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THE WASHINGTON STATE KOREAN NEWS
ENGLISH PAGES

edited
by

Daeshik Yu

The following articles with 0 osin' .
Kore~n in" the April 11, 1984 ~~sue ~fv~ews on 1nt,:rracial marriages appeared in
head?ng, Are the International Marr' e Korea T1mes Seattle Edition under the
be DlScouraged?" THE WASHINGTON STA~~g:gR~N t~e Second Generation Koreans to
t~anslated version of these articles h . thEWS ENGLISH PAGES presents the
w11l have a chance to read about what ~p;ng at more young Korean Americans
about their future. e r parents' generation is thinking

"let's £1 iminate the Smoldering Coal of Discord"

By Chang Soo Kim Trans. DY
. ,Of all the difficult thin . . -

d1ff1cult is to find an ideal ~:r~~~~u~i~e~ 1n 11fe, what is particularly
reach the goal of a successful mar . om one overcomes many hurdles to
our. sons and daughters who grew u r~~ge an~ a happy.and ~ewarding life. For
del1cate problems arising from th~ ~er1ca, marr1age 1nvolves a variety of
we [the first generation] have not ~pec1~l cultural and social settings which
the children off in accordance with ~~~~~~~fe~ish~~~s, it is not easy t~ marry

let us first look at the
~dea or concept; it is,ratheres:e~ce?f marria~e itself. Marriage is not an
1ntellec~ual and emotional needs an~a~~;r;e It 1S a process in which the
and carr1ed out. It is continuit f . s of man and woman are expressed
very p:acti:al individual life, aY~t l;fe ~as~d on.mutu~l help. To lead this
able :lsks lS a must. Exchan es of ua re a~10~sh1P whlch imposes no unreason­
relatl0n between man and woma~ must ~he mos~ lntlmate emotions Possible in the
and above all, naturally A noble [ ~ car:led out physically, pSJahologicall
~rousal of sexual desire'might enabl P aton1c] love or momentary incidental y,
~n ~hoos!ng his or her spouse. But -~~rf:rso~ to go beyond national boundaries
be ,now 1t for an undeniable fact that ge:s not a momentary game or drama
aS1S of a philosophic notion or l' a marrl~ge cannot go on simply on the'

acutal process whereby a man and lterary sentl~entalism because it is an
~~~ s?lving !ts problems through ~b~~~~~t~~n~n ~~ierPhreting the meaning of life

er s emotlons and ideal s. Married 1. . W1 e t e coupl e pursue each
a long drawn-out process during which lfe lS a process of worldly realism-­
of values inclUding moral and religiOUSonceon9r?WSt,and matures, forming a system

V1C 10ns.
. It is my belief tha t a wa t .
,1\ to el iminate or minimize th~ f~c~~~rease the poss!bil ity of a happy marria e

~f;~r:~~~:~;;b~~~9o~;t~;t~ff_~~~~~~;~t:f!~~:!~~;~~~~~7;:10;n~1:~i~~~1c~~~il~ctS.
e 1st would be the difficulty i I d. e 0 ~ur chl1dren. The

nvo ve 1n dellcate and subtle
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feelings in a natural manner. The difference in language and in the way of
thinking creates a communication problem in conveying emotions and feelings
that are absolutely important to one's self. It is all too easy to imagine
the severity of loneliness and alienation if the spouse, a partner who shares
all things from the nearest distance, does not accept them with an open mind.
The second category of obstacles would different customs and life styles and
eating habits. Habits and life styles formed over a long period of time do
not change so readily as one would 1i-ke to think they do although, in theory,
they may seem simple enough to overcome. A marriage cannot last if one has
to hold back one's own feelings simply for love of spouse or if one has to
suppress one's impulses for the sole purpose of satisfying the other person's
comfort and taste. It is not easy to adapt to a life style that causes one to
feel tension and uneasiness, which at times bring about a feeling of dislike
or even hatred. While these difficulties can be avoided if rationally examined,
it may be too late by the time one begins to feel disappointed by them. Finally,
there is a familiar example we frequently see around us. We have often heard
about the bitter experience of married couples who unavoidably go through
conflicting personal relationships and the attendant sense of alienation.

The second generation Asians are often called "bananas"--yellow on the
surface but white inside. The analogy obviously refers to the second generation
Asians whose yellow skin contains in it the American way of thinking.

Many second generation Asians seem to think that they can adapt themselves
to the hiarachical society dominated by white Americans through interracica1
marriages, especially by marrying white Americans. But the banana analogy is
a good reflection of reality that is cold and cruel. It seems more reasonable
to improve the economic and social conditions and regain the basic rights on
the basis of the commonality of race.

The "Banana" generation is said to be moving into a "Bee" generation. The
Bee generation refers to a minority gorup who flap their wings and shoot the
darts of sting, if necessary, to let the world know of their existence. America
is a society with many good things, but it is also a society with many dilemmas.
The rich culture of the Korean race, the virtue of humility, and the beautiful
traditions and good customs, and the stable family system-- are not these
important legacies of the Korean heritage absolutely necessary for our life
in America?

"Nationality and Race are not Invincible Obstacles"

By Lina Lee Trans. OY

While living in America, you find yourself different in a number of ways.
This sense of being "different" from others who surround you comes from the
cultural diffrences that Korea and America have developed throughout their
history. I am sure every Korean.has at one time or another had the experience
of being stunned by lithe American way of thinking." But with the passage of
time, one begins to nod with some understanding to the American way of living.
This is because Koreans and Americans are alike in that they are human beings.
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Jqy husband was quick to understand at the utterance of a sing1 e word what
would have taken me several sentences to express mYself•. ~ language
learning process helped assure and enhance our mutura1 affection. The food
problem was solved in the same way. At first, he didn't like the smell of
~imchee, but after tasting a piece of it, he came to 1ike it even more than
I, and while ·learning each other's ways, we came to love each other more.

This 1s not to claim that international marriages are a panacea. I, too,
would like to encourage II\Y children to marry Koreans if that's possible.
Though an American himself, II\Y husband, too, keeps saying to the children,
"Korean women are the best wives." The real problem, however, starts when
parents begin to insist and .even demand that the children marry Koreans
even when they find the candidates unacceptable for marriage partners.
A happy marriage depends, not on the nationality or the race of the individual,
but rather on the common grounds of habits and environment. So long as customs
and socializing processes are not drastically different, one's nationality
and race not such great obstacles.

I might add 1n closing that it is also one of the great responsibiliti.es
of the parents to teach young people of marrageable age how to be responsible
for the decisions they make for their own 1ives.

:••••••L ._.. ._ _ ·······J
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The cOlllllOnality of humanity is what makes it possibl e for Koreans to live in
America, in Japan, in France, or anywhere else, and it proves that cultural
differences can be assimilated into new habits. Furthermore, there are many
people who hold vastly different value systems with a homogenous society like
Korea. Although in every society there is a common denominator of values, which
many of its members share, this does not necessarily mean that ther is only one
set of cultural values. It would not be too big an exaggeration to say that
without these different values, the continuous progress of mankind would have
been impossible. .

Marriage is one of the most important decisiontone makes in one's:life.
In whatever society you are brought up, your personal philosophy joins forces
with your unique individual values, and they serve as the criteria in choosing
your life partner. The reason why choo$ing a spouse brings about considerable
difficulty both to young people of marriageable age and to their parents is
that the immigrants live in a society which is neither Korean nor American.
They live in a sub-culture with its own peculiarities. The world of immigrants
is a ~namica1ly changing society with a mixture of many different values.
Some insist on a thorough acculturation based on the American way of thinking.
Others argue for a finn preservation of Korean cul~ure. And there are still
others who favor a happy balance between the two. Because of these wide ranging
values, the choice of a spouse in the immigrants' society becomes far more
complex than in a relatively secure society with less dramatic changes, making
the choice all the more ditficult.

As a parent whose ~hildren have reached a marriageable age, I frequently
come upon other parents agonizing over the problems involved with marrying off
their children. Time and time again since childhood, I too have heard about
the pride and self-respect of Koreans as one homogenous race. An overriding
concern for the parents here is "how to marry our children off to Koreans.
How can we discourage the young people from marrying out?"

But some of the parents tend to carry their wish too far, turning their
"wish" into· an uncompromisable goal. Up until now, in Korean eyes, international
marriages have always been the same as marrying,G.I.s. And this equation,
"international marriages equal GI marriages," seems to be responsible for the
tendency to look down upon international marriages. This kind of attitude
creates no small problem in the immigrant society, which stands mid-point
between American society and Korean society.

What we should guard against is the way of thinking that declares:
"international marraiges are absolutely out of the question," or "the :
difficulties involved in international marriages are insurmountable, there­
fore, all international marriages should be discouraged by 'all means."

Insisting on marrying their children off to Koreans, many parents
bring brides and bridegrooms from Korea. But the difference in cultural
environments and customs--the difference between two ways of life in Korea
and America--will undoubtedly become obstacles to their becoming happy couples.

In mY own case I came to the United States as a student and married an
American man. I had a lot of problems at first with food and language. But
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OffICeOf'lbe~
Cityof Seattle
Charles Royer. Mayor

PROCLAMATION

State of VVashin~on

PROCLAMATION

di 1
WHEREAS. the treaty. which was signed on May 22. 1882, established

p omatic relations between our two countries; and

WHEREAS, the Korean Consulate ratified ties of the friendship between
~~~::~l:~dand reinforced a cam-on dedication to the principle of peace and

WHEREAS, since 1977. Washington state trade with Korea has increased at
a rate greater than our trade with any other country; and

se lWHEREAS, regularly scheduled non-stop air service between Seattle and
an~u provides for the rapid exchange of tourists, businessmen, and cargo;

WHEREAS, Washington State, through the Friendship Force P
several large group exchanges of people with like minds and in~~~~~;h:~dhad

~~~~h ~.:c';':'~:: :::~s::r~:c:~,:a:~~;~'~':::h:-..-:'~·P;dl'
. WHEREAS, there is a growing Korean ca-unity in Washin t S

and a need for continuing friendly ties between the two c~u~~ti::~e
do he~' THERE1FOiRE. I, John Spellman. Governo~ of the state of Washington

y proc a mSaturday, April 24. 1984. as '

KOREAN DAY

in Washington State. and I invite all citizens to join in this observance.

Signed, this 26th day of March, 1984.
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WHEREAS, friendly and cordial relations have existed between
the United States and Korea for more than 100 yearsJ

and

WHEREAS, the growing trade with Korea is important to the
economic health of our citYJ and

WHEREAS, the people of both nations share a common belief in
the value of human dignitYJ and

WHEREAS, the people of Seattle believe deeply in the enormous
value of having many strong ethnic communities in
our citYJ and

WHEREAS, the more than 10,000 Korean Americans who live and
work in the Seattle area have made remarkable con­
tributions to the economic, social, and educational,
and cultural life of our citYJ

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHARLES ROYER, Mayor of the City of Seattle,
do hereby proclaim April 28, 1984, as KOREA DAY in Seattle in
tribute to our many Korean American friends.

co.OA~
Charles Royer

Mayor
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SEATTLE-WASHINGTON STATE
KOREAN ASSOCIATION
P, O. Box 249920 Seattle, WA 98124

Non·Profif9rg. ,
U. S.PO$'rAGE

PAI.[)/,

Seattl&,WA\
Permit No.9,l9

A NON·PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR THE KOREAN·AMERICAN COMMUNITY SINCE 1967
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