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By ANUGRAHA PALAN AND Sou
SOPHORNNARA

NEAR anarchy in the country’s
private sector. pharmaceutlcal in-
dustry has meant as much pain as
gain for Cambodia’s sick. Drugs
at are illegally manufactured,
improperly storedorevenbanne
inseveral countries aresold freely
across the counter here, according
to pharmacists, doctors, foreign
health experts and Health Minis-
try officials.

ere is no laboratory in the
country equippedtoanalyzedrugs
and check their content, so there is

it 1 . -

. Related reports, photo:
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little hard evidence to back the
suspicions that large numbers of
drugs are spurious. Buta limite

survey of pharmacies by the Post
found that drugs which have been
banned by the Royal G

Government
its elfarefreelyavallablemPhnﬁm
Penh, o

Dam Sovanny, assistant to the

head of the DePartment of Phar-
acy in. the ' y of Health,

Viinistr _banned three
drugs a: '_.-ear ago because their
hazardous effects had been proven
across the world. The Post, how-
ever, found that_ at least two of
them are easily available across
the s counter, ancl few. >harmacists
seem to even know of the ban.
Analginandits variants, which
have been banned, are extremely
p@pular drugs and are sold under
heir own names as well as brand
nam_eshke Novalginand Baralgan.
They are used for pain, inflamma-
tion and fevu aﬂd have been fcmnd

By JoN OGDEN

HE Cauncﬂ far the Develc::apment
of ._'_'ambodm (CDC) is about to
launch a major international me-
dia campaign m pmmate invest-
ment. S

~The start af thedriveis timed to
coincidewith the three—da_. World
__-;_cermmxc Forum on Oct 12-14 in
Singapore, to be attended by hun-
reds of top businessmen.
- ---._-ull-page adverts tmmpetmg
the Kingdom as a prime business
opportunity are to be placed in a
number of leading publications,
including the Ir:tﬁ*matwml Herald
ribune, Time, Asian Wall Street

]aurrml and 'ha Ecanmmst

asa “breakthrough.”

that

to cause agranulocytosis, a blood
disease in which the bone marrow
faiis to produce white blood cells
needed to fight disease. It can be
fatal according to the List of
Banned And Bannable Drugs pub-
lished by the Voluntary Health
Associationof India (VHAI), 1989.
Thisdocumentisused by the Cam-
bodian Ministry of Health as a
benchmark in making decisions
on banning drugs.

A second drug banned by the
Ministry, Oxyphenbutazone and
its variants, were also on sale at
pharmacies the Post visited. Again
it is used for inflammation, pain
and fever. The drug has also been
found to cause effects similar to
Analgin, as well as liver and kid-
ney damage. Clioquinol, the third
drug banned by the Ministry of
Health, seems to be less easily
available. It was only on sale in
one of the drug stores the Post
surveyed. It is used to treat diar-
rhoea. The VHAI document says
the drug was banned because it
causes a nerve disease which can
lead to limb paralyem, blindness
and incontinence. |

The fact that there are virtually
no regulations means that the
countr 1saneasymarketfﬂrdmgs
which have been banned, with-

rawn or restricted in other coun-
tries. -

Drugs come into Cambodm
from at least 12 different coun-
tries, according to Dam Sovanny,
and there are no official figureson
how much of the trade is legal.
Interestingly, some drugs in the
market have been imported from
countries which have themselves

See DR UGS IJH Page 2

The substance of tht;‘ thrust is
based around the passage of the
Investment Law in August, which
included a generous. package of
tax breaks., |
"hanthal Sun, the CDC’s sec-
yeneral described the law
He said: "“We
wanttoletthe outsideworld know

the investor. We want to let it be
known that our incentives are tha
most generous in the) region, if m:at
heworld.
“We want to change
Cambodia’s image and create a
whole new look, to leave the past
‘behind for a brlght new future.”
- The campalgn - said b
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Chanthol to cost less than $1 mil-  the region to drive the message
lion —has been approved by both  home at a series of seminars, The

Premiers. Prince Norodom willinclude thesh owing of a new
Ranariddh, alsn the CDC’s chair-  10-minute CDC video to promote
man, sees it as a way of countering ‘ambodian culture and resources
the damage done to the munt__-. ’'s as well as hlghhght advantages
_fer investors, The seminar tour will
;begm with a “networking break-
fast” atthe World Business Forum
'an'_'.__ wﬂl take in

J:g ﬁga;c-;t:f:e?«ﬁ{ .'-*'“*«'fr-':-‘.-"a. R "'-,-“".-“:-I*'*

B i?mﬂd"s blggéét advefﬁsmgé
TeNCY '_c]__'*jann Erikson, Whi(.‘h
r set up. angfﬁce

._.-

ould industry such as garments and
a bold slogan -ekctrlcal mmponent assembly,

be but promised

which wc}uld _rfi_ake people pay tourism, agnculture and aquaculn
attennon. o ture. R ‘
In addl_twn to. the media cam-

_ _____'-'_hanth{)l sald that wlthm 10
-d_a_;_ s of the Investment Law bemg

passed, businessmen from Sing-
apore, Taiwan and Malaysia had
submitted plans for10investment
pmjﬂcts tcatallmg $40 million.
The projects, sited around
Phnom Penh, have now all been

approved. They include a glove-

making factory and beverage com-

pany, which may exportas wellas
serve. the Cambodian market.

A 14-strong business delega-
tion which visited last month was
also hlghly impressed by invest-
ment. Oppartumtm _ said
Chanthol L

Amc@ng the pm;ect‘; they were
interested in starting was canning

:agrmultura] pwducts and export*—_

mg S0y beans.
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