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-------- ____ J 
!THE NATIONAL-;-ST R~PUBLICAN ALLIANCE (ARENA) 

L-------·----' 
PARTY HAS BEEN PROVOKING FOURTH BRIGADE COMMANDER, LT. COL. 

SIGFREDO ( (OCHQlUJ PEREZ U!_T.Q ATTEMPTING A MILITARY COUP IN 
EL SALVADOR. C_ ____ ---~ARENA--PA-RTY--oEPu-TY·;-·:ruAN--A~~~~~-~--.-- -----
c 1MARTINEz11 VARELA, AND SEVERAL ARENA PARTY LEADING FIGURES 
INCLUDING ARTURO ((MASON)), JULIO ((RANK)), TITO ( (SACA) I, 
BILLY ((KORN)) AND BOBBY MURRY ((MEZA)) PERSONALLY MET WITH 
LT. COL. OCHOA IN MID-DECEMBER. THEY TOLD OCHOA THEY HAD 
INSIDE INFORMATION THAT PRESIDENT JOSE NAPOLEON ((DUARTE)) 
PLANNED TO PROMOTE VICE-MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY, COLONEL 
CARLOS REYNALDO ((LOPEZ) I NUILA TO THE RANK OF GENERAL AND TO 
MAKE HIM MINISTER OF DEFENSE AS SOON AS GENERAL CARLOS EUGENIO 

((VIDES)) CASANOVA RETIRED IN EARLY 1985. 
2 r- -LT:·-coL:--·ocHoA··rs·vERY MUCH . [ __ ~---------__] \ 
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UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE ARENA PARTY AND THAT HE IMMEDIATELY 
BEGAN TO SOLICIT ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER MILITARY COMMANDERS TO 
STAGE A COUP D'ETAT OVER THE ISSUE OF WHAT HE PERCEIVED AS AN 
EXCESSIVE INTERFERENCE BY PRESIDENT DUARTE IN THE INTERNAL 
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I AFFf\.IRS OF THE Sl)J,JIAl)QRAN MU lTARY.J[_-_-_··----~: ______ ·1/ / -
r--. ---- !THERE IS NO SUBSTANCE TO THE ARE~· J 
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RUMOR AND THAT VIDES HIMSELF HAD RECEIVED THE ASSURANCE OF 
PRESIDENT DUARTE THAT NO ATTEMPT WOULD BE MADE TO FORCE THE 
PROMOTION OF LOPEZ NUILA AT THIS TIME. ,--·-·· ---~ . 
3. L __ .. -· ~-GENERALVfDES ALSO TOLD OCHOA- . ·-
THAT LOPEZ NUILA WOULD NOT BE PROMOTED AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, 
LT. COL. OCHOA CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THE ARENA STORY AND BEGAN TO 
CONTACT OTHER RIGHTIST MILITARY OFFICERS TO GAIN SUPPORT FOR A --·---- --=1 
COUP PLAN.[ ----··--·-----·-----· 

~l 

I 
[ ---·--·-·------

____ ,COLONEL 
JUAN RAFAEL ((BUSTILLO)) WAS APPROACHED INDEPENDENTLY BY ARENA 

LR-TY LEADERS OFFEBJN~0:~ ~~:;~~~0H~~N~FT~\~:i~~LA~:~~;\!s~~~~~ -······ 

AND REPORTED THIS APPROACH AND WAS TOLD THAT HE SHOULD IGNORE 
ANEUVER BY THE ARENA PARTY AND THAT THE RUMORS 
THAT PRESIDENT DUARTE INTENDED TO MAKE LOPEZ NUILA A GENERAL 
WERE FALSE. CJcoMM!:NT:··1T TS' ·1rnLt KNOWN .THAT co1·:······ 
BUSTILLO AND PRESIDENT DUARTE HAVE HAD STRONG DIFFERENCES OF 
OPINION IN THE PAST YEAR. COL. BUSTILLO IS A LOYAL MILITARY 

OFFICER, HOWEVER, AND WOULD NOT ATTEMPT ANY COUP AGAINST THE 

PRESIDENT UNLESS SPECIFICALLY ORDERED TO DO SO BY GENERAL VIDES 
CASANOVA. GENERAL VIDES AND COL. BUSTILLO ARE CLOSE PERSONALLY 
AND HAVE CONSIDERABLE MUTUAL PROFESSIONAL RESPECT.) 
4 .c_-=--·- I·F"THE-R0!'10lr-iiVL6PEZ .. NiiILA BEING 

PROMOTF.D TO GENERAL BY PRESIDENT DUARTE HAD BEEN TRUE, THE 
MILITARY COMBAT OFFICERS, INCWDING CHIEF OF THE JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF, COLONEL ADOLFO ONCECIFERO ((BLANDON)), WOULD HAVE 
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SUPPORTED A COUP ATTEMPT. c------------~----= __] --------
COLONEL BLANDON WILL REPLACE GENERAL VIDES CASANOVA AS THE 
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i 

MINISTER OF DEFENSE WHEN THE LATER R~TIR_ES IN 1985. __ ]- __ _ 
COLONEL .. BUSTILLO, ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF 

GENERAL VIDES CASANOVA, WILL BECOME THE CHIEF OF THE JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF REPLACING COLONEL BLANDON. 

[ __ ------
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