Residential Schools:

Wasnington State

Prior to the mid-20th century, students with disabilities, had few
educational options. In the early 19th century, states and charities
created residential schools for students with specific disabilities. In 1886,
in what was then the Territory of Washington, a law passed establishing
the “Washington School for Defective Youth, for the education of the deaf,
blind and feebleminded youth of the Territory of Washington.” This
school “shall be free to all resident youth in Washington Territory, who
are too deaf, blind or feeble-minded to be taught by ordinary methods in
the public schools: Provided, they are free from vicious habits and from
loathsome or contagious diseases.”

Later the school was divided into the Washington State School for the
Blind and the Washington State School for the Deaf. Both remain open as
a day program for those in the Vancouver area and as a residential

school for those who come from other parts of the state.
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Another system, the German, discarded gestures and dac-
tylology altogether. The pupils were taught to associate
their ideas with the words by observing the mode in which
the lips were placed by a speaking person when talking.
Rev. De Gallandet, the pioneer of deaf-mute education in this
country, introduced the system of signs, believing that lan-
guage h}" gesture was the vernacular and that it belonged to
them by natural affinity.

SYSTEM OF INSTRUCTION PURSUED.

The system of instruction pursued here is similar to that
which is employed in nearly all schools for the deaf on this
continent, namely, the combined method. This is a system
which is sufficiently elastic to embrace what is thought best
of all known methods, and it is applied for the advancement
of our various classes of children placed under our care.

Signs are used sparingly in class-room work, and then only
as a means to an end—the end betg the accomplishment of a
correct understanding and use of written language. We
require the pupils, as far as possible—when they make in-
quiries, when they express their wauts to teachers and officers,
and even when conversing with each other—to use dactylo-
logic or written language. By so doing they become famil-
iarized with the order of words and with various idiomatic
forms of expression, which should be the grand aim of any
and all systems of deaf-mute instruction. The chief object in
imparting a good education is not the storing of the mind of
the pupil with a certain amount of knowledge, but the train-
ing of the mind to keen observation and sustained activity.
Educational results are only reached when the mind is trained
accurately and with sustained energy to perform its functions
of observation, reasoning and memory.

[t requires time for the mind of the deaf mute to discrim-
nate correctly. Their attention and memory must be re-
peatedly exercised upon each lesson in order to bring the
mind up to any proper discernment of the task before them.
To accomplish this result, teachers of primary, as well as
advanced classes, should be thoroughly conversant with the
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natural language of the deaf—the sign language—as they are
then in a position to present instruction in such a manner as
shall be most readily understood by the pupils. Otherwise,
their education will be mechanical in its nature and disap-
pointing in its results. The novice is not capable of training
the mind of the deaf child accurately to observe, to remem-
ber, nor skilfully to reason. This end is achieved only by
placing the pupils, especially the yvoung, in the hands of an
experienced instructor, who, like a light-house, sends forth
rays of illumination amid the dense intellectual darkness all
around.

CLASSIFICATION OF PUPILS.

The nineteen (19) deaf pupils present during the term were
divided into four classes. They were graded according to
their intelligence and were taught five hours every day of the
week, Saturday and Sunday excepted. In addition to this,
they studied one and one-half hours every evening under the
supervision of the director or one of the teachers. Their
studies consisted of history, geography, arithmetic, grammar,
penmanship, scripture and language. The great aim has
been to make all their studies tend to perfect them in a
knowledge of written language, as upon this will depend their
success in communicating with their hearing and speaking
fellows when they go out from their alma mater into the busy
world. The late Professor Storrs struck the key-note, I
might say of the whole system of deaf-mute education, when
he said that ¢“the great want of the deaf mute is language;
this first, this last, and this all the time.”

SCHOOL APPLIANCES.

It is cheering to us to know that the legislature so appre-
ciated our work as to largely increase our appropriation for
support. Still it is not sufficient to admit of any portion being
diverted from that purpose and used towards supplying school
appliances, of which we stand so much in need at present.
An appropriation of $400 could be profitably expended for

that object.

The Washingtonian reprinted letters from
parents. These examples are from the 1890s.

“I am very much pleased with Leona's progress and in
every way find her much improved. I find she is more
ambitious for an education than ever before. She can do
many things her sister cannot. I thank God every day of
my life for the school and the loving hearts that have it in

Description of curriculum for deaf
students. Report of the Board of
Trustees of the Washington School
for Defective Youth, 1887.

1908 postcard showing the
school and students.

SCHOOL FOR DEFECTIVE YOUTH, VANCOUVER, WASH.

Note: The primary sources on this poster include
outdated and offensive language used to label and
describe people with disabilities that reflect the
attitudes and biases of their time.

WASHINGTON SCHOOL FOR DEFECTIVE YOUTH,

VANCOUVER, WASH.

DEPARTMENT FOR THE DEAF.

The method of instruction pursued in this depart-
ment is that known as the “Combined” in distinction
from the “Pure Oral” so called. Objects, pictures and
signg are used as mediums of communicating ideas and
the meaning of written language. Articulation and
lip reading are taught to such of the pupils as show
aptitude for the mastery of this special branch.

Instruction in drawing and painting is given by a
competent artist.

The boys are afforded an opportunity of learning one
of the following trades, viz: Printing, net and ham-
mock making or shoemaking.

The girls are taught dress-making, plain sewing,
fancy needle work and general housework.

DEPARTMENT FOR THE BLIND,

In this department the pupils are given a common
school education. Reading and writing the New York
Point System of raised letters is taught to all.  Music
and singing will be taught and in addition pupils will
be instructed in a suitable trade.
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DEPARTMENT FOR FEEBLE MINDED.

All feeble minded children of preper age and suit-
able condition will be received, on terms specified be-
low. The School has for its general object the care
and the training of children too weak in mind to be
properly instructed or trained in the publie school.

The training of the school will be of a practical na-
ture. In certain cases where possible the child will be
taught a trade by which he will be enabled to earn his
living after leaving school.

The moral welfare of the pupils is carefully guarded
and they will have attendants =elected with especial
care as to morals, so as to throw around the children
proper influences.

Parents are not allowed to personally give children
candies, nuts, ete., at the Sehool without permission of
the officer in charge. This does not preclude such be-
ing sent by express. They will then be given to the
child in suitable quanities.

The Washingtonian, May 2, 1892. The Washingtonian was published at the school from 1892 to 1961. It served three purposes:

advertising the school, as a communication channel to parents, and to train deaf boys to become typesetters & printers.

Washington State School for the Deaf Students, " &
ca. 1900, Clark County Historical Museum. @ == &

“I can hardly enumerate the glad surprises and evidences
of your tuition to which we are treated day by day and hour
by hour while being in company with our little one. Such
wonderful development seems hard to realize is true. That

“I must say Carrie has made excellent progress this term in all

her studies. There have been five of her brothers and sisters

going to school, but she is the best educated of all. It is

wonderful how she has been taught. We are thankful to the state
of Washington for giving all the chances there are possible for the

deaf and dumb and the blind to get a good education.”
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a child could master so much and have the signs of good
breeding indelibly stamped upon every word and action,
could but be accomplished by tutors whose hearts are in
their work... Truly the state of Washington can feel
gratified, not alone in possession of such an able
institution, but in acquiring the services of such worthy
people as you to guide and place that institution foremost
and second to none in the country.”

“Everyone who knows Saxton speaks of the great
improvement he has made in every way the past year.
I assure you, Mr. Watson, that when I see how much
he has learned and realize that if he keeps his health,

that under your kind treatment and guidance he will
receive an education which will be of priceless value to
him, I cannot express my gratitude and thankfulness.”




