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Program Note

CELESTIAL CANOPY

I am sometimes asked how my pieces are inspired and there is no
doubt that poetic and visual metaphors often play a role in my
creative process. The image of a celestial canopy hovering within an
imaginary universe evoked for me qualities of spaciousness,
luminosity, fluidity, transparency and motion. These qualities served
as a reservoir of possible.modes of compositional-association and
relatedness as well as the inspiration for particular musical gestures.
The two movements comprising this symphonic tone poem are
characterized quite differently. The first movement opens with a
playful, almost teasing motif that quickly progresses to an exuberant
tutti followed by distinct chamber/orchestral juxtapositions. The
more dramatic second movement immediately following is *
introduced by a quite different orchestral ambiance - slow,
mysterious, contained, suspenseful - which gradually devolves into a
series of rapid harmonic and temporal transformations whose motion
is finally arrested by the brief coda played by strings, winds and
‘percussion.

CELESTIAL CANOPY was cormmssmned by the Bremerton
Symphony and completed in August 1999.

Diane Thome
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