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PROGRAM NOTE

Stepping Inward was completed very shortly after the completion of my soprano and tape work, Levadi
(Alone), and in it I sought to evoke a quieter, more introspective world of musical gestures, colors and tex-
tures than that of the intense and dramatic vocal work. I was also interested in creating a sense of move-
ment into progressively deeper states of inner reflection. Scored for oboe doubling English horn, viola,
mandolin, guitar and harp, the piece opens with a distinct theme in the viola, and then proceeds with vari-
ous other melodies in oboe, English horn and harp. Gradually the texture becomes more defined so that the
melodies laced through the last section function as a coloration of the pastel textural foreground. Like a
number of my recent compositions, this work is characterized by a free use of tonality.

Stepping Inward was commissioned for the Marzena Ensemble in 1986 and received its world premiere on
May 27, 1987. It was recorded on the Opus One label.

ISBN: 1-55189-035-6

BIOGRAPHY

Composer of a wide variety of works which span solo, chamber, choral, orchestra and electronic media,
Diane Thome is the first woman to write computer-synthesized music. Her compositions have been pre-
sented in Europe, China, Australia, Israel, Canada and throughout the United States. She has been the guest
of the Ecole Nationale Claude Debussy and featured on French Radio, composer- in-residence at the
University of Sussex and the Bennington Chamber Music Conference and Composers Forum of the East,
and an invited composer at International Computer Music Festivals, and many others. Her collaborative
works include Night Passage, an environmental thedter piece presented in the pavilion of the Moore College
of Arts in Philadelphia and Angels for virtual reality artwork shown at the Biennale des Arts Electroniques
in Paris. Her music has been recorded on the CRI, Crystal Records, Opus One, Tulstar, Capstone and
Centaur labels.

The first woman to receive a Ph.D. in Music from Princeton, she also holds an M.F.A. in composition, an
M.A. in Theory and Composition from the University of Pennsylvania, and two undergraduate degrees with
distinction in piano and composition from the Eastman School of Music. Among her teachers are Dorothy
Taubman in piano, Robert Strassburg, Roy Harris, Darius Milhaud, A.U. Boscovich, and Milton Babbitt in
composition. A member of BMI, Diane Thome is Professor of Theory and Composition at the School of
Music of the University of Washington.
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