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ARTIST BIO

SCOTT PINGEL is the principal bassist of the San Francisco Symphony and the former
principal bassist of the Charleston Symphony Orchestra. He has performed with the Met-
ropolitan Opera, the Metamorphosen Chamber Orchestra, the St. Lawrence String Quar-
tet, two years with the New World Symphony, and served as guest principal of the
National Arts Center Orchestra in Canada. Additionally, he has participated in the
Bellingham, Tanglewood, Spoleto, Verbier, and Salzburg festivals. OQOutside of classical
music, Mr. Pingel has worked with jazz greats such as Michael Brecker, Geoff Keezer
and the late James Williams, performed with pop icon Madonna, and played in an open-
ing act for Tito Puente.

It all began back in Madison, W1 at about the age of seventeen when Scott, the young-
est child of Jack and Carole Pingel, two music teachers, was drawn to the electric-bass
and the double-bass out of a strong interest in Latin, jazz, and classical music. At the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, where he studied with James Clute of the Minnesota
Orchestra, he was heavily involved in both jazz and classical studies. After graduation in
1996 he continued his studies privately with Peter Lloyd, principal bassist of the Minne-
sota Orchestra, while performing throughout the Midwest both as a free-lance musician
and as a member of the Latin/jazz/funk band, Urban World. In 1997 he moved to New
York to study with Timothy Cobb, principal bassist of the Metropolitan Opera, on a fel-
lowship at the Manhattan School of Music, and received a Master's Degree in Orchestral
Performance in 1999. In addition to music, Mr. Pingel spent many years studying the
ancient Korean martial art of Hwa Rang Do, in which he holds a black-belt. He was an
instructor at the Madison Academy of Hwa Rang Do and founded the University of Wis-
consin-Eau Claire Hwa Rang Do/Tae Soo Do program, which continues to this day. Mr.
Pingel lives in San Francisco with his loving wife, Iris, and his very silly cat, Zoe.

Series background and upcoming events

Artist-in-Residence Barry Lieberman, artistic director and founder of The American
String Project, presents a series of recitals and master classes by noted performers,
including Seattle Symphony players, touring symphony musicians, young innovators, and
rising classical music stars. Each recital is followed by a question-and-answer period.
Master classes in this series are free and open to the public for observation. Barry Lie-
berman and Friends is co-sponsored by, the UW School of Music and Hammond Ashley
Violins.

Upcoming events in this series: Sunday, April 17, 2:00 PM: Maria Larionoff, Concert-
master of the Seattle Symphony Orchestra, and Robin McCabe, pianist and UW profes-
sor, present works by Beethoven, Schumann, and others. Tickets: $10 cash or check at
the door.

All concerts and master classes are in Brechemin Auditorium, School of Music.



