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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL ATTORNEY QUK VANDETH (023-360-708)
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Eegal Atd of Cambodia (0ACT) protests that a poor family we represent Jias (o move front thoir

home because a long-used path o their house was illegally closed and the courts have so fr refused 1o ro-

apei 1,

in 1979, Mrs. Dong Can. now 80, and her family moved into a small unoccupicd house in
Phunom Penh, 10 Phom Toul Roka, Sangkat Chalk Ang Ra Krom. Khan Mceanchay., They later binlt a
targer house on (he lot and have bived i it since

I 3990, Mrs. Dong apphied in writing to the governmient for ownership of the property and
received o reecipt. Under the Land Law, these facts gave her full and exclusive right of possession of the
property. A possession right 1s similar 10 an ownership right except that o possession right can be lost by
three years abandoiiment of the property whercas an ownership right cannot be lost in this Way.

From 1979, Mrs. Dong and her family ¢rossed another lot to reach o govornment rond, They
used a path that became well-gstablished,

hnorder to make sure there would aever be objoction to their using this path, in 1997 Mrs, Dong

made a verbal agreement with Mr. Fang Mang Heang, who lives on the othier lol. The agreement was (had

Mrs, Dong would give im a small house and picee of fand in exchange for a permanent right to use 1he
path. Afler making the agreement, Mr. Fang took possession of the small house and lot

I 1998, Mr. Lang elosed the path. Afier he did, Mrs Dong complamed (o Phnon Pend

muhicipal court, She and her familv also began using o new path across two other parcels belongims 1o

(wo other familics. This new ]_‘)f_»lﬂl 15 HITTOW, difficult 1o nse. and mconvemoent (o 1!1(3 other Imtfl])iﬂ?'.
Based onthree legal points, we believe it s illegal for Mr. Kang to have closed the path:

. As mentioned, he and Mrs. Dong have an agreement it requires T 1o keep the path open.

2. Under the Land Law, ariicles 122 and 123, a parson in Mrs, Dong’s situation is gugranieed A
right to cross Jand such as Mr. Fang’s. '

3. Based on other cowrt cases. we believe that a path that has been used this long cannot be
closed. We recently concluded such a case in Chhbah Ampao in Phoom Penh, where the path remained
open based on a settlement agreement worked out by the judge

Considering all this, LAC belicved that at the conclusion of the case. a judpe would award Ms,
Dong, the right to cross Mrs, Eang’s land. For this reason and becanse closing the nath has caused her
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and her family great inconvenience. we asked the municipal court judge for a temporary order re-opening

- the path while the case continues, He refused. The L.-mut of /&ppmlq also refused.

Now, the owners of the two other Dr(mumq thm our c*llr. s have been telmporarily using atc
closing that path also.

In a few days, our clients will have to move out of their house because they will have no aceess (o

Furthermore, a5 of now (here 1§ po trigl sehicduled 100, given the courts’ refusal 1o issuc

temporary orders, do we have any idea whether our clicnts will be allowed to reach their house once the
case is over

LAC gtrongly protests this illepal and uncaring treatiment of a family that was simply trying o
make & life and was causing no problems 1o thetr neighbors.

LAC believes that there are many ofher situations like (his in Phnom Penhi. We call on the courls
and other government officials to resolve such problems so that people in Mrs. Dong's situation may
continuc te go 1 and out of their properlics as they long have
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