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'DE LEGATINF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

Press Release

~ Phnom Penh, 1 June 2007

Furopcan Commission and Cambodian government conclude
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The Eurcpean Commission and the Royal Government of Cambodia concluded their fourth Joint
Commitiee in Brusseis on 30 and 37 May. it was the first me that thig Joint Committee included
a Sub-group on ‘Institution Building, Administrative Reform, Legal and Judicial Reform,
Governaiice and Human Rights'. As in previous Joint Committees, speclfic Sflb-gmups of the

/ “mint Coinmittee covered respectively development ¢mp;emﬁan, and trade and investment.

"This meuting provides us with an invaluable opportunity to take stack, In & frank and constructive way,
of the prigress made in our commaon agends of promotng peace "and nrogperty, demacra_cylanld
sustainable development', ssid James Moran, Director for Asia in the European Co[rwm|55|ons
Diractara e-General for Extemnal Relations. "We are very pleased that the bilateral relationship between
the Cominission and Cambodia has over recent years continued fo mature, fo a point where we car

have substantive discussions in the Joirt Committee not only development cooperation and tracle, but
also on governance and human nghts.”
Dialogue in the Sub-group on 'Institution Building, Administrative Retorm, Legal angd Judicial Rgfaw,
Govamaiice and Human Rights' focussed on the progress made, as well as the probiems Cambaodia stili
faces, in such issues as implementing the UN Human Rights Conventions, putting in place a sound leqal -
framewo! k for civil society actors and fighting corruption and human trafficking.

The Cooperation Sub-group discussed current development activibies funded by the European
commission in Cambodia with a total grant commitment of just over €100 million. These actions include
rural devislopment and the development of SMEs in the agro-industry sector, education and neaith, public
“pancial management reform and support for the Commune Coundils, hiiman rights and private sector
evelopnient. For the period 2007-2010, the European Commission has committed an additional €77
million in bilateral aid to Cambodia, and an estimated additional € 20-25 million of Commission funds 1s
axpecied to be allocated to the development cooperation work of intemational and local NGOs in
Cambodia,

reform of the rules of origin for the EU's 'Everything but Arms’ initiative. Recant political developments in
the EU ¢nd Cambodia, and the progress of the Khmer Rouge inbunai { inary Ghambers in the
a ]

i
Courts o' Cambodia) were discussed in the pienary $e8ssio

The ageida for the Sub-group on trade and investment, included bilateral trade issues and the ongoing
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In paralial to the Joint Committee, HE Mr HOR Namhong, Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister ana
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Intemational Cooperation, visited Brussels, where he had a biateral

, . 2 . ~ _y LN | iy o "
meating with the Vice-Presidant ¢f the Eurepean Com Valisirdm, and called on the

European Commissioner for External Trade Mr Pater Mandelson. At the European Parliament the
Cambodian Forsign Minister met with Mr Marc Tarabells, Member of the European Parliament and vice-
chair of the Pariiaments Delegation for relations with the countries of Southeast Asia and the
Associaiion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). '
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tween the E Sommunity and the Kingdom of Cambodia, which
- ,_’_a! basns. fnr tha Joint Gom mrttal Jou'lt Commlttees takes piace every
Commissicn and Cambodia to .~!.vuaw _au* conperatlnn and malntam their policy dialogue, in the different
areas covered by the Agreement. *

For further information please call 023 220 611/2 01 g-mai): Delcgation-Cambodia@ec.europa.eu
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The European Commission is the executive body of the European Uniow (RU). The Furopean Commission has
suppotied the rehabilitarion and development of Cambodia since the signing of the Paris Peace Accords in 109],
Europeain Commission assistance is additional to that granted bilaterally by the individual EU M’em&er Siaies,
and covers a braad range of sectors, such as education, health, rural devele pment, prrvate secior developmenr,
administ-ative reform, and democratisation and human rights. h

The EU now has 27 Member States following the accession of Bulgaria and Romania on | January 2007, In
March tHis year, the EU celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its founding agreement. the Treaty of Rome.
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