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statement of the International Republican Institute
on the Oceasion of the Sam Rainsy Party National Party Congres:

February 17-18, 2001
Stem Reap, Cambodia

The '!'mernational-Re‘pub]ican Institute would like to congratuate the Sam Rainsy Party on the
occasion of its FFebruary 17-18 Extraordinary Congress of party members in Siem Reap. The

-?broad Iepreqentatmn of activists from around the country and public nature of this mecting,
o _ithsw the Dpennesq and tramparancy that chmacteme this pdrty

"?'n the face of masqwc ebstaclea since 1ts f'mmatmn as the Khmr:r Natio P;u*ty in 19935, the Sam
"'-’Rmnsy Party has continued to spread its message of hope and democracy and main(ain its

1deala, mtegmy and mdepende-nce

1Rl haq bae:n Pmud to stand alongmde the Sam Rﬂms}* Party the oughout its rise as Cambodia’s

o ._-denmcrauc oppcs:tmn 1In 1995 and 1996, TR] stood with the party as it was conceved and

_'---mrg,am?ed In 1997, IRI stood w:th the Sam Rams\,f Party during the abhorrent March 30
grenade attack whem several party members were murdered and our own Ron Abney was

injured in the grenade blast. IRI spoke out against the coup de état of July 1997 when party
leaders were forced into hiding. During the fundamentally flawed 1998 elections, 1RI
monitored the eloctions and helped train Cambodian election monitors. IR1 spoke openly and
forcefully of election irregularities and encouraged others 10 do likewise, through both the
failed complaint process and in the Democracy Square demonsrations.

Smce the parliamemaw elections. IRT has continued to work closely with the Sam Rainsy Party

1o provide training and support for national, local and women activists around the country. We

~are proud of our record and proud of the accomplishments of the party. The message of the
Sam Rainsy Party 1s powerful real democracy, clean government and addressing the needs of
(‘ ambodians, rather than serving only the interests of powerful politicians and then cromies.

-Tlm upcomming communr.- clections are a tremendous opportununity for the Sam Rainsy Party
~ {o build its organization and demonstrate the power of its message. Although the Commune
~ Blection and Commune Administration Laws are flawed in many ways, competing in these
c]ecuona will g E;\W‘:"'* the ‘?.am Raingy Party the oppe-rmmty to further spread their message and

_ulhmatlﬂy win & Iarg,a number of elected posts, accountable to the people. Every commune
~ that SRP wing a majority in, will be a shawmse im' the enme nation to see 1he 1eal positive
L *,éeffects of ciean and acuﬂuntabla ,g,wcmment N '_ ' S

]1 he mad ahcad thmyear and beycmd wnll nr::t be an easv one tm ( ambudla and the Sam
B “_Ramsy Party,

. if’;-f_axxy of you will face violence and intimidation, But with deter mination and
~faith in the power of democracy, you will ultimately succeed in your efforts tca change the

L natlon -» and IR] wﬂl be proud to atand thh you all of tbs: way.
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