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SUONGS ON CHINESE VERSES

DIANE THOME

This work consists of settings for soprano and ensemble—-—
flute, viola, Bb clarinet, celeste, percussion-—-of three
anonymous and untitled poems. It was completed in
Philadelphia in December 1964 and received its New York
premiere at the Queens College Composers Symposium in
April 1965. 1In the same year it was awarded the David
Halstead Prize in vocal composition. The texts follow:

Goose running along the way

shadow too running along the lane

goose running over the lane

shadow too running over the lane

white goose and her shadow running, YUnnNing, running
and into the water she goes.

To escape from thoughts of love
I put on my fur coat and

run out from the lamplit
silent house

on a tiny footpath the

bright moon peeps

and the withered twigs on

the snow-clad earth

across and across everywhere
serawl love.

Autumm's wind is pure

Autumn's wind 1is bright

leaf on leaf the wutang tree

rustles outside the balcony

Hard, hard it is to build the dream of home
on the steps the crickets chirp

on the trees, the birds flutter

the frontier wild geese line upon line
breast the horizon,

set upon wounding the exile's heart.
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