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Plagued is a piece for a concert band based on the concepts, sounds, and emotions of the Biblical
plagues of Egypt. The composition explores coordinated physical movements in concert band
literature representing the loss of sanity resulting in the performers acting crazed, fearful, and
more alert. This piece also explores vocal sound effects in concert band literature, such as the
tongue roll “krrrr” weaving with percussion instruments that sound similar to the voiced gesture,
and the unvoiced “t” “k” sound effects representing a clock ticking. This piece is around seven
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Plagued
for the University of Washington Symphonic Band
composed by Melissa Wang

Plagued is a piece for a concert band based on the concepts, sounds, and emotions of the Biblical plagues of Egypt. The composition

explores coordinated physical movements in concert band literature representing the loss of sanity resulting in the performers acting

crazed, fearful, and more alert. This piece also explores vocal sound effects in concert band literature, such as the tongue roll “krrrrr”
weaving with percussion instruments that sound similar to the voiced gesture, and the unvoiced “t” “k” sound effects representing a clock

ticking. This piece is around seven minutes long.

Instrumentation
Flute 1 Bb Trumpet 1 Timpani
Flute 2 Bb Trumpet 2 Percussion 1
Oboe 1 Bb Trumpet 3 - Guiro / Frog Guiro
Oboe 2 F Horn 1 - Suspended / Crash cymbal (on
Bassoon F Horn 2 stand)
Bb Clarinet 1 F Horn 3 - Mounted Kick Drum
Bb Clarinet 2 F Horn 4 Percussion 2
Bb Clarinet 3 Trombone 1 - Wide Toothed Comb
Bb Bass Clarinet Trombone 2 - Ratchet
Eb Alto Saxophone 1 Bass Trombone - Snare Drum
Eb Alto Saxophone 2 Euphonium - Tom-Toms (3)
Bb Tenor Saxophone 1 Tuba - Concert Bass Drum
Bb Tenor Saxophone 2 Percussion 3
Eb Baritone Saxophone - Resonant Pot Lid
- Resonant Mixing Bowl
- Metal Cans (3)

- Water Bucket with Glass Bottle
- Crash Cymbals (handheld, 2)
Mallets
- Xylophone (hard mallets, brush)
- Vibraphone (bow, med-hard
mallets, hard mallet)
- Marimba (med-hard mallet)

Performance Notes
If performers miss a head direction change, be still and miss the passed head change, then perform the next head direction change.

Not all people possess the ability to produce the unpitched low tongue roll. If unable to roll the tongue, a breathy voice while
pronouncing the text “krrr” is acceptable.

Remind performers to be delicate and cautious of their instruments’ physical conditions when tapping their fingernails on their
instruments.

The resonant pot lid and resonant mixing bowl, struck with a medium-hard yarn mallet, should ring for 10-20 seconds.
Frog guiro may be substituted for the guiro.

The suggested tom-tom sizes are 18”7-14”-8”.

Metal cans are best played with drumsticks, but other hard implements are acceptable.

All performers do not need to have the KEY page, but it would be helpful for the conductor to remind or restate the KEY periodically.

Thank you to Bonnie Whiting, Shaun Day, Huck Hodge, Yigit Kolat, and my colleagues for their support and feedback.
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