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March 27, 1997

- 10 N 0 el Peaée P rize

For the fourth time, Venerab le Maha Ghos ananda has becn nommated to recel._,q.,-the ob el Peace Prize.
The Cambodian Buddhist Supreme Patriarch is currently leading 100s of monks, nuns ‘and lay people
hrough former Khmer Rouge territory on the Sixth Annual Pilgrimage for Peace, or Dhammayietra.

The text of the letter of nomination follows:

Dear \embers of the Norwegian Nobel Committee,

I am writing to ask rhat you consider the Venerable Maha Ghosananda for the Nobel Peace Prize in
11997 -
I recently had the honor of hosting his visit to Yale University. Long known for his tireless
efforts working to bring peace and reconciliation to his homeland of Cambodia, this tiny monk has
litouched countless hearts, awakening the very posszbzlz:'__.-:-..__. of peace, not only in and among his own
people, but for a generation of others around the world. . '
During his visit, a Cambodian college student was overheard explaining to some other
students that "He does not lead by talking. The polmczans talk. Maha Ghosananda leads our people
16y doing. He is our inspiration; he leads us by his example.” Afterwards he was see represented in a
Wpainting by a six year old whose kindergarten class he had visited: a tiny figure in orange robes with
\huge hands spread wide in welcome.
| 1 am aware that others have previously placed this monk's name in nomination and that his|
llextensive work on beha{f of peace is known to you. May I suggest that his work has become all the||
\more timely. 1 would encourage you to give him notice yet again as his witness of peace and
| reconczi;aﬁon resonates around the world. His work addressing the environmental afier effects of
- gemmal war, strzwng  for the abolition of land mines and fighting deforestation, become emblematic
for a new generanon attempting t‘o respond fo the devastating consequences of batz‘legrounds from

a_ha Ghosananda for the Peace prize for a reason
. f_lj-::_-i.jj}.ﬁ__ -;; impo rtan ce 10 our gen eration. Maha Gh osananda's
) @ un; siave in.a ver _. St - i very presence spea kS:
r erzence that resonates m the heart awakenzng the possibility of peace and

| to a dimension of ex;_

reconczlzarzon inspiring persons of all tradmons
t\  Humbly, and on behalf of those whose szes he touches, 1 would ask t‘hat the Maha? '
Ghosananda s name be placed in nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize, as a witness to what is
Wpossible in our tzme Thank you for your conszderanon and for your work on behalf of peace in our

lworld
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