How Do We Know What We Know About How We Think ABlout Phiotography?

out of Frame: Who Took Renton’s Phoﬁ)gmp '

Opportuvity Strikes!

What if we equipped visitors to be critical in 1heir
consumption of interpretation?

Critical thinking is widely agreed upon as a valuable
skill directly useful v every facet of our lives
(Bowers, 2006, pAD). However, it is a difficult skill
to impart (Rudd, 2007, p.4@). T+ takes time +o
slow doww, to assess credibility, to ask why things
are the way they are.

WMuseums conld create that time and space. I fact,
musenms are particularly well situated as publicly
trusted institutions considered +o be credible sources
of nformation (Dilewschneider, 2014). Yet they
havew'+. Very few musenm exhibits include aspects
of critical thivkivg. Still fewer exhibits are desigued
with critical thinking at the forefrout,

Critical thinking is the™
application of kwowlcdl@"
+o new situations, the 8
consideration of different ™™
viewpoints, the evaluation
of options and evidence,

and having the motivation
and willingness to +hink

critically.

Adapted from Thonvey and Wontgomery's 2014 defivition of critical -l—lniwk.i%_&,',-
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what & How

The purpose of this project was +o create av
exhibit for a history museum that is inteutionally
desiomed to foster critical thinking,

The exhibit’s concept is “Feering through a
critical thinking lens; there’s more than what
meets the eye through the viewfinder.”

Thivkivg critically about... For an engaging twist
into thinking critically, visitors are invited to
“think like a Historian” about photography.

Bubble Diagram for

Out of Frame: Who Took
Renton's P/wtogra,n/z

The Deliverable

The fivished product is a fully developed exhibit
plan that is ready to install delivered v the form
of a PDT document.,

A selection of what the exhibit plan cludes:
individually designed ntroductory avd text panels,
nteractives directly associated with compovents
of critical thivking, artifacts chosen trom the
Rewton History Museum collection, and
Implementation instructions.

| Visitors +o
i be able +o
B he photo
B ot s/he

Jrl/]g Cut of Frame exhibit will
consider now +he perspective of
grapher influences +Hhe Photos
takes by the end of +neir Visit,

Visitors +o +his exhibit will be able +o

describe at leas+ one of the components of

critical thinking in +heir
| OWN Words
their visi+. e

Visitors will have an creased
mmdersmmiwg of the
and be able +o defi
their own words,

Historian profession
e “interpretation” iy

exhivit Specific Goals
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Timelive of Key Phases

NOVEMBER

Secure Host
Site and Thesis
Committee

FEBRARY - April

Rough drafts, editing,
thesis meetings

SEPTEMBER - JANUARY

Critical Thinking Research MAY
Desiguing panels
and labels

MAY

Final Edits A EARLY JUng
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Section 2 Tnteractive:
Evaluating Options and Avalyzing Evidence like a Historian

Iv this section, about halfway throngh the
exhibit, visitors are presented two
contradictory labels for the same image. This
Is an opportuvity for Vvisitors to practice the
eritical thinking skills tlus discussed throungh
intentional tangible action by casting a token
to vote for the interpretive label telling the
more whole story. Try it yourselfl Read the
two labels below and measure them both
against what vyou already know +o be true.
wWhich label wounld you vote for? wihy?

Felling a more whole story Felling a more whole story

NEXT ...

Unfortunately, this exhibit was ot able to be physically installed in the
space for which it was desigued. Alternatively, the vext steps would be
to stall the exhibit and evaluate the effectiveness of the
teractives i action to pleasantly communicate opportunities to think
eritically.
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