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The recent Asrmy oifensive apainst the guerriils logistic astwork
has disrupted rebel resupply elforis, but it siso ravealed
mMWMWIMnMMtﬂ
the insurgents. {$-NE).

WMM 'in
ay, Was at by poor secunity and by breakdowns in
command and control. Furthermors, resources for the nationwide

‘operation occasionaily were sireiched too thin, exposing some units

to easy ambush. Overali, the operation netiad small quaniities of
arms and ammunition at the cost of some 40 casuaities. {

A communications failure deisyed reinforcements to @ government
unit ambushed In Chalatenango Department; nine men were hit and
22"taken prisoner. The commanding officer, Colonel Ochos, later
apparently ignored orders not 10 pursua the guarritia force
responsible for the attack. {T'NF—

Comment: The Army still lacks sufficient forces and lsadership to end
the war soon, but it clesrly retains the upper hand In iis battie with the
insurgents. The just-completed operation probably will complicate
guerriila supply difficulties. {S-NE) .

The ambush of Ochoa's traops was the third in recent months. The
guerriilas probably hope to provoke Ochoa—~who is known for his

—into retatiating with a repressive campsign that
would antagonize the local population and damage the improving
reputation of the armed forces. (B NF)=CIA;-DIA-NSA-






