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. s . Campaign environment: peaceful but not fair

Campaign Summary: June 26 — July 13, 2003

( mzpmgn actlvities continue in a relatively peaceful manner, alt though CCHR has documented 120 cases of
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~tion campaigning given that village chiefs continue active work on behalf of the ruling party in spite of

an Intenor Ministry directive torblddm r them from doing so, and only token measures have been taken to
ensure fair media access.

§ ummary of election-related rights violations

CASES signboard | Vote | Interference in Voter / party Other
interfersnce| swearing | campaign activitie| card confs :catmr

Tl)uring campaign* _ d L] 15 4 94

*cases reported blf CCHR monitors from June 26 - - July 13, 2003 '

Examples of campaign case re

Assault

On July 2, 2003, a group of 15 soldiers approached a Funcinpec activist
front of his honse in Tuo] Tasck village, Trap

Meanchey. Fo llowing some brief verbal insul
his hﬁad

who was setting up a mg;nbc:rd n
ing Prasat commune, Tmpamg Prasat district, Odar

ts the soldiers hit the activist several times with a pun, injuring

pc‘:c 814 gnboard was torn down in the village of Prey Kamprok, Taor commune,

_ ) dist Aampong spew; (&) Un hme 27, 2003, a 30-year-old man wearing a CPP hat and T-
| t tore dﬂwn a Chakrapoug Khmer Spinit Party signboard and cut it into pieces in Balaing Lech village,

_. Dmnrray _ Chankl ac Gnun_un e, Stocung Sen district, Kampgng Tham (3) A CPP gmup leader threatmed one

'51g,nb0ard ancl wa.rmng her about the cansequenccs o o R .

C‘ampalgu mterference l --

(1} On ?uHEEQZDO“ soveial SRE nmmers In Aﬂg blpng village, Ov Lm corminune, Ang Snuol disiriet in
~ Kandal were torn dnvm On July 3, 2003 the Commune Flection Committee held 2 hearing to solve this
pmblem

The c:offander conceded and apclaglzed o SRP (2) On June 26, 2003, Peam Mean Chey, the CEC
chamnan n; P::am Ror chstnct ﬂre:, Veng, threaten Ed ta con ﬁsca're ::assgtte r&mrdmas Dt the S ,__}_;_011t1r:al
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 Murders have occurred during the election campaign period. While most of the victims are party members,
1118 100 early to say whether these Killings were politically motivated. I'hey do, however, reflect 4

continuing culture of violent crime and impuruty for serious criminal acts — SINce no perpetrator has been
arrested in any case, -

Threats against media

In a letter dated July 1, 2003, sSceretary of State for Information Khieu Kanharith ordered the Battambang
Information Department Chief to suspend live broadcasting of FM 90.25 in Battambang, stating that these
broadcasts did not conform 1o (unspecificd) regulations. Howev er, Cbhor Poan Reachsey Cgmp;any

- president Nhem Sophana confirmed that he was permitied by the Minister of Inforrnation T Lu Laysreng in a
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' On*J uly 6, 2003, Information Ministry Secretary of State Khiey Kanharith threatened to suspend Bechive
radio station FM10S if it did not stop broadcasting Radio Free Asia and U cice of America transmissions.

Threats (general)

(1) On June 26, 2003, vil lage chiefs and group chiefs in Peamraing commune, Lek Dek district, Kandal
threm&ned citizens and prevented them from | joining an election campaion activity with SRP leader Sam
Ra | stating that if they did so their names and photopraphs would be registered and taken; (2) On July 1,
2003 a senior ¢ivil servant led a rally in Kbal Thnol village, Kampong Preanpg commune, Sangke district,

Battambang, providing people with CPP hats and T-shirts. At this rally, this individual spoke 10 a F Uncinpec

member telling him that if the CPP vote decrease ed i that community, this party member, who had crected a
buncmpe{., signboard at his house, would “bear responsibility”.

Village Chief Involvement in Political Activities

A Z7 May 2003 Ministry of Interior/National Election Committee directive bars village chicfs from acting in
support of any party or candidate,

Voter card collection

(1) On June 26, 2003, the Boeunp Chhouk v; llage chief, at Kilometer 6, Khan Reussey Keo, Phnom Penh,
collected voter cards from the citizens saying that authﬂntzes would give them presents: (2) On July 2, 2003,
the village chief of Veal Iraeng, Talun commune, Saang district, Kandal, told a CCHR. monitor that he had
recexved orders from the commune chief to collect voter cards from the bearers and record the voter card

hwearmg and thumbprinting _

(1) On July 2, 2003, the village chief of kKanseng, Khnn KRoang cem.mune,, Eeriba dist.ria:t Kﬂmpﬂng
Chhnang, forced two people to swear an oath to PP sayi
On July 9, 2003, the village chief of Svay Ampe ‘ay Am
fDl‘CEd one couple to support CPP by prmtmg thur thmnbs.

thEl’ CASES SR
r‘_(l) On June 28, 2003, villape chiefs in Deaj-eth commune Kien svay district, I{a.ndal hung CPP banners in
f fﬂm of every hﬂ use; (2) On 27-28 J u.ne Srei Prang and Kok Vat v llage chiefs in Odar Mean chey told
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DAMron . 1a - ng and dal _c_: ornm une: P re y Nob dis f__; tr1 ct 81 h anm w 111 e f 0 ra:: ed a c -up 1 e t- gl
a S arml g an d a T-shirt which b he had g iven o fem on J une 19 2 0 0 3 The couple had been
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