
Land system (Chou-Ii) -1-

Plan§r~ ~o ch~nje kosol, sane
~- B~~-

(1 a. usinr the t.xt .,. Lin nn~,), ~i~ ;:J C -i, Taip.i, 1'72

Ti-kuan ~tf. h :2

p.'5, 5:la. starts off with the Chou-li!Ta-ss-tu(:l~1.1i ),~e~ti~n-
coverinc the first ,bree lines on p.,7 of the Lin yfri~it~~

This text portion descri1les the duties of the Ta-ssu-tu. On p.S7 of Lin Yin,

the Chou-Ii .entions that when the kinr estaB1ishei the state, they created

the ti-kuan ssu-tu to co..and his (own) sUBordinatesK and take charre of

instruction for the country (pa~o1f~ ), to assi'f the kinC in ukinc

the country (panrcukt~~ ) secure. The Ta-ssu-tu was an official attachei

to the kYOcwan~;3t. :official of im truction). Note 1, on p.'l of

the Lin Yin text, notes that he was one of the 6 chine (kyonc $f' ), an. that

he was in cha~ of education, taxation, and plOiuction.

The post of IIsiao-ssu-tu( /J \~1L )was filled .,. two .en of

chune-ta-fu( \~ 'f:-*' )rank. (lie was assistant to the Ssxu-tu).

-The portion of the texi .escriBes the uties of the Ta-ss-tu as 1Ieinr

in charee of ukine a ~p of the territory of the country, keepine recisters

of the population, as a means of assistinc the kine, in estaBlishinr the

s••te, to aaintain peace and order. (This initial phrase is left out

of pI ancye 's text). Panae 1IeCins with the next phrase which states that

the ~p of the land in the e.pire enaBles one to know the territory~

of the , chou an. the sise of each area, and it «istin~shes the special

products that are characteristic of different reeions. These recions are

descriBes in 10 characters, which later are crouped in pairs, civinr five

~jor reocraphical types, each with a istinctive XRK set of flora, fauna,

and h1lJlans. The~/r~)tains-forests ( J.!I #. ), rivers....rilIl.s

()1\~ )'" pre~ip[~s?over water)-low plains (tt~1t ),
and high-plains--ponds i. lowlands ( T\S ~. ). lie also JtbthlRishes'if, fm.
has knowlecice of (IaaPaces) the various 1Q!Q in the e.pire (pane-ku0jrlj ),
the cities and the varicns types of fiefs (appanees etc.) (tu-Pi%r~).
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Dy P'an'eYe's footnote, citine

area,,,,hich accordinhly was O8.e.

Chene HS'iian ( ) to the effect that the aap of territory is sitilar

~~~-~'(~\~~.:t~JIl ). Note in.luees

closses in tems for low ani hiCh plains, which were territorial 'Donn aries,

The Ta-ssu-tu also .... UlGI marks off the Dounaary for the capital proTince

(trkue the kine is locate ) anci .ics a aoat anci piles up earth to aake

a wall. Ek••IwfBx« (kou-fenc~~1r). He then esta.lishes an earthen altar

to the rod of the soil~ajikf~ ane rrain, ani he desi_ted a 1ol'le

:IaInd: tree ",hich the Cod of earth could inha.it (ch~nju \Jl~, for which

-foowk.ilblll Lin Ii.n's translations of this portion, on p.106, translates

~ III as kaup(~~ and three rraees of .h'aeji(t-:tt?--). I relllelllOor

that he interprets l2! as fiefs of this sort the first time the term appears

at the -.ecinnin« of the text. Check on this.)

on the word for diCCinC out a aoat and pilinC up earth, which ",ere also used

f for'bouniaries... Chenc closses sajik as the cods of earth (hou-t'uft:t:.)

\11 -" .
ani the t' ien-chenc( u.t-~ :another Cod of earth?); and closses t' ien-chu

....(IS-~ )as the pJa. ce where the hou-t' u and the t' ien-chene resi«e••• )

-P'an'ae next skips over the following sectim which «escri-.es the different

flora, fauna, and huaan inha itants characteristic of the 5 eeorraphical types

and which sets up 12 aethoas for COTerninc the people in these areas, i.e.

rituals, ceremonies, "Ub"WMlb teachincs, ausic, punishaents, warnincs etc.

-P'an'rye picks up the text acain on p.,S of the Lin lin text.

-By the aethoi of distincu1shinC the Tarious areas with their unique

characteristics of i flora, fauna, ani huaan inhaBitants, one distinruishes

the names of the products ani thinrs of 12 areas (of the soeiacal charts,

'by ifhich early kines ",ere suppose to have laid out territo~Li lin f .n.36)
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(,

(Lin Yin,
pp. '8-")

By means of usin~ ceomancy to settle on the sites for people's houses, one

then knows what will te of tenefit, and. what of harm to them; there.,. causing

the people to mu1tipl,.?the animals to multiply and the ie.sxawM trees and plants

to grow, leading to the development of all thin~s pertaining to t he lana.

ani (crain) production. (i i. t'osavAtf4:.±1 ).

Anti e.istinguish the plants that are suited for planting in the 12

different areas and know their varieties, and teach the people to BkxBt plant

fruit trees and the varieties of grain•••

(P'an'gye then skips over the next section that deals with equal

or equitable tribute taxation of the products characteristic of the 5 regions.

This section mentions" grades of tax on the 5 products (p:rociucts of the

five regions), local tribute, tax collection, and equali2in~ the financial

administration and fiscal system for the whole empire etc.i The last part of

this section deems with setting off the capital or royal provincial domain,

to be marked off with :kim trees aM to be an area 1,000 Ii square, Then

survey the land. The lana of the various kung(ChU-kung.J~) will 'be

500 Ii sauare, and the kunC will tale half the crop as tax (ch' i shih che fan

~~t ); the land of the eh1l-hou (feudal 10~S) "ill Ioe 400 li square,

and they will take 1/3 the crop in tax; the chu-po (~{G ) will have land

""300 Ii square, and will take 1/3; the chu-t2u(~~ ) will have land

200 Ii. square, with 1/4 the crop in tax; the hhu-nan(~ '$ )will have

land 100 Ii square with 1/4 the crop.) (It's possi Ie that P'an'gye left this

out since it descri'tes a feudal fom of enfoeffllent that was not appl:ic ane

to the Ii dynasty.) ~ ..t-
-("ext res"""s): Then;you make (estalolish) the tU-12i(~~ ), 5\~~

recu1ate their territories, an. (set off their .ounoaries) '''';'' J;lin« up / ~ ty

earthen mounds am digging moats' (ditches), and you regulate them in accordan~

with the number of housen l~. (f.n. 54, ~p. 103-104 has seTeral ~losses,

but the longest says t hat the popoulation is counted and an attempt is
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IlBde to fit the si~e of the adlli.nistrative territorial unit • to the

population, or move the population around so that there is a fit between

administrative unit si~e and population living in it.)

-ti~~Ll"For land which is cultivated every year (pu i chih Iilifi ~ ),
. ~

(each) hoom eholdx (will be ~iven) 100 .ou. FBI" land which lays fallow one

year (i i chih chih -~~, (each) household will be (<<iven) 200 lIOU,

an for land which lays fallow two years, each household will De given 300 moue

it "by means of thener of households" means what lIri 'belongs to the ~un

~6- •
(chu-hsiln.,rt....f#)2.Jj at is meant Dy land ihich is cultivated every year

means t hat households are given 100 mou of the 'best land (etc.» ••• )

(end of text partion)

r tt(~.kJl1
I N,,~ P'an'ae's commentaI7: The term tu-pi .eans the ts'ai 1'1==~

;~ 1~ of royal princes, ltunc, ch'inC and ta-fIl(1 ~l/i\i1e.p i:.5t
('l~~ ~frI~r.

J~:<\l Their Doundaries are called tu-pi, and. it is where they live. "To re~te

<.~

~~

(Text): Then you iivi e up tasks pertaining to the <nltivation of land

)

).

and estaslish official posts for officials aiministering the land, and regulate

the tax rates on land woduction (chih '-kung~J~1t), and see to it

that everyone does his est to fulfill his function. And .y .eans of the

(aDove-mentionea) official regulations governing land, you administer

(carry out) the orders (issue. by the king). (End text)(Followed 'by short

note by P' an' rye on the aDma, which «oesn' t add IlUch.)

-P'angye skips next section of the Ta-ss-tu, pp. ,8-100 of Lin Yin.

The first part of this gives twelve methods for dealing with relief, such

as «ist~.uting rrain, lowering taxes, lightening rorvee, followed by 6

methods of varing for those in distress, like the aged, the orphaned young, the

poor and sick etc. ; six methods of using old customs to make the people

safe and secure. This is followed. 'by a passage providing fer a hierarchical

syste of organi~ation for mutual aid and security. 5 chia *or households
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to make 1 pi(oga wi Pi~~~ which wouls 'be ma e to support each other

mutually. The 5 pi would be organhed into a 1ii (r; )in which

pa:p1e would exchange favors (support) with each other. 4 1ii wouli make 1 tsuv5t )

in which people vou1d share costs and 1aDor involved in funerals. 5 tsu woula

...ke I ta1ll:( t )for mutual relief in times of disaster. 5 tan~ would ...ke

1 ChOU(~ ) in which weop1e wouls provide for each other (alms) in times

of trouble, like weddings and funerals. 5 chou would ...ke a hsiang(3etf )
in which the eminent and worthy (virtuous ani ta1a1 ted) men wou1 De

ga;hered and given respect

-this section followed. in the Chou-1i .;r 12 tasks that should be done to

elevate the peopme of the country-planting rice, trees, making wooi etc.

This followed by three things with which to instruct the people-the first

being the 6 virtues (knowledge, humaneness, sageness, duty, loyalty, harmony),

the second being the 6 forms of 'behavior or compDtrtment-fi1ia1ity, friendS:!. ip,

marriage, trust, compassion; and the third i the six ski11s--rites, music, archery,

horsemanship, writing, calculations (arithmetic)

-this section followed By the 8 forms of punishment to keep the people in

line

-Omission of this section might indicate that Plan'ae not much

interested in the hierarchical mutual-aid form of organization, even though

I l!le1ieve he refers to it in the first part of the SUrok)

al'5:1b -Planlrye picks up the te~~ with the ~siao-ssu-t~, p.1l of the Lin Yin

text. This portion 'begins by descrilDing the functions of the Hsiao-ssll-tu

which seem to be the keeping of population censuses and pmperty registers

for purposes of tax accounting, keeping military service ranks in order,

handling labor service, catt!zug bandits and criminals, re gulating taxes.)

-plan'gye begins with the discussion of the well-field system:
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'5, 5:1•.J1f In managing (laying out) the land, divide the fields into ching and mu

eCq- (ll~±~?tJJt «m~)
Q!.n Yin, note 13, states that ching-mu refers to the land system

c:.g,; (Of Chou times; that. in ,areas with high precipices overlooking water and lowlands

~~j )with ponds (*Wr~~menMde up a !!!.U; and that on the natlands , men

~ll fome d a ching. However, the land varied in fertility so that one household

would receive 100 mou of the gighest quality land, which had no fallow periods
200 1Il0U of

and was cultivated every year; or a household would be given/midele-rarik

quality land that lay faa>l()1 for one year, or 300 mou of low quality land

that lay fallow for two years. The mY indicates land with precipices overloOkong

water and with low lands with ponds and was equivalent to middle-rank land

that lay fallow for one year. Therefore 3 households received the land for

6 people, and 2 lIlY was equivalent to 1 ching of high quality land. The term

ching-mu refers to the land system, w.t in this phrase it is used as a verb,

meaning to divide up and allocate land (as ching and mu) in accoxrlance with

this system]

), by which agriculturala II (r~
(developed) and b-xm!XlIDJODUlqp"i kung and ru taxes

); and 4 hsien make

Nine men make up a ching(~ ) and 4 ching make an i (e- ); 4 .1

make a ch' iu( 5i- ); 4 ch' iu make a 1i!m( liE) ), and 4 ]1.wl m ke

a hsien( I~-
VfY1,

production is promoted

are collected, and the land tax is collected.

(Lin Yin, note 14, p.113. the kung-ru refers to the 8 kung of the 1ft-shih

(l'1Jit )and the' f'n of the Ta-tsai(-K.\l ). Mote 15, p.1l3:

the phrase ( ~j ~b ~ ,t) means that the~n on 1 ching each receive 100
'rfurJN.Jr ~~i" ,.

mou of land and pay a 10% ta.x(~~{t--+, wh ~ is equivalent to the peeent

land tax.)
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'Y~ Z1
*\b,::..

95, 5:2A~ P'an'gye's camentary: The phrase :Dol tso tu-pj (AA~) refars

~. to the ching-t' ien (well-fields) of the ts' ai-ti system( ~t.t:!:2.-~J ). It, ~

differs from the (ordinary) hsiang(1 ), and for this reason they

gave importance to the creation of / 2'~~o'-~~J\ -:@/& )
f,tbiK~ ~ ;1 ~ ~
~y-Qffbileel t7e managelit andAestablishea five ditches and moats as Bound-aries far

.. I( them. The system (layout of the land) WiS like the shape of the character, ching,

~0-6-} from which the name ccmes. Cheng ssu-neng(~ ) says thet the

J,ll' . term, ching:J!!ll, is whet the Ch'un-eh'iu chllan( 11~ )__ describes

'.~f; ~. as ~llJ.ng, which were lowland fertile areas (1tf '*'- )and !!ll which were

~ low marBhlancl.s ancft high plataaus areas (gjA ,~... ). According to
hPA J r· --;r-

~\,~ (Clieng) IIsilan ( ~ ), on marshland Platedand ('>~.),~
uf) a !!!.U and 2 !!ll are equivalent to l~. ~ present~ tn-pi ~!e,!e3:8l'!8

AML . . (quf) it: ('f6.J ItIMI¢~~~1
~Ple's land (min-t'ienlfi~~iloo""'" categories of n:;~riod'
one year's fallow period, and two year's fallow period ... all in accm-dance

~ ~

mu
with two (units of/land) 'being equivalent to one (unit of ching land?).

With regard to %Xix what is called ching and mu, in the Hsiao-kang of ancient

Hsia, in ",(t"i.!y' ~L~~ ~S~·.. )it is thl.~
that for 1 ch' eng( ~ ) of laDE1 (tien \'8 ), there was 1 tsu( ,J~ )

of people. If you hand 1 tsu of people and 1 ch'eng of land, then the

ching-mu system existed in the prehistoric age (son' go 'ft,"'f5- ). ~ men

making up 1 ching consisted of land 1 Ii square managed lty 'men. 4 ching

\. i) M~M/' made up an 1, which was 2 Ii square. 4 i lIaae up a Ph' iu which was 4 Ii

"IVV"'" ~ square. 4 ch' iu made up a~(lID) ), which was 8 Ii square. By adding

) 1 11 to each side, you get 10 11, which was a ch'eng{ ~ ). On 100

\~~ ching with ~1J:t '00 men, 64 clling with its 576 men paid the land tax

'-t~, ~' (chonseID~. 36 ching with its 324 men took care of ditches (~ ) •

4 tien( Iii:) ) made up a hsien, which was 20 Ii square. 4 hsien made up

a .:E!, which was 40 Ii square. 4 tu was 80 Ii sqU!!'ee. If you add 10 Ii to
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~5, 5:2a each side, you get 100 Ii square, which made 1 tlung( (~ ). (An area of)

10,000 ching had '0,000 men (on it). (Of this area), 4,()C)6 ching with its

36,864 men paid the land tax, while (the reamining) 2,304 ching with its

20,736 men took care of the ditches, and (also ehe remaining) 3,600 ching

with its 32,400 men took care of the water? ( ~ ~). The ching-t'ien

(well-field) system was used (throughout) a whole tlong, Dut at present

(during the period of the Chou-Ii?) it stops at (is confined to) the 1Ya.

The tax rate on tSlai-ti(*~ ) is in every case 1/4 (of the c:Ep).f'llhis

is (was) ~
~+;8m;::xn app3:1ed ito lmo( )..in tftP88 g;redes of i!QQ aell (HaWS ,tee'

eiiriaea b±o) :4: jmJ 'tAe 181'8 "ME Oil 3: Jm was paId Lo the king ( )

With regard. to this system, it was organi2ed in three grades. In
iQ every?

territories (kuo l1ZL ) of 100 Ii, the land tax on one c£~ 4 El was paid

to the king. In territories (kuo) of 50 Ii, the land tax of 1 o~ (every)

4 hsien was paid to the king. And in territories (kuo) of 25 Ii, the land

tax on 1 of (every) 4 tien( ~ ) was paid to the king.

~: ~:2~. _,.I Ti-Shih(~f ) W.;:i:,~sl;"~'t~he .i;~~i .f- ~
ll-j I~~ir agriculture anaal hus.and~(neng-au heng-wu [)(f __ ~). lung( ~'"2.

...~ refers to the (wood) products of the mountains and IIarshes. Fu(~ )

;~J(f. refers to sending ou.t cart-w.n(teaasters?t~ and giYing (requiring?)

miscellaneous labor serTice. (N.B. This is where the T'ung-tien footnote

stops, p.lo.J:, topi. But Pangye Is footnote continues with what is the

aa.in text in the pre'fious parag11lPh of the Tlung-tien, p.', sht*hg col. 3,

starting with Ssu-ma~ fa ••• )

--7 The .ethod of Ssu-_a(Ssu-ma fa~~~) (protides) that 6 faet Jlakes

1 step (jl& ~ ), that 100 po IlSkes a .ou (~~ ), that 100 l1lOU IlSkes

a rue~ ), that 3 ru( 1?:... ) Jlakes a ya(~ ), that 3 ya ~kas a ching

~ ..,,\: '- ~~J'\r.M.
(~ ), that 10 ching makes a t IWlg(.ill ),~nd that a t Iung includes

30 horses, 1 chia-Shih(~<..-:t: ), and 2 runners (tu~ >9 10 t'ung ....ke

a ch'eng( ~ ). (departs fro_ T' ung tien again). i (A chIang) includes
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).

.
W~

100 Ch~g with 300 households, 1 leather? cart, 10 shih( ~ ) and

20 ~e~u 11!:.1). (Back to T'ungtien) 10 ch'eng make a chung( ~_~
(Departs fro. T'ung-tien-appears to lte taking figures from later portion)

(Within a chung) there is 1,000 ching i with 3,000 households, 10 leather? carts,

100 §.hj.h ( -t-) and 200 runners (tu~ 10 chung ake a t lunge • {~,
which is 100 Ii square, includes 10,000 ching, 30,000 households, 100 leather

carts, 1,000 shih( {- :warriors?) an 2,000 runners (infantrymen?~ ).

(END OF NOTE in Pangye text). (The T'ung-tien has a lot more subdivisions going

up eeyond the t' ung; these are not includeu in this~ Pangye text)

(Next comment seems to De that of P'angye himself, the first time thus far):

At the present tiae, I consulted the Chgun-Ch'ilDf chuan~~1t),
(which defines) IlU (~ ) as (l"fjl t ), and ching(# )as

(q;iJ* ). Lin !ao-su( ~)_ has ~ cOllJlenta7J, ~~lj;h :ys) that(\!.l )lIBans land which is (~7Ilr7~~iJ~./]~*)aeans

land which is (!f ~-2-.~). Thus, (he takes) ching-t'ien as the (• ...±)
of recent times. (He, it?) also says that the ching and lIU in the Chou-ll ;~

.jf ~1!f"
mem s that land which can "e cultivated is called ching, and land on which

1@11'
animals can 'kle raised is called mu, 'Dut oth of these explanations are

different from what Mr. Cheng (lisfuum) has to say.

P' an' gye now resumes with the Chou-Ii text, picking it up right where

the T'ung-tien resumes with it. that is, at ch. 4, p.13l of the Lin Yin it text,

the Ti-kuan Ssu-tu, hsia section.

Th~ Tsai-shih(t i-f) is in charge of of the laws pertaining to

(ren-~1£ :t.: promoting the cultivation of land in accordance

with its fertility, topograph;}," anc special characteristics and o'btiining

tax revenue therefrom). He divides up the land in accordance with its

particular use and assigns the different types of land different fumctions,
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and collects all states taxes fl'ODl it. (tai ch' i Cheng-Ung~t ~~ ).
Footnote: (this footnote is a verbatim copy of the footnote in the

T'ung-tien) The footnote defines jen-t'u as growing things on land in

accordance with its characteristics and collecting taxes (kung-ru) thereffo••

Defines wu(~ , in the phrase wu ti-shih~~) as t*}ing the earth

with ~ in order to determine its characteristics and then assigning

territory its proper f'unction, whether as farming land, land for animal

husbandry, or mountain-forest lane..)

Returns to text (same as in Chou-li and TH'ung-tien):

Be takes land in the middle of the country and mxkKx sets it asi«e

for hoosehold land (ch'an-ui't. : Lin Yin cites Sun I-rang~i~

oOlllD1entary which states that ch' an refers to househol land for

cOJDlloner peasants, merchants and artisans, and Ii refers to household land

~o
t')\ .. f

for shih-ta-fu et. al.) He takes empty land outside the city gates i ~t

inside the snbnrbs ( ~~ ) and,oses it for ch' ang-po(~ !~
Lin Yin, n.4, p.132 cites Chiang-pingZI~ that this ie one of the

, categories of land use, land for growing fruit trees and vegetables,

which is pot under the charge of Ch'ang-jen(~ ~).))

He takes land in the near SUburbs and uses it for house land (~ fEl :
Lin Yin, f.n. j 6, cites Cheng Hsftan to the effect that this was iHd household

-Extra (illegtt.?) sons of officialsall got 50 mou as a standard amount.

lana given to retired officials, who gave up their salaries upon retirement),

for shih-t'ien( -:f;:-lR : Lin Yin, f.n. 7, p.132, notes that this shih
\

~u~V' shonld bt4:t~d~ ~ -;\::: ), meaning - land for employed offie 101 s, the

~ ~ II' so-called ( ~ \':tl )· I n ancient times the ching, ta-fa and shih all received

50 mou of land in order to provide for ancestral ceremoniis, a nd this was
kuei-t'ien

7.a7~e1 (tt:B..)· Cites SUn I-rang to the effect that the (tm)of

~ffiCials (ming-Shi~1:;), which was called ( klmi-t'idS"lS

given to the sons of shih (officials) and to unemployed officials. And they
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also got land, but it was limited to 20 mOUe The Han-(shu) shih-huo-chih talks

about households of shih receiving land (for) 5 persons, which w as equivalent

(to that for) 1 farmer. These numbers were universally called t'ien (land?).

And the ching ta-fu were also called shih.), and for merchant land (ku-t' ient ffi
Ljn Yin, f .n. 8, p. 132, hhtJOrds cites Cheng Ifsiian who says t his was

for merqhants, who did not engage in agriculture, but whose sons did.),

He took land from the distant surburbs and used it for petty official
....

land (kuan-t lien t;' rn : Lin Yin, f .n. 4:), p.132, cites Cheng Hs'ftan who,")- '\

s~ these were commoners who were given posts as fu( f{;f ), shih(.!/::... ), clerks

(t )and runners ( tu ~). The regular official gave them some food

as a salary, and they were exempt from agriculture, but their sons cultivated

the land and were given land allotments.), for ox land (niu-t' ien+m;
Lin Yin, f.n. ~ cites former and latter Cheng who dispute whether this was

grazing land given for raising oxen, or fanning land for the sons of ox

raisers to cultivate.), for reward land (shang-t'ien~ J:B : Lin Yin,

f.n. la, p.132, reward land for peoPlle with merit), and for grazing land

(mu-t' ien ~ffi ).
(Lin Yin, f.n. 12, pp. 132-33 is a gloss on the meaning of "far sU'burbs".

He says that land up to 100 Ii from the center of the country was called

"far sUburbs", and within 50 lik, "near suburbs". Within the territory

up to 100 Ii (far surburbs), 6 hsiang were establishes witha population of

75,000 households. The categories of house land, official land, petty

official land, and ox land \i~re as if.:,.ned from the near surburbs, and the

land up to the far suburbs were the rest of the land of the 6 hsiang.)

He used tien land (tien-ti~~: Lin Yin, f.n. 14, p.133, glosses

this as land outside the surburbs, beyond a distance of 100 Ii from the center

of the country, but within a distm ce of 200 Ii) for public fiefs (kung-i I~~

Lin Yin, f.n. 13, p.133 says t his land was outside the surburbs but within

the tien-ti area; it was land left over after the assignment of land to the



) for the footnote.
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to the 6 sui(~ ) set aside for 75,000 families, and the son of heaven

put the ta-fu in charge of it. It was different from. the ts' ai-i (~-J::(fz. )

that was controlied by private households and chia-chlen(~~). However,

some land that "ISS outside the liml in some of the hsien-chiang(' Iil~ 'i:
u:r'th~

frontier hsien) that was not assigned to princes and kung-ching ta-fu as

tsfai-t'ien, as large and small cities (ta-tu, hSiao-tu-k-/J''fand as
, ", 1)/40 /)

chia-i (~~ ), as alsOllJi regarded as kung-i)

He took shao-ti(~$ Lin Yin, f .n. 16, p.133, land between 200-300

Ii from the royal capital) and used it for xkbrDd: chia-i(~~: Lin Yin,

f. n. 15, p.133, the ts' ai-ti ( *,:lil!1.. )of the ta-f'n). He took hsien land

(Lin Yin, f.n. 18, p.133, land between 300-400 1i from the royal capital)

and used it for small ;~ti.. (hsliho-tn/~ ',%f: Lj n Yin, f .n.;.7, p.133, the

ts' ai-ti of the ching(~lr ))· And he took chiang--ti ( ttl~ :Lin

Yin, f.n. 20, p.133, land between~ 400-500 Ii from the royal capital)

and used it for large iY (ta-tu~: Lin Yin, f.n. 19, p.133, the ts'ai-ti

of the kung ( ~\ ), the t is the shih-i(4f&- )giV~n to princes of

the same mother and illegitimate royal sons (shu-tzu ~'$r )).
~ P'an'gye's footnote: i i (differs from the footnote in the T'ung-tien):

-Most are glosses on te~ in the text, and are about the same as the

commentary of Lin Yin

-he mentions that shih-t'ien(~~ ) is the land obtained by

ana cultivaw'd by t he sons of shih-ta-fu. Both Lin Un and the T'ung-tiell8,

ch. 1, p.10, top column, footnote note that shih in thiS context means

an active official (shih (.j::.. ), as opposed to the house land( tt fEb
which was given to retired officials. P'an'gye, however, glosses

II

house lano as land for the people, since the word, house", means

"the houses of the people". Curious that he should use this interpretation

sinee the T'ang dynasty T'ung-tien text has a different interpretati on.
~ .u...

Yes, P'an'gye)Q~ cites Cheng Ssu-neng(~r ~ i.
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96, 5:3b

,

-Also, P'an'gye's HXBXB use of the term shih-ta-fu for what seems to

mean "active official" or 'incumbent official" gives an indication of

what he means by sadaebu in the earlier portions of his text.

-his footnote also glosses "official land" fi (kuan-t'ien ~ttl ) with the

phrase, "land cultivated by the kung-chia( I t:... \~ )".
-next he picks up the fmm comentary of Cheng Hsuan on merchant house

land ix (ch'an-t'ien), and this is verbatim with the commentary in the

T'ung-tien, which starts off with thiS, but 40es not at~tibute it to

Cheng HsUan.

-\~OOPS. Under Cheng HsUan's commentary, he has the latter's views

on the meaning of "house land" as land given to reti red officials (th' ih-shih

1t..{±::. ); that the land they received was called kuei-t'ien( t.ID ),
and citing M"ncius (as the T'ung-tien does), notes that Mencius stated

I.~ 50 mou of
that from the ching( .~~ ) on down, all (officials) received/kuei-t'ien.

Also, that kuan-t'ien (office land) was land given to commoners who were

given posts as petty officials (see Lin Yin)

-also, in accoraance with the Lin Yin xm footnotes, states that kung-i

r I '\. "",. \ ~
\.. ( 1/\ e-> was leftover land in the 6 sui(~ >which the son of Heaven

had the ta-fu manage. From this point on (outside), all (land) was the

tS'ai-ti(~~Of the ta-fu, in other words, the Chia-i(~~). And

also that hsiao-tu refers to the ts'ai-ti of the ching(~~I ), and

ta-tu refers to the ts'ai-ti of the kung( I~ ), or the s ·h-i of the
~

royal princes. Chiang (~ ) refers to territory within :o~ li of •

the capital province Jl (Chi-chieh?~\~- ) -.r -M.~+ 'f(.u ~,,:"' ••-.J..~
~~ .,w /Iu.J -i~. ~~ I ·~/J

-note goes on to say that the 9 categories of land (house lan~ for

retired officials, land for incumbetn officials, merchant land, land

for petty officials, ox land, eeward land, and grazing (animal raising) land

were all given to (assigned to) a single man, that is, half a farmer.

Cites the Shih-huo-chih (of the Han-shu?) to the effect that a one-man

(farming household received land, and if his family had several sons, the

\other men received land allotments on the basis of individual persons. In
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96. 5:3b the case of official (shhh ~ ), artisan~ and merchant families~ 5 persons

(in these families) were equivalent to a single (male) farmer.(neng-fu)

(END OF NOTE)

Returns to the main text of the Chou-li~ ch. 4, which the T'ung-tien

does not do. on
With regard to taxes levied i;llIX&K~~Xxxiulland~~~
f7bere is no Cheng(~~ ) tax on kUO-che(~~ :~tate houses.

Lin Yin~ f.n. 21, p.133 cites Cheng HsUan says this refers to palaces

managed by officials~ houses given to officials~ and places or buildings

managed.) ~t (The tax) on fruit and garden land and

) is 1/20; that on land in the near suburbs is

1/10, that on the far suburbs is 3/20, and the taxes on land in the

tien (~ ), ShaO-hSien(~~... ) and tU(~ ) is no more than 2/10.

It is only that the cheng (tax) on the (~ ) treea land is 5/20."

And that kuo-che (state houses) are houses xmxxkKx inside the (capital)

walls. Cites Cheng HsYan that palaces owned by officials were managed by

that jen-ti(1~~ ) means to levy taxes land

Glosses cheng as tax. Cites Cheng Ssu-neng
on

P'an'gye's footnote:

li (petty officials). That the Chou levied light taxes on nearby areas

and heavy taxes on distant areas, and heavy labor service on near areas.

The reason why taxes were light on garden and merchant land was because

no grain was raised on merchant land, and there was little profit on

garden land (fruit and vegetables). (End note) (This note not in this

place in k the T'ung-tien)

Returns to main text of the Chou-li~ ch. 4, which the T'ung-tien

does not do.

"On houses that do not have trees or mulberry bushes or flax ~

dt<f<t.%: Lin Yin , £.n. 24, p.133), there is a~~fY\
~ .~ • <rei-ta", (li-pu'l.1f ~Lin Y.in. Ln. 25. p.133, cites Huei Shih-chi

;f(:> ~! (~)( ~I --±: ) and Chiang ling ( /'1.~ )). On land which is not

cultivated, a household millet tax is paid (~~" ).(Lin Yin, f.n. 26, p.133



Land system (Chou-li) -15- P'an'gye surok, ch~nje kos~l, sang

cites Cheng HsUan that a punishment or tax fine of millet ~ equivalent

to three families was levied on empty land. In ancient times under the

well-field system, three men made a house( l ), and three houses

made a ching (well-field), and for that reaSon Cheng HsUan stated that

a millet tax on houses was a millet tax on three families. Sun I-rang

stated that the millet tax on land Without tree,s mUlberry bushes or flax

also ought to have paid tax at a rate from 1/10 to 5/1p, paying millet

in cheng tax in accordance with (the number of) mou, etc. Chiang Ying

says the same, and in accordance with the commentary of both Sun and Chiang,

Lin Yin believes that the ~-pu and the WU-SU~~) were both regular

taxes. Even t hough land without trees and land which \vas not cultivated

was overrun and did not produce grain, it did not escape taxation, but

a punishment or fine was levied on it.)

Men without (regular) jobs paid a cheng tax on menand families

(fu-chia~~). (Lin Yiq, Ln. 27, p.l33, these are

people without regular occupations, the lazy vagrants)(f.n. 28. states

that the fu-chia chih cheng (*-ii. ~iE:. ) refers to fu-pu(*-if )
and hsien-su( 00 t :idlers grain tax). The fu-pu was a mouth-cash

tax (\~~L ), a nd the hsien-su etc. were land taxes. In general,

when the commoners were given houses and land, they became fU-Chia(~~
and there were cheng taxes on land and on labor. Idlers who had no occupations

did not manage agricultural or garden land, so they were penalized with

(

the payment of the hsien-su, which was equivalent to a land tax. And

the idlers who had no labor service were penalized with the payment of

a fu-pu, which was equivalent to a labor service tax (li-cheng'!J 1:lE). )
(PG footnote): Cheng Ssu-neng says--glosses households without-hair

as meaning those without trees, mulberry, or flaxi also explains li-pu

) as being cloth 2 inches XmD wide by 2 feet long, that was

which to buy goods, and which was sometimes called
(~*
used as currency with

pu-ch'ien (~ ~<- ). Then cites Che H Ung s an who wrote that
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land was penalized with a tax in millet

96, 5:3b

5:4a

households with no trees, mulberry, or flax were penalized with a cash

penalty (equivalent to?) 25 households (living in) 1 li; that empty

equivalent to 3 households; and

that idlers ~hout jobs seemed to have paid a fu-shuH1t~ ) .Q::;;.tax

and hOUS~d t~x. The fu-shui was a tax on 100 mou, and the chia-shui

or household tax required furnishing cartment? for misc. labor service.

(END NOTE)

And from time (to time), fu taxes were levied.(by the Tsai-shih)

l\~ ~ !SiD .h. .J;-
As for lU-shih( iJ 1~1f), those without mmha jobs paid the fu-pu(1'-~1? )

(This last phrase is an abbreViation or condensation of the next section

of the Chou-li, p.134 of the Lin Yin text, which explains the dut¥es of the

LU-shuaiC l&.l~f :not the lU-shih, as in p1an'gye1s text) This section

states thet the lU-shuai was in charge of the people of the m four su~bs

and the numbers (of people?) in the 6 grazing areas, and that his responsibili ty

was to use their labor in order to collect taxes for the state.

(i jen ch'i ii, i tai ch'i cheng-ling Ito,.(1f.itbJ V'A. V-tt~ ),
and at times he would collect the fu tax. He then divided up respo~bilities

for various types of production and levied the SUitable tribute on them.

Farmers cultivated the land and paid tribute (kung) on the 9 grains, gardeners

(pu l~ )raisied trees and paid a fruit and febetable tax; artisans

made things and paid tribute in utensils. merchants conducted business

and paid tribute in cash (merchandise); shepherds raised animals and paid

tribute in animals, etc. etc. But those without occupalmoDs (jobs), paid the

fu-pu. (line cited in P'!n'gye) Lin Yin's £.n. 3, p.XSx 134 notes

that the fu-pu was a mouth-cash tax on a male person, or a substitute

cash tax in lieu of labor service, therefore it was used here as a substitute

~ cash payment in lieu of tribute.)

/. ;f;:\. d111Y0- -PANGYE' s OWN FOOTNOTE f ollows--large type, dropped down one space: b. 1._

~~ ot_.·~ Chang-tzu(~~ ) says: With regard to the fu-chia chih cheng ~2.AiI:-

rJ"~c (Cheng;;;;::;: ~J;t?::;;;el~;Silt(f:;~~;;~!t:=~)j
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96, 5:4a
was
WRXK called fu ; the were made up of either 3 or two persons,

) ,

or two families (?). 5 men were called a chia (houehbold).

\.Ju Chleng(~7~ ) says that people without jobs were called

lazy vagrants (yu-to 7~~) and were penaliz ed by having to perform

(pay) the labor service tax (iXDx li-i chih cheng1JfJl~~). It is

said they were reqUired to act as vehicle escorts as misc. labor service.

~ Tuan-lin(~~~~) says that in ancient times id vagrants

~~ aho ~d not ~ultivate the land and merchants who performed lowly tasks(mo-tso?

~
\. .b' ,~iF-) were both outside the real f regular taxation. and special

~v I repress( )

~
~Q}i t laws were established to dcutxlltxk them. Idlers either paid the fJd

~~ ~fU-PU(~~ ) nr likewise paid the cheng tax on fu and chiao The

~I ~ fu-pu was the standard (levy). (iII:i: ReqUiring) that they also pay the

~pP ~ ~ l((fu-chia tax was done to repress them (cause their disappearance by levying

~~ ~ extra bc<es on t hem as a penalty?). The fu-chia (tax) lUWd:••""'p""""

KXxmRiHg interpretation is like the explanation of Heng-ChlU~~
-:l €_~.
~~ Chang Tsai). Cheng HsUan said that with regard to levying a tax on

I
1 fu (man) (owning) 100 mou (of land), it was an extreme cruelty to

~:~b levy a tax on people without land the same as those who had received land.

(p1an1gye skips over several sections of the Chou-.i dealing with

the functions of various officials; pp. 135-157 in Lin Yin)

(He picks up the Chou-li on p.157 of the Lin Yin version)

The sU-jen(~--;· was ~~harge of the yeh(~ ) of the country

(pang iFf) ). (Lin Yin, f.n. 1, p.158 defines yeh as the territory

lying be~ween the suburbs (kuo) up to the boundary of the royal or

capital domain or province, chi-n6i~~ ), and including the tien(~
shao(~ ), hSien(~\ ), and tU(~? ).). (P'an'gye's note: the

kuo-wai (area outside the suburbs) was c~lled yeh, which included the tien,

shao, hS~ and to). Using the map of the land, ~e laid out the (:1)
t I ien-ye ( \:i1 ~) and created the hsien and pi (---e~ ). fa? -:k4_ I~~ -;; ~1i) .

The method
7
10r subdividing the land (hsing-t1i ~hih 1!7'M~~
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is (marked off) with ditches and trees, with each in charges of its own

taxes t and punishments (adm. of justice). (ching-ling hSing-Chim~ltiJ~).
(The su-jen) will investigate the people (every) year and grant them land,

96, 5:4b was for 5 families to make a i~H

4 li to make a (t1)' 5 (~
a hsien, » and 5 hsien to make a

lin(~). 5 lin to make a li( ~ ),

"'fO make a pi(-iP ), 5 pi to make

su(~ ). E h has its territory which

examine their weapons, and teach them farmingi. (short pangye footnote on

meaning of laying out the hsing-t'i--to divide up the area)

fu land grants)

(P'an'gye then skips a few lines, see Lin Yin, p.157)

managing the ye~ in between each of the fu ( 1<-: that
su ( \. ~ )

there are waterways (Lin Yin, f.n. 11, pp. 158-9, i.e.,

is,

ditches with water in them, in between each of the fu grants of 100 mou),

1.1171and above the waterwyas are pathways(ching,~ ). (Between every) 10

fu (land grants) there is a (large waterway), (kOU~ ), and above the

kou ditch, there is a t~KXxJllKxluuq! boundary (chinl~ ). Between

the kuai there is a .ajax road

:ditch), and above the ditch there ishsU( ;Jll-every 100 fu, there is a
.,.'b,

a road (t'u;r;r, ). Inbetweeen every 1,000 ~ there is

(kuai~ ), and above

a large waterway

(taol ). In

between every 10,000 fu, there is a stream( ) I I >, and above the

stream there is a major road (lu\~ ), and so on up to the boundary

of the capital domain (chi~ ) •

(Note: 10 fu is equivalent to the land of 2 lin(~). 100 fu is

equivalent to the land of 1 (~). 1,000 fu is equivalent to the land

of 2 Pi(~13). 10,000 fu i equivalent to the land of 4 bsien. The
\V #' - t.: -.z

su, kou, hsU, and kuai( .0CV~;l1l-t.-~ ) are all waterways leading

water to the stream. The su is two feet wide and deep; the kou is double

that, the hsU is double the kou ••• The ching, chin, tu, tao and lu are

all pathways for carts (xkextHXmXmxxt leading to the capital (kUo-tu':J~).
The ching is big enough for oxen and horses; the chin allows large cart:~vJ

k t 0 allows for ~ one with 2 tracks,
the t'u permits a chariot of one trac ; a a

and a lu permits one. with 3 tracks
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97, 5:5a •.• 10,000 fu (occupied~ an area) 33 li square ••• etc. etc. (complicated,

description of criss-cross patterns of ditches etc.)

~ (p1an'gye returnasto the Chou-li text, but skips a portion. (Skips

from p. 158 of the Lin Yin text, to p.179)

The ssu-Chia(~~ ) is in charge of making the rounds IlIf to

Wh ).(inspect) the fa~ing in the pang and yeh ( ~~)_ He distinguishes

the varietys of seed, to know their names and the'land that is suitable

for them. He draws up iaNHX regulations and hangs them (on the gaat es ?R)

of the i-Hi( k 1 ); makes the rounds of the yeh, looks at the farming

conditions in a given years (to determine) whether they are good or bad

and set the method for H collecting taxes (in accordance with how good

the crop is). (note: tax collection methOd(~:'t%) means that in
correct

a bountiful year, he levies the regular i taxes, and in a disaster

year, he a ssigns damage, as in the present system of 20-30'7., which

in fact is a 50'7. r~duction (of tax). (END NOTE) He is in charge of

equalizin (chUn~~) what the people eat (consume), relieving their

difficulty, and making sure kkHUXXxxaxxaxaxUax xx!uuJ0<8Ulx iiKJbxmXm,u'x

~~ there is a fiaxxasB fair and equal disbursement
grain

(as relief) of grain previously accumulated (collected as tax, stored

as reserve to be given out in emergencies. note mine)

(Departs from Chou-li text) Chu Rsi says: Even though the kung-fa

(~,2 :tribute system) was used in the hsiang and Su(~ ~. the

fact that (this official, the ssu-chia) made the rounds of he yeh ~~

observing the crops and determining taxes in order to establish upper, middle

and lower grades (of crop year), then (it means) that they also never

a~g adhered (~trictly to the kung-fa alone??).
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97, 5:5a (planlgye leaves the Chou-li text, p.179 of Lin Yin edition). Jumps

to p.471 of Lin Yin ed., next to last line. This is chuan 11 of the

Chou-li, the Tung-kuan klao-kung-chi, hsi4( )

section.

-next line deals with artisans constructing the kou and hsU

) ditches, etc. Gives the dimensions of the ditchesx and pathways

between the fields. Then qK8XeK moves to the part of the Chou-li whim

states that 9 men (fu) make up a ching( ), and in between the ching

is a space 4 feet deep and 4 feet wide, which is called a kou (:~~ :ditch).

100) .
), and in between the chleng is a space

"
10 li square makes a chleng(

8 feet wide and 8 feet deep, called a hsU( • 11 squar is a- (~)
tlung, and the space between tlung is a kuai(~ ~ ), so many shim wide.

-t NOTE: This is the land system of the tslai-ti ~~ within the

capital domain (Chi-nei~ ). 9 m1n (fu) make a ching (well-field), which

·IA
is 1 li square, and this is the land managed (chih ~~) by the 9 men.)

~
The well-fields (ching-tlien) of the tslai-ti ~different from the

hsiang( ), Su(~, and the kung-i (ftax /V\..~, (on which) 3 men

(fu) make a wu( 1l- ). A l!!!. is a chU(~ : dike ? 1;~ ). On one

ching (well field), there are 9 men (fu) divided into threes who aid?

each other (hsiang-chU ~) in paying taxes, and joing together

in managing the kou dikes. 10 li sq~re makes a chleng( ), and

within the chleng there is one tien( ~)' which is 8 li square, and

which pays the land tax (tlien-shui\{l ). The 1 li on each side is used
.V

for managing the hsU( :dikes).

100 li square makes a t lung( ~ ), within which there are 4 tu

(which are) 64 chleng, or 80 li square, and which (is used to) pay

land tax. The 10 li along the bor er is used to manage the kuai(/

)

ditches). The tslai-ti allows for (areas of) 300,400 or 500 li.txsxXKa---:---------_....:.._---_.
(Tslai-ti are provided

~ The (~-li)

for within areas of 3,4,500 li square?)

section on tsai-Shih(Shuai?)-Chih(~~ states:
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the land tax on
txaexxaxxBK¥ garden and merchant shop land is 1120, on the near subur8~,

In the kung (tribute), an estimate is made of a middling t year and that

they shared the cultivation of the kung-t'ien. When their work on the

mou. All these taxes were

said that in managing land
.:;:J;

and nothing is as bad as the kung(~ )

1110, on the far sUDurbs, 3120, and no more than 2/10 on the tien, shao,

hsien. and tu( I@ AA~~). All tax rates follow the principle of

taxing lightly areas nearby (th~ capital?) and heavily those distant.
'14

~~~~ ) Wen-kung asked Mencius about governing the state, and
.~ ~

Mencius replied that the Hou family of the Hsia levied a kung tribute~
~ chu ~v-

on 50 (~), that the Yin levied a ExK( ) tax on 70 ~te, and
"I. ~ V

that the Chou levied a ch'e ) on 100

at the rate of 1110 •••• Lung-tzu( -=M})
nothing is b~'ter than the X chu( ~ ),

is taken as standard (for tax rates).
/:,jM

\ Wen-kung also asked (Mencius) about the well-fields and Mencius

replied that on the yeh (fields), 1/9 (the crop)Wls taken as a chu (~ )

tax, while in the midst of the kuo i (country), the rate was 1110, which

and they gave sustenance to each other when sick. Thus the common people

kung-t'ien was finished, only then did they dare EKtxtxxXa work on their

were close and friendly. (Each) li square (~as organized into a) well-field
public

(ching) of 900 mou (area). I~ the middle was the kung-t lien\!4 f:fJ :Duke I s

field). 8 families each had a private plot of 100 mou, and together

each himself was made to pay as tax (fu) ?x. (Officials, those with rank)

from Ching(q~p ) on down, had to have kuei-t'ien(~ffi ) in the

amount of 25 mou. The yu-fu ~*' :other III sons and male relatives

of the grantees?) wi (were given) 25 mou. If they died or moved residence

(they were not given (land?). Land in the hsiang (~ ) was the same

\well(field system)~?) Friends cooperated with one another on inputs and

production, they helped each other in guarding and watching OVer the land,

~\~~
~

~ lL
,~,t~ ~

It

~Jf..,

t:{
l~

Jt:
private plots. or this reason Hk they were ill special yeh-peGple U~ .

~\-} t ~bn·II.u.-~--He-a-ls-o-s-aid that the Book of Poetry says(WJi~/~m~.lL~~i11~
~~J;t )"After tilling the kung-t'ien. next I go to my private plot. T~~/~
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97, 5:6a chu( ~ ) w tax is levied when you have kung-t'ien. (?) From thiS

) .

you can see that even the Chou dynasty had the chu tax.
Lu Ai-ku~ ~ k ...I:f:
kKXKxKX(~,~ ~ )-111 asked !U-jo(/~ i'i ), what do you do if

it1s a bad crop year and there is not enough (to tax)? !u-jo replied,

~ '1il.- vVWhy not simply gather in the tithes? (ho ch'e hu ~RJl~

(Lu Ai) asked what do you do when there is not enough for two years~ (?).
--.

In the Spring and Autumn, in the 15th year of hsUan( ~ ). at

the beginning of fall they taxed the moue The (Tso?) chuan says, this

the

-) of the Hsia.,.

there was nodynasty and taxed individuals (shuei-fu

is not li (according to proper usage?). When grain is sroduced, you

do no m:e than (levy) tribute 9 (chieh~ ), in order to (ensure)

~XBKEDiat ~ountiful property (income to the people?). ( ~'A~
This amount (of ax tax) is what the people of the world call tSIO(~

of a tax?, Ilwrong"?) ....

The Tsai-Shih(Shuai?).Chih(~~1r~ ) and Ss-uma

(of the chou-li) say t ,a cording to the Chou system, within

t ~-
capital domain area (ch1- ei), they used the kun -fa(~~

kung-t1ien. The Book of Poetry, the Spring and Autumn Annals, the

Analects, and th; Mencius say that in ,the Chou, in the blip kuo-pang(ffj1r )@~ they used the~ynaSty chu-fa( ~ 1~ ) and managed (lta operated)

kung-t'ien and did not levy taxes on individuals (fu /::..J.,. Under a

~ (tax system), people manage the land that they receive (from the state)-
- and offera'> tribute (kung) their tax grain. Under the .£h!:!.( WJ )(tax

/ ~ ~lsystem), (the state) borrows (hires, employs) the' labor ~ the people

:~ ~ to cu~te the kung-t'ien (public fields, lord's field) and alsoflt1 \l( has them collect ( ) from it ({t~~j-:" Whe~;he Ik~n.r,a ll.

~ y ~~) system is ~sed, the officials in the hsiang, su, and kung-i( ~?~j}(~~

~~ . .r dun the people day and night(for taxes), ~nd because of their (concern for)

~:~~J~ ~~ebnliC (~ng) (taxes??), they take no pity on private (interests).

~,~ .u the _.£!!!!... tax system is used in the pang-kuo, the feudal lords (chu-bou)



Land system (Chou-li) -23- P'an'gye surok, chonje kosol, sang

97, 5:6a

5:6b

take exclusive charge of the administration of the kuo and carry aut

their greedy (covetous) and tyrannical (administration), and tax w the
~-kt--

people without art (skill, restraint~~ ). In the Chou dynasty
t """

in the capital domain area (chi-nei), there were light and heavy taxes.

~ i,t-
',..'hat the chu-hou (Feudal lords) called ch'e( 111~) was a tax of uniform

rate of 1/10 which was regarded as correct (cheng ~ ). Mencius

said that the 9 fu (farmers) in the yeh ( 'tr )paid....f uniform tax,
(ku -chungQ. '1'"" )

and that the rate for the whole country tkHa¥ was 1/10. This KKK

giiiKXHHX meant that in the pang-kuo there were different methods for

internal and outer areas (nei-wai chih fa), and that is all. (END NOTE)

(Returns to Chou-li text, see Lin Yin, p.472)
ditches (between fields)

And the KXX&KaSX~txKkHX~ led to the streams (rivers), each

of which had a name. ~ note: This means that the kUai(~ ) led

one

direc~ly

to the streams, and there was no other place that they poured into•.•• (END ~E)

cR:
eM

1,,-·\~ -Ch'en Fn-Iiang<ti-~ it.. :Snng dynasty ~oi~r. one of his ltooks? was the Chou-Ii-shuo lfl»L.ti. ~.J: mJ<. 1!-,) said that

~ the description of the 5 kou (ditch~ ) system as mentioned in the su-jen

(~ : section of the Chou-Ii) begins with the su~ ). and the description

of it in the chiang-jen( ffiA )section 'eegins with theCf~ ). The

'h'ftan ) are not kou (ditches); they are land that is planted with seeds,

and that is all. One mou (has, is equivalent to) 3 ch'tian, and 1 fU(i::-. )
If

(contains, is equivalent to) 300 ch'ian./ the ch'ftan run lengthwise,KRK

the su run crosswise, and vice versa. If the su run crosswise, then the kou

runs lengthwise. (The water) runs via the ~ou to the hsil (~, and froJl

the IDiDJ hsll to the kuai(~ ). and what runs lengthwise a nd crosswise

is also like this. The kou and kuai were constructed to conduct water, but

the kou and hsil (conduct water) into the fields. If the dikes are opened

when they should 1te opened (i'fZ.), then the re is no fear of lack of moisture

or water, and if they can be closed when they should ie, then there will be

no fear of drought. (If ditches) are used to open and close (access to water), then
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how could it be that the kou and hsd (ditches) are just used for conducting

water and that's all?

Chu Hsi said that the~kOU-hSft(~~(systemof land distribution)

was figured in (multiples of) 10, and that the well-field system (ching-t'ien)

in multiples of " and that (the two systems) could definitely not be redoncied

In

) is incharge of equalizing ••• (P'an'gye omits KXtk

on p.137 of the Lin Yin text.

-P'an'gye now returns to the Ti-kuan ssu-tu,

of the Chou-li,

ChUn-jen(~The

chuan 4,

(with one another).--------------- __

='"'8, 5:7a

ks Irecent times various scholars "ho have discussed the land .,..te. have "anted

.• grjY'Jv I
~ I to confusedly treat the ching-t'ien (well-field) and kou-hsd systeMs as if

I~~ they were one and the same, -.ut this cannot be done. The commentary of Mr.

l l, +-M} £14 lfO.~r!,

G\l
~-

~
the first few phrases, that the chUn-jen is in charge of equitable

administration of the land tax, of the functions of land guard and

agriculture and vegetable raising, and of equitable levying of labor

service tax on people, oxen, horses, and carts) In general he handles

equitably (equally) labor service taxes. He estimates ~ the yearly

crop conuitions, and if (he determines that it is) a bountiful year, he

(recpires) 3 days (of labor servicw)

time requirement (kung-hsUn \. ij ).
official labor service is two days.

for the official labor service

If it is a middle year, then
k­

If it is a bad year (wu-nien~

.'

then official labor service is one day. On years \oJhen the crops don't ripen
\

KxBx(and there is an epidemic)('- ~), there is no labor service tax

""1;r(li-cheng:J \~). (footnote defining ii-cheng as labor service)
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every year is regarded as superior land with no fallow periods. Land

which is put to rest for one year is regarded as middling land with one year1s

other in case
)

iddle land,

Land on which seed is planted200 mou, and inferior land, 300 moue

they help each other keep watch, and they give aid to eac
(t 'ien-fu t:B

of sickness. People who receive superior land get 100 m

receives 100 mou of private land (ssu-t'ien). (There is) 10 mou of

public land (kUng-t'ien~m)(for each famil~?)' This makes 880 moue

The remaining 20 moo is regarded as lU_She~~) cottage (land?),

The people befriend each other with regard to (tax) payments and income,

\Pangye drops the Chou-li text and goes on to R~ Pan Ku's commentary)

o According to the Pan Ku chih( ~).i- (~ t, ), in ancient times they

established the ~ (~ :step) and the mou(~9f ).xx (Pan1gye cites

~hih-ku(~~1i) who defioes the. ) as <tit )(11~ NOTE)

and (used them) to rectify the land boundaries (Ching-Chia~~~).

6 feet made a pu (step), and 100 pu made a moo, 100 mou made a fU(k ),

'i2.and 3 fu made a \VU(~ ), 3 wu made a ching (well-field). A ching was

1 li square, and contained xKH 9 fu (maR). 8 families shared it. Each

fallow period; atg land Which is put to rest for two years is regarded as

XBX%mimxmXDxmRm~XK¥ Every three years (the land) is given to another family
Ln.

(in order to equalize the differences in production due to varying fertility)

on the basis of individual persons, in a cCCl7rdance with regula tions. Families

of shih( 1:::), artisans a nd merchants receive land for 5 persons, which-

Members of

men in the

a (regular) fanning household receive land, and if

family, then the excess men <YU-f~~ get land

there a re many

grants

is equivalent to a single fanner (note: each person gets 20 mOll). This

is called pling-t'u~~ : flat land, equalizing land allotments?), which

may be reggrded as (the proper?) law. For mt., forest, swamp, plains,

hilly, and unproductive land, each is of different fertility.

There are fu(~ ) and shuH~ ) taxes. Shui, means a 1/10 tax
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98, 5;7b

5;8a

on kUng-t'ien(/~ ~ ), and income (is received from?) from merchants,
h~~

artisans, and foresters?( heng-Wu~~]~.

(Note; fu means a property tax on the mouth (person). Shui means

a tax levied on the iDa land income ••• Even though artisans, merchants,

and woodcutters (mt. men) do not cultivate the earth, they still pay a shui

(tax). Artisans have what they make with their skills, merchants have

profits that they make from trade, and woodcutters have wood that they

get from the mountains and marshes.)

Thea fu( ~~s a labor service tax levied on carts, horses,

armored soldiers, shih(officials? ~ ) and runners (tui~) to meet

the needs of the ogvt office granaries which makes disbursements. The

shui (tax) is used to provide for ritual expenses for the kuo (su~b) shrins,

the imperial ancestral temple and the various spirits, and to meet the

expenses that the Son of Heaven has in providing for his officials salaries

and other expenses.

a person reaches the age of 20, he receives land, a nd when he

the age of 60, he gives it back (to the government). Those above

king?J:-~; tbose y:;..nger tban 10

are(supported by the king in tbeir growing up years? J:-~JCe. l;

and those 11 years of age (to 20) are encouraged (by the govt to study

J:-~~~~tinggrain, be bave to mix up tbe 5 grains in order to prevent

against a crop diaaster. You can't have trees in the middle of the fields

preventing labor and cultivateon of the 5 grains or E~iiHXxt~e

weeding or harvesting .•• Around the hOUS6&X (plant) trees and mulbery.

Vegetables and fruits (described here in detail) ~hould be planted in the

Cb1ang-Cbiang(~~ •••Tbe proper time sbould not be lost (for mating?]

chickens, pigs, d~, etc. Women should engage in sericulture (silk weaving)

so that at (age?) 50 they can wear silk clothes, and at (age) 70 they

can eat meet.



)a hSiang(!f

hsiang is a

practicedx (and people are made

and educating, and the

coming out?
In the spring, they orde~the people to fin~~g outi% (taxes?,

producing grain?) in. the.Yeh~~a.l~~"'fr' ~nd in the winter

hey finish takingg~~n7t~:\arvest?)in the !(~~U'/\'#6 ).
In the spring when they a re a bout t to callout? the people (ch 'u-min~~)

the li-hsll(~~ ) (and th~;;1'ing-ChaO?~~'all morni~~ lang?) sits

in the right school (U-shu~ ~), and zoX ~he lin-Cha.ng~~) sits in

the left shu (schooll. (Noee. Meng.k'ang(~l )says that li-hsll means

clerka, that the room nest to the gate (door) is called the shu, and

The hsU is a place for enlightening
rites

place where Ii (proper behavior) is

cUltured?a~U ).

Land system .L:.~~ -27- P'an'gye surok, ch~nje kos~l, sang

-Atf:;~~ r.tpt~ ~wfu/OJ~~ 'L ~
98, 5: 8a . <l-~ ~he tlt:. ~. )..... called a cottage Uu11i.: ), and:0h....(4.61,

1t;all~li( .'f.- ,). 5 fami Ues makes a lin(~ ), 5 lin makes a li(f. ),
4 li makes a tsu(?~ ), 5 tsu makes a tang ( ~), 5 tang makes a

chou(Nt ), 5 chou makes a hsiang ( ~r ), and' ';'l;;;iang has 2,500

5:8b households.

The rank of a lin-Chang~.ifi is a hsia-shih(r -:l:- ). and

from this post on up, each advance by one grande up to the hSiang, where

(the official is) of Ching(1j~ )(rank).

The 11 has a hsll (~ :schooll, and the hS~rhas

that the person who sits next to the gate (door) goads and urges (the

people), knows who is early and late, and prevents laziness. (END NOTE».

Only when they are finished (going out, paying out taxes, producing the

harvest, performing a rite??? Pi-Ch'~~)' do they return (for the)

evening ~ (meal?). Also as in entering (what?), it was necessary to

have (be holding, taking) firewood. The light and heavy were mutually

divided. (??) The grey-headed (ones) did not give each other mutual

support (?). In the winter after the people had come in (taken in

the harvest?), the women of the same neighborhood? followed with them••

(etc. --I just don't undersuand what they're talking about here.

rhQ~k ths Han-shu? something to do with rituals in loeal schools?)
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98, 5:8b (Pan Ku?) also said that in ancient times, military service

99, 5:9a

was operated in acoordance with the well-field system. In the local

areas 1 li was :.thing (well-field). 10 ching made a t 'ung(~ ), 10 t' ung

made a ch1eng( ~~ ), and a ch1eng was 10 li xx~ square. 10 ch1eng

made a chung(~ ), 10 chung made a t lung ( \~ ), which was 100 li

sture. 10 t'ung made a feng( 1;1 ),and 10 feng made a chi(~ ).

which was 1,000 li square. Therefore, 4 ching (well-fields) made an i(~ ),

and 4 i made a ChliU(~ ), and a ch1iu consisted of 16 ching (well-fields),

and had 1 war horse and 3 oxen. 4 ch1iu made a tien( ~ ), which

four

and weapons were provided for. This

(ch1eng-ma chih fa~~

and all the armor

was called the ~

consisted of ~ ching (well-fields), with 4 war horses and 1 war chariot

and 12 oxen, and 3 armored soldiers (chia-shih~ ~ ), and 72 infantrymen

~if:)'(pu-

comprised
1 t1ung was 100 li (square) and it aKK*UKBd

ponds, XKXX i-chU(~ il :residentialC;'f<t-

DmHX horse team system).

Han-shu!Ii~ chih
(Treatise on punish­
ments) :-::!;Jr~M~(well-fields). excluding 3,600 ching
also: ~) (111

~ was mountains, rivers, water, walls,

(well-field

abj~
(~-tt 1t) 10,000 ching

area) on which there

areas, fiefs?), ~KxaREXx fruit and vegetable gardens, and roads, taxes

were paid (on the reamining) 6,400 ching, (and on which waS required to be

prOVided) HXKaxmkmxmBX~ 400 horses of war, 100 war chariots. This was
territory ~ ~

the great (system) of the ts lai-ti(;r....~ ) of the Ching-ta-fU(~!P*J::...
(Note: Ilts l ai ll means an official, and ts1ai-ti is land used for feeding

that offi. ci al) • These were the so-called 100 chariot families. (~~~ )

1Ul~!ImriliriJBmxmfmmnifilQmUQlimkmXJ(). xx¥~

(Others) had
*xRe~xRaBi 1 feng of 316 li, which was about 100,000 ching. Taxes

were alloted (collected from) 64,000 ching. (and they had to furnish) 4,000

horses of war, 1,000 chariots. This was the great (territory held by) the

chu-hou (feudal lords~~t ' and they were known as the states (kuo)

of 1,000 chariots. tf-~~t~
The son of Heaven had in his danian (chi%), an area of 1,000 li
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99, 5:9a which comprised about 1 million ching. Taxes were collected from

5:9b 640,000 ching. (Requirements for) 40,000 horses of war and 10,000 war

chariots (were levied). And he was known as the lord of the 10,000 chariots

(~*~). Armor, horses (or war horses), xilax carts and runners j

);

In the spring, the

were recalled from the field and used for police investigation?

j (cartment, and weapons were all provided. troops

(~~
~,)l~ ); in the summer (the troops) camped out in the fields

in order to plant rice ( 1.~i.JI'JC$ _:Morohashi

cites this phrase from the Han-shu, Hsing-fa-chih ~,! z.-t. ?~
in the fall they sent the troops out in the field to hunt(~1 ~~
and in the winter a grand review of the troops was held for hunting

( ~ ~I 1,)~ ). In each case, intevvals between

farming activities were used to train the troops.

-The Wang-shih (:!:~J :either a plien chapter title of the

Li-chi o~~~~says:Agricutuural lan~s (divided) into 100 mou

(lots) •. Upper (class) agricultural (land)(~~ ) feeds 9 people, the

next (grade) feeds 8 people, the next after that feeds 7, the next after that

feeds 6; the next after that feeds 5.

(Note: Mr. eha'en ~~) says that in the well-field system

1 fu( ) (is equivalent to) 100 mou. The most fertile is called upper

class agricultural land (shang-neng t-t ), and the least fertile is

called lower class agr. land ~k (hsia-nengr~); therefore there

is variation in the number (of people) that it supports.

Mr. Fang( 0'K) says that this refers to the grades 9 (fen ~ )

of the 100 mou. Mencius said that with regard to the fertilization

(fertility?) of the 100 moo (~ ), the use of fen(~ : grades) to

equalize 9 (productivity?) depended on law (the sa laws passed by the state?)

and the (use of) fertilizer to manage land depended on the effort (li fJ
of the peasant?). Law was issued from above, a nd effort came from below.
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99 t 5:9b

ii 5: lOa

This says that things were taken care of mutually (by the government

on top and the people below?) (END NOTE)

(The Wang-chih) also says that the Ssu-kung( ~ I,Q. )was in charge

of surveying (to ). He surveyed the land, the people who lived on it,

the mountains and rivers, swamps and marshes, And at 4 times (once during

the four seasons?) he surveyed the land k near and far and employed labor

to increase production (of farming).

(Note: The Book of History says that the Ssu-k ng as in charge of

(~~ v~~
the land of the country. He measu ed t e land and surveyed it near and far

and determined the divisions of the country into i(~ ), Ching(.:jt- ) t

ch'engU' ~ ). kuo(1f ). 1U(' ) and sQ( % ). (END lITE)

With regard to the people living in an area (chU-min ), they

surveyed the land in order to control the ! (~~ l~ :set aside land

areas for towns)t and they measured the land in order (to set aside areas)

for the people to reside on. And (land for) agriculture (ti ~),

~
tmvos (i;o ), a nd people's residences (min-chU ) each

KKU necessarily obtained (what was best for itself).

( Note: 9 fu(~ ) made. a ching ), and 4 ching made an i (~
and there were standard regulations governing land. The~ people had their

fixed residences so that there was no bias and no evil from (people) not

(having a place to rely on, place towltivate--~acan't read the character).

And the three categories of i ti, !, and chU (agr. land, towns, and

residential areas :t~, ~ ~ ) were each taken care of

(properly). And (this system) was initiated in the small areas and extended

to the larger ones until it extended over the whole empbre so~ that

everything was properly done (for each category). And this was what was

meant by the good law of the well-field system. (END NotE)

There was no empty (iale) land and no vagabonds. There was economy

in feeding (the people) and agr. work was done in accordance with the

proper season so that all the people were secure ]..n
their residence¥st
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99, 5:10a were happy in their work, and were encouraged to work hard , and xttxDf

xaXXKKax respected their lords (rulers) and respected their fathers

and 5 uperios. Only after that (was done) was learning promoted.

(note: that is, xli did they establish the Small Learning a nd the Great

Learning)(END NOTE)

), which

(The Wang-chih) also

(t'ien tEl )of 900 moue

says that 100 li square ••• makes a land area

(note: 100 puC W.., ) makes a mou, which was
,/ k'uo

100 pu (paces) in length, and 1 pace (pu) in widthx?(;~). 100 mou

makes 1 fu( R )which was 1 ch'ing( ~~t )in length and 100 pu

(paces) in width. 3 fu made a wu( fi:. )whidkwas 3 ch ' ing,imxHilt1tilx

1UlIiu~¥IllXiIiIiUqDK, 300 pu (paces) wide and 100 pace long.

3 wu made a ching( ~ ), which was 900 moue An area that was 1 li wide

and 1 li 10nttiS what Mencius calls one li aquare (~~
ching

was a sma, co sisting of 900 moue (END NOTE)

An area 10 li on each side consisted of 100 units of 1 li square

(on each side), and was 90,000 moue An area 100 li on each side consisted

~
of 100 units of 10 li on each side, and this made 9~tllion moue

(note: If an area 10 li on each side made 90,000 mou, then 10 units

of 10 li on each side made 900,000 mou, and 100 units of 10 li on each

«M.
side made 9 million moue \~t is at present said to be 9 ~~~~ mou

cons~ts of 1 ok which is 100,000, 10 ok

which is 1 million; £0 that 90 ok is 9 million mou). (END NOTE)

5:10b You take away 1/3 for mountain, forest,

cities (ch'eng), suburbs (kuo), palaces, and

river, swamp la~~

wasteland?(~~ ,

and that leaves a remainder of 6 million moue (Note: This is baseed on

given to the

~~) madeIn ancient times 8 Chou feet

people ••• )(HND NOTE)

~
up a PU()7 ). At

present 6 feet 4 inbhes of Chou feet makes a~. In ancient times

100 mou was equivalent to the present Eastern Land (tung-tlient \f\ )
(Note: this is like what is called "to east and to south the moo"?? t~t~r

a standard of 100 lie The rest is
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100 li (of ancient times?) is

~2 inches 2 fen (of) present (peasurement).

(which is) 146 mou and 30 Pu(~ ).

equivalent to 121 li 60 pu 4 feet

(llote: (~) says that in ancient timas 8 inchss ..de up a

99, 5:10b

foot and that 8 feet of the Chou foot (measure) made a lm, sothat 1 pu

was 6 feet 4 inches. At present 6 feet 4 inches of the Chou foot makes up

a ml so that 1 ID! has 52 inches. Thus the present ID! ccapared to the ancient

m;l,h is such that there is 12 inches in surplus. (MY NOTE: scient pu was

8 inches times 8 feet, or 64 inches. Present pu is 6 ft. 4 inches, or 52 inches.

lence present pu is 12 inches less than ancient pu) Calculating on this

.asis, then 100 .ou in ancient times is equiTalent to 152 .ou ii 71 pu

in the present time. (And this) does not ji.e with 146 mou 30 pu

8 Chou feet MaQe apu, then 1 pu had 6 feet 4 inches. If at present, 6 feet 4

confused and they cannot .e used (relied on).

Also, with regard to 80-lIsi1's (~\ ) calculations, they are

also mistaken, it is said. If in ancient times 8 inches made a foot, and

The ancient texts are mistake:! a1"(121 Ii 60 pu 4 feet, 2 inches, 2 fen.

(what the hell does this figure refer to??).Ar Also at the present time a foot is 12 inches llore than an ancient foot.

tyr,b ~ On the bas;" of this, 100 11 in ancient timea is equivilent to at presant

~~~ 123 Ii 115 pu, 20 inches, which also does not jibe with~
tJ1'" ({ ,
(jot 7

inches of the Chou foot makes a pu, then Jocx, 1 pu has 5 feet 1 inch, 2 fen.

Comparing the present~ to the ancient pu, there is then a surplus of 1 foot

2 inches, 8 fen for every foot. Calculating on this basis 100 mou of ancient

100, 5:11a times is equivalent to 156 mou, 25 pu, 1 inch, 6 fen, and .4 of a fen(?) of

*the present (measurements). This does not jm'De with 146.ou 30 feet

(what measure ent is this?). (The interpretation of?) the Ii, is also

an e stiJnate modeled an this.

Chu si also wrote that he did not know of any detailed 'explanation of

(the len~th) of tie Chou foot. According to the u-chih~~l), in Chou

(times), it seems that 10 inches made a foot and that in the 6 kingdoms, there



100, 5:l1a

Land systell (Wang-chih) -33- pI an' gye SlrOk, ch~nje koso1, sang

there 'Were lIany changes in the method of measurement. Some say that the

Chou foot 'Was 8 inches, so that the pu 'Was 8,8,6,10, (or?) 4 inches. Calculating

on the Dasis of this, then 100 mou in ancient times was equivalent to

at present 156 mou 25 pu, (or) that 100 .ou in ancient times was eaul. valent

to at present 125 1i.

J;~%ng-ehi.;t;I.O.ays 1hat in ancient times the kung-t'ien( ~~ \:EI
...: =t,/f'i) ut not taxed (PU-Shoi~~ (Note' Mencius

says that when you had 70 men, :r'u le'rimcd a chu( WJ :tax), and that s:.mi
..-t.f-'

lleans l!J18gis~Y ( chu % ). Iou only .orrowed the 1a.or of the people

in order to assist (chu~ ) in cultivation of kung-t'ien and aid not

collect the tax (shui) (levied on) private land (ssu-t I ientAa ). (El'fD NOTE)

Taxes (shoi) were not leVied';,market place ~opa (shih-eh'an ~l ).
(Note: shih-chlan means houses (\~ ). FU(~) taxes 'Were levied on

the shops of the marketplace, -.ut no taxes (cheng 1IE.) 'Were levied on

merchandise.:t (END NOTE)
hillf 'loA With regard to fore st, and river-Ilarsh land, from time to t ae (the

? people) (were allowed to) enter it, and there were no prohi~tions (against

>~ using such land). (note: "Enter" means to ~!ltl}e£he products of'the f'orests

and marshes. Even though it 'Was done at times (from time to time, at the

proper t!me), the profits of such land were shared 'With the people. In

)

. , general rl this is 'What Mencius was talking a .out whend menticned marshland

~ (access to which) was not prohibited.(~~ ) (ElID NOTE)

In geBera1, thel'el were no taxes (cheng~ ) on kuei-t Iien~ (t}. ).
t

( \~ (Note: luei-t'ien was land (given) in additim to salaries in order to proviie

~~ (for the costs of) ancestral sacrifice. It 'Was not taxed in order to provide

(pure and white hsi? 71-§ i....' ). The Chou-kuan(~~ )

system said (provided that) 50 mou of kuei-tlien was given (to officials)

~O ~ f'r'" the rmk of' ching ( ~fp) own to ~. exclusively to take care of'
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+-)M-~
(expenses in providing for) aneestral ritus. And tbrefore it was not taxed.

(END Ncr E)

T'ien-li<lj1! ) couJd not De SOld(~ ), and graYe land

could rot be requested (.y the people). (NOTE: T'ien-li means the land

that was given to public officials (kung-chia i1ti ). One CDuld not

o tain (lmy) or sell it. Grave land had fallily (shrines) on it, and it

could not be requested (for land grants). Also it could not 'be given

(to anyBody) arbitrarily. Thus when people competed (to 0 etain) grave

land, their cases were heard Oy the grave-officials (..-t&-fU~.(ENDKOTE)

5:11"8 \' In using the labor of the people, it could not be for .ore than

tcA!f ~ IJ days per year. (NOTE: The la or of the people was use<! for such things

~ ff- L"s constructing city walls, suombos, strees, ditches, palaces and shrines.

~;./ According to the Chou-li, in a buIIper crop year, (they could De employed)

~ for 3 days; in a middling year, for 2 days, and in a crop failure year,

for I day, and t Ia twas all. As in the case of the Shih-yu(~t%.)'s
affairs, (11c.,\.,revcl' ), l,r.cy \,:0' c not restricted to th is system. (END NOTE)

In general (they lI.ade) the people take charge of matters for old

£ie iiit(~~i~trii~~:rtulif1J?Ji1t~;t
In the Shen Nan-shen(1~Lli ) ode of the Book of Poetry~~

( -4 ~ .My note: Legge, p, 373, Part II, Ek. VI, Ode VI, section 1

1~Jt'Ji Ies, (all about) that southern hill 1~::: 1fW.L ,fu ~ eJ.sw:
~:§:..~ fig 2...J Was made manageable by Iu ~Jt Sollf'6~ dl- ,~

liG ~ Its plains and .. rshes being open.,Jup, ~ ,..;,~ ~~& ~ 'It"
~~ ,~, \~.. m~~:?I~~Jtq~
~~ I1l i..- It was made into fields by the distant descendant. t" r.JP,
Z. ~;dJ <U:~ We define their oundaries, we form their smaller divisions~-nc9r.r.f
Jf~ t)J.~ And make the acres lie, mre to the south, there to the east. t;). ~\ ~

~t~~· ~tht.' .r::r
;,-=-
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100, 5: lib In the iXX~Kl Ta-t'ien (*- Ffl ) ode in the Book of

)
~\ _/.,~~~ Foetry (Legge, P,g* 381, Fart II, lilt Bk VI, O<1e VIII, sect. 3):

r0'~ ~.~ The clouds form in dense masses,

~ "6fa ~f~ And the rain comes down slowly

~ i I. /'I;U May it rain first on our public fields,

~\ ~ t.trt., And then come to wr private!

~I ~·1rI(Note: after glossing some of the words in the peoem, a as Legge does,

probably following Chu Hsi, note goes on to say that K (1) li square

was a ching (well field), and a ching was 900 moue In the center of

it was the kung-t'ien; that 8 families each had their private (holdings)

5: 12a of 100 mOll and together (shared labor) in cultivating the kung-t'ien.

This was a farmer's poem which expressed the feelings of farmers who

put the public (fields, interest) first and their pDYate interest last.

Thus they looked up toilie clouds and said, let Heaven rain on our kungJt'ien

and only later come to our private fields. To fertilize (and aid) the virtue

(power) of the lord, and then they would receive the benefits that overflowed

i (from it).

Brightly brought himself near.

To sow their various kinds of grain,

Oh! yes, king £k*IllI~6UliKp Ching (Ch' eng)

Going vigorously to work on your private fields,

in the Book of PJetry (Legge, p.584,
);: ~

(\~h~) ode
I'\;/v~

(11), Ode II

Allover the thirty le (li).

Lead your husbandmen

In the E. he

Part IV, ~It Bk I

\~~~~

w:v~u..i~@
, s~t*-
J.t~ ~ ~ MJ
~)~ \~'~~

~~~tl1
1t~ -;;: -t '%-
~~ V i. ~ bt~ Ateend to your ploughing,

....+-- t 4~l~ Wibh your ten thousand ,men all in pairs.
- I \.I(,\~

(Legge's footnotes, p.584, notes t t Hsi's ineerpretation of lines

2 KJUixil i!ff~-t::: ~ Rd expands this to mean "King

Ching fi rst appointed officers of the fields and cautioned and charged them. II

l.ep~e savs this is unsatisfactory. etc.) 1)\l~;l~~~t':H\.-4..z~,
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100, 5: 12a Note: planlgye seems to be following Chu Hsi here. He gloses (1~) as

(~ ). (erh"$\ ) as t' ien-kuan(tt:l~ ). fa(~ ) as ching <jtf-

and ssu( ~ ) as ssu-tlien( ~ l~). That 30 li was the land (cult.

by) 10,000 men (fu ~ ). That there were streams on four sides within

which was an area 33 li square; that the strange phrase, 30 li, is a

vhole number <Ch'eng-Su~~~rounded -off number); and that (~ )

means two men cultivating together. That his poem is an admonition to

the agricultural official, and that (as Legge points out), the phrase

b~ ~tJ)
I --( is like saying that (

~
). That

J

Chleng wang first established the tlien-kuan (official of the fields),

) ,

and cautioned and charged them. (see Legge) That you ought lead the

farmers to sew and cultivate the various kinds of grain, an make them

cultivate (open up) greatly t~ir private fields (SSu-tlie;;\and attend

to their business; that the 10,000 men cultivate in pairs. That cultivation

was basically conducted in two-man pairs, meaning that they harmonized

the people of the river (boundaries). That ~ (as Legge translates

Chu Hsi), though so numerous, they were to work with good will and union

of strength and attention, realizing on a grand scale the harmony of a

single pair of laborers( 1t ~dt tf-IJ1r 1\:))~~-~ I)'

That this must refer to the official of the hsiang( ~~t )and su( ~_ )

and the subordinate (officials) in charge of planting (.~ His

job was to take the 10,000 fu (men) as aboundary; that with regard to

the kou (ditches) and hsU ( ~~ brooks), this was the use of the trbbute

h~tmethod (kung-fa fL~t!, and there was no kung-tlien (public fields),

therefore all (land) was called~ (~:i~~~e ~land)J {lax This must be

Chu Hsi, on which Legge says that Chu said that in the royal domain,

in the portion of it here contemplated, the public revenue was derived from

a different system than the public-private fields (of the well-fields).

Legge cites Chling: UIn the cultivation of the ground, the albotments of

fam! lies were separ~d by a small di tch ( \ t{ ').
~ , ten allotments, by a larger
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(~

(~ ); a hundred, by what we may call a brook (;,~ ), a thousand

by~ll stream( 'J~ ); and ten thousand by a river ( ) q ). The

space occupied by 10,000 families formed a swquare of a little more

than 33 g.1I We may suppose that this space is intended by

the round number of 30 le in the text .•••The mention of private fields seems

( to imply that there were also the public fields cultivated by the husbandmen

( in common on behalf of the govt; --contrary to the view of Chu Hsi ••• --

END LEGGE)

on our public fields, and then let it rain on our private fields, and
(f:;,r!)

the lord (chUn r." ), says, "Go vigorously to \vork)10n your private

fields, all oier the thitlJYi li. 1I (lines 5,6 above), expressing the

mutual loyalty and love of these above and those below (king and the

peoPle)~ed~~

--Heneiu,:- replied tn King Hoi of Liang (Liang Hoi-wang *-i1:.)
saying: i(If) you plant mulberry trees around houses with 5 mou of land,

says , lithe people"

)x say (in the previously cited poem) 1I1et it rain (first)

(Note continues, in p P'an'gye)

(min

then (people when the reach the age of) 50 can wear silk. If you raise

chickens, pigs, dogs, and (~ ), and there is no loss of the (rig ht)

xis time (in breeding?), then people at the age of 70 can eat meat. If

you do not take 9 (farmers, people) away from (doing their tasks) at the

proper time on their fields of 100 mou, then families of several persons

can go without hunger. Venerate the teachings of the schools and extend

wt~wXX them with the ~ principles of filial piety and respect for

aiSBDIKilxulutxx elders. And then the white haired (elderly) will not have

to bear burdens (as porters?) on the roads. There has never been a case

where a ruler am did not act as a true king when people of 70 years of age

could waar silk and eat meat and the common people were not starviag and

suffering from the cold.
(transL. mine, check Legge's)



Mencius (Legge).

p.37 of notes.

-(Mencius replied to King Hui of Liang)

Legge, 11,111, 4. p.13l. Let mulberry trees be planted about the homesteads
with their five mau,and persons of fifty years may be clothed with silk.
In keeping fowls, pigs, dogs, and swine, let not their times of (breeding) be
neglected, and persons of seventy years may eat flesh. Let there not be taken
away the time that is proper for the CII1tivation of the farm with its hundred mau,
and the family of several mouths that is supported .y it shall not suffer frm
hunger. Let careful attention be paid to education in schools, inculcating in
it especially the filial and fraternal duties, a nd grey-haired men will not Ile
w~ H x «"lnaDiR,"" 'WitIl'IIJ!IJIIgDl]sIDm~bXfU"'l",..xm~:mmxin!!UIim'¥JllxiDx
seen upon the roads, carrYing burdens on their backs or on their heads.
It Ox never has been tha. t t he ruler of a state, where such results were seen,­
persons of seventy wearing silkand eating flesh, and the black-haired people
suffering neither from hunger nor cold,--did not attain to the royal dignity.
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for fear of interfering with the (cultivation) of the 5 grains, therefore

Note: Chu Hsi said: 5 mou of household (~ : land) is what 1 fu

(man) received. 2 1/2 mou were in the fields t'ien), and 2 1/2 moo were

100, 5: 12b

in the town (village?, i
~
~). You couldn't plant trees in the field

mulberry bushes were planted at the base of walls in order to provide for

sericulture.

When people (turn) 50 (years of age), they fxxxx become decfepit (weak)

and cannot keep warm without wearing silk. People not yet 50 cannot wear

(silk) •

The term, shih(time, proper time? f-1~ )means the time for breeding

(~ r?~~ ), and meca> xux things like that you shouldn I t use

the female of animals i (p'in J:!~ ) for sacrifice durirg the first month

of spring.

At 70 years of age, people are not satisfied unless it's meat (they're

eating). Prior to the age of 70 they can't eat it.

then the drawing of land boundaries is correct, and the

if the people do not have enough fodd and clothing, then

equal, and there are no families who have not received land.

If things

they have no time to spend in managing (conducting themselves according to)

Land of 100 mou is also what 1 man (fu) receives.

[:

re like this,

well-fields are

In general

(bothering with) li and i (principles of social usage and duties, what they

ought to do), amRxXX but if they axe have satisfied their hunger and are

warm, but are without learning (instruction), then they are also close to

(the~atus of) animals. Therefore, once they are wealthy and are instructed

in filial piety a nd respect for elders, then men know how to love their

parents and rspect their elders. And someone else? can substitute for their

labor and they will not be made to bear burdens on the roads. This section

talks about the best methods for economizing on goods and providing

assistance for people (to have) property (7) in order to rule the people.
height .

~his is the accomp11shed (way) of the kingly way.
Note: The family Mtncius is talking about consists of 8 persons.
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101. 5:13a Chao Ch'i(~~ ) says: Controlling (managing)(regulating) the

production of the people is the basis for kingly government and the

about is no more than (like) this.

...,
It can said to be true (right. lilih ~).

(for providing) resular sustenance.

Cheng-tzu(~~ ) says: ~ The kingly way that Mencius talks

way

p)t", >fA
--Duke Wen of T'eng(T'eng wen-kUng~~"') asked about (ruling) f?;) l~

a state. Mencius said: the way~ ing the people is that if they

have steady production x (regular production). then they have steady minds.

Without regular production. they do not have regular (stead) minds. If

they do not have steady minds~HX but abandon themselves to vice and luxury.

there is nothing they will not do. Then if you trap them in crime. and only then

follow up (their crimes) with punishment, this is netting (entrapping) the

people. How could you have a man of humaneness in the position (of king)

who Would~pable of entrapping the people? Therefore a worthy ruler

'hl~~~~~~~er~ful and frugal and treat those below him (the common people)

::::l:~t(proper e~~ and show restrain in ta: (taxes) frmu the~b
Hou-shih( ) of the Hsia levied the kung( ~ ) on 50 (~~ ~-

In the Un dynasty, they levied the chu(~ ) on 70~ . -~. The

Chou people levied the Ch'e~~) on 100 mou. In fact, all of these

::a:::)~~:iit::hes(10%). To£/fJiYi~-:;df:iitp;
(Note: In Hsia times. 1 man (fu) recei:ed"7;'=~and each •

man paid taxes on the income of 5 mou of land, \mich was regarded as

kung ( t ri bu te ) • The Shang people first instituted the well-field system.-------.- ---------

r
I

They took 630 mou of land and divided it up into 9 parts of 70 mou each.

In the m~ they had the kung-t'ien(~l~ ). and 8 families each

had the remaining plots. They only borrowed their labor to "assist" (chu

in the cultivation of the kung-t'ien, and they did not in addition levy

taxes on their private fields (ssu-t'ien-



Mencius, Legge

p.3' of net es

Legge, 111,1,111, 1, p.239.
The duke Wan of T'ang asked Mencius about the proper way of governing

a kingdom.
(III, 2. Mencius said, "The business of the people may not be remissly

attended to ••• )
III, 3. The way of the people is this: If they have a certain livelihood,

they will have a fixed heart; if they have not a certain li,jli0 livelihood,
they have not a fixed heart. And if they have not a fixed heart, there is
nothing which they will not do in the vay of self-abandonment, of moral deflection,
of depravity, and of wild license. When they have thus been involved in crime,
to follow them up and punish them;-this is to entrap the people. How can
such a thing as entrapping the people be done under the rule of a 1Denevolent
man?

III, 4. Therefore, a ruler who is endowed with talents and virtue will be
gravely complaisant and eoonomical, showing a respectful politeness to his
ministers, and taking from the people only in accordance with regulated limits.

III, 5. skip
III, 6. DlQl1BiDlXBlmiJ~dtlifllxlllbJlIX:SIBBJaSIllXmxJm The sovereign of the Hsia

dynasty enacted the fifty mau allotment, and the payment of a tax. The founder
of the Yin enacted the seventy mau allotment, and the system of mutual aid.
The founder of the Chau enacted the hundred mau allotment, and the share
system. In reality, what was aid in all these w The share
system means mu ua The aid system means mutual dependence.
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5:13b

In Chou times one man (fu) received 100 mou of land. (In the)

hsiang( j~ ) and su(~ ) they ~sed the kung-fa( i.~.:t ). 10 men

had a ditch (kou~ :It,,,,,, tha land of 10 farmers "as surrounded hy a kou).

In the Tu~tf l and Pi~'P ) they used the chu-fa( ~b i-t l, and

8 families shared a well-field. \4hen they cultivated the land they

pooled their labor, and when they collected the harvest, they calculated

the mou (~ach owned?) and divided it up. That's why they called it a ch'e

(/~~. In fact this was a tithe (10% tax). In the kung-fa system,

, in all cases, 1/10 was taken as the standard figure (ratio). ~ It was

\

onlY in the chu-fa( ~ ) that they had 1/9, bu t thereis no way to investigate

th~ Shang system. As for the Chou system, in the middle of the kung-t1ien

( ~) there was a plot of 20 moo for a cottage (lu-she~ ) •

( One man cultivated 10 mou of the kung-t1ien, which was 1/10 of the 100

l mou he had for himself as Ssu-tlien(~ttl.). In my opinion the Shang system

must also have been like this, except that 14 moo was (set aside) for a cottage

(lu-she) and that 1 man in fact cultivated 7 mou of the kung-t'ien. This

also was no more than 1/10. (END NOTE)

..l..
-Lung - tzu1it '3r l said: In ma;eng land nothing is better than the

chu( ~ l ano nothing is~"i!han the kung( ] ). You should
;~ mean

cmmpare (the production) of several years and take the mKBXaK as standard.

, \t ~ .0
In a good year the grain lies;;:~~J~abcc::.~ce }J-..1f\'~~ ~

~c.;::.,.~a,J;JJk-a.;.W~tvrtJnot~ c xac ions, and "'&~'li.a

& l~. In bad crop years, if there is notJ~~jgh even ;tough fertilizer

is put on the fields, then you must take~~u~urPl~~ l.

If the man who is father and mother to the people makes the people wear

an angry look and spend the whole year in arduous labor, without

being able to take care of their parents, and also to seek out loans

to increase (ilieir ~, and case the elderly and the young to »wm tumble

into ditches (in poverty), then how is he acting

of the people? ( ~~L~ttl~1~~



Mencius, Legge, p.40 of notes

III,I,III, 7.
Lung said, "For regulating the lands, there is no better system than

that of mutual aid, and none which is not better than tBt of taxing. By
the tax system, the regular amount was fixed lDy taking the average of several
years. In good years, when the grain lies about in abundance, much might be
taken without its being oppressive, and the actual exaction would e
small. But in bad years, the produce being not sufficient to repay the manuring
of the fields, this system still requires t he taking of the full amount.
When t he parent of the people causes the people to wear looks of distress, am
after the whole year's toil, yet not to be able to nourish their parents, so
that they proceed to borrowing to increase their means, till the old people
and mildren are found lying in the ditches and watel"'-channels--where, (in such
a case), is his parental relation to the people?

III, 8. As to the system of hereditary salaries, that is already observed in T'ang.
p.4l of notes. III, I, III, ,. It is said in the Book of Poetry,

May the rain C, orne d own on Q1r public field,
And then upon our private fields."

It is only in the system of mutual aid that there is a public field, and from
this passage we perceive that even in the Chau (Chou) dYnasty this system
has been recognised."
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101, 5:13b
...,

tKatK1 Note: Mencius once talked to Wen Wang(~~ ) about

chih ... t1 .\.~
managing ch'i(ERHRg-ch'i /~Vf)l)' that the basis of kingly government

was to (tax, provide) cultivators with 1/9 and to provide here~itoary

salaries (Shih-1U~~e to officials (to the extent) of 2/9 (of the crop)

At the present time hereditary salaries go beyond what was once done

and the chu-fa( ~~~ has not yet been carried out, so that in taking

(taxes) from the people, there is no order (no system), and that is all

there is to it. In general, with regard to hereditary salaries, you give

5: 14a

land (to ~ officias) and have

This is in fact about the same

reason why both the chUn-tzu(

them consume the income of the kung-t'ien.

as the chu-fa(~ it. ), and that is the

~) al d the hsiao- jen( \ ) each

have their fixed jobs and rulers and people are mutually secure. Therefore

the folloWing section continues to talk about the chu-fa. (END NOEE)

The Book of Poetry says:IILet the rain fall (first) on our kung-t'ien

and only later come to our private (fields)." If the chu (tax is in

operation), then you have kung-t'ien. If you look at it from this (standpoint),

theneven the Chou dynas ty must also have had the chu (system).

(Note: Book of Poetry, Hsiao-ya ta-t1ien section d\~ ) .
At that time the chu-fa was completely abandoned, and the institutes and

registers are not preserved, and we only have this poem. But we can

se,_ that the Chou also used the coo-fa, and so I have cited it (this poem).

Human government must begin with

determini:ng land boundaries (ching-<h iai~~ ). If the land boundaries

are not correct, the \<lel\ fields will not pe eql.f~l, and the grain.a-tttt----fu
~ ·fh~}b~·

salaries will not be j st :~~ ).Q Therefore tyrannical rulers and

corrupt officials Will~oo~th the land boundaries. If the

(END NOTE) i)
-!!f!~'f'f (]:&~i~an??( ~a~ )asked lIcn;ius about the well

- U:::';ltt"", (and Mendus replied?).~~ruler_

~ il""",~earlY out hu ne goverrrment~\l) axe will .if:t:;;; (oiEfi.eials)
~ f;~t" 't tv ftAz. ct~-r! .
~must

land boundaries are correct, the land is divided up and the salaris controlled,



p.4l of notes-
Menvius. Legge. pp. 243-44. "The Duke sent Pi-chian to consult Mpncius

Bk. III, pt. I, Ch. III, section 13.

The duke afterwards sent Pi Chan to consult (Mencius) altout the
nine-squares system of dividing the land. Mencius said to him, "since
your prince, wishing to put into practice a benevolent government,
has made choice of you and p1 t you into this employment, you must
exert yourself to the utmost. Now, the first thing towards a '8enevolent
government must be to lay down the Boundaries. If the boundaries be not
defined correctly, the division of the land into squares will not Be equal, and
the produce (available for) salaries will not be evenly distributed. On this
account, oppressive rulers and impure ~nisters are sure to neglect this
defining of the boundaries. Whenthe boundaries have been defined correctly,
the division of the fields and the regulation of allowances may 'be detennined
_y you, sitting at your ease.

Although the territory of T'ang is narrow and small, yet there must
be in it~ men of a superior grade, and there must be in it
country-men. If there were not men of a superior grade (chiin-tzu), there
would be none to rule the country-men. If there were not country-men, there
would be none to support the men of sUlB rior grade. {

~<} '~f-
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101, 5:14a you can sit by and things will be ~ fixed (determined).

note: Chin -ti<1\-t ) is the same as ching-tlien @ ).
Ching-Chiai(~~ l ) means to regulate the land, divide up fields,

boundaries with
layout the/ditches,HHH roads, piled up earth, and trees. If this method

is not done, then there will be no fixed shares of land, and the powerful

(

accumulate ky~mbv~ng
II r,

households wi 11 be able to get more land than their share (::ED ~1 ).
,=rl' H'

Therefore the well fields will have inequalities, and the taxes (fu~ I),

will not be (according to) fixed law, and greed and tyranny \~ll get

started. Thus turannical rulers and corrupt officials \"i11 want to fool

around and abolish them (the land boundaries, regul tions). If they

are made correct, then the land will be divided and salaries regulated, and

~~ things will be fixed \~ thout expending any effort. (END Nor E)

~.4 :~~ \ (Legge, p. 244, Bk. III, Ft. I, Ch. III, section 14)

I)J'~f Although the terri10 ry of T'ang is narrow and small, yet there mustrf"
~fJ./').~ rbe in it men of a snperior grade (chdn-t",,>, and tbera must e in it countr,y-

~~~ i men (yeh-jen). If there were not men of a superior gra:l e, '\here would. lJe

r none to rule the country-men. If theM' were not country-men, there would

3:l4b

{~
.~

~1 1v"\

~t ....-

~--
1t ~~

~
~

be none to support the men of superior grade.

(Nl)te: This says :k tla t even though the territory of T' eng is small,

still it must have in it men who are (qualified to be) princely men to

seM'e as officials, and it must have men of the fields to cultivate the land.

That is why you cannot be partial and a.olish the methods for diViding up

the land and regulating salaries. (END NOTE)

Legge. III, I, III, 15: I would ask you, in the remoter districts, ~

o8serving the nine-squares division, to reserve one division to be cultivated

on the system of mutual aid, and in the more central parts of the kingdom, )J
make the people pay for themselves a tenth p1 rt of their produce.
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101, 5:14b Note: This was the standard method for dividing up the land and

regulating salaries, and was the meaSl "by which the men of 111e fields (country­

men) were made to support the princely men (chunt-tzu). The term, y~ ),

!t C~~7-"'J
refers to land which was tU-Pi~ l!J,t), that was outside the s~s (kuo-wai :it

The phrase, :t;Im to m<'J1J ) !~~1rat of 1/' v", the chu-fa thet vas put

into practice on the kung-t' 1en. The term, in the middle of the country,

refers to the land o[ the heiang and SU(~f~) that vas located vithin

the gates of the On land that was not g~n~ror uultivation,

they only (divided it up?) by ditches (kou, hsil *65; and had the people

![ pay taxes thens elves of 1/10 of their production. In general, they used

the kung-fa<j.~) (on such land). The ropcaUed ch' e-fa (~~) of the

Chou was in general like this. If you estimate the situation on the basis of

this, it at that time it was not only the chu-fa that was not put into

practice, but with regard to the kung (1/10 tax), it also was not

limited to 1/10. (END NarE)

Legge, III, I, III, 16, p.244-45. From the highest officers down

to the lowest, each one must have his holy field (kUei-tilien~~ )

consisting of fifty maa mau (mou). ~XH

Note: You also had kuei-t1ien in addition to the regular system

).

of hereditary salaries (Shih-1Ut!t+~c2; this

cnun-tzu were given good treatment. Kuei is

was the means by which the

(~~ : Legge , p.244, fen.,",
says Chao Ch I i uses this character as a gloss and Chu Hsi f ollows hi~,

though this meaning of the word is not in the dictionary), and it was

offered in sacrificial rites. As for the fact that there is no mention of

hereditary salaries, the Tl eng (T1ang) already put it into practice. It

is only that it was not yet prOVided for (arranged far), and that is all.

9i: (END NOTE)

~ Legge, Ill, I, III, 17, p.245. Let the supernumerary males (yu-fu

l~lfl~ ) have their twenty-five mau (mou).
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101, 5:14b

Q.,.e,~~oP
Note: Cheng-tzu(1~}- )says that one man (fu) has a lIIIlIXiuax

father and mother above him and a wife and son below him, making 5 peopee.

8 people was taken as the standard for receiving 100 mou of land. If

he had a younger brother, he (the latter) was a supernumerary male (yu-fu),

and when he reached the age of 16 he received a separate allotment of

25 mou. Not until he was an adult and had a roam (of his own) did

he then receive 100 mou of land. In my stupid OPinQOn(~~ :P'an1gye?)

this was outside the regulard system of 100 mou. They also had the category

of land for supernumerary males (yu-fu) in order to provide good treatment

for the yeh-jen (men of the fields, country-men of Legge). (END NOTE)

(Legge's footnote, p.245, seems to be about the same as this; KXKKpX that he

says a family included gf, gmt husband, wife, children. When tkH~ brothers

married and became heads of families themsleves, they received the

regular allotments for a family. t Seems to indicate by this the

phrase above, when they obtained a room.)

Legge, Ill, 1, Ill, 18. On occasions of death or removal from one

dwelling to another, there will be no quitting the district. In the

fields of a district, those who belong to the same nine squares (ching)

render all friendly offices to one another in their going out and coming in.

aid one another in keeping watch and ward, and sustain one another in

sickness. Thus the people are brought to live in affection and harmony.

t Note: glosses some of the terms in above phrase. Not important.

102, 5:15a Legge, Ill, 1, Ill, 19. A square li covers nine squares (a well-field)

of land, which nine squares contain nine hundred mau (moo). The central

~ ,~ (( square is the public field (kung-t'ien), and eight families, each having

~~- its private hundred mau (mou), cultivate in common the public field. And

~. ( not till the pUblic work is finished may they presume to attend to their

~\I~ private affairs. This is the way by which the country-men (yeh-jen) are dist­

~~ ~d \\ ing'::;;edCtfrom those of a superior grade) (chUn-tzu).

Note: This explains in deaail the nature of the well fields system.
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because at that period the kung-fa

102, 5:15a According to the chu-fa( WJ i-t )<>f the Chou, the kung-t' ien was considered

(the source of) salaries for the chUn-tzu (superior men, as Legge puts it,

men of a superior grade), while the private fields (ssu-t'ien) were what the

men of the country (country-men, yeh-jen) receive. Public fields were

placed before private fields (work), and that was the way chUn-tzu were

differentiated from yeh-jen (country-men). (MentiUs) did not say that

the chUn-tzu relied on a (depende on ~t! the countrP-men (men <>f the

fielus), but this is only because he is sparing in his use of words,

and that is all. In the above section he speaks of yeh( ~) and

the central region of the country (kuo-chung J.'f ), these two methods

and he only describes in detail the management of the yeh (outer fields)

~ -+-(3l"'~ )had already been

put into practice in the central region (kuo-chung). It was only that

in taxing it, the rate was more than 10 percent (1/10). (END NOTE)

Legge, Ill, 1, III, 20. Those are the great outlines of the system.

-J~ "(p
Happily to modify and adapt it ( r\"'~ V~ ) depends on the prince

and you. l
Note: Un er the well-field system the feudal lords (chu-hou) all did

away with their registers and thiS in partiCUlar is only the grand outline

of the system, and that is all. The phrase (--: D;~ )means to act

in accordance with the circum.t""es (,,*,,* modify and dapt® 9:¥t~J;fl
and make the system accord with human feelings and with xa regional customs

without loeing anything of the intent of former kings. (END NOTE)

)

chou (

Subnote: (small print, indented one space) Someone asked about

(the phrase), On the fields (yeh), 1/9 is (taken) as chu( ~b ), and L)v(
M U

in the middle of the country (kuo-chung) the people pay themselves ~~ vv~~
-~~.;v I

as tax 1/10. Chu Hsi said i (about this), in the middle of the~ountry

they carried out the method of hsiang( 1~1?) and su( ,I ). as in

the case of 5 families making a pi(~ ), 5 pi m~king a lu( ~~ ), 4

lu making a tsu(3~ )and 5 tsu making a tang( ~ ). 5 tang making a
\~t \ ~

). It was also like (the caSe of) 5 men making a ( l~
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5 wu making a liang(~ ), 4 liang making a tsu ( 13- ), 5 tsu making

a lU?(~ ), 5 lu making a shih( t-r >. and 5 shih making a chUn( f. ).

l
All are multiples of 5. ThiS is the reason why they didn't carry out---the 1/9 method and only adopted the 1/10 (tithe) which the cultivators

had to pay as tax themselves. (And in areas)like the hsiang aod SU«~~f~
they gave up the use of the ching-mu( ~) method. (;J2..-~ )??

102, 5:l5a

Or the ching-mu
system \vas one
where 1 family
produced 1
man as a soldier.

5:l5b

~~ ~~~ r
-r~'~

was where one family produced one man to be a soldier. (Seems to use shih

as a copula in thiS sentence. Chu Rsi's Sung col~oquial?) Moreover, as

in the case of 5 families making a pi i (' ), and a pi had 1

elder? grownup (ch!ing-le~ ") ). The ching-mu system provided that 30 families

produce 10 shih( -:t: ) and 10 tu( 11.t:-- :runners, soldiers?).

(He) also said that these two phrases were in grand outline the

system of the Chou-li, that yeh ) was (equivalent to) the tien,

shao, hsien, and tU(iW~~%r )(0£ the Chou-H). 11 (on which)

the 1/9 (tax, cooperattve labor tax)(was used), and in the middle of the

country (kuo-chung) the 1/10 system was used. Because it was in the

royal city (capital) it was easy to investigate whether the crop was

?a good or bad 0 e. '

was used in the tu and pi( ~ \'> ,and the kung-fa( ~_~ ) YaS used

in the hsiang and su( ~ ~). These were the systems of two eras

that the Chou used in combination. The well-field system could only be

used in flat places. It is believed that in Kiang-nan they used the------kung-fa in accordance with ancient practice.

With regard tom the holy land (kuei-t'ien~lll), Mencius said that

from the high officials on down, they had to have holy land, 50 mou j (each).

The wang-chih(:t:-~l :Li-chi?) also says that there were no taxes (chen ~if:-)

on the kuei-t'ien, and the commentary says that kuei was (~~ ),l\'
and that (the land) was used to support ritual sacrifice. In ancient times

the ching, ta-fu, and shih all had salary land, which was w the kung-t'ien
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in the midule of the well fields, and they required (chu

sang

C~~
) the

labor of the 8 famtXXK men (fu) to cultivate it.

On land like the hsiang, su, l<ou and hSU(~r~ , ~'-;.:0- ),
then all of it was land received by the people and from which 1/10 was

this
collected in taxes (shui). II addition to xkK regular salary land they

also had the holy land (kuei-t'ien), which was land that the ching, ta-fu and

shih families themselves received, and B it did not require the

---
levying (chu of the labor of the men (fu) of the fields. The

purpose behind this seems to have been that the ruler only wanted to

levy cooperative labor service on %i (regular) fields (Chu-t'ie~Ee ) .
If this wasn't so, then 50 mou, as an allotment, was not a complete 100 mou

) ditches

the well-field system), so how could

the coopeaative labor of the 8 families?you have taxed (ch

In talking about systems like the kou and hsU(- ~ i~

and waterways, then the income from 50 mou was taxed at the rate of 1/10.

as in the case

This was also an extremely xkp happenstance system that was incopplete.

Moreover, in all cases it had no diff~eent regulations than in the case

of salary land. Thus, the income from the salary band of the ching, ta-fu

and shih was basically in all cases sufficient to prOVide for ritual

sacrifice. So then why was it necessary to establish a separate category

of land with a different name (like kuei-t'ien)? And why was a uniform

50 mou allotted to all officials from the highest to the lowe&t without

any grade distinctions?

In general, because

~public taxes (kung-shui)

it basically was taxed xi

the salary land was in all cases income from

(NB uses shih again as copula!), none of

(cheng ~~). Again, how could it be said

that the holy land (kuei-t'ien) was without taxes (chengl'lE )?

Based on thiS, I would say that the purpose of it was like this (the above

explanatiQ'l). When you get to the Chou-li, Mr. i~)(HSUan?)

comments that officials also received land that was calle holy land (kuei-t'ien).
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102, :18 5:l6a That this was clear and without further doubt. In geenral, the officials

of ancient times did not engage in cultivateion, so they all had salary

land, but they they also had this (kind of) land so that they

would not forget what agriculture was ••• The intention behind this was

very profound. The system of the ancients was all like this, and

it was most sUitable. (END NOTE)

Legge, V,II,III, 9. p.376.~ A\ to those who tilled the fields, each

husbandman (fu) received a hundred mau. \ihen those mau were manured,

the best husbandmen of the highest class supported nine individuals,

and those ranking next to them supported eight. The best husbandmen of

the second class supported seven individuals, a nd those ranking £EKt to them

supported six; while husbandmen ofx the lowest class only supported five.

~x tNote : A husband and wife had 100 mou to which they added

r~
fertilizer. The shang-neng( ~ I~ ) best farmers were those who used

lots of manure and were diligent in the labor, and what they produced could

proUde for 9 people. The next levels were not equ al in their use of

manure and labor, so you had these five grades. (END NOTE)

Legge, I,II,V, 3, pp. 161-162. (Chap. 5. King HsHan of Ch'i is
asking Mencius about good government)

~:~.!:- Mencius also said (Mencius replied): "Formerly, was the reply, "king

Wan's (Wen's) government of Ch'i was as follows:-The husbandmen (cultivatEW

for the government) one-ninth of the land; the descendants of officers were

salaried; at the passes and in the markets (strangers ) \.Jere inspected, but

(goods) were not taxed: there were no prohi itions respecting the ponds

and the weirs; the wives and cri.iNal .. children of criminals were not involved

in their guilt. There were the old a nd wifeless, or widowers; the old and

husaandless, or widows; the old and childless~ or solitaries; the young

and fat herless, or orphans :--these four classes are the most destitute of the

people, and have none to whome they can "11311 their wants, and King Wan (l,.len),
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102, 5:l68a in the institution of his government with its 'benevolent action, made them the

first 0 jects of his rgK regard••• "

Note: B One xx Ii square makes a c~ing (well-field) with '00 mou of

land. It is divided up like the character, ching, iinto , sectionsi, and

\':D each section has 100 moue The central 100 mou is the kung-t' ien, and the

{t\. \.v
other 8l00.ou are the private fields (sslJ,-t'ien), and the 8 families each

5:16.~~'@ each receive 100 IlOU of' private f'ie1ds (ssu-t' ien). and together eultivate

the kung-t'ien. This was equivalent to levying a tax on 1/'.

The lm phrase lithe descendants of officers were salaried" (shih-lu chet!t~~)

means that the sons and gram sons (descendants) of hereditary officials of

former kings all were given instruction. If they were instructed and

achieved (~~:talent, property?), then they were made officials. If they

did nct have enough (to live on), they also arranged it so that they would

not lose their salaries. In general, if the .Hrw.ikM~ descendants of

former (kings, officials) had achieved some merit in (ruling) the peoib~e,

then they were given (this) as compensation (rew::>rd). This was the ultimate

in loyalty and in providing good treatment (for them) •

The term, "kuan'! (\If<) ) means the passes on the roads, and the term,

"shih" (... rkets) Ileans the markets in the cities (tU-i~~. Chi~ )

Ileans to inspect. Cheng(~~ ) means to tak (shui). The officials at the

passes and in the markets inspected people wearing stragge (different) clothes

and speaking strange languages, but they did not levy a tax on (the goods) of

l!B: the merchalt s.

Che (P001S~ ) means (i~lJ, and liang( ~ ) means fish

weirs, and no prohibitions were established on them since their profits

were shared with the people. ~ ) means wives and children, and

crimes stopped with the individual criminal and were not extended to wives

and dlildren. Former kings in establishing government which nurtured the

people gave guidance ]( to wives and children and had them. take care of the
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102, 5:l6b elderly, took pity on their children. If unfortuntately there were widowers,

widows, orphaBa, and those left without children, wives and sons without

parents, then these too had to be pitied. Therefore it was important to

put (these groups) first. (END NOTE)

-- Legge, II,I,V, 1, p. 1'9. Mencius n also said: "If a (ruler) give

honour to men of talents and virtue and employ the able, so that offices shall

be filled 'Dy individuals of distinction and mark;--then all the scholars (filih)

of the kingdom will be pleased, and wish to stand in his court.

ch'an (shops) on the lad of the marketplace but diQ not levy a tax on merchandise;

or that they regulated them with the laws of the marketplace official (shih-kuan)

but did not levy a tax (fu) on the shops. In general, if there were too

many tnlders (~~~ 'phrase included in Matthews), then they

liMiied levied a shop tax (ground-rent, chKH'an ) in order to repress them

(keep the nUDl er down). If the number of traders were few, then it was

not necessary to levy a ground-rent shop tax (ch' an). (END NOTE)

(II,I,V,2) "If, in the market-place (of his capital), he levy a ground­

rent (ch' an 1J.) on the shops but not tsx the goods (pu cheng1~~ ), or

enforce the proper regulations without levying a ground-rent (fa erh pu-eh'an

~~;ft ), then all the traders of the kingdom will be pleased, and

wish to store their goods in his market-place. ll

""
Note: Ch I an ( ~) means t he houses in the marketplace. Chm g-tzu

(Chang !Sai?~~) says that this probaDly means that they taxed the

-Legge, II,I,V, 3. If, at his frontier-passes, there be an inspection

of Ie rsons, but no t axes charged (on goods or other articles), then all the

travelers of the kingdom will be pleased, and wish to ml. ke their tours on

his roads. (Note: For details, see previous, section.)

V, 4. If he require that the husbandmen give their mutual aid (to ~

cultivate t he public field (ching-che chu*JJVand exact no (other) if!:~(.,.
from them;-then all the husbandmen of the kingdom will e pleased, and wish

"._u:_'l.
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103, 5:l7a
~ to plough in his fields. (Note: They only made people give their labo~ in

order to assist in the cultivation of the kung-t I ien, and they did not

tax the private fields (ssu-tlien). (END NOTE)

Legge, II,I,VI, 5. If from the occupiers of the shops in his market-

place he do not exact the fine of the individual id~r, or of the hamlet's
... k ,.

... quota (ch'an, wu fu, li chih pu l,"-t.t.-l< gge notes that it is

not known what fu-pu <M )and li-pu <t~ ) was except that the

Chou-Ii states that there Vlas a fine exacted from ic10rs or loafers in the

tOVlns, called fu-pu, and that the familyVlhich did not plant mulberry trees

aD. flax according to the rules, Vlas condemmrl to pay one hamlet, or 25 families',

quota of cloth. But pu may be taken in the sense of money.)

Note: The Chou-li states that people Vlho do not plant trees (mulberry

bushe s) around their houses are sUbject to the li-pu<t '4' ), and that

people Vlithout occupations (idlers) pay the taxes (regularly levied on)

C.RJ#'(~ fu-ehia (f£houees of fal'lllers). Mr. cheng~) comments that houses whare

;.- 0 mulberry end flax are not planted are fined Wit~ -tle pu<~) due from 25 hOllS eholds

in one li(t2, and that people Vlithout regular occupations are fined by

having to pay the taxes due from 100 mou and one personx l s (fu/:;:.J allotment.

and the la or service due from one family• At the present time, which was

the warring states period, in all cases they taxed the people with houses

in the marketplace and levied a fu tax on their shops (ch' an). In additi. on

they ordered the payment of the fu-pu and li-pu, Vlhich Vlas not the system

ISf fonrmer kings. (END NOTE)
pp. 200-201

-Legge, II,I,VI, i6. If K (a ruler) can truly practise these five things,

then the people in the neighbouring kingdoms will look up to him as a parent.

From the first irth of mankind till noVl, never has anyone led children to xtHK

attack their parent, and succeeded in his design. ThUS, such a ruler will not

have an enemy in all the kingdom, and he Vlho has no enemy in the kingdom is

the minister of Heaven. (t lien-Ii 'f:.,t). Never has there been a ruler

in such a case who did not attain to the royal dignity."
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103, 5: 17a The Tso-chuan. (Legge, Duke Seang, Book IX, 25th year, p.5l2

(With regard to affairs in the state of) Ch'u i (Ts'oo _ ): Wei ten

was made the (grand) marshal (ssu-~1f) ) of ~s4a Ts'oo, and Tsze-muh4.~~'
(Tzu-~u ) (The chief minister) commissioned him to regulate the I~'~~

levies (~f the State). (PG's note: Lin YaOI-SU?(~~.....~ ) says

-I"...
that ( t:. ) is ir~ ). and make a schedule of its

weapons and buff-coats (~'f I, set about

describing the (different) lands (t shu :l::.. (PG' s note:

5: 17b

writing about It'hat was appropriate to each territory), measuring the
tuo "'I

forests (~K san-lin~~ ). (PG's note: measuring and surveying the

prod£ts of the mts. and forests¥, in order to present them (tax them)

for the use of the state. (~ND NarE); definilig the meres (-!z,£j~ ""I; (PG's

note: (f1£J> is ChU{t :gather together the marshy preserves tol

prevent the people from burning off (the grass) ... from a desire to prepare

hunting preserves.)(END NOTE); marking out the higher lands and downs

(~ if, ~ )(PG note: ••• to mark them for as burial grounds>; dis tinguishing

the poor and salt tracts (note: to lighten taxes on them); enumerating

the boundaries of flooded districts (note ••• to reduce taxes on them);
(next one omitted by Legge: to count and pen up pigs
:DlXU1G8XKJlJlllt4ndDlud:<IBXIDl'lIDUuf.lilblUlX~x(note ••• to put embankments

for pigs
around low marhslands/and calculate the amount of water collected); raising

kB~~,~~small banks on the plains between dykes X (note ••• ln the space betwen dikes

the land couldn't be land out swquare and regular as in the well-field system,
small

so special/land parcels (ch'ing and mou) were set aside)(END NOTE); assigning

flat,fertile land, and as in the Chou-li system, it was ~ed

the wet low grougds for past~~e (~,~); dividing the wide rich

plains into tsings (ching)(JtT 'J~~ :see Mencius, III.i. ch.Ill.13)
I,. ,

(note: ( , ; ) is
;

for well-fields. 6 feet made a pu (pace), and 100 paces made a mou, and

100 mou made a fu( ~ : waS cultivated by one farmer), and 9 fu (farmers)

made up a ching (well-field).(END NOTE); detennining the levies according

to the income of each(J( liang-ju shu-f i 1~ l~ (note: surveying

the income from the 9 fields and regulating the taxes); assigning(the
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103, 5:17b contribution of) carriages and of horses (note: after assigning levies on

carries: In the Chou system, 64 ching (well fields) made a tien( ~ ),

from which a long carriage was furnished and 4 war horses, 12 oxen, 3

armored soldiers, 72 foot soldiers. Even though we don't know what the

Ch'u system was, you can estimate in general what type it was)(END NOTE)

(note, after registering horses: toxegister their hair color, age, and

teeth, in order to prepare them for military use); of armored cart soldiers,

of footsoldiers, with the number of buff-coats (armor) and of shields.

(note ••• ) When he had completed his taks, he delivered the result to Tsze-muh

(Tzu-mu). All this was proper. (Note: to obtain was was proper for governing

the state the chuan talks about what was done well in Ch'u. 25th year of

Duke Seang.)(END NOTE)


