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Synopsis 

ACT I 

Scene 1 A street outside Poppea's house 
2 Poppea's bedroom 
3 Ottavia's apartment i~ the imperial palace 
4 Poppea's bedroom 
5 A street 
6 An arbor on the palace grounds 
7 Seneca's garden 

INTERMISSION 

Scene 1 Nero's apartment 
2 Ottavia's apartment 
3 Poppea's bedroom 
4 A street 
5 Dockside 
6 A street 
7 The imperial palace 

ACT I 

The courtesan Poppe a Sabina, ambitious for power, has discarded her lover, 
Ottone, for the Emperor Hero. Arnalta, Poppea's nurse, warns her that terrible 
things ma1 come of her alliance with Nero. Nero's plan to repudiate his wife, 
the Empress Ottavia, in favor of Poppea, meets violent opposition by the 
philosopher Seneca, who is Nero" s adviser. Poppea manipulates Nero into order­
ing Seneca's suicide. 

ACT II 

The Empress persuades Ottone to kill Poppea, and the rejected lover enlists 
the aid of Drusilla, confidante of the Empre~s and herself in love with Ottone. 
Amor, the God of Love, intervenes and Pappea is saved. Upon hearin~ of the . 
conspiracy, Nero exiles Drusilla and Ottone. Next he banishes the Empress 
Ottavia and has Poppea croylUed Empress. 

(Historical footnote: Not long after Poppea was married to Nero, his per­
secutions of the Christians began, Roman citizens fomented revolts against 
him, he killed Poppea and finally committed suicide). 

.. 
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