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| 1. EL SALVADOR: MILITARY INTENSIFYING OPERATIONS

2. CUBA-NICARAGUA: CUBANS BUILD AIRFIELD
3, TERRORIST WATCH
4. IN BRIEF
1. EL SALVADOR: MILITARY INTENSIFYING OPERATIONS

’77&HE GOVERNMENT 'S OPERATIONS AGAINST GUERRILLA STRONGHOLDS AND
ITS EFFORTS TO IMPROVE COOPERATION WITH HONDURAS INDICATE THAT THE
MILITARY IS INTENSIFYING ITS ALREADY AGGRESSIVE EFFORTS /7 (§/HFT

47&HE ARMY IS USING FIVE ELITE US-TRAINED BATTALIONS, SUPPORTED
BY AIR AND ARTILLERY, IN SWEEPS NORTH OF THE TOROLA RIVER IN MORAZAN
DEPARTMENT AND IN THE GUAZAPA AREA, ACCORDING TO THE US DEFENSE
ATTACHE 1IN SAN MIGUEL DEPARTMENT, THE 3RD BRIGADE ON MONDAY
SUSTAINED LIGHT CASUALTIES AFTER REPELLING A LARGE GUERRILLAATTACK (b’(1)
ON A COFFEE PROCESSING PLANT.// (C/!(F) (b)(3)CJAAC'[
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/7MEANWHILE, THE 4TH BRIGADE IN CHALATENANGO LED BY COLONEL
SIGIFREDC OCHOA, IS MOVING INTO GUERRILLA-CONTROLLED AREAS. OCHOA IS
SETTING UP CIVILIAN DEFENSE TEAMS IN TRADITIONAL GUERRILLA HAVENS TO
DENY THE INSURGENTS FREE MOVEMENT AFTER THE TROOPS LEAVE./7 (C-NFY

~/7THE ATTACHE ALSO NOTES THAT THE AIR FORCE USED TWO RECENTLY
ACQUIRED C-47 GUNSHIPS TO REPEL A LARGE REBEL FORCE LAST WEEK IN SAN
VICENTE DEPARTMENT. AIR FORCE CHIEF BUSTILLO REPORTEDLY WAS UNAWARE
OF US CONGRESSIONAL RESTRICTIONS AGAINST SIMULTANEOUS USE OF BOTH
GUNSHIPS. A7 (CATF)

#/7THE HONDURAN MILITARY HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE MORAZAN
OPERATIONS AND IT HAS REINFORCED ITS BORDER UNITS. THE GENERAL
STAFFS OF BOTH COUNTRIES ARE TO MEET IN HONDURAS LATE THIS MONTH AND
SUBSEQUENTLY AT A CONFERENCE IN SAN SALVADOR..s” (GAF)

COMMENT:‘j/ka MILITARY APPEARS CONFIDENT THAT IT CAN MAKE
PROGRESS AGAINST THE INSURGENTS. IT PROBABLY WILL INTENSIFY THE
LEVEL OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS, PERHAPS THROUGH THE LEGISLATIVE AND
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN MARCH,/7 (S NF)

#7SIGNALS FROM HONDURAS THAT IT IS INTERESTED IN IMPROVING
MILITARY COORPERATION MAY REFLECT TEGUCIGALPA'S SATISFACTION WITH
PROGRESS IN BORDER NEGOTIATIONS WITH SAN SALVADOR,// (SAF)
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