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Key findings:
• Pollution is historic and ongoing
• Loss of variety of critters, now mostly ratfish
• Everyone is contributing to Sound’s woes  



Effects of pollution:
• Critters and people can be harmed 



Some effects 
are lethal…

…. some 
are not





Findings were surprising:

• More than 900 pollution permits in the 
Sound

• PCBs still released
• High number of 

expired permits
• State parks and 

small towns among 
worst violators





Lingering threat: PCBs



Greatest threat: stormwater





Vanishing fish and other critters



The Duwamish



Superfund site

• Public meeting scheduled 
Nov. 29, 2007
• Last opportunity for public comment for 

more than 1 year
• More than 300 people attended EPA’s 

meeting



Communicating the science
• Concepts very complicated
• But otter penises are easy to 

understand



Information sources
• Read the reports
• Read what agencies are saying to one 

another



Giving people a voice

• People are 
eager to talk

• Government 
doesn’t always 
listen



Will anything change?

• Some cleanup will 
happen

• Will the river ever be 
clean enough for 
people to fish for their 
dinner?



Questions?

Ask away
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