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I-- -- -~ two-week !>f(emllve, whlcb erldld on 
l:iicray, was halnperid at tlllliiS by poor l8GUl'fty and by bNlkdowns in 
command and control. Furthermore. mources for the nallonwfde 
operation OCC8llonally were ltrelched too thin, apoeing aome units 
to euy embush. <>veran. the oparatlon netted 11111111 ~tltles of 
llfllll Ind ammunition at the coat of some 40 casualties. ~ 

A communlcatlona failure delayed relnforcemen18 to a go'f8ml!M111t 
unit ambushed In ChlllatsnangO Department; nine men-. hit and 
22 'tlken prlsot181. The commanding officer. Colonel Ochoa, later 
apparently Ignored ordeni not to puraue the guerr1ua force 
l'llSPOllllble for the attac;k. ~ 

Comment: The Army stlll lac:ks suffk:lent forces and leadership to end 
the war soon. bUt It clearly retains the upper hand In Hs battle With tl1e 
lnsurDl'flls. The just-completed operation probably Will c:omp11ca1e 
guerrilla supply dlfficulties.1S-Nfl_ 

The ambuSh of Ochoa's troopS was the third in rec:eot months. The 
guerrlllas probably hope to provoke Ochoa-Who Is known for his 
~-Into retaliating with a repress!Ve campaign that 
would antaganlm the local population and damage the imprOVing 
reputation of the armed forces.($ Nf)-c:IA, Bii-. NS.A-




