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#U and Cambodia conclude

pilateral package for

s ambodia’s accession to the WTO

faday in Geneva the EU and Cambodia have concluded the mfﬁmmi market

sccess neqotiations for Cambodia’s accession to the World Trads Orgamsatmn,

71001/002

thisis a ﬁrsf but dﬁafﬂsive step fowards ti*:e mm:fumm af me nﬂgm:anﬁns for the

socession of Cambodia to  the WTO.
By Trads i"ﬂmmfs%';nér Pascal Lamy said durmg the signing ceremon}“ “We are
rlad fto be among the first WTQ Members fo mgn the bifateral agreement with
Cambodia. This is a clear demonstiration of Europe’s commitment to facilitate the
gccession m" feast devr—*mmd countries f@ the W?‘O We are confident now that
the accession of Cambodia can be ramﬁ y mmwﬁéﬁ makmg it the first least
¢ eve!o;)ed mmfry to join the WTO since its r*reafmn in 1895. I'd like to
tribute here to my C‘Qi{eagu@; Trade Minister Cham Prasidh, whose per.s.enal
r ommitment was crucial in moving negofiations forward. | aise irust that others
vill shortly foliow, including before Cancun. The least developed countries have

2 sked for this, it is reasonable, and we, the richer membem m‘ i'he WTQ have m_

tleliver,”

i\ step closer to Cambodia’s accession o the WTO

pay

(;ambodia applied to join the WTO in December 1994 but negotiations effectively staried

cnly in May 2001 with the first meetmg of the Working Party. In slightly more than two
yvears Cambodia has been able 10 progress steadily towards the conclusion of the
ceession negotiations, showing that it made the most out the technical asmstance
g rowded by numerous donors, directly or via the Integrated Framework, o

" he m-ark t access commitments undertaken vis-a-vis the EU foreses the binding of all

1am‘f lines at an average level, for agricuiturai products, close to 40% and ciose to 21%

for nan-dgrlf‘ulturai products, For services, Cambodia undertor}k specafac commitments

{or almost all sectors including in particular, telecommunication services, distribution,

F nanc:iai and fransport services. Qverall Cambodia made an ambitious but balanced
nﬁ'ﬁr which sets Cambodia on a c:lear path f:ef trade opening, wmch wsll be beneficial {o

s economic development.

- s hoped that all formalities for Cambo dza s accession {¢ the WTO can be completed by
~ the 5" WTO Ministerial Conference, whlch will take piac:e in Cancun in Sepiember 2003.
“'hss wauld bﬁ* the ﬂrst acr‘e;;smn by an LDu smce the crea?mn r.}f the W FO m 1095




&ccessmn Of Least Deve!mmd C@umnes tw the WTG

he WTO agraed in December Jast vear a Ssmpisf ed and accelerated procedure for the

ccession of Least Deve!oped L,ourt; 1es o the WTO as part of the WOrk programme
lzu-pted at Ioha - S

he mam featums of zhu procedure are;

WTO Members Wil refrain from  asking acceding LDCs to make excessjve

concessions or commiimants, notably those incompatible with their individual
aevelopment, financial and trads needs

- Granting of transitionai periods to enabie af; s‘:}fiing LDCS to effectively implement
cemmitments and obligations ;1 S . .

- (Good offices of the F}irew:;r General available throuuhout the process 0 assist
.OCs and the chairpersons of the LDCs’ Accession working parties

WTQ Secretariat support in information exchange and accessiorn proma"ures

i echnical assistance provided by Members on a priority basis to cover all stages of |

the accession process, from [ht’ pl’ﬁparah&n Df dc:»cumemat;cm tfa ihe enmcement Qf- .
Wl‘Omies T _

hss pmcvﬂdum bi.}l,db o ms: ini satzve laumhed by ihp EU in ‘1"’-‘99 aimed at fac:htatmg '
g ccession of poorest countries {o the WTC tak:?n L;p m mm by ihe Thm UN f ‘-'-'%-ﬁn FPP*“E -.
on LDLS in BFUSSBE» in Nav 2001, SEETEE e ' o

»

(ver the pas* five years, the EU has provided tmal amwunt Gf €m40 mli aor* of trade-, .
rxlated techinical assistance to devel loping countries. A special priority is given to LDCs,

~otably zhrough the intmgrated Framewark (iIF) f.r Leac,t Developed Coun‘cnﬂz‘s that was '

zstablished by IMF, World ank UNCTAD UNDF‘ W 3'"' O and TC (50 ) {Jf the IF‘ Trust;_-;
Sund | 153 p;edgﬂd by iwe EU S e e e

Cs in ihf:-z p**oc 55 a:}f 3cuedmg to the 1.&
hage Verde, Ethiopm .g...uf.“} 5, Ne;:}ai Samoa, Sudan
e already members of the WT! 0.

There are currently ten LD

-O Buthan Cambgdaa
n, vanuatu and Yemen. Thirty LDC;«; '

or more information:
htp: -f/eu .ru
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