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European Commission and Cambodian government conclude 
i 
i 

their fourth Joint Committee 8 នខ. 

The Furovean Commission and the Royal Government of Cambodia concluded their fourth Joint . 

Commitice in Brusseis on 30 and 31 May. it was the first time thet this Joint Committee included 

a Sub-gioup on ‘Institution Building, Administrative Reform, Legal and Judicial Reform, 

Governance and Human Rights’ As in previous Joint Committees, specific Sub-groups of the 

‘sint Coinmities covered respectively development cooperation, and trade and investment. 

"This meeting provides us with an invaluable opportunity to fake stock, In a frank and constructive way, | 

of the progress made in our common agenda of promoting peace and prosperity, democracy and | 

sustainable development’, said James Moran, Director for Asia in the European Commission's | 

Diractoraie-General for Extemal Relations. "We ere very pleased that the bilateral relationship between 

the Cominission and Cambodia has over recent years continued to mature, fo a point where we can 

have substantive discussions in the Joint Committee not only development cooperation and trade, but 

also on governance and human naghts." 

Dialogue in the Sub-group on ‘Institution Building, Administrative Reform, Legal and Judicial Reform, 

Govemarice and Human Rights! focussed on the progress made, as well as the probiems Cambodia siill 

faces, in such issues as implementing the UN Human Rights Conventions, putting in place a sound legal . 

framework for civil society actors and fighting corruption and human trafficking. 

The Cooperation Sub-group discussed current development activities funded by the European 

commission in Cambodia with a total grant commitment of just over €100 million. These actions include 

rural devalapment and the development of SMEs in the agre-industry sector, education and health, public 

“nancial management reform and support for the Commune Councils, human rights and private sector 

savelopnient. For the period 2007-2010, the European Commission has committed an additional €77 

million in bilateral aid to Cambodia, and an estimated additional € 20-25 million of Commission funds is 

expected to be allocated to the development cooperation work of intemational and local NGOs in 

Cambodia. 

The ageiida for the Sub-group on trade and investment, included bilateral trade issues and the ongoing 

reform ៧ the rules of origin for the EU's ‘Everything but Arme' initiative. Recent political developments in 

the EU end Cambodia, and the progress of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal (Extraordinary Ghambers in the | 

Courts ០ Gambodia) were discussed in the pienary session of the Joi វ 

In parallal to the Joint Committee, HE Mr HOR Namhong, Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Intemational Cooperation, visited Brussels, where he had a bilateral 

imeating with the Vice-President of the European Commission Ms Margot Wailsirém, and called on the 

European Commissioner for External Trade Mr Peter Mandelson. At the European Parliament the 

Cambodian Fereign Minister met with Mr Marc Tarabella, Member of the European Parliament and vice- 

chair of the Parliaments Delegation for relations with the countnes of Southeast Asia and the 

Associaiion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 
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The Cooperation Agreement between the European Community and the Kingdom of Cambodia, which 
was signed in 1997, provides the legal basis for the Joint Committee." Joint Committees takes place every 
other year altemately in Phnom Penh and Brussels and they provide an important platform for the 
Cornmissicn and Cambodia to review their cooperation, and maintain their policy dialoque, In the different 
areas covered by the Agreement. 

For further information please call 023 220 611 / 2 or e-mail: Deicgation-Cambodia@eéc.europa.eu 
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The European Commission is the executive body of the European Union (EU). The European Commission has Suppo wad the rehabilitation and development of Cambodia since the signing of the Paris Peace Accards in 199i, 
European Commission assistance is additional to that granted bilaterally by the individual EU Member Staies, 
and covers a broad range of sectors, such as education, health, rural development, private sector development, 
ddminist ative reform, and democratisation and human rights. 

The EU now has 27 Member States following the accession of Bulgaria and Romania on វ January 2007. Jn 
March this year, the EU celebrated ithe Sth Anniversary of its founding agreement. the Treaty of Rome. 
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