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THE RUINS OFE THE HEART

for soprano, orchestra and tape

The Ruins Of The Heart was inspired by Edmund Helminski’s beautiful
translations of texts by the l3th-centmﬂ Persian, Jelaluddin Rumi, widely
refarded as the greatest Sufi poet of all time. The texts used represent my
selected excerpts from the original translation rather than any smﬁle complete
poem and are embedded throughout the orchestral music, using the soprano in
the dual roles of narrator and singer. As the piece evolves dramatically, the
vocal and orchestral music gradually becomes more intertwined.

Having previously explored combinations of tape and live performance in a
number of small chamber compositions, I was interested in composing an
orchestra/tape work in.which the tape would function both as a quasi-acoustic
complement and as a Yowerfull contrasting counterpart-to the live
instrumental and vocal music. The three tape sections which are interpolated
and overlapped with the orchestral music were synthesized by a Spectral
Synthesis "SynthEngine" digital signal processing system, using Audio Vision
and SynthEngine Sampler software. A variety of natural and synthetic sounds
were sampled and extensively transformed by this system.

I wish to thank Robert Austin who was my collaborator in the production of the
tape.

The Ruins Of The Heart was commissioned by Peter Eros and the University

Sym;ghony. t was completed in November of 1990 and is available on Volume
12 of the CDCM Computer Music Series on Centaur 'Records.

Diane Thome
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With every breath the sound

of love surrounds us,

and we are bound for the
depths of space, without seeing.

Empty your head of grief
and drink from the stream.
The grave is a veil before the
gathering of paradise.

This is love: to fly toward a secret sky,
to cause a hundred veils to fall each moment.

This is the time of union,
The time of eternal beauty.

Inside my Self I discover
the scent of the Friend in every breath
Why not hold this Self close every night?

Poet: Jelaluddin Rumi
Edmund Helminski

Translator:
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The Ruins of the Heart
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for soprano, orchestra and tape
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Oboe&nglish horn (2)
Clarinet in'Bb (2)
Bassoon (2)

Horn (2)
Trumget (2)
Trombone (2)

Harp
Piano

Xylophone
Vibraphone
Glockenspiel
Chimes
Triangle
Timpani

Violin1
Violin I
Viola
'Cello
String Bass

Score is written in C.
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