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en M3rch 2, 1%2, t:re fuma kmf urler: Ge:E:al N: Win stage::l a cap. TIE p:ircipll reas:n 

givm for this cct vas t:hit t:re lhim vas m:1argera:i, h:rre forcirg t:re military to cct in order 

to 1 'kffp t:h= canb:y txget:ra:' 1• TIE irrplicatim vas thit the lt:d:!ral. ~t, or t:re I"!!::Ne to 

atHrl the 1948 O:nstitutiro 1:y tre 91an (arl sqp:rta:ll:y all n:n-&.nnm lea:lers arl state 

~ts), vas eit:h:!r a sa::essicnist plot or t:hit it vas in itself a threat to t:re stability arl 

a:h?sicn of t:h= B..n:rrese lhioo. &Iq:ri.sirg ~' t:h:l.gl it is n::w o;er 25 years sin::e this 

a:x::usatim vas first l.eJelled against t:re 91an pin:es ( clrofa, or saJ h.a) in p3rticular, arrl ot:lEr 

rm-a.nnm lsrl=rs in gereral, m evian:.e ms care to l.iglt to s..wrt t:re existm:e of su:h a 

"SEa!SSicnist plot" in t:re first pla:e. Mxe ~' :irrlaerl ~' is t:re q.ert.im of 

W'y s:t-clars lBYe rot takm t:re bnble to ~te t:re validity of t:re alleged sa::.essicnist 

plot l:Ecre rer.ea~ it in vario.E fa:rrs . 

l1mm. to1ay fa:es seJeCal. serials p:th1srs l:Esides t:re tuimi arl dea:l ECCill1¥, t:re p.:001.sn of 

mtia'Blllli.ty (cr t:re p:cblan of mti£n-b..d.J.di. cr p:>litical. intfgrat:ial, arl sp:ci.fi.cally, t:re 
a"@Jirg ettrdc im..l:gscies), t:re q.ESt:ial cL sa:ess:im, t:re emsial cL t:re tegirre1s legi.t.ina::y, 

arl s:> en. Of th:!se, t:re prl:llan of mti£n-b..d.J.di. cr t:re et:lnic reJ-ellim is of gt:eater 

inp:rt.al:e, even cru:ial., DraEe m1.ess pB::e arl s:ne faro af llli.ty is nsta:a:I, very little 

a11 lE cbe to ta:kl.e ottE i.saEs arl p:thlsrs. 1M IX'esel.tfrm r:b-civil.i.al tegirre ms, it is 

evi.dfnt, rejEctEd aJt af tad ~ 581' s '\rd.ty in di.ve:si.ty" fcmula arl t:re spirit tt ~ m 

W1idl t:re 1<)48 Q:nstitutim \ISS tao:a:i (a:7.tuill.y cc:np1.etErl in~ 1~7). ~this ccnsti.tut­

iat lrBS rot taill.y a fErlaral <X£, it did pn1ide t:re atamrete trd.ts with s:ne 8.1tamy arl 

inta:.ml a.tl:h:rlty. 1M nw 1974 Qr:iidDt.O:nstitutia'fm, ~, ra:iJ:sj t:re statu; tt t:re 9-m, 

Ka::hin, Kmn1i arl ottEr states arl re-casti.tut:e1 tbm. as sinini.stmtive lllits, ro di.ffE!t"E!'lt 

fran tte 5¥irg cr t-krla1Bj di.vi.sims, fer ecmple. Arrl wxse still, tte cnly l.efill p:>litical. 

pu:ty, tte ~ &.tnese Sa:iaHst fu:galn Party (IHIP), cx:npl.etally dmimtai arl cmtrolle:i 1:y t:re 

J1mal·iDW.t:ay, h!l8 rot~ tre l"m"fu:nm with~ 11EB1irgfulrole in p>litics. 

fum 1~9 lp to t:re ~X'esetlt~ c:x:rrt:in.ms SOlEd cmfl:ict tebe!1 t:re a.:rrm-dmimtai CSltral 

~t arl t:re Karal, MD, 9'&1, arl ~is irrlicative rot cnly cL t:re ~ arl 

~ m toth sides, b.It a1s> irrlicates t:re total la:1< af ~ Im"'Yiolent cammi.cat:ial 

d&rEls, p3rticularly siir.e 1%2. 'Imt is to SElf, ti"Be 1'Bs b:sl ro taill.y clear ~iBlt lEtw:al 

t:re l1.l:nm arl t:re l"m"fu:nm elites as to W'Bt ccnsti.~t:re t:him cr t:re I:yi:::dE!..rp.J, arl ro 
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agteaiBit ac; to Wlit is ITEB1t ~ mtimilisn ali rBt.iaal. \lli.ty, er to Wlit s:rt of~~ 

s.ix:rdi.mte rela~lidld tE qa:ative. 'Ihi.s atbi.g.d.ty is naie rrcre diff:iC1.1lt ~ lUna's 

p:e:olmial hista:y Wa:e ~ ~ of mtiatTXxi in ~ \Esta:n er ntrlem SEme did rot exist. 

In acislt Jmm, ac; in all Ird.:M\sial E!ltiti.es~ ~ ghe ttet rel.d ~ JX>lity ~~rot 
a mticml ideD}qry era narlarirste, hit a trihJtm:y relatimhip lB9erl qxn {HSCiiBl lt¥Uty of 

~ ~ to ~ p:s:m1 of ~ ~ \lhi.c:h flu:b..Btai a<; ~ cate ali \!Blt. 

Britbh colmial rule in lUna ~' ali in:tira:.t ainirdsb:atim in ~ ~ etiTdc 

areas fran lPi!bs till~ •ese iilv'asim ~~first step in~ JD].i.tical arl ainini.stmtive 

ewlutim of iUna to a \Estern~ af JX>lity. As a ItBtter: of fBct, ~ Briilih l'Bs sirr.e ~ 192:S, 

ali rrcre eJCPli.ci.tly in~ 19Th, tan cxrnni.ttai to~ um of ul.tirrately crea~ a mti.al-state 

af amm, i.e.,~ ~trer 8Jore p:qer arl ~ ecl1rlerl Ftmti.et" M:eas to farn a~ e:ttity~ 
It seai5 frat this JX>int l'Bs l::es1 missa:i, er ~ misp]~·.~ IUE s:tnl.ars. Fer~ 

lllfathlrable rea:ms ITEcy s:h:>lars p:efer to I'Ep:!Bt JX:Pilar hit erraaus sentirrBlts al:x:ut ~ 

Briilih ~ a divide-f:rrl.orul strategy, pit~ ~ n:n-l1mTa1 ~ ~ IUirBl, ali ~ 

~ ~ t<arm, 9'm, l(ajQn Cl'rl ot:ie:'s to ac;pi.re to sepate mti.c:rll:xxi ali &:> fcrth. '!here is, in 

histcri.cal. reality, ro frurlat.ial at all fer s.rh a nyt:h. 

Ratrer tim E!l:O..Digi.rg sepu:atisn, roth ~ colad.a1. aith:riti.es arl mi.ssiami.es (W'l:>, 

~to JX:Pilar nyt:h, are ,Eq.Bily ~ty d. f~ mti-atnm arl ~tist tarlelcles) , 

fa.rd it rrcre <XIlJe!li.a1t ali exp:diEilt to EnXJE¥ ~ p:u:tia.ilarly ~ t:ln9e II:& 

fU:nm ~ve to ~ Oristia1 faith. 'h l.earnirg d. ~ B.mm ~ er a:mesf~ wk:hly 

~ • 11mese ~ ~ in lx>th mi.ssiam.y ali ~t s:tmls in ~ 9'm State, fer 

exatple, arl ~ histay oc fi.J:mr1 ~ arl ~ w:!t"e ta.g1t a<; will.. ~, ~ ~ 9'm 

elites,~ fU:nm ~ali OJlt:u:e ~widely ~tai. Fer ir6tace, in~ pin:ely cart 

of Hsipl..l, it~ rEq.Ii.re:.i of {rircesses arl cart 1aties to nci.te 11mese JD!b.Y, ~classiCAl 
fUnEse ~' plBj ~ IUTrese te:p, arlit mEtre aiB:l ttet llBY B.mm zat (er cBr.e tt&lt:res) 

t:l:tl.p:!s, of M:rrlalBj ecprially, w:!t"e J.Etrcniza:l ~ 9'm Jrirres an ttey IBfa:mrl all OJer ~ 

9'm State at ~ tm:ti.t:i:cml. fi..est.ac; era_. In tre 9m State arl ~ ~ S'm, tb:!re ~ 

a lively arl cx:nsta1t ~ oc-~ &l:nm OJltu:al ~' fa::.ilitatai in all fCiKrility ~a 

Smerl ad::hist faith arl OJltl.l:.'e. It will l:E seEil tta-efa:e thlt ~ Briilih arl ~ mi.ssiami.es 

did rot in~ \IHj retard ~ o.ll.tu:al assimilatim of ~ S'al, Km1in, Kare:ni arl otb:!rs. 

~y, ali rrcre ~y, ~ Briilih arl ~ mi.ssiami.es did rot ~ ~ farn of 

OJltu:al. sepu:atisn. Itpit eJe:1 tE said ~~ Briti.S1 anpl.etai ~ task ~ ~ ~ 
Alaqplya (17.52~) of'-~ Mn la'g..l3ge arl OJlt:u:e. because of tl,e pre.d..' 'n ;n.a.,oe 

(f•'ve,., +r. !1;e. B<A ~~ .... ea ..... fft-U:~:"f'e., a.,. ..... .,cse. ... ca-el ,g ..,. 'r,..., t::l"' CIA H:~e . 
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At this ju'r.ture, ~ mEt t:Js:kle tie q.EStim of W¥ tie Briilih ~ tte tm-

a...:nm arees(respa:;tively cal.la:i tie FX:l•rlErl kess, tie &:b:d.l1ed N:ees, a'rl fiimly, tie Fimtier 

kess) sepn:atel.y if tie Briti.Sl did rot lvJe in miirl tie tall<aii.zatial of tie c::aratry? 'Ire releJo­

alt a'rl nnst: f~ ~ is, siaply,~. WBl tie BritiSl ~ tie~ pxtim 

of tie 1wa ldiP~ tie co.rt of ~ 'Ihil::aJ at ~ lBi ~ ttet tine Vf!rj little cr ro cx:ntrol 

CNet" tie 9m p:ircipilities, cr ~ tie Kaa:mi~ cr '~hit is row tie Ka:hin cr Chin state. 'Ire 

naja: 9m Irin=es aJ:h as tie Qmfa of l-&!wi., of Hsiplw,~ (~, ~' a'rl 

Ya.qpe, a'rl a tn>t of min:r mas lBi rot cnly rep.di.ate:i their al.1..egUrce to tie I1Jnm th:cre 

b.Jt lBi ad:sd<a:l m a p1a'l to D'Bit:h m t-tma1By, <M!t'tb::cw ~' a'rl p1a::.e m tie th:cre a 9m 

carl:id:tte, tie I1ll1m Linbin Prin::e of tte lhl9e of~ As a nat~ of fa:.t it \IBS tte Brit­

Uh \oh> ~ tte S'al p:ircipili.ti.es, allE.t mt:I:a;ctively, uder I1ll1m ~ in 1.888 ~ 

l'Bvirg tie Irin=es a::l<roi~ tTeir trihrt:.aJ:y s.ixrdimtial to r-Krla.1ay as p:!r tie a:mti.es ~ 
10' 

with tte 9'm Qmfa at ~ a'rl M.rrgyai.. 

'Ire si.b.Btial at frat t:inE, t:tat, \IBS m1 a1nB:iy dis1sd:Ere1 kirg:bn, ~largely fran 

tte ~tal::e of a-d tie k6s of eff££ti.ve l.er:t:Hs at tre co.rt, d.e to IB1a:e intrigE:s a-d 

cn.pi~/ a-d tte stsEqmt k6s of legit:ina::y of tie~· It \ISS rot as if tie BritiSl tc:xi< ~ 
a lllite:i a-d c:cie;ive kirg:bn ali , t::tm ~ to dislsller it to l!sep it \rmk a-d s.bni.ssi.ve. 

'Ib tte cxxrt:taty, it IIlEt te rote:i frat rra>t mlad.al p:w:s:s ( tte BritiSl, tie Fnn:h, tte Il.Jtch, 

etc.) se1d:m ~ tie tari.tcrial l:Blkalizatial c:i. <X>lad.zerl tari.tcriti.es ~ trey c:ertainl.y 

a'rl cttm l'sve, as a JXili.tical ta:ti.c, tri.e:i to frag1B1t p:>litical ~a-d gro.p; are mt.ial:ll­

istic. ITCM!lBlts did ~ in tie mlmi.es. 

M::l:e:JJer' it \ISS too nu::h to eJC(Et tte Briti.Sl ~ af~ tre aTIE!Xat:ial, to re-integtate 

tte fragte:lte:i lc::iJ9im a-d p1a:e tie f1lnBl in a d::mirmt p:sitial ¥in as tie I1ll1m tBti.aB1ists 

sesrs:l to l'Bue ~. Q1e camt plBJ1E this to te tte inne:ti.ate inp:s:ati.ve a-d Iri'rity d. tre 
Briti.Sl. Jn tans cX sxmnic.s, CXIUI'ECCe a-d tm.E, tb!re \ISS ~ in 11mB Prqer itself to 

l!sep tte BririSl ad the Jntia1 ~ b::u9es a-d oti'e:' firHcial. intet'ests llglily a:a pied a-d 

the Brit:Uh a.Jthriti.es bEy with~ a-d~ the IEESSAry ~tn.cb.res. This, 

t:tat, \ISS the CX>l.mi.al Iri'rity; this, a-d rL ca.ESe, ~ tte c:o..ntty at ps:e. In pD:ticu1.ar, 

it \ISS inpxta1t to keep tie nm:rl a-d ~ n:rH1.I:nBl bxdet- tari.Urles sbi:ll.e a-d q des::mt 

S) frat the p:>ts1tials of &.me p:qe:' c:xu1d te ~a-d l:et~ eJCplaite:i. 'Ire 1.eBst c:a;tiy 

WfJ to a::hievoe this \IBS to let tre n:rH1.I:nBl etbo-mtiaBl gro.p; g:M!m thensel.ves ~to 

their respa:;tive tmii.tims. It cal ti'e:efce te seen frat it \IBS 'l'Dthirg nrre ttm ~ 

Vdd1 rmti.vate:i tie Briilih to a:ininistet" tie frcn~ arees sep~Iately. B.lt fran tie l<Jals ~' 

as lmm pEqK ~ e:x:n:micall.y ad p:>litically, Itit:iih p:>licy \IBS t9 ultirrately iu:alxra.te 

tte ~ rm-l1IIrBl h:Irelarls with l1mtB ~. 'Ire Briilih cal in ro 1Jtf 1::e a::o JSE.rl of 

distmtedrg tie I1Jnm kirg:bn cr fer rot cbirg Em.@1 to te-integtate tie 'kiil}±m into a m:xietn 
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~tate. If 8¥1'£ is justifie:i in scosj~ tre British of IHfid>' it is tre Karal, 8'rl 

certainly rot tre &..mBl mt:imilists. 

~, tbe is ro ~ ttat tre )IE!Bt"S \l'rlec tte IC.tish ~did stsqmtly a:eate 

cr ECtivate diffaao:s in idemity ~ tte ettro-retiaBl gro.p; d EUnB. h e::aauic ~ 

nmt d. lUna p:qH" 8'rl s rressive fans d self~ intt'tdr.a:i cy tre British fran tte l<Jn> 

~ l:rc:l.glt to tre &..mBl tte ecperim::e d IXilitical. pu:t.iclpltialmrl p>litical. mbiHVItim. 
12. 

'fuis aB:am sd ECtivatai amra:. rstiaBlisn 8'rl tbdr tesadliBit ~ tre IrrliaE sd 

&mtuill.y Slti.-<X>lalial f~, as e1.seb:!l:e in Asia. At tte are tine sd a1s:> in lUna p.-q;er, 

tre Katel too h:d takm Cl1 B'l identity, ~ly ~ ti'D9e Christ.ia1iza:i sd l'Bi setV61 in 

tre l.Ger ~of tre colmial bres.l::ra::y, tre p>lice, sd tre militar.y. . h icBlti.ty \laS 

as gcxrlmrllcyal. abjEcts of tre Btpi.re, 8'rl staqmtly, tre ''k¥ll'' Katel idelltifia:i tre IUnm 

mt.iaelists, ~ly tre 'IlEl<im, as !l.b.e:si.ve sd disl.c¥ll elsrB1ts. h &..mBl mt:i.aelists 

in b..m ~ tre Katel as di ~cable SE!I:Va'lts of tre \lhite !TBl. 'llu:; w:iS establiS11rl in a.:rra 
p:qH", oo ircicBltal sd diatEtri.cally '\\*Sfrl icBlti.ti.es lB9Erl essEnti.ally m tre attib.rle tre 
&..mBl sd tre Karm resp:r.ti.vely rel.d with ~ to tre British. 

In~ Frcnti.er M:eAs an ~~State, tw::l identities \oB'e E:Cti.vat.Erl. <IE iantity, arag 

tta;e \oh:> ~ in tre military sd tre p>lice fcn:e, w:iS similar to ttat d. tre Katel; i .e., as 

gcxrl sd lcya1. abjEcts of tre Btpire. Arotte: icBlti.ty w:iS as a self~ p:q>le to Wur1 

tte Briti.Sl \oH'e l:mevol.alt 1%0~ sd qtol.da:s of :uw, cz.m-, 8'rl justice. 'IlPj \e."e thri<ful 

fer tre British ilrpB:rl ~, a state \ohich ttEy mrely E!ljoja:i \bn tte IUnal ~ IU1.Erl (B'rl 

:in::.id:!ltally, mve rot lcro.n sirce \oM IT). tetu:ally tte:efcre, tre n:n-fUnm (:ECples sd lEBiers 

did rot S'me tre B'lti-co~ se:ttirre:lts of tte f1lnal mt:i.aelists, 8'rl ttEy na:eoJer did rot feel 

cxnfida1t in t:re Dlity of t:re a..nm to ru1e ably cr p:.u/~ Part:i.aJlarly, t:re 9Ht p:irc.es \e."e 

ecp=rial ly w:ai.Erl \bn in tre late 192.Js ttH"e \e."e tallcs mJt: :irca:{Xllllt:irg tte Frc:ntier kess 

with lUna ~, sd ttEy JEtitiae:i tte Mt.i.ftl fer a.d.table saf~ of 9-al a.Jt:amy sd 

self-g:M!lilirg status in tte e.9lt d inxqx:rm~~ h 9Bll'Bi ~ ~ ~ a relatively 

~t.Erl pili.tical. &ySt.sn W1ic:h l'Bi ser::w:i as a m:xiel fer tDth tte Ka:hin 8'rl tte Kaan1i sd 

\e."e ttus {1"Q.rl d ti'Ei.r ~~? 'lb q.2 as s::ne reJisiadst hi.stcri.ln; t&Je a:n/6 
ttBt tte 

p:irc.es cn•Sfrl in:a:paatim tfrase ttEy fearEd~ ti'Ei.r fe..Dll ~ altc~,eth~ misses 

tre JX]int. h fa::.t is ttat t:re p:irc.es as tm:iitialll tule!:s tqn!SBrt:a:i ti'Ei.r pqll.e, 8'rl tteir 

{:ECP1.e lB:i rot St::wl~ ~ d. ~ tD lE IU1.Erl cy tte 11mtal. As a aettet' of fa::.t, ttH"e 

w:iS ro OJeDill. '\unese" mti.ael..isn. 'lle:e w:iS mly IUnm rstiaBlisn \ohich is still tre cac:ie in 

a.:rra ta1ay as ca1 lE seen fran t:re p>licy d 8.J:nmizatial att.a'rJX.Bi cy t:re a..nm elites in cmer 
to affa:.t 'mt.iaal uli.t:/'. W:! carot ~tte British attaliX at~ in l1.lnB 

W'1l1d mve srt:Ee'iErll'B:l rot Wrld W:lr n 8rls:i British rule. 1\::d~ tte British ~ t-sYe h!a1 
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lil1.e to irl:ttprate tre Frcntier R.TBS within lUna~' arl a'~" identity miglt l'Bve 

e1eqg:rl. Ultiaatel.y, a ''I:U:mase'' retial miglt l'Bve leal amtsi. &.It at~' th=re is atl.y 

IUnBl rstialilisn. 

/>8 hista:y lllfolded, Wrld W3r II l:rcice cut arl p.rt Sl Eld to tre &:it:iSl effa:ts at rst:im­

~· Ftrtta-, t:na W1t' rot cnly nttem:i t:na ~of Brit:iSl hwircibility·b.Jt aolllcaB:i a11 t:na 
pqll.es of lUna. It~ tbm U:ce to fa::e with tre wrld at large. It \8S a _nw., <ii.11a ilrl 

violmt inpct UIIBii.atsi ~a third prty•.ss \8S tre case ~y. '1here \8S ext.emive dest::n.ct­

im, wit\qa:ml di.sla:.atim arl a total di.s:rl..pial d. life. Sin::e lUna \8S me of tre mjcr trsatres 

of WJr, tha-e \8S rot atl.y nu::h ~ imol~ llB1 of all m:.es arl rsti.mi, bJt na:e inprt:altly, 

af idfBs as will. 'Il'a-e wa-e extEnsive effa:ts ~ tre aM:s:saries to mixi 1 ire tre kcal. ~tim. 

'Ire Allies ~ ¥ltS arl am5 into tre arm, ~ tre Kar:el, Ka:hin, 9'm arl othel:s~ to 

figlt fer th:rlr lDrel.al:is, th:rlr rsti.mi, tb:rir t:l.::w\s arl ~. Ch tre ~ lBrl, tre • ese 

emrta:i tre I1J:nmc; to f4tlt fer tiEi.r ITDtia-J.arl atf to \tap tre Wte nB1 cut. In &at, it WiS 

a total ~ ~. Wrld W:!r II tunrl tre wrld tprlde ci:wl arl mixiliud tre IUm­

Bl, tre Kar:el, tre Karerrd., arl tre otta:s in a I1BYE[' 1h.y lB.:ll'I:M'!r ~ lEfa:e. Eltnic. 

:idEntities arl p>liti.cal aspi.Iat:i!n; wa'e &.BlcB-s:l arl ~· 'Ire K.ar:m f~ tre IUnm arl 

tre .iplese in tre rsre of frea:bu, Wle tre IUnm f~ tre Kar:el arl tre A1J.iErl fa:ces als:> 

fer tre ca.Ee of fl:ea:bn. 'Ire inp:ct. of Wrld W3r II m tre ethr:Hetia:Blistic f~ of tre 
pqll.es of 11mB, arl th:rlr ~in tre WJr m bhili c£ q{Uii~ p::w:!![S c:ertainl.y ca:rot 

1:2 l.IIErestinatsi as it l'Bs cti..nct tmri.rg m s beq mt reJ..at:Un; 1:2twHt tre IUnm arl tre 
rm-li.anal. 

After tre liBr' tre British ret:l.l:tBi, bJt rot ~ after' tunrl CM'!r p:JiiE!r arl tre amtty 

to tre IUnm IBti.aB1.ists, tre mfl. (hlti. F~ Pe::p1.es Fi:es:bn leagt.E), W'D l'B:i till tre ~ 
nmths of tre WJr ooll;ixratsi with tre EIBTY• 'Ire rm-li.anal, W'D l'B:i f~ fer tre British w:s:e, 

p:lrKbdcally, ~· Qnb::a;y to c:Jaim; rra:ie ~ tre IUnm rstiaalists arl, ¥in, n!p3Btsi 

~ s:rre hi.st.c:ria:ls arl wdts::s~9 it \8S rot lkiti.sh ~to m:o~ sepu:atisn ~ tre n:n­

IUJ'Im ~. Rathet-, the IDlicy \8S to~ Bl arledy t:Emsfer: of p:J~oEr arl teS{XRdbility 

fer a \l'lifurliU:Im to tre AFm... 'Ire Bdt:i.Sl Uixr ~' as a mtter d. fa:t, qm Bl 

~1a:tt with 1t.rg Sin~ 1x>th to itapnie:ce arl tre irCC1"1XX8tim of tre 9ul State arl 

ot:het- Fkmtier: N::eas as p:!r tre ~ &n-Atlee l.ad:n lgt'eeia:at in Jal.my 1<)+7. This \8S a nmth 

Iricr to tre histcri.c ~ ~IB&t. tbE of tre Frc::nt:i.a- h::eas l.ea:e:s \e.'e cx::n:llltsi er 

askB:i th:rlr cpirda1s ~ tre in::aol:• tatim of th:rlr lDrel.al:is within ama. 'Ire l.ad:n 

~IBlt \riBS a fait ~~p.rt tre 1'Dl"ft..a:mns in tre difficJl.t pE_tim of lv.ri~ to 

neg>tiate th:rlr fate 11i.th tiEi.r \IBrt.irre EIBlY, faner "b:aita:s" s:> to sp3Bk, wittwt Enf relp fran 

ttEir faner ally, the Bd.fuh. 
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'frds epi gxie in fUna IS hi.stny t ~ with ti'£ tra'lsi.tial of ~ fran ti'£ &iti.Si to 

tt£ AFm.. W1:id1 CX1Jld cast a cleaJ:er liglt m tt£ t:J:\E sit:LBtial of tt£ ~ tm, lllfcrtuatel.y, 

b:s1 9:> ~ arl distcrtErl thit it is gmerally reid tcrlay ttBt tt£ 9'm, Ka::hin, Olin, arl 

s:> fcrth, mjc¥rl &itish s.g:xrt, thit they \B.'e E!mJ"¥i to dista:ce tbrrselves fran tt£ 

Imrm ret:imilists arl to~ in:x:q•catim, er tblt tt£ '\nificatial'' of lUna \IBS a:hieJej 

despite &itish ~ arl mti.-11inali1Bl1M![S. In reality, lne¥er, 8 c:m:eful st:uiy c% tt£ 

repxt c% tt£ Fra:tti.er "Areas O:mni.ssiat c% Ekq..d.ty (FN:E) will Eiiw tmt tt£ lki.tish \B.'e detalninrl 

to igue \rh!~ ~~ th!re \B.'e ~ tha 1.'IX'l-l1l:nms arcemirg tt£ jairdrg of ttEir hire­

lads arl t:teir destinies with~ IUnm!9 As \tell, tt£ &iti.sh lJtxr ~·s uresr.cusivm:ss 

to ~ Karm srreaJ s fer t:teir safety arl ~ cxnfo.rrls tt£ nyth tblt tt£ &itish \B.'e ~­

:ially .&)flp'iti'£tic to tt£ Karm bra a> d ~t lc¥Uti.es arl 9f!I:Vk.e~ 

It will te seen ti'H'efa:e tmt tt£ S'm, Karm, Ka::hin, etc.., tBviq; b:s1 igl:m:i arl er::br­

e:i ~ tt£ Br:itish, 1-a:.:l very little croice lut to nake tt£ b!st of tt£ sit:LBtial at rarl, i.e. , to 

n:gotiate \rh!te.ier safegi..Btds pv;sihle trder tt£ circ:ursta:ce with tt£ fUrra'l retimili.sts. en 
tt£ 0~ rarl, tha fUrra'l ~litical elite, tt£ AFm.., \IBS ~in 8 diffio.Jlt pmtim arl rmi;rl 

tt£ 9..llXrt d tt£ 9:u1 {rin:es, tt£ Olin chiefs, tt£ Ka::hin dJrBS arl tt£ Kan:mi ~ in crder 

to farl off its tet~ ~rivals, tt£ Ra:i arl \thite ~ l1.lmal cx:nmnists. Als:>, tha 9..{1"EETE 

1arler c% tt£ AFm.., ~ Sal, ~cssesserl stat.estm-l.i¥e q...alities arl ~ did rot ~ to 

jiqpisn em daNinisn \rhi.dl ~teri.za1. (arl still cb) l1.lmHl ret:im:ilisn. I£ \IBS als:> cmns­
IIBtic arliiB~ to cxn.rirce ~ ~ tblt re urletstarl t:teir fears arl t:teir mistnEt of 

tt£ 111:nm, arl t:mt re ~te:i arl ~~eir rig1t:s arl 8.ltall1y. Iin:e, tt£ ~ 
l@;tt:atalt \!BS sigrel in a smll. txwl ~ thit rate in ti'£ 9'm State m 12th Feinm:y 1~7 in \rhi.dl 

tt£ ~ lm:Ets ~ to ccqa:ate with tt£ intErim ~ of Ministerlal.B.Dm (tarlrl 

~ tt£ &itish <O.Iemlr) S) tblt ''ti:eabtt will~ aa:e ~ly ~ ~ tt£ 9'ms, tt£ Ka:trlns, 

arl tt£ Olin;~ their innldiate cc:qBBtim with tt£ intedm 8..lnEse ~ ••• " 

Ircidaltal.ly, tt£ 1~7 ~ lgrtstatl is ~ in tt£ serse tblt it is rot, IEr se, 

a d:x:ulmt iilx1lxra~ tt£ Frcntier Ar:ees (arl tha 9'm State) with 1Uira ~. Ra~, it is 

a gse:al. ~!Btl~ fer Fratti.er Ar:ees ~rtatim in tt£ Go.enr's Em:uti.ve Co.rcil, 

arl m1 ~ratt in p:irciple, .th::l@l rot ver:y spd.fi.c, fer tha a.rtaary of the Fi:a1t:ier keBs in 

i.nt.emU ainini.strati.m arl firal::e. Jn otiH' lOXis, tha ~ lgtee.iB It eX 1~7 is IID.'e of 8 

S)'lix>l of trd.fic.ati.m t:tm ~ else. M:e 9.i:stmt:ial arl releJa'lt, arl na:e ~, w:ul.d 

~ tt£ c¥1 ita:atims arl n:carl of tha Cmrtib.mt Assatbly W1id1 dl:aftai the c.cmti.tutim in 1~7 

fol.lOOrg tt£ ~ of tt£ ~ ~IBtt. ~, fer a:JJE I'EfSl1 er oti'E:', rothirg nu:h 

of the \ak ckre in tt£ ~of tt£ 1~ Ccmtitlltim is knon, CXIIllBlte:i qm, er st:u:furl.u 
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'fiE 1~ O::.mtit:utial vecy nu::h ~ tre wB< ~ p:&tiat of tre &c.nt.i.er R:eas 

b:ral9P tre lhim er tre l)'i-du-gzu WE, in E!SSE!l:e, oolmial. in st:ru:.tLre. 111:rm p:q;er ax:apioo 

a ~ja] ~te p:&tim ~trenD~ c::a..nny er J¥i"'ff'B, arl tre 9Bt, Ka::hin, an:i tre 
22 . ---

Kara:rd. State (arllate:, the M:ll, Karen, arl tre Amka1 State)~ in effECt sbrictiary arl 

at:adimte uli.ts. 'fiE ~ of &.l:tm p;qH" (fYi.~) WE tre CSlt:l:al er lhicn ~ 

resp:rsib1e in p:cctice cllly to tre IUnm (arl AFIH.}«mimta:l OBd:K of [Rp¢ies. ·~ qp!![' 

Olllb:r cL Natialili.ti.es (c:alplL981 of 53 fUnm arl 7J. n::n-D..ma1 IIBrb:rs) WE na:e 1..fte the Brlti.S'l 

lb.Jse c£ larls t:lBl tre Ateri.ca1 Semte. 'fiE states 1m t:J:e:efa:e vecy little SElf in lhicn affairs, 

an:i ro wi.ce in aatters ~ to Men:.e (in pu:ti..a.1lBr, ro c:artrol Rt&level: ~ the IUmn­

d:mimta:l amm h:mf), arl treir legislative JDoB:' WE ve::y limita:l~ 3 ~ to riB1Y n::n-amm 
fDJ!'Cf!S~ tre cxnsti.tutim \tBS ITEB'lt to te tslp:aty, arl thy \e:e ~ cy tre lUnm leaiers tn:lt 

it cru1d arl w::u1d te SIBded later. Fer tre rn:IIB1t, it WE inp!aitive tn:lt tre cmsti.tutim te fumrl 

arl irrlep:lrlerce w:n as fD:Xl ~ p:lSSihle. ~, ..mle tre cx:nsti.tutim WE~ ch:afta:l, Al..rg 

&Kl arl tre \rh>le interim c.:trlret WE assassimta:l (in ..lJ.ly 1'¥+7), arl tre JDlitical. si.tl.Btiat ta:l 

det:.eria:ata:l. It \oBS rot a tine to qrithle er te divisive. 'fiE c:ann.nists \roJE!re ~ thrir 

fcrc:es arl ~ fer ~lutim. 'fiE AFIH.' s CWl pcx:lcet amy, tre M (FU.ples Voh.nteer ~ 

izatiat) i'B:l b:gJ.I1 to ~ <XJmal caJ9e with tre c:ann.nists' arl ttere \laS gn:wirg l<aren-8.J:nm CCJTm­

U'Bl strife arl viol.a:-e ·all CJJer l.a.oer E1mre arl in tre Imwdiy delta area. It \£:; irtp:!l:ati.ve to 

rraintain a llli.ta:l £rent ~t ~, roth tre AFifl. arl tre n::n-amm leaiers femirg a 

c:ann.nist t:.akfo.e:- arl re.cl.uti.m (Wlidl :in:.identally \tBS ~a feet in Chira, tre gia1t 

innaii.ately txm:rirg the Ka:kirl·arl tre 9Bt State). 'lli!se c:atna1 m:rls arl fears catB'lta:l tre l:xJrl; 

tetweEn the n::n-amm leaiers arl the Am'L. 

'fiE em of ccqa:atiat t:et:wBl the AFifl. arl tre 9al, I<a::hin, <hin, arl ((armU leaiers 

:uma:i till tre Am'L firBlly 1xde into tw:> fcctims in 1958. It CBll'DleYer l::e said with cxrfi.den:e 

tmt U N.J, despite gtmt c:xHs arl his riB1Y ~ arl fall.ts did, in a ~ \ef, le:p the 

c:x:mtz.y ~ti'E. 'frat is, tre n::n-amm elites a:c.E(XErl U N.J ~ a lfgi.tinBte l.ea:ier arl ruler arl 

~'leU, Erlfoo::.a:i U N.J's arl the Am'L's lfgi.tina:¥ in thrir ~ti.ve h:Ire states arl aragst 

ttEir CWl pqlle. 'D1is cbes rot inply l'DleYer tmt tre tel.at.ial!ilip \oBS S1IXlth all tre \ej. 'llEre 

~ p.-c:h1.sm ~ fiiB1::e arl tmcatiat l:ebe:n tre state arl tre CSlt:l:al gcM:llliBlt, arl ttere 

'W::!re n::n-amm dm&e!Fof m:.ial clis:rimimt:ials .a:rl:JiEir ~ts ~t &..l:nmizatiat. 'fre:e 

at'09e a1s:> tre q.est:i.at of l1d::llisn ~ U rti irr.reasirgly fiM:nrl tre a:k{tim af l1rl:i1i.sn ~a state 

rel.igim. I1.Jt ttEse p.-c:h1.sm \!Ere rot irB>hble er ~ilitlle~~ ~' tta-e \oBS ere aajcr 

arl very seria.E p:001sn W1id1 tireat:Enrl to, arl did, in tre finU aelysis, q:set tre delicately 

l:B1aarl 9..{E1'CI.'dimt.e-sLtx:rdirste tel.at.ial!ilip l::et:wBl tre caltml goJBl1'1Blt arl tre cmsti.b..Blt 

states. 'D1is \oBS ro o~ tim tre ~ of tre l1.1:na:l-<bnimta:l 11mB h:mj in tre n::n-D..mm 

h::nelads. 

.. 
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'Ire IUnB Nloj JD9ED a najcr p:tb1sn in~ states twaw ~cere military l.eaErs loBe 

~ly etito-mt.i.mili.stic, mqicbi.c arl :irwm:i l.cxidrg. ~!Bi ~amy ali trerselves ~ ~ 

SffJia:s W-o t'Bi sh:rl blcxrl to ~ iiO:peldes:ce arl t'Bi rest.c.I:'Ed to ~ B..r.nm m:e ~ g1.a:y of 

olds:t tirres WB111.1nm ~ cxrq.Em:l ~ lcirt!Jbr6 arl s.bwta:i var:irus ''lesser' 
JRll]es. 'Ire IUnm militacy 1m very little loJe fer~ tmti.tiaal. I'tll"ft..nese l.eaErs WD11 it 

viEwrl ~ ctstnctirg retiaal. url.ty arl ~' arl ~y d:i.slcyal.. In pu:ti.o.ilBr' ~ 9m 
Jrirces \e:e ~ ~ J:E!f:Ctiamy farlal. despJts W-o W1l1d ae c&j tal<e ~ 9Bl State wt of ~ 

lhim (~ a ITBtter of fa:.t, this \IBS ~ r:lg'lt gtmta:i to ~ 9Bl State llliar ~ X of ~ lhim 

Cmstitllticn). Se=arlly, ~ IUrrm militaty regmDrl ~ q.asi.-fe:ieml aa:ageaeat of ~ c:a.ntry 

~ 81 ~~of mtiaal cx:h:!sicn, 81 u:deshli)le CXII{XOidse fcrce:lqxn~Ug &n cy 
~ &i.tish arl tin9e farlallea:Jers. Givm arh a mini-set arl attib..rle, it\&> ireJ:i.tmle frat 

th:! 8Jmm military W1l1d l'eve very little S)tlpltiy fa: ~ aspil:at:ims of t:re 1'll'l'"IUnm M>les. 

1b ftrt:rer cmplicate ITBtter, braJSP ~ CXIIJUBlt states ta:i Vf!t:'j little wice at tre CS'lter, 

tipt tm tte:efcr:e ro a.Jth:rity over ~ IUnB Nloj u:d.ts,offica:s, a: p:?rSCillels statiam within 

tre vario.ls states. In effe:.t, this pemitta:i l.a:allUnm mi.litacy CXliiiBders to ~ride l.a:al 

:1&5 arl la::al. arthxity, \lhich in t11.n amta:i seria.B ~ ~ ti"a'e loBe irt:.ickats ali 

frict:ims, to p.It it mildly, tEtw:al t:re lUnm &>ldia:y arl ~ rm-D.m1m {q'ilsa:>. ~ 

ti"a'e loBe irt:.ickats of~' lootirg, ~' ~~of vill~, d:i~{Mtace a: ahi..ctial 

(cy t:re dteer:ia:i MIS, a: ~ Militacy ~ Setvi.ce), all trat ~ state ~ts cx:u1d cb 

\&>to tepX't ~ ITBtter to~ cart:ral ~t, <r mise~ ITBtter in farliaielt, a: c:xnp1:rin 

to~ militacy CXIIIIBM cxrcena:i. 'Ihis cane of Et.im \IBS1in ~ic:etrot au.y futile s:iir.e 

arh c:xnpL:rints 'ttE'e regmDrl as~ qxn ~ l1::n:r of b:a.ae &>l.di.e:s, 81 irwlt to~ amy, 

arl as SlbJez:si.ve, b.lt \&> 81&> a da:gerrus arl foo~ cane to~() As a res..il.t, t:re atrocities 

arl ~ res..il.tirg reseub1aat ax:urulata:i, arl ~ pesart:s W-o tai &Jffem:l ~ nmt fran ~ ~ 

arl a:,tims of~ lii:Ul.y arl ill-dis:.ipl:inEd IUnm &>l.di.ety lB:ate ~y des{e:ate. 'h!y 

lB:ate ~will, IJIX'e ad IJIX'e djsill•siaal with ttEir <W\ l.eaErs, ttEir Matte:s ct Parliaielt, arl 

l.a:al aininistmt:i.ve offi.cHs. 

At this jlrctl.l:e, it will ~ tlEl'PS')Bt y to S1!lf IJIX'e m.rt: ~ 9Bl Irirces (sabra, in 111lrese) 

sin::e tret \e:e inprtalt pili.tical a:.tl1's rot ally within ~ cxntext eX th:! ~ relati.aBlip, 

b.lt 81&> braw of th:rlr role in~ Fe:ieml M:Mm!lt, i.e., ~ I10.'e to armi ~ 1~ Ccnsti.tllt.i.aa 

\lhich p:a::.:ipitata:i ~ 1%2 militacy t..ale:M!r. In ~-irdepmerce lUna, t:re s-m Jrlrr.es \e:e, 

fran~ fe!'SlECtive ct Jra:.tical p:>litics, U9efu1. allies fer tre Ami... lbever, fran~ i~ 

ical ~t, ~ .AHR. arl tre {rirces \e:e EDmi.es; tre fanEr ~~fesserl &riaHsts arl 

l:EJ.ie.oa:i, in~ <Egrees, in MD:xisn, \lhile ~ fCIIl'Er \e:e l-eralitacy ad b:aiiti.a-e.llarlers. 

'h!y were l:x>th p1.a:Erl in a very u:r.artcrtS:lle Jndtim of~ to 1a.'k ~tie: with thrlr id:nlq;kal 
.· 
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fee. lbever, ~ gg, c:tmfa cr saba did mxgrd.ze ttet treir stab.E as 'te:a:li.tary rulers ~ 

au::tm-dstic. 'Ire cxmi.rg gse:atim of gg,, pu:ticul.arly ttme air.atErl an ~ u::ta-d.tes, ro 

~ ~ ~ '(rin:e:s' te:a:ti.tary rl3'tt to tule. There \ISS a1s:> ~ I&rl to ~ 

a:rl starlan:iize ~ Btninist:mtim a:rl to ~ ~ gg, with a ~ fcx:lE of ulity arl loyalty. 

'Ire p:in:es tu:i tte:efcxe lEg.n in 1952 ~:~ ·f:L ~ treir p::J.oEr to ~ gg, ~ 

I1B1t at 'DI..r@&y j, arl this \II3S cmpl.ete:i a:rl firBJ..izErl in a cet"BBIXY at ~ in 1959 \Cd.dl 

Gsa:al Ne Win attsrlerl as lurl of ~ care-~ ~ (1958-W). In effECt, ~ '(rin:e:s 

Sl..EX'arJemi treir te:e:litary p:w:!:S rot to ~ '\.mat'' ~' a:rl rot lEase frEy \B.'e fcrca:i 

to 1:¥ Ne Win's caretal<er ~- 'Il'Ey Sl..EX'a&ke:i ~ to ~ gg, ~ at ~' arl 

thE to~ gg, p;q>le, arl tiEy did s:> lEase it \liBS tine to cbs:>. 'Ire di.vi.sim of tre 9'm 

State into na:e thl1 tw:> cbzal {rin:.ipili.ties \liBS clearly ro lager vUb1e cr ~tical. 

'Ire 8.Jmm military t'tw!ver tai< cz:eji.t fer "E!rl:irg ferlalisd' in ~ gg, State, arl ms 
a1sJ attri.b..tte1 ~ m:m:rl ~ qris:irg in 1959, arl ~later Fe:Eral. m::M3lBlt to~ dissatisfe:ct­

ial of ~ Irirces OJei: ~ kss of p:irr.e.ly ~~Fran tre gg, p:>int of via¥ lneJer' ooth tre 
qris:irg arl tre Fe:ieral. m::M3TBlt \B.'e ~t.i.cm to tre higia~ of tre f1lmBl military a:rl 

tre ill-dis:.ip~ of tre 8.Jmm s:>~8 ~, tre Fa:Jetal. rtiM!TB1t, in pu:ticul.ar, tu:i 

rothirg to cb with tre kss of p:irc.ely JXW:!t'S· Ratter, it \liBS Sl attsqX rot ally 1:¥ tre gg, b.Jt 

cy all tre rr.n-f1m£ll CXJifUBtts of tre '\him" of I:UnB to nrlre.ss certain inb:l1:rces in tre 
ansti.1:l.lti.al s:> tblt rEi:cll.ia-6 cwld t:e ccnt.ai.ra:i cr p:e.'Etlt.Ed, arl tre CXlllt:cy na:ie stmger a:rl 

mre ulitErl. It \II3S Im'Dm a:rl h:prl ti'Bt a gauirE fa:iel:al. stl.'U:.tlEe \ID.lld, ~ otte:s, take 

8Bf fran tre military tre extra-J..eg;il arl extnrullSti.tl.JI:iaal. ~ it exercise:i in tre n::n-

IU:nm ~. 'Ire aggressive p:retmtim of tre I.Uital-d:mimtErl f1.IIm lv:mj into tre hinterl.al:i of 

~ rr.n-f1m£ll ~ \ISS CaJSirg serials arl gDfJe ~' in pu:ticul.ar W'e:'e it cxn::eznrl 

.. 

~ re1atiaS1ip t:etwHt tre IUnm military arl tre rr.n-f1m£ll p:pila=e in tre J.U:B1. m:eas. 'Ire 

~ oc ~ I1.D:na1 militaty to mxgrd.ze cr a:.l<n::w~ ~ gri.eJB"ces alffemi 1:¥ tre 
pBHllty, arl ~ :ir&Jili.ty of state~ arllea:iel:s to o..rl> cr p:e.'Etlt tre 8m¥1

S eJCeSSeS 

aggllMlt.Ed tre si.tl.Btim brther. Firslly, as tre l<Bls srla:i, tre gg, arll<a::hin ~&~Salts resrta:l to 

8IIIIrl tesi.sta1:e ~\~hit thej pen:.ei.vei of as Sl qp:essive ~ cL cmt:atim. 'Ire Ftdetal 

ntM3IBlt lm, then, Sl attsqX ~ n:l'l"'B.mese lea:iel:s to WX'k o.Jt a s:>lutial to tre ~ ~ 
tbm, i.e., tre qris:irg cy tre ~ ~ ~ amy arl tre extra-J..eg;il p:JEr exercise:i cy 
~ IU:rra"' military. 'll£y tmBd to .u N.J \ltD tu:i w::n a la'rlsllde els-ta:al vi.cta:y in 1~ at Sl 

illti-iilllitary platfa:m. 1-e \liBS ~ttly tre ally IU:rra"' ~ \ltD w::o1d t:e apj>le of rot ally 

keepirg ~ lhim ~tter bJt als:> of a..J:birg tre ~ JXW'!r of tre 8.J:nm military. It w::o1d 

rot t:e o.Jt of pla::e to SBf ttet ttEre \liBS rothirg brther fran t:re minis of tre gg, Irin:es arl 

ot:tYa- lea:iel:s ti'm ~ tp amE to disielter tre CXlllt:cy cr plottirg se:essim as allegro}¥ tre 

1%2 ~· 'nE l.eaier of t:re Fe:ietal m:JAJrmt, Om 9-w: 'hike, tre ~ Jrin:e, w:IS 

aftet' all, rot tre aver:age rot-hemerl reJOh..ttiamy tut a se:1kr statestm arl tre first lhim 
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Pres.i.dalt, nu:h ~ta:l ~ l:oth t:re fU:nal arl t:re rr:n-I:Unal al.ike. M:ra:J.aet", all ~ 

civil setVBlts in t:re varicus state ~ts s.wrtei tre niM!TB1t arl vi.ae:l it ~ a rmral 

cxrstib.Jtiael. arl piliti.cal }X'CX:ESS, ~~within t:re 6)'Stsn arl within tn.ms of a:o=p-.Erl 
~to trirg lb1lt desirErl dages arl to S>l~ furlarmtal. p:OOlem. This ilqxrtalt JDint 
ras ~ arl iiExpli.c.lilly teen ~laia:ll:¥ a ¢Side ~ of t:re p:>liti.cs of ama. 

N:w \ole care to t:re cpastial of '\eepirg t:re cant:x:y ~t:te:'' Wlich is t:re cnl.y JX&ti~ ~ 

thirg s:roJ.ars ~teen ltll.e to crEdit t:re fU:nal militaz:y with. This crehltial. is~ of 

dbirus validity en tw:> co..11ts. In t:re first pla:e, tre:e \1BS ro at~~~ to d:is1B1le: tre 
thial in 1%2. As p:>inta:l rut earlier, t:re FErleral niM!TB1t \1BS a J.egitirrate arl 1eg;ll ccnstitutiro­

al. ~ aimrl nrre at s~ttsrirg t:re thial tt-&1 at fa@•altirg it. Se:arlly, it is reitrer te:e 
" nr ttEre to sp:sk of t:re &.mal military Keepirg t:re co..llb:y tq?,et:te:'' \lim it is c:hirus ti'Bt military 

rule, sin:::e 1%2, ms rot t:ro.@1t a1:rut Eq' greeter" mt.iaBl aiEsim er Eq' ta-efit fer t:re co..llb:y 

er t:re p:r;ple ~a \rh:>le. 'fu! NM:c arl ruin t:ro.@1t qm t:re co..11b:y ~ t:re 8.m1m military is too 

\oelll<n::w\, lfiil'as teen OODIBita:l qm, n:p::rted, lfii d::o.nmt.a:i 1:¥ s:::h:llars, ja.D::ral.i.sts, lfii ~ 

t.r1f.'el. \ri.ters a-d tari.sts to rm:l ;ny elalxratim la:e. Rafrer tim ''keepirg tre co..llb:y ~tie:'' 

in B'o/ I1IRlirgful gen;e of ~ w:n\s, military rule in 8..Jma l-as, in a ver:y secirus W3Y, ~ 

\riat:e.a- p:>litical l.:i,ri(s the:'e \la."e l:etw:el t:re varirus et:tnic OOIIXIBits of ama, rrcre S) sin:::e t:re 
military ms s::> far refu.:a:i to aJ..1.a.l its CW1 creatim, t:re 1UTrese &x:ialist Fttgt:Hu Farty (BSPP), to 

play tre role it \IBS intarl:rl fer. As ~ n:w sta'rl, t:re BSPP is hJt a rteEI1iq;l.ess ca:armial 

fa:a:ie a-d l'm yet to te a:.tivata:l ~ a p:>liti.cal ara-e arl ~ a ~ pD:ty. ~ rot al.l.cwirg t:re 
BSPP to ts::are a gsuire p:>liti.c:al vBUcle, t:re 8..lnm militaz:y lBs effocti~y o.It off all dane.l.s 

of c:mmrdcatim with t:re rr:n-I:Unal arl cl!arl t:re cb:r to I11B1irgfu1. {m'tic.ifatiat in mticml 

affairs. Arrl ~ insistirg m tre total abnissi.cn of t:re rr:n-I:Unal arl t:re umrliti.aal !Ula&:b: 

of tiEr idtrtiti.es arl all.~, t:re 8..lnm militaz:y l'8S cx:ma:J.Bltly J.egitimizErl t:re p:>liti.cs of 

viol.a'r.e arl ttus J.egitimi.zirg t:re status of retel amd.es in t:re e,oes of t:re varicus rr:n-I:Unal 

~tim. As a ns.llt, t:re si.b..Btial ~in t:tE rr:n-I:Unal states is a p:>liti.cally p:>1.ari.za:i 

si.b..Btim with t:re &.mal military m ere erd tt. t:re !p'Cb:Un arl t:re terel.s m tre otrer. 'frere 

is a total aba* of a I'I'LX:kDte mid::Ile-of-tre-road l.ta:1etS dp W1ich, if ~ arl n.rtll:a1, 

cru1d <Efu9e tre retell.ims, arl evmtllill.y pJt into p1a:e a mre ~le arl w:rl<alle 

a.p!l'tlrlirste-s..txzrlirste tel.atial!tdp tEtw:el tre fU:nBl arl t:re ~. 

~ l<Ey to greeter integtatim, ~ arl mi.ty in ama is cb.rirusly tre stru:.~ of a 

mre ~ arl w:rl<ttl1.e a.p!l'tlrlirste-s..txzrlirste telati.aB'Iip within tre p:>lity ~ it is 

clear tmt tmt tre 9:Bl, Ka::hin, Karm arl otTers <D rot aspire to a a.p!l'tlrlirste r.asitiaa. 'fu! 

l:x:re of CXI'Itmtiaa ms IEYer l:een t:re cpastial of W'D Sn.Ud \oeild grmter p:w:!l' at t:re ~'! 'll1:! 

FErlerali1IM!'IBlt \1BS' amytic.ally, a IXqDS811:¥ t:tE rr:n-I:Unal fer Sl a:lju:;tnmt of tre tezms of 
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sixJ:dimtial arl ~tim. ~, it is certain, irevitable evm, tmt in a geru:irely 

faEral aaags1att, tre I1Jmm w:ulrll:E x:e:pinrl to play a larger role in mtialal affairs trm 
tre rm-ft.J:nm, arl w:ulrlleed tre rst.i.m. 111na's JrCh1sn of etini.city arl fu@1attatim , ttn.g1 

a~ a1e, is in ~b.El tems rot ttres>lvSlle s:in:e rei.ther ettni.c c:aJietitim nr 

idool~cal ca1fl.ict is irM:>lva:i. It is na:e a p:cblsn stannirg fmn ~' Ulfcurlerl fesrs, 

arlSDie all, t:re la::k of leerl::rSdp skills of t:re IUnal elites (toth military arl civilial, t:re 

.fmta- esre:iaJJy) tt&l it is a p:cblsn of sa:essim arl sepn:atisn lEt" se. 

h &>lut:im to ettni.c cmflict arl IFtellim is ttSX"PtlcaJJy within easy rea:h, bJt t:re nain 

arl rra:rt: difficult lui:U.e to o.e:oore is ~ t:re JDlitical will fer a JDlit.ical sollltim. 

'llBt is to say, t:re li.a::nm military elite cm 9.I'Vive arl ramin in tna:" in:Efini.tely t:tngl it J..a:ks 

:intetm1. cmtrol arl inta:ral l.Egi.tina:::y, 1-a=a se it certainly <Des rot la::k extaml. l.Egi.tina:::y. 

\ohitever its status is inta:rally' t:re extaml l.Egi.tiaa::¥ it Elljcys ~ t:re ~ with a:cess 

to f~ ~ts arl :int.etmt.iaW. agacies ~ it to I'Eq..£St arl ra:eive f~ lans, 

B:aDIIic arl military assistm:e, arl as will, cft.ain gcxxidll arl ~tf¥ atrarl arlin intamti.ar 

a1. fa:urs. ~ legitina:::y tss Eni:ilid t:re ~ to mis-rule arl ~ t:re affairs of t:re 

CX1Iltl.y sin::e it is rot x:e:pinrl to c:h ~to win this ldni of l.egitiaa::¥ ~ to l:E in 

~ cx:x:q:ati.al of t:re ~tal city. 'llEre is evidl:!ltl.y m {n!SSirg Imi t:te:efcre fer tre l1mB1 

(military er) p:a.tb-ci.vilial ~to neke fDf :int.eaBl a:ijustnalts, er to CCJtE totems with ttnse 

it res a:ltrhl fmn fDj wice in mtialal affairs, l:E tiEy l1l:nms er ofre:s. en t:re ottEr ~ 

tt. t:re coin, p:a::isely 1-a=a 19? t:re ~ is sem as i.l.ligitinBte arl is pilitically ~ arl 

\Jll'P'lar, t:re vari.cus ntel. aoni.es will ccnt:in£ to Ell~ t:re s.w:z:t of tteir ~tive pq>le, 

arl will fig1t m in:Efini.tely in t:re I1HIE tiEy l'Bve carried m tt-ese oo er thl:ee decsrles. 

h p..qa;e of this ~ is rot to p:Erlict lmrB' s inmrliate fub.l:e, {Srticularly t:re 

JXJSSible CJ.ltl::all!s fol.l.cw.irg tre ~ Jmsage of tre SUU@IBI, Ne Win, ftan tre s::E!la tefcre very 

~· ttr is it t:re aim oc this fhrt ~ to ~ &>lut:i!n; fer t:re l.'es:>lutims tt t:re et:tro­

mt.iael. cmflict arl the p:cblsn of reticml fu@1art:atim in lUna. Its nain ci>ja:.t is rather to 

~ to s:tDl.ars arl fris:rls of 11mB to re-th:i.rk arl to re-exanire t:re ~ arl }X'Emises 

~ held arl Q1 \lhich tiEy l'Bve btserl nB¥ of their d::setvat:ia6 arl ccn:lJ..si.a6 c:xrandrg t:re 

task of m~ in IU:Tre. arl t:re etinic ret-el 1 im afflic~ t:re CX1Iltl.y sin::.e irrle(sden:e 

in 1~. Fef~ it is raw tine fer s:tol.ars arl stuients to dissoct t:re ~ ~ tre 
pilitical histccy of 11mB arl , as will, to b::'iqr, Ii..mB l::a:k into tre teal wrld. 

, ' 
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1. For details of earlier uprisings, see Burma and the Insurrections (1949) 
Rangoon, GoYa:rrlmt Print:irg Press. 

h 9'm q:ri.sirg ~ in 1959 with tte ~ of~ cy &> ~' a \re tw 
(lhim Mill~ Fblice) officer. h Ka:hin resistar.e, tte KIA (Ka::hi.n Ird:p!:des:ce !Glj), 

\IBS frud:rl cy tse:al" Za1 ~ \ltD lBi ~ with Fa:ce 101 drirg W\1 II, in tte IXSt­
~ f1Jr.nB k:mj, ad with tte Karm ~.h KIA \IBS frud:rl in 1~. 

2. Fblitically, f1Jr.nB (like 'IMi.larl, Qutxxlia, IJu;, etc.) akpte:i tte HirdJ ~ s~tu:e 
:· - ~ . _. t:atrer tim tte Chirese style llRrlarimte systan. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

h date 18&> ~ tte year \tim \~hit t'BlB.i.md of tte lwa IUnm kirgbn \IBS arexa:i. h 
otrer p:!d.fte:ial sam \£"e ,\B:.ifie:f1 within. the rect ti"l:ee cr fa..r years. 

J.F. Qrly h ~}>LM:rlern I1.J:nB (1958)Ca:rell, ~ oti'E:s. ~' 'J:'.il'm-, I.ercy 
Chri.st:i.a1 ail als> dfii1 with tiE~ iruxpxcltim of tte &c.nti.er keas in 
detail \tim dis::aassjrg t:1-e ~II JX>litics of amm. fut sttagely ~' ~ s::tolars 
lESist in tte idee tmt tre &iti.Sl ~thiza:l with l'IXl"'fUna1 ~tisn. 

h mi.ssi.aeri.es did at a later stage rrake tp mrmi.za:l s:rip:.s fer tte Ka::hi.n arl tte Orin, 
b.It f1.lr:nEse rarain:rl tre w:rldrg ~ of tre missiaeri.es ad tte &iti.Sl aininistrata:s. 

6. A CXllriBlt ~ EinJt tre tans 1'&.mtm' 1 arl ''9..1m?se11
• 1re faner is U9Erl cy s:l-olars to 

derote tte etlnic. ~ W1ile tre ta:m ''l1.mese' 1 tefer to all atlnic. gra.p:; in fU.nB. In 
the \lrl.ter1s q:rlnim, this dist:irctim is cpi.te ~ b:raJSP tte ta:m 1'amrese11 is is a1 a:ija:tive 

USEd to O?s:::ril:e tte fUrrB1 ~, m.sic, litemture, ail.ture, 9.J:h as 1'fumese fro!' 
WUch is the fcxrl of the IUnm,etc. Strictly sp:akirg, a Kax:al c:ru1d rot~ cal.le:i a 
I 'amrese' I ti'u.gl re cw1d ~ c:al.l.Erl a ci.ti.zal of a.:rm. 

7. h rate cy W1ich the l1l:rrm kirlJXm \IBS l<n:J,n cy Fl.np;tl5 fran tte 16th CSlb.Iy. lbeler' 
lwa \IBS frurlerl cy tte Sm \ltD cbnimt:ai tre oo.ntty till tte mid 16th CSltllry. 

8. h Kann-d. area \IBS ~ cy l:Dth tte &iti.Sl arll(jrg Mirrl:n as a ~ e:ttity in 
a treaty ~ in 1875. 

9. 'Ihis ~ sx-P in the 9'm-al:nm relati.cnhip is well <::OJe1lrl in tte Gazetteer of~ amm 
ad 9m State (~);1~; Q:oass.sithe1s 'lhe Pa::ificatim of &.l:Im. (1912); 

~·s 'fiE S'ii'l States ail the &iti.Sl ArreJcat:iai (1%5), ta:nill. 

10. Sa:> ~, cp cit, w.1.52-«>. 

11. Prirr.el.y int:rigLe; ad ~ blca:Det~ are well <::OJe1lrl in all a:xnnts of tte ~ 
dymsty. M:st ~ arl restihle is P.C. Farar 1S 'frEy gm in Mnial.ay (1~), 
I.arl:n. 

12. Jn JErtiallar, there \IBS great I1Jnal IeeibiEUt 9imt I:rrlia1lal:i-<:wErs QJn rrtrey-larlers 
(

1'Chitti-Ka.J.a", in IU:rrese), arl In:tials \ltD staffEd the oolarl.al. ~in lBige nnters. 'Irere 
\Ere~ a1ti-Irdial riots in~ IUnB. Mter the 1%2 c.n.p, rrrst In:tials \!e.'e ~' 
treir l'Dldirg; mti.cmlizerl cr <XIlfi&:ata:i (arl fiB¥ tu:l to~ h.miliatirg l:xrly semdes at 
~ aiJ:prt p:i.cr to attm.i<atim). 
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13. 8Ja1 at th: arl of ~ TI, nerrries \e:e fie:h ~ th: 9'm of th: ~ve misrule 
of IUnm ~ arl of th: 9 DCeSSful eJq1l1sim of th: D.Jnm fran 9'm sill. (ara..rrl liro-1885). 

14. R. 'JB¥l.cr, ''Briti.Sl Ibl:icy in th: 9'm State, UB)-19'a'. Sanirsr ~' Payab 
College, Chia:lJIBi., 'llBil.a"rl, 1<.ID. . 

15. See l.al::h's 'llE R>litical Systan of ~11J:nB (1%5) (~ dt.); ad 
~ (trl.) S.E.Asi.a,':rrlliS, Milirities lid Na~l), Pri.rretaa; ~ oo a.na, e.sp. 
Mum ad I.S-nm. 

16. lmrg ot:hets, R.H.'Ihl}«", q> cit. 1his al.l.efJitim ~t th: 9'm c:tmfa is th: 
starlairl p:>litical. stick to fl.cg th: British ad p:.rtmy t:te Jrirces ~ ll'pltriotic. ad dis~. 
'llE D.Jnm elites, the mili.tacy ep>cially, \e:e :ircEnBi with t:te Jrirces lxatSe tb!y ab1a:l 

1.arl:xl in 1~7 statirg tmt ~ Sal I(\XeSE!lttrl cnl.y Mi.ni.steria1. IUnB, rot th: Fratt:iet' lv::eas. 
1his :ird:!e:i \IBS a fi£t at the tinE. 

17. 'llE MEri.ca-s arl tte British resp:cti.vel.y ~ Fcxce 101 arl Fcxce 132 b:hird 
tte _.ese lin:s. 'frEse foo::es \e:e caap:&rl of rm-f1lnB1 loyalists, ad ~ tte IUnm raticml.ists 
collab-raterl with tte ~' tte:e '£5, ~ <XJJ1d 1:2 exp:cttrl, s:ne atD.Ilt of mti.-&l:rrBl f~ 
~ t:te rm-f1lnB1 gro..p;. 

18. 'llE ~ tmt tte British E!lXJ~ alti-B..Imrl t:£:n:ial:.y arl sepu::atisn an::rg 
tte a.nm ~ a nBtter of p:>licy (i.e., tte cl~Nll divi.c:ie-Em-rule st:J:at:.Egy) res p:ndsta:i th::l.f}1 it 
is rot gro.rrlerl in O£ts. ~to 'JB¥l!r (q> cit), tte British \Ere rot at all plf¥\9frl cy tre 
'{P"9ls of 9'm Jrirces in ~tte-19lls ~t tte fub.l:t! :in::a:pcatim of their rme1arl within fume. 
In gEIECil, tte British W3:e p:rtiaya:i er ~vm of ~ brirg p:ejt.rlictrl tcwm:is tte IUnm arl 
hig'U.y S)Uplti'etic. t:cwm:is tte Ka:r:al, 9'm, l<anmi., etc. 

19. ~of tte Fraltier lv::eBs Camdssim of~), 1~7, Pa-gx:rl. Very 
~ ad Of ti'i s {iiia3 Britiil &)UPlttY fer blinrities". 'llE Fralti.a- Alms 
l.ea:e:s ad tep:e58ltatives \Jere~ (d.¢?) to fmidy ~- their f~ llhi.c:h t:.tEy 
did ta:a JSe t:.tEy trusta:i tte BritiSl. 'llE a:¢1 of tte mistrust ~ cy the p:qll.e of t:te Fralt­
:i.er k:eBs fer the 11Knal, ad treir fears arl c:crcetn at tte ~t of life mier D.Jnm rule 
lgS[Bltly brl ro effa:t a1 tte British, fer t:te9e cxn::e:ns arl fears \Jere s:irrply :i.gp:rerl. It \1185, 

~ ~ a 9'm say.irg, "l~ the ~t q> fer the tige: to devw:''. 

a:J. Ca:iy, q> cit, w.552-4. 

21. 'llE \lri.ter is rot ar.are tmt the I8XIrls of t:te Cmsti.b..Blt Assenbly of 1~7 lBs ever 
lEen p..bl:iSB:i, ad tBS rot cx:ne a:ra;s S!f Iefenrces naie cy si'Dlars to the said m::arls. 

Zl.. lbrl the l<anmi. l1:nelat:i CSIE tore iuxqa:ata:i within th: li1im of lUnB ms rot 
lEen axxmta:i fer. 'llE KarEm:i. area mjo,-Erl a ff*Cial status ~ a British p.ut.ec.ta:Bte. 

23. See ~utjOf of ~ sn C'anrd.ttee (9'm State) Fer t:te AIBrliBlt of tte 
O:niti.tuti.m of t:te lhim IUnB, t~'DiiijgYi, 9iil State GCM!ii1iiiit. 

21+. lmrg otte:s, th: ~ Mm:Evi, wid:w of t:te ~ Prin:e (ad 1st. U1im 
President), arl cne tine t-P fer Imwi (19:6-8). 'llE t'BlES of ot:te: 9'm tnreeS carot re t"eeealtrl 
fer reesn of their safety arl \llill.~. 

25. lE-e th: \lri.ter differs with t:te B..ll:nBl mili.tary arl ~ f~ si'Dlars arl dEer-
-\IES W'D see t:te last years of civilial rule,~, ~a p:ria:i of tb:mts, cil~, mat'-COJ..l4se 
ad •f<rth. 'llE \lrlter te1ieJes tmt despite t:te Ftrlerall1lJ.JBIBlt, t:te 9'JRhli~ ~ l.eaiers 
cL U NJ's li1im prty, t:te q:p:&tim cy n:n-8rl:tdsts to U N.l's initiative of~ a.rl:bisn t:te 
state religim, t:te ttetcrics of leftist IX>litic.i.En; Eni sb.ds:tts, arl t:te inflartratcxy taE of 
Rqp:n' s IU:nEse ~ I&IS{""ers, tre cant:cy \185 in ro ~ of ~ ~ ~ allegei cy 

• I 
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tiE~· 'Iha'e '-85 ro eKt.etml da:gers mrl ro plots to disiBib:!r tre cant:Iy. If ttEre 1e:e 

mt f~ p:w:!r :intet"est.Erl in ~ t:re cantiy, this :ul.d rave 'tEal a::x:atpliS'Bi mt tine 
after tiE 1%2 c:cq>, mrl {DSS'ible EM!\ n::w. 

~. Jlrag ott-ers, ere of thlse lxave s:u1s \Ito dare:l to catplBin qml.y 8::o.Jt tiE &.Ina 
/tmtj atra::iti.es, Om Kya ~ ( tre ~ Irirce), '-85 taken into military wstcxiy in 1%2 (IE \~Ere 
all p:in:es, KS, IX>litic.:ials, mrl EMil CXJ111Ulity mrl b.siress larlers). ~ \JBS ~ rever l'mrd 
fmn er seen E@irln. 

27. lhfcrnmtel.y, EM!\ rr. J. Silverstein \Ito is~ tcwm:is t:re rm-111:nm m:ie 
s.rh al ~tim. See 11

&JI:nB
11

, Cl"p.2 of Snith (e:l.) So.ltium Asia: lLo.nmts of Fblitical ~ 
IIBlt mrl Cbg;e (1%5), larl::n. p.122. 

28. 'llE ill-b.'&ltnmt a:c.caDrl tiE rm-a.nm IX'Ptlge in thrlr (Wl ~ mrl tiE 
atJ.'tci.ti.es rave IE yet to 1:e ~ly cb::U1mte:l arl p.iili.Sled. ~, ~ tre 9m, l<Echi.n, 
Kare!ni, mrl so m, frese 8t:J:a:iti.es are t.akal~E a:mrm e..a)day ilrligpiti.es a:rl tJ:utaliti.es trey 
l'Bve to p.It \.4> with. 'llE cl.asirg of t:re cantiy to f~ jcumlists, s:h>lars, arl t:re limits 
inp&rl Q1 tmve1. ·affEC~ ~ diplarats :irrli.cates ti'Bt tiE regirre l'as mdl to hiCe. /ls 
of late h::J..eJer, tJra se of t:re Kaz:t:n-a~:nB N:mJ f~ m tiE nm tarler, t:re Bm¥' s ~tice of 
fcrc:.Ebly takirg ~ akrg IE coolies mrllutm ~ cad:Bt zcres tas 'tEal na:e fmp:rn:ly 
rep:rte:l in tiE nm IX"E!SS· 'lhis ~tice in itself is a fam of 8t:I.ttity arl 8 gmve hm:l1 ri.gpts 
violatim. 

'19. 'llE natter of exteJ:rel. legi~ in tiE Third wrld p:>liti.es mrl its great va.h.e to 
u-p::p1lar arl ~ve reginEs tas 'tEal tnHp1.ayai mrl urlel:estir!Bt.Erl. D..e to t:re eese cy W1ich 
mt regirre (pu:tiaJlarly thlse set lP. cy tftelliCJE soldiers) is sble to cttain f~ arl int:E!t'­
mtiaal. IB:q?Jrl.tim, trere is ver:y little :i.n:enti.ve fer ttEse regines to strive fer intercal 
legitina::y cr re:p:ct lutm riglts mrl civill.:il:erties. 'llE q..est:im of int.a:ral. legitiltEcy tas 
~ Slp?Ifhn.JS mrl 8 tain:Btt p:>litical oomuli.ty. It W1l1d rot te ~ to SBf ti'Bt np:essim 
mrl disresp:ct fer tiE rule of l.arl m tiE '(Ert of rula:s are, to 8 great ext.Ertt, ~ cy tiE 
~tice of t:re inta:miliml. cann.nity in~ mt regirre its a.Jtamti.c ra:x:grl.tim. 
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