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Unseen Buds .

Unseen buds, infinite, hidden well,

Under the snow and ice, under the darkness, in evéry square or cubic inc

Germinal, éxquisite, in delicate lace, microscopic, unborn,

Like babes in wombs, latent, folded, compact, sleeping;

Billions of billions, and trillions of trillions of them waiting,

*{(I)n earth and in the sea--the universe--the stars there in the heavens,)
rging slowly, surely forward, forming endless, ’

And waiting ever more, forever more behind.

Walt Whitman
1891
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Program Notes
UNSEEN BUDS
for Chorus and Tape

Walt Whitman’s great poem of conscious evolution -- the phrase "a sea of
becoming" constantly came to my mind as I was comtgosing -- was the
initial insllairation for this work. My desire to allow the text to be clearly
perceivable was a critical influence in determining both the generally slow
pace of the composition and its textural transparency. ‘Sounds used in the
tape portion were chosen primarily for their affinity with choral sounds
and, 1n some instances, were created through electronic manipulation of
choral timbres.

Equipment utilized in processes of digital signal transformation includes
Sound Hack software, Deck software for multi-track recording, Sound
Designer II by Digidesign, and a Kurzweil 2000 keyboard. I wish to thank
Robert Austin who was my collaborator in the production of the tape.

UNSEEN BUDS was commissioned in 1995 by the Pacific Northwest
Chamber Chorus with support from the Seattle Arts Commission and
Barbara and Elon Lundquist.”

Diane Thome
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Unseen.Buds

Unseen buds, ‘infinite, hidden well, -

- Under the snow and ice, under the darkness, in every square or cubic inch,

Germinal, exquisite, in delicate lace, microscopic, unborn, '

Like‘babes in wombs, latent, folded, compact, sleeping;

_ Billions of billions, and trillions of trillions of them waiting, :
On earth and in the sea--the universe--the stars there inﬁxe heavens,)
Jrging slowly, surely forward, forming endless,

And waiting ever more, forever more behind.

Walt Whitman_
1891
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