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PROGRAM NOTES

The Women's Chorus is pleased to present our portion of Pictures of the
Northwest as a sampling of Northwest composers. Carol Sams and Richard
Nance both hail from the Puget Sound region, and Stephen Hatfield is one of
British Columbia’s leading composers. Nance, Associate Director of Choirs at
Pacific Lutheran University, originally composed this beautiful setting of the
Song of Solomon text for French horn and mixed chorus—and responded to the
popularity of the original by creating this version for women’s chorus. Carol
Sams is a respected local composer/teacher on the music faculty of North Seattle
Community College. For her Moon Cantata, composed just last year, Sams
chose moon-related texts by a variety of poets; we have selected three excerpts
to perform. Sams also arranged a women’s chorus version of the popular Dan-
ish song, Last night the nightingale woke me, which also fit coincidentally into
our unofficial moon/night theme. Stephen Hatfield lives on Vancouver Island,
and is well known for his creative choral arrangements. His setting of La Liu-
via, which is based on a folk melody from Ecuador, evokes the sound of their
traditional instruments, the siku, a double row of panpipes that have been used in
the Andes for over a thousand years. It also seemed appropriate for Pictures of
the Northwest because of the meaning of the title: The Rain!

The University Singers have prepared several titles evocative of the spirit of
the Northwest. Wind is an unusual piece—the piano assumes the role of the
wind, moving briskly in florid sixteenth notes, while the choir comments on the
wind in homophonic texture. The three pieces entitled Pictures of the Northwest
by Central Washington University music educator & composer Vijay Singh
were the seminal works for the tonight’s program. The first and third are peace-
ful and restful, like gentle rain or snowfall so typical of the Northwest. The
second intersperses frequent statements of ‘who’ with words talking about the
owl, its habitat, and habits—and all set in a lopsided 7/8 meter! Stephen Chat-
man is a prolific American composer who is on the composition faculty at the
University of British Columbia. A perfect example of Augenmusik, Chatman
depicts mountain peaks with ascending and descending intervals of a perfect
fourth or fifth. The singers gaze upon those peaks in their scores. In Trees,
Chatman plays with consonants, requiring the choir to sing on the letters n, 1,
and m before depicting the mighty Douglas fir. Bruce Ruddell’s Silverly is a
lullaby incorporating ostinato (repeating) figures in the piano accompaniment.
Our portion closes with Morten Lauidsen’s popular Dirait-on. Lauridsen, born
in Colfax, Washington and raised near Portland, Oregon, is on the composition
faculty at the USC and maintains a home here in Washington state.

The Recital Choir features a potpourri of music by Northwest composers in
a variety of styles. There is something for every ear, from the wistful nature of
Wynken, Blynken, and Nod to the lush harmonies of Portland composer Joan
Szymko’s How did the rose, to the mixing of an African-American spiritual text
with Scott Joplin’s Maple Leaf Rag in a unique piece entitled Down by the Riv-
erside Rag. We hope you enjoy tonight’s program.

[Adam Burdick & Jason Anderson]
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S WIND. ..o R % N CAROLYN JENNINGS

You are the root and the tree and the spirit of the tree.
You threaten the nests of sparrow hawks as well as the nests of sparrows.
Larger than our combined breath, you illustrate yourself

with whitecaps and dust storms, hurricanes and blizzards.
You are also the whisper that we do not hear

as we fetch and drone in our fast, accustomed orbits.
Dream-bringer, cloud chaser, shaper of the earth we stand on,

teach us to heed slight ripples of zephyr or stone.
Teach us to listen when there is nothing to be heard.

—Joan Wolf Prefontaine, from The Divided Sphere
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Mountains, jagged, tree-spiked slopes, radiant peaks,
stunning mountains, towering, beautiful mountains.
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Silverly, over the trees the moon drifts by on a runaway breeze.
Dozily, deep in her bed, a little girl dreams with the moon in her head.

—Dennis Lee
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Pine, walnut, hemlock, balsam, cedar, maple, sycamore, poplar, Douglas fir.
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Abandon surrounding abandon, tenderness touching tenderness. ..
Your oneness endlessly caresses itself, so they say;

self-caressing through its own clear reflection.
Thus you invent the theme of Narcissus fulfilled.

—Rainer Maria Rilke from Les Roses; trans. Barbara & Erica Muhl

Recital Choir
Michelle Chang, accompanist
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Adam Burdick, conductor
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John Williams, conductor
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Laurie Cappello, conductor

How did the rose ever open its heart and give to this world all of its beauty?

It felt the encouragement of light against its being,
otherwise we remain too frightened.

—Hafiz (Shamsu’d-din Mohammed)
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Heather MacLaughlin Garbes, conductor
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Jeremy Matheis, conductor

When the sun sets West, feathered shift of sky,
Satin clouds undress, heaven'’s kiss bids the flat light goodbye.

Endless calm, red mist, glistening golden beams,
Gently they are kissed, by night’s dark melting blaze of dreams.

—Tara Wohlberg

}_251 DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE RAG..... 3 (//7 ...................... arr. Jason Anderson
Jason Anderson, conductor
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