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PARTE DE LA NAT]ON KHMERE

- Phnom Penh, 7 March 1996

Today:, for the thlrd ’ame m three weeks the Mim@tw of Intenor refused to meet represematwes of the
Khmer Natien Party (KNP) - - R T R

) The 199] Parzs Aareements bound Cambodla to “follow a System of liberal democraem on the basis of
plurahsm and to respect fundamental human rights, among them the rlght of “assembly and
association mcludmg pohtlcal partles Are all the nations who guaranteed the Paris Agreements
o 'prepared to let these ﬁne-soundmg words, havmg been enshnned in the Cambedlan Constitution, be
'now forgotten and derlded by the Govemment Wthh was bem from that mtematlonal commltment 7

. The K NP has a pe, ect ri ght under the Cambodlan Constltutmn to establ 1sh 1tsel' lut des perate to
B avmd facm ga le gal, democratlc and pe rhaps po pular opposmon ‘the Govef'_'_ent embarked on a
: -tormous quest to denv the KN I’E:C(}g“liHOH First, the Govemment seized on the registratien criteria of
- -the 1992 AC Elect_ral Law Thzs was despﬂze the obweus faet that these criteria were not
o 'mtended as reqmrements for a pa'_ ’s creation but only for 1ts reglstratmn prlor to eleetlons Creation
| aﬁd reglstratlon of a party are completely distinct things; one necessarily follewmg the other in the
same way as the bm;h and ehnstemng of a baby. The Parls Agreements exphcltly dlstmgu;shed
between the two. They stated that “political parties may be formed by any group ot 5,000
reglstered voters” prewded the part‘y platforms are“consistent” with the “Agreements principles and
objectives”. It was, the Agreements went on, “in order to stand for elections” that political parties
had to be registered and “UNTAC will confirm that political parties and candidates meet the
established criteria in order to qualify for pamupauen In the eleetleas The criteria laid down 1n the

Electoral Law onlv make sense m that context.

Rather than engage in fmzﬂess argument with the Ministry of Intenor the KNP sought to demonstrate
its goodwill by fulfilling the registration criteria as soon as possible and by providing every relevant
information to the Ministry of Interior. Predictably, the Government then shifted the goal-posts. On 23
‘November 1995 the Co-Ministers of Interior claimed that, although the criteria have now been met,
. ._-‘the KNP could not be reeegmzed as it was already unlawful - i.e. it has been iaunched without
- permission from the competen‘t authontles on the basis Of the reglstratien reqmrements of the UNTAC

Electoral Law. Yet, by the same reckoning, all parties in Cambodia must be unlawful. After all, all of

- ?f‘i:hem were launched and aetwe before their registration by UNTAC for the 1993 eleetlons ndecd

before the registratmn process had even begun Why then dld UNTAC not go areund declarma ﬂ}em
o ﬁlegal aﬂd closmg dew meu‘ ofﬁees T e ' B

A are of the 1mp1aus ﬂnh' 2 of thlS secand ar gument the 0 -;-..ff‘..ernment has resorte d ;‘-.;'-to yet another
A y_acceptmg the faet

- ebj ectlon -{"_‘,'ceordmg to thls latest one the Co-Mlmsters contradlct themselves b
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