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January 1, 1968

New Year Festivities:

Last night there was a 32222, sponsored by the local government
officials, for those who visited today at the Ampha: assembly hall followed
by a ga:n open to the general public held on the grounds in front of the
District Office. The ga:n consisted of ramwong, dance music, a movie, etc.
We didn't go although Sanga and Phan did. This morning I met Rudiso:n,
Mark's roommate, who pronounced the affair mii sdnitk. Last year
it was much more enjoyable he said. Mark had told us that last year
the district officer had taken a very active interest. There had been
a costume party (Mark won second prize with a Karen outfit - the District
Officer had won first also with a Karen outfit) which was generally attended,
and enjoyed by all the government officials and local elite. This year
all of the senior officials are different persons (with the exception of
the educational officer) and several (especially the district officer)
had gone to Mae Hong Son to prepare for the King's visit on the 5th of January.

This morning there was a ceremony of offering alms to the clergy
from almost all wits in Mae Sariang (with the exception, at least, of the
2 monks at WAt Ommira:wd:t, and the Burmese monk from WAt Canthdra:wd:t).
The monks foregathered in the Ampha: assembly hall, while those who were
intending to present alms lined up along the roadway which runs in front
of the Ampha:, Immigration, and Provincial police offices. Again there
was only a rump group of officials present, with the district education

officer acting as the 'chairman’.
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For New Year's the market is not held in the usual venue but, rather,
along Mae Sariang street in front of the government offices. There were
many people milling around the sellers while the takbfi:t ceremony was
going on. The ceremony seems to be the prerogative of the local 'elite'
and ordinary people do not take part in it.

At the ceremony, women predominated, but there were some men (mainly
women) present. The ceremony was very brief with the abbot of Wit
Sitthimonghhan (the District Abbot being in Mae Hong Son) giving the
precepts or stage and then the monks passing along the rocadway to receive
alms. Actually, rice was the main food placed in the alms bowls as the
kapkhd:o had been placed in containers provided by temple boys prior to
the presentation for the clergy. The ceremony began at about 8:00 and

was over by 8:30.
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January 2, 1968

Interview with Mr. Tan Bamrugkit:

Today I had an interview with Mr. Tan Bamrugkit, son of one of the
first Chinese merchants in Mae Sariang and currently one of the leading
businessmen in town. According to his card, he has a B.A. from Thammasat
University, and is the manager both of the Sdhamitbamrugkit (J“Q“”‘Tf”{*‘ﬁ‘ﬂ )
store on Lé:ny Pha:nit Road and of an ice factory on Wiagmai Road. He is
also the local agent for most of the periodical literature to which people
in town subscribe,

My ostensible purpose in visiting him was to test out my economic
survey. (I discovered that I could ask more questions and decided to
revise it). In addition to the questions on the questionnaire, I asked
him about a number of other things.

I asked if there were any Karen or Lua’ merchants in town. First he
answered that there were none, but then I mentioned Wichian's wife. He
said, yes, she was Karen but now she is Thai. He said that her brother runs
the shop that is across from the liquor factory and that he is a Thai with
only a Thai name (this is the store I had been formerly told by others is run
by Nai Wichian's wife's father). He said that there were other people like
this (i.e. formerly Karen but now Thai) but he didn't give any more names.
He said that there were no Lua® in the market area but there might be some
who run small shops on the outskirts of town.

In comparing the Karen and Lua’, he said that the Karen were ‘'honest’
but that the Lua’ were sharp (ghélé:t). He gave as an example the fact
that Lua’ would come to the market and visit many shops to find the best
price for the item they wished to buy. Then, when they had found it,

they would pick the best of the selection. (A merchant's view of 'sharpness'?)
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I asked about Karen buying rice on credit. He answered that they
didn't do it from the shops in the market area, but would do it from small
shops on the edge of town where they had good relations. However, he then
went on the say that Karen lumbermen, mahouts, etc. did get rice on credit
in the market area.

He said that few owners of shops in Mae Sariang took goods to sell in
the hills. However, he said that he had witnessed in other shops (but not
in his own) Karens buying large supplies of things which he said they took
to resell in their villages. He also said that Thai who live in villages
nearer the mountain villages than Mae Sariang come and buy things in the
market and take them to trade with Karens for things they produce. He
said that there Thai made very large profits on this barter trade, but

then they must walk long distances to realize it.

Kamnan of Ko:y Kosis

While in Mr. Tan's shop, the kamnan of Ko:p Ko:i came in (to discuss
politics with Tan, I believe). In response to my questions, he said that
Ko:pg Ko:i was Thai, not Lua’ (contrary to what I had been told before).
There are some small shops in the village. A Phanasit lumber road almost

reaches the village.
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to the late Provincial Abbot who sought to stamp out Shan practices in the
local wats (told me by both the Burmese abbot of WAt Canthara: wd:t and
Kris Lehman), he has actually stimulated the perpetration of Shan traditions.
A new hospital, with very modern equipment provided by the Australians,
has recently been built and taken under the patronage of the Princess Mother.
New provincial and municipal offices give the town a much more ‘progressive’
appearance than Mae Sariang despite the fact that it has a smaller
population (Somphét says about 3,000 people live in the town) and is more
inaccessible. In point of fact, the 'official' population of Mae Hqfig Sqn
due to the presence of both provincial and municipal governments forms a
much higher percentage of the population of Mae Hqng Sqn than it does of
Mae Sariang which is the seat only of a district.

The indigenous lowland population in and around Mae Hgng Sgn town (and,
in fact, as far south as Mé&:la:N5:i) is Shan. One finds in the market a
plentitude of Shan garments for both men and women (in contrast to only
those for women in Mae Sariang) and all of the wats are in Shan style.
Like Khun Yuam, one sees signs written in both Thai and Shan. The market
area of the town seems more prosperous than that of Mae Sariang with more
2-storey teak buildings and more garden between the buildings. It may
in fact be due to more wealth provided by a larger ‘official' middle class.
In the recent municipal elections (held 23 December 1967), according to
Kris Lehman, the party which advocated '"Keeping Mae Hgng Sgn Shan™ made a
clean sweep. (In fact, however, the man who led this party was a north-
easterner married to a local girl.) The major decordation for the King's
visit was a large tiered gateway in Shan style, built under the auspices of

the municipality.
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January 18, 1968 36

(phﬁttha:phisé:k)of three new bronze Buddhike images which will be the

chief [images/ in the Vihara. Na:i Sdm and Naineg Kham'Gei Bunryang will
present one image worth 12,000 bahts Nasing Som and Na:i Som Khunpr\adit,
another image worth 5,000 baht, aigégi. Major Chaiya(mng and Na:ng
Asvhgsn Sanannaro:, a third image worth 5,000 baht. Altbgether, the
three images are worth 22,000 baht.

On this same occasion, the f&#F committee has also arzanged for

the simultaneous holding of the ceremony of tak ba:t khazo si:in

(*giving of paddy rice alms') which is cutomarily held on the day

of the full moon in the 4th lunar month Elorthern reckoning/ (dyan sl :peng).

rI‘nis[cearemony is helcﬂ in order that the faithful might present the
first fruits of their produce /lit., new rice and first fruit/. However
the arrangements committee will not be distrubiting Sat# for the rice
as usual for this ceremony. Those of you who desire to join in the
offering of first rice, on this occasion, please bring _]}he ricé] to
join in the merit-makingtat Wat Qlaiy;lfa\:p according to the following
schedul et |

13 Janmary 2511 (14th day of the waxing of the moon, 4th lunar month,
northern reckoning) at SaSfxxfmitex €;30 am. the faithful will bring
their offerings to come and decorate the temple. A sgi Ealayeﬂ
from Chiang Mai will provide entertainment. @&t 7:00 p.m., nine monks

will chant mantras, the Thammacik germon, and the thammaphuttha s

~
phisek suat boek (*chant of dedication of ritual objects'), and ﬁhen

there will beJ other entertainment.

14th @anuary PS11 (15th day of the waxing of the moon, 4th lunar

month, northern reconking) at 5:30 a.m. the monks will perform the
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January 18, 1968 36

(phﬁttha:phisé:k)of three new bronze Buddhike images which will be the

chief [images/ in the Vihara. Na:i Sdm and Naineg Kham'Gei Bunryang will
present one image worth 12,000 bahts Nasing Som and Na:i Som Khunpr\adit,
another image worth 5,000 baht, aigégi. Major Chaiya(mng and Na:ng
Asvhgsn Sanannaro:, a third image worth 5,000 baht. Altbgether, the
three images are worth 22,000 baht.

On this same occasion, the f&#F committee has also arzanged for

the simultaneous holding of the ceremony of tak ba:t khazo si:in

(*giving of paddy rice alms') which is cutomarily held on the day

of the full moon in the 4th lunar month Elorthern reckoning/ (dyan sl :peng).

rI‘nis[cearemony is helcﬂ in order that the faithful might present the
first fruits of their produce /lit., new rice and first fruit/. However
the arrangements committee will not be distrubiting Sat# for the rice
as usual for this ceremony. Those of you who desire to join in the
offering of first rice, on this occasion, please bring _]}he ricé] to
join in the merit-makingtat Wat Qlaiy;lfa\:p according to the following
schedul et |

13 Janmary 2511 (14th day of the waxing of the moon, 4th lunar month,
northern reckoning) at SaSfxxfmitex €;30 am. the faithful will bring
their offerings to come and decorate the temple. A sgi Ealayeﬂ
from Chiang Mai will provide entertainment. @&t 7:00 p.m., nine monks

will chant mantras, the Thammacik germon, and the thammaphuttha s

~
phisek suat boek (*chant of dedication of ritual objects'), and ﬁhen

there will beJ other entertainment.

14th @anuary PS11 (15th day of the waxing of the moon, 4th lunar

month, northern reconking) at 5:30 a.m. the monks will perform the
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January 23, 1968

Interview with Abbot of W&t Phrd’ Sing, Chiang Mai:

Jane and I came to Chiang Mai yesterday to see doctors, etc.
Today, we came to WAt Phrd’ SIgy to see the CKA of Mae Sariang who is in
Chiang Mai to arrange funerary rites for Na:i Thian, the mine owner who
died recently. At WAt Phrd® Sing, we first visited the clerical residence
of Cdo Khun Wim;n (1516?n:%;w3 ) where the CKA of Mae Sariang was
staying. We found the Cdo Khun a little strange. He was very interested
in the work among the hill tribes and said that religion was the most
important thing in developing the hill tribes, but he wasn't too good
at answering my questions. After talking with the C80 Khun for a
little while, the CKA of Mae Sariang took us on a tour of the Wat. The
main Wihd:n was constructed under the direction of Khru:Ba:SI:Wichai. We

also saw the bé:t for male and female monks (Phiksui and Phiksini) - very

unusual and maybe the only of its kind in Thailand. It is unusual because
there have not been any female monks since a few hundred years after the
death of the Buddha and they have never existed in Thailand.

The highlight of the visit was an interview with the abbot of Wit

Phri® sip - a very senior and elder monk who had been the (&0 Khani

Ph8:k and then had retired from that position to devote his energies and
influence to the various programs arrived at strengthening or spreading
Buddhism among the people of Thailand. It was these programs which most

interested me.
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1) thammdthG:t ( $5C3 18\5\ )

- Began in 2497 (1954) by the abbot himself. Eventually received
support from Asia Foundation (Bill Klausner is a good friend
of the abbots) and the Department of Religious Affairs.

- This year there will be 220 thammathii:t monks (M= yCU DA )
in the North. He said in 7 changwat in the North and when
I asked which one was excluded, he answered that the whole
region was included.

- The thammdthli:t program is not restricted to any group of

people but is all over.

2) thammada:rik ( TTK}3¢4§W )

- Aimed specifically at hill tribes

- Under the Public Welfare Department

3)  thammdphdtthana: ({riuTiee O ¥ )

-~ Newest program (2nd Year)

- Based on WAt Phrd Sin and applied mainly to Chiang Mai
Province (12 centers)

- Involves laymen as well as monks, and aims at general improvement
of villagers' lives.

- Help from Asia Foundation (last year B6.780),

All of the program have the general purposes of helping people improve
their lives and to prevent the spread of Communism. All programs are

carried out in the dry season when monks are {4 . They begin in April.
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2
Tha:n Th# :y Bookstore, Chiang Mai:

Today Donna Markham took us to some bookstores in Chiang Mai which
sell books written in Northern Thai or about Northern Thai customs. The
most interesting of them was Tha:n TH;:n (¥1wmed ) which specializes in
sermons, printed on accordian-type books ., The ones that are in N. Thai
script are done by photo offset. There used to be a press in Chiang Mai
with N. Thai script (original made for the Christian missionaries and
later sold to a Buddhist who published Buddhist texts) but then went
out of business a few years ago and, according to the owner of Tha:n
Th%:n, the typeset is in too bad a condition to be used again.

The owner of Tha:n Tﬁg:n is a good friend of the CKA of Mae Sariang.
He himself was in the monkhood for 2 years. He originally comes from

" 5 Mon
Pa:S&:n. I asked if Pa.Sa:n was Mem, a characterization I have heard
before. He said one village in the district, B. Nd:y Du:, T. Ba:n Ryap,

t >

- \N t
A. Pa:Sa:q ('L\:Lmoac'\ VN TR @ U "ZNI ), was. They still speak

Man
Hen in this village.
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January 28, 1968

Visit to Bi:n Phd: Phd:

Today the abbot of WAt Sitthimongkhon and Cdo Kh&nd Taimbon M8:
Khatuan (whose name is S1ithon Tha:wardkhino: - (,J‘ﬁ'nw a19c f%(% )
requested that I take an electrical generator to B. Phd:Pha: for him
(I had taken one a week before, but it needed to be exchanged for another
one). I agreed to do so and ended up taking with me the abbot, a monk
from Phd:phd:, an electrician who is always helping set-up generators,
projectors, p.a. systems, etc., Mark Anderson and a friend of his who
was visiting here (David Hess, a Fulbright teacher in Vietnam) and
three B. Phd:Pha: villagers.

In the village, while the electrician was setting up the generator,
Mark, Dave, and I went to look at the forestlgéiz and then climbed up the
hill to look at a Che:di: there and a stupa erected to house the ashes
of the former abbot of the village wdt who was very famous. There was

an inscription on this stupa which read as follows:

R{qd‘om

N\
' v J aL |
Wz &% ‘%’Tﬂ(\s“i’)\"()mf A Gyl 1'.1\‘.?7

D -
%\m: Vg SITEET AN a3
BICCwT b ﬂ\“v‘\;ﬂ"\\h}% 'LSo‘t
“ . “rya
onu 18 1 SFa a6 TS
i
Tr. Stupa of

Phrd Khru: Panya:wdrawdt (Sudn Panyawdro:)
Born 14 January 1889
Died 6 July 1961

Aged 71 Built in 1962
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I asked the Tambon abbot how many monks there are in the wéat:
2 monks and 9 novices. Another informant (a villager) said that the
abbot of wdt Co:m Tho:n who recently left the monkhood and who is a
native of Phd:Pha: had been a monk for more than 10 years. He has now
returned to the village to be a farmer (%ﬂ??rl qur, )« The headmaster
of the local school who overheard this question and answer said it was
too bad that the monk left the monkhood because he was a tﬁ:\KﬂS (ie. abbot).

Mark, Dave and T also talked to a female teacher in the village who
says she has been there for 9 years. She is a native of Mae Sariang.
She says that Karen often come to B. Phd:Pha: to sell peppers and other
things. A little later, I saw some Karens in a local village shop.
There is no fresh market in the village.

Since the CK Tambon is a native of B. Phd:Pha: (his mother is still
living in the village, but his father is dead), I asked him if it were
so that the village was formerly Lua’. He said yes but that it is now
completely ph&:n myay. The electrician broke into the conversation to
say that the village stil has some Lua’ customs. For example, he said
that there are phi:Lua’. The CK Tambon said that there are such Lua’
customs as mét my.

On the way back, I noticed that certain areas of the forest had been
fired. The CK Tambon says that B. Phd:Pha: villagers have suiddens

as well as paddy fields. It is too dry in these areas to plant paddy.
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|

Name of Villages/Tambon | Ethnic Identity’é

Lowland |

in which School is located { of Village or Upland | Type of School
i ‘ i
T. Bi:n Ka:t (oNuﬁ*‘nﬁg( ) i
B. Phd Mo:lo: (V. M=dep® ), Karen Lowland E Government
B. Phé’ (. W= )| Karen " i "
s ml |
B. M&: Ha:n (LN e WY ) Karen - ‘ "
B. M&: T3:p Nya ( L. W0M9U IMK@)| Karen L ; "
5 ) i
i N I {
B. Mé: Tia (G VIRTEA IO )| Karen " | "
T. M&: Yuam (o, 1133 Q033 )§ ;
B. Co:’u: ( U~(3€>% ) | Karen Upland . BPP
B. M&: Ko:p P&: (U. l\adn@a"«) )| Karen ? Govt. (cex BPP)
B. M&: Thald®™ (v.nx nem )| Karen Lowland | o
T. Ko:p Ko:i (on =) nesTew )| |
. - | .
B. Ko:p Ko:i (L. ooy oo )i Lua /KM ? | "
CoN
T. M&: Sarian (pn, W Wiyos ) i
|
& v ! ! "1 i i
B. Pa: Pe: ( & UhJWHJ ); Lua’ Upland | BPP
sg il .
B. Chd:n M3: (U. DKW )l Lua " Government
T. M&: Khony (01 i A )
( i
B. M8: Sdld:p (V. UxI: U ) Karen BPP
B. Sdothin ( u. L:}'j »‘;% ) %(aren/Lua’ Lowland Govte. ( €XBPP)
T. Mg:la: N:i (A NBIr R0 ) |
B. Dong (. ); Lua” Upland BPP
&5
B. HGai Phapy (v Wows )l Karen " Government
R T
B. Huai HO:m (u.u92v s ) Karen u "
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January 31, 1968

Visit to Ba:n Phé?

Yesterday Khru: Plam invited me to go with him to B. Ph8’ (in
Karen, Phe:Kho:), a lowland Karen village where the daughter of the
headman was getting married. We rode our bicycles to the village,
arriving there about 9:00 A.M. We stayed until about 8:30 in the evening.
At about 1:30 - 2:00 P.M., Pete and Benny showed up. They stayed until
about 3:00 A.M. the following morning. I observed several other things

besides the wedding.

1) School in B, Phé’:

Thirty-six students, two teachers, four grades. One student from
village studying at Mae Sariang (Tho:ysaowat) school - son of headman. He

lives at the Baptist hostel even though he isn't a Christian. School has

been in existence about 10 years, although the present building was bullt
in 1966.

Khru: Piam says there is a high rate of truancy. At 9:20, after
school was opened, there were only 18 students (50 percent) present. But
today is a special day - the wedding in the village and one teacher away
at a teacher's meeting. Students continued to straggle in. By 9:40 there
were 8 students in P1, 5 in P2, 7 in P3, and 1 (a girl) in P4 or a total of
2l.

Pl students were studying Thai. Their pronunciation of the
lesgon, in unison recitation, was not that of Pl students who are Thai
(trouble with final consonants, certain vowels such as /y/ and tones). The
P2 students were studying math and the P3 and P4 students were studying

how to make an accounte.
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Khru Piam complained that Karen students are hard to teach
because they don't speak Thai and because they are absent so much.
Neither teacher lives in the village - Khru: Piam lives in B. Khapuany
(at least an hour's bike trip away) and the head teacher lives in
Mae Sariange.

Khru: Piam is a native of Lamphun whose father moved here when he
was quite young. He graduated from 8&{§hé\ Syksa and has 3 yearsi;Teachers

Training College in Chiang Mai).

2) Che:di: in B. Phé&’:

I asked the headman about the village che:di: (which he called tha:t
in Northern Thai). He said that it was built about 6 - 7 years ago, but an

older one had existed which was built in the time of his ®sFa .

« This cheédi: belongs to the village - there is another one in
songhsatn
B. Mé: Ha:n. Ceremonies are held at the che:di: on semgluasn and the Beginning

and end of Buddhist lent. Monks are invited from Wit M&: Ha:n to participate

in these ceremonies,

3) Religion Miscellaneous:

In the house of the headman and the house of the bridegroom I
noticed Buddhist altar shelves (hip phd’ - ::;wif: - in N. Thai and perhaps
in C. Thai as well). The one in the headman's house did not appear to have
any image or photographs, but they may have been hidden behind the ﬁ%ﬂaﬂz .
Like the N. Thai altar shelves, but unlike the C. Thai ones, the headman's

has bunches of tall leaves (2 - 2 1/2 feet in height) as well as flowers.
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I didn't notice any candles orioss sticks. The one at the bridegroom's
house, in addition to the flowers and leaves, had a Buddha image and the
standard picture of Khru:ba: Si:wichai. The Buddha image was of white
‘plaster' (?) and looked like it might be of Burmese style. However,

Benny \h%gkwé for me from the father of the bridegroom said that the image
was purchased in Mae Sariang.
‘/Q/
V

I asked what the Karen word was for 'feeding the spirit'(IAvView

One informant said something like tamy:kha:. Pete uses the term aw kre: in

which the word kre: means ‘'ancestral spirit', for the feeding of the
ancestral spirits.

Pete has been inquiring recently into what is called in Karen,
cekkhasi:. He calls it in English the 'tatooing cult' because it involves
tatooing by the cult leaders. The leaders according to Pete and Dave Maxouc
are a Shan who lives in ME:la:N5:i and a Karen who lives in a village near
MgE:la:N5:i. The cult leaders have the power to absolve people from feeding
the ancestral spirits (apparently he doesn't quite kill them, but takes them

away). In B. Phé’ there are some people who follow the cekkhasi: and some

who still awkre:. However, the headman said that the whole village (save
one Baptist household) is Buddhist (there is not necessarily a contradiction

here).

4) Miscellaneous Observations:.

During my time in the village I made some miscellaneous observations.
Many houses are in the Karen style (i.e. with no windows and fireplaces
inside). A few are 'double' houses - i.e. a Thai style house (often made

of boards rather than woven bamboo walling, having windows and no interior



@WT

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand Written January, 1968
Original scanned version of typed notes Page 84 of 92

January 31, 1968 ' 4

fireplaces) limited to a Karen-style house. Khru: Piam referred to the
Karen-style houses as bd:n Phi: - i.e. 'house [for] spirits'. Pete

explained to me that there must be a Karen-style house where the ancestral
spirits can be propitiated. It is often not as good as the Thai house
because if the omens are such it must be torn down and erected elsewhere.

If it were made of boards and better materials, like many of the Thai-style
houses, then the tearing down would be an expensive proposition. The headman

has one of these 'double!' houses and it is perhaps significant that the

hiy phd’ is in the Thai half (however, the bridegroom's house is only a

Karen-style house and it has a hfy ph&’.

Another thing which combines both Karen and Thai ways is water-
carrying. I saw much water being carried by bucket, Eéig style. However,
according to Khru: Plam every household also has bamboo tubes for carrying
water -~ much as in the mountains.

I saw a man with very heavy tatooing from his waist to knees. The
tatoo was repetition of pictures of a type of forest cat. On his arm was

some writing which he said was Shan.

5) Headman's Family:

The headman, a comparatively young man who one informant said had
not yet reached 40, has 7 children. His first child, a son, is married and
is living with his parents~in-law. The second child, a daughter is the one
getting married today. The third child, a son, is studying in Mae Sariang.

All the rest are living at home,
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6) Wedding:

My observations of the wedding customs began about 10:00 in the
morning and ended at 8:20 in the evening. Other information was provided by
Karen informants (usually through Benny's interpretation) and from Pete who
stayed until 3:00 A.M. the next morning.

Most of the morning, and afternoon was given over to preparation
of food. One buffalo and three large pigs were slaughtered (I saw one pig
slaughtered. It was beaten over the head with a club. There didn't appear to
be any ceremony attached with the slaughter, but I didn't ascertain if the
person doing the killing was a special person or not.) Two chickens were
also slaughtered. There was some ritual significance to these chickens,
but I didn't see what was done with them. Food was being prepared in the
house (Karen half) and the compound of the headman. Khru: Pfam helped make
food because a large number of their guests were coming and it was doubtful,
he said, that they would like Karen food. Among the dishes I saw made
included beef 1d:p (both dip and siuk), roasted beef, beef cooked in variety of

spices including tumeric, pork phét, Ke:y hayle: (which Benny says is a Burmese

dish). Food was served guests at noon and again at about 6:00 P.M.
However, there was a ritual connection to serving food to participants
(see below).
About 10:30 the groom-to-be came to the housz of the headman, accompanied
by a young male companion who was said to be his first cousin. HE carried

with him a tray with two glasses of sdmpd:i water and a waterjug apparently

filled with plain water. In the inner (but not inner inner) room of the

headman's Thai-style house (the room with the hiy phi’) the two young men sat
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on the door lin}ed with their hands in the ﬂél position while the

headman inside the room said something I didn't understand. This Khru: Pilam
referred to, in N. Thai, as Kh3:su:ma:,¥0S$&7 (Thai <0, Y473 U7 )
- literally, 'asking forgiveness'. When this was over, the three moved

to the front of the porch of the Karen house of the Headman. Here the
headman crouched down and the groom washed his head (N.Thai dan\h:k -(%ang-—
and something like pui:kho: in Karen) firstwith the sdmp3:i water and then
with a glass of plain water taken from the waterjug. The same ceremony

was repeated with the wife of the headman. One informant claimed that

this was the same as the ceremony in the hills,

We then went to the house of the groom. Some people on the porch were
making a basket to carry gifts to the bride's house. The groom was refilling
the glasses with sdmpd:i water in order to go to houses of ‘'elderly people'.
( {?|ug ) whom he respects. I asked if he was going only to relatives of

the bride. He said no, he was going to many relatives of both the bride and

groome.

The groom is 18 years old and the bride is 17.

I asked at the house of the groom if the groom will feed the
spirits (ﬁgaa;j ) before getting married. His father answered that he
wouldn't.

We returned to the bride's house where Khru: Piam helped make
food and I did little until after lunch. About 1:30 Pete and Benny showed
up and Benny got an informant to tell us about the marriage customs.

Guests are entertained only at the bride's house, not at the
groom's house. Relations: of both the bride's mother and bride's father

help pay for the food.
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The couple will sleep at the bride's house for 2 nights and then
move to the groom's house for 3 nights and then return to the bride's
house. Tonight is not counted because they won't sleep together. She
will wear her white dress tonight and only tomorrow will she start wearing
her married clothes. She will go to bed with her married clothes tomorrow
night and then they can sleep together. Tonight is just the marriage night.

At about midnight tonight there will be a ceremony of sokhokhi
in which a pair of chickens will be killed, boiled without spices and placed
before the bride and groom. A small girl and boy will feed the bride and
groom. The groom will give the bride a necklace and the bride will give
the groom 25 satang. Do this if they still feed the ancestral spirits.
Represents union of ancestral spirits. The informant said that they don't
do this if they are cetkkhesi but another informant says that those who are
cekkhasi do it also.

No special ceremony at groom's house, but during the 3 days that
the couple stay there, the bride will help in-laws. Once in every house in
order tc ensure peace and prosperity in the marriage. The bride receives
necklaces in return for her services for these relatives. At the end of the
3 days, the uncles and aunts of the groom come and give the bride presents
of clothing which she keeps for herself.

In the house of the bride, the couple must sleep in the
room and all the other relatives must sleep outside.

The groom does not do any special work during the 3 days at
bride's house - Only time he gets a special present is when he comes to get
married (today) and then he receives a Karen jacket from parents-in-law.

The groom will come about 7:30 according to one informant. Depends‘

on whether he is brave or not. If he is he will come before dark (about 5:00),
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