
From Sea to Sand

The Story of the Aral Sea
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Source: UNEP/GRID-ARENDAL: http://maps.grida.no/go/graphic/water-withdrawal-and-availability-in-aral-sea-basin



A History of Water Management in Central Asia
In three parts

• Pre-Soviet

• Soviet

• Independence



Source: Bortnik, V. (1999) “Alteration of water level and salinity of the Aral Sea.” in Creeping Environmental 
Problems and Sustainable Development in the Aral Sea Basin,” edited by M. Glantz, Cambridge University Press.

Inflows to the Aral Sea
Pre-1960          56 km3
1961-1970        43 km3
1971-1980        17 km3
1981- 1990           4km3



The Aftermath - Physical



A Trip to Vozrozhdeniye Island



The Aftermath – Socio-Economic

• Increased morbidity and mortality

• Fish stocks decline

• Bigger is better mentality

• Integrated infrastructure





Source: NASA Earth Observatory, http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=7645



Extended Reading

Chasing the Sea, by Tom Bissell

Eternal Winter: Lessons of the Aral Sea 
Disaster, by Tom Bissell in Harper’s no. 
1823 (2002)

Circle of Blue for news and interviews


