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Libretto by Ronald Duncan

Based on Andre Obey’s play Le Viol de Lucrece

The Cast

Male Chorus. ..............coovint. . - . Carl Zytowski, tenor
Female Chorus. ................... Kristin Madison, soprano
Collatinus, a Roman general. e Cary Smith, bass
Junius, 2 Roman general............... Chris Trembanis, bass
Tarquinius, son of the Etruscan tyrant,

Tarquinius Superbus.......... John DeMerchant, baritone
Lucretia, wife of Collatinus. ....... ' . . ...Lynn Dupin, contralto
Bianca, Lucretia’s nurse......... Diane Wegner, mezzo-soprano

Lucia, Lucretia’s maid............... O’Brien Young, soprano

The scene is Rome; the year is 500 B.C.

Act I, Scene I Army Camp outside of Rome

Scene II Hall of Lucretia’s Home

Intermission

Act II, Scene I Lucretia’s Bedroom

Scene II Hall of Lucretia’s Home




o The Story

The Rape of Lucretia is an opera fraught with political in-
trigue. The year is 500 B.C. Rome is ripe for the overthrow of
the Etruscan tyrant, Tarquinius Superbus, who rules by terror.
The Roman most likely to assume the mantle of authority when
the revolt comes is Collatinus, an amiable, honest general, who is
a favorite of the Roman populace not because of his leadership
abilities but because he possesses a virtuous and beautiful wife.

The power-hungry Junius, another Roman general, jealous of
Collatinus’ position, determines to ruin him. by striking at him
through his wife, Lucretia. He carefully lays his plans and suc-
ceeds in raising a passionate desire for Lucretia in the lustful,
degenerate Tarquinius Sextus, son of the Roman tyrant. Tar-
quinius invades the calm serenity of Lucretia’s household during
the absence of Collatinus, seduces Lucretia by force, then steals
away in the night.

Collatinus returns to hear of the tragedy from the lips of
Lucretia. She is unable to bear the shame of the act for herself
or the sorrow for Collatinus, and she commits suicide, leaving
Collatinus a completely broken man.

The Romans, incensed by the terrible act of the Etruscan prince
are led in their revolt by the victorius Junius.
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