this ceremony, w~ts rather than individual clergy 

are invited and all monks and novices in the w~ts are expected to attend. 

If one is ill or cannot attend for any reason, he will nonetheless receive 

his share of sen and offerings. All sen are distributed, two parts for 

monks and one part for a novice. Remaining that cannot be divided are for 

~, but generally speaking all offerings are distributed and little is left 

for the sponsoring w~t. 

In both ceremonies, some people make offerings directly to the abbot 

of the w~t. According to the CKA, these people are either too lazy to take 

part in the distribution of the offerings or else they want to see their 

offerings go to the sponsoring w~t. 

Also, in the second type of ceremony, some people place their offerings 

in the various khan which are designated for specific things. Most w~ts 

), khan phd. tham 

), khfin the: t 

and khan a:ca:n ). Some also have khan tha:t 

LS l.l) 
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September 17, 1968 3 

lSl.l) 
Some people also present their offerings (uslJally kuai sat: )to monks 

(usually abbot of sponsoring w~t) outside wat. This is done when the 

meri t being made is dedicated to a person who to:i 1'10: lJ ( "", t.o't. ~" 
or is phI: ho: lJ ( ~~ '\I~ ) - that is a person who died in some 

accictent or suddenly anri thus had not yet fully realized his Karma ( ~.~~ 

.... (loll'] 

). The 'souls' ( ':>l\)~~,~ ) of such people cannot enter 

a wat and thus the trua:t na:m must be done outside the wat so the tortured 

soul can receive the resulting merit. 

The we:n ta:n is the same at both ceremonies.
 

The origin of the ceremony has in one version at least, something
 

.....,J
to do with Na: lJyaksani : ( ...,.) (J n"* ~ ) and 'first fruits'. 

Thai and Yuan traditions are different and CKA has promised to write out 

, \I ,
the anlsong sala:k. 
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• • • 

September 19, 1968 

CS-."t) 
Ta:n te:n Ceremony at Wat Chaiyala:p: 

Today we received an invitation to attp.nd a ta:n te:n ceremony at 

Wat Chaiyala:p. The invitation, as translated, reads as follows: 

Schedule of Events for the Merit-Making 

The Wat Committee of Wat Chaiyala:p has scheduled a sala:kkaphat 

(ta:n te:n) at Wat Chaiyala:p on the 23rd of September, 2511, the second 

day of the waning of the moon in the first month (northern reckoning) as 

follows: 

10:30 a.m. Presentation of food to 85 members of the Sangha. 

11:30 a.m. Presentation of a sermon, offering of alms, formal 

gratitude chanted by clergy. 

All the faithful are thus invited to join in this merit-making of gratitude 

according to the time and day mentioned. 

[Signed] Chaiyala:p Wat Committee 

The CKA says, incidentally, that such invitations are not usually 

issued for kIn kuai sala :k and that p~ople just l'c'd.rn of the cpremoflY 

and go. 

We won't be going to this ceremony as we are planning to go to 

Chiangmai on Sunday (and I on to Bangkok on Monday for two days). - J
V;"n 
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September 20, 1968 

Pilgrimage Sites Recognized by Northern Thai: 

Sometime ago I learned that the northern Thai recognize 12 wats 

or reliquaries in the Southeast Asian area which are important pilgrimage 

sites. He didn't know the full list, but I learned that my assistant La:::>'s 

mother might know them. She has given me the following partial list. 

Each shrine is associated with a year of the animal cycle and a person 

is supposed to go on a pilgrimage to the shrine associated with the year 

in which he is born. Thus, in the following list, the shrines are identified 

by the year of the cycle • 

Year	 of Cycle • 

1.	 chuat ( o(~~ ) 

'mouse' or ' rat' 

2.	 chaIu: ( -o.~ 

'ox' 

3.	 kha:n ~i~ 

'tiger' 

4.	 th~" ( Io~'~ 

'hare' 
.:;-J 

5.	 l'Taro:!J (~~\'l"~ 

'Dragon' 

d 
(6.	 MaselJ ~·:t.1,1.3 

'snake' 

Shrine 

? 

Phratha:t Lampa:~ 

( (~'t'til~{h 'Lh ~ 

c~:le: ( ~~~~" 

~	 <u 
eEl:b e:!J ( \?\.q ~b'\R<.1 

Pbratha:t phrasIrJ 

"'" G'( lffii'~'\ ~Q\..fil~ «:J'lf/. 

Phracaothalatpanya: 
sapphanu: 

Location •• 

Lampa:IJ 

In Chiang Mai pre on road 

to Me:tg:~ - Me: Rim 

[CKA says in Phr~:] 

? [Na.:n] 

Chiang Mai 

(Sawan - i.e., 'Heaven') 

.. ..	 .. ][in	 Thai - tratsanlS 

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written Aug - Sept, 1968 
Page 32 of 51



September 20, 1968 2 

Year of Cycle • Shrine	 Location •• 

'horse' 

'ram' 

9.	 W5:k ( ?(Q)n
 

'Honkey'
 

10.	 La :ka: ( ~t,nl 

'chicken' or 'cock' 

11.	 Co: ( C'\~ 

'dog' 

12.	 Ku:n ( ~'\b 

'pig' [elephant] 

-''J) 

ta'ko:lJ (1YI~1.n.J 

Oo:i Suthe:p 

( t{jY11l'0d Vll'N 
'\ 

Phratha:t phanam 

Phra tha:t Hadphu:n 

chai 

Phra ke: t k s: ocula :rnani : 

('~ ',,'(\~ I,,\ln-a~.w" 'J-l~ 
Do:itul'J 

7 [Shwe Dagon in 

Rangoon, Burma. 

Chiang Mai 

Nakh o:n Phanom 

(N.E. Thailand) 

Lamphu:n 

(sawan-i .e. 'Heaven') 

Chiar.Jse:n 

• The informant has given the Thai (Siamese) names which are not the same 

as the Yuan. •• Additional notes by Cr~. 

According to the CKA, the Shwe Dagon in Rangoon should also he on the 

list, although he doesn't know in association with which year. One of the 

ME:: Nge' manuscripts is a history of the Shwe Dagon DaIJoda in Yuan. There 

is also another manuscript containing the formula for wal tha:t at D::>:i 

Suthe:p and Har!pha:nchai. 
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September 20, 1968 3 

I also obtained from this woman a Northern Thai text entitled 
J 'V ,~,;' 

kamwai tha.:tsal'}luarn (tKlrW'd~,\~,~j~~q~ ) . 

&lddhist Responsihilities associated with Birth Dates: 

I have learned from the CKA and other sources that there are several 

types of Buddhist 'duties' associated by the Yuan with their dates of hirth. 

In addition to pilgrimage shrines associated with one's hirth year (in the 

12-year cycle) there are also particular sermons associated with one's 

year of birth, one's month (in Northern Thai lunar calendar) of birth, and 

one's day (in the seven day cycle) of bi~th. These latter the CKA calls 

respectively tham cata: pI: (~~~'i~J"j ), tham cat.a: dyan 
t c:il

( ~~~ t 6'\ '\ klfj\~"\):) ) . 
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Mae Sariang September 28, 1968 

 

Millenarian Prophecy 

The following is a flysheet that was circulated in Mae Sariang in September 1968. The 

source is unknown; it was given to me by the Cao Khana Amphoe. For other information 

see notebook entry for this date. 

 

Translation 

 

Buddhist Prophecy 

 

 Te following was copied in 1941 from an inscription in the area of the Great 

Vihāra, in the Deer Park of India. It was translated by a group of Thai envoys who had 

gone to invite the relics of the Buddha and the Great Bodhi tree. 

 

 Sāthu The Lord Buddha has compassion for worldly creatures who since birth 

have known great hardships. … 
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